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NOTICE. 



The greater part of the volume now published was 
privately printed some years ago. The mterest which 
many have expressed in the career of Hugh Elliot has 
induced his descendants to give it to a larger circle, 
the desire to make him better known to his country- 
men having outweighed the considerations which have 
hitherto prevented the publication of so slight and im- 
perfect a sketch of his life. 

To the contents of the origmal volume as privately 
printed, which terminated with the correspondence of 
1785, have been added a few chapters containing a 
narrative of his various diplomatic missions subsequent 
to that period; his own papers, whether public or 
private, having been invariably the source whence the 
information given about him has been drawn. 

As the concluding chapters, which deal with public 
afl^urs, may be said to have somewhat of a historic 
character, it has been thought desirable to give trans- 
lations of the original letters addressed by sovereigns to 
Mr. Elliot, or by him to sovereigns. 

MiNTO, Sept, 1, 1868. 



PREFACE 

(TO THE VOL. PRINTED PRIVATELY IN 1862.) 



The correspondence of Hugh Elliot may be diyided 
into two portions: the first collected from the Minto 
MSS.^ containing letters addressed to his family^ by 
himself or by others, on matters affecting him ; of 
these none are earlier in date than 1762, none later 
than 1776 • the second portion composed of several 
volumes of letters, private and official, written to him 
by various persons between 1772 and 1785. These 
were all in his own keeping at the time of his death, 
and were sent to Minto a few years ago by my mother,^ 
along with some other MSS. ot a later date, which had 
also belonged to him. 

The letters bound in volumes have been generally 

^ Emma, danghter of tho Right Honoarable Hngh Elliot, married 
General Sir Thomas Hiidop, Bart, G.C.B. 
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collected under three heads : Family Letters ; Foreign 
Miscellaneous Letters; English Miscellaneous Letters. 
There are^ however, two or three volumes entirely 
occupied by the correspondence of particular friends, 
as Mr. Liston, Sir James and Lady Harris, and others ; 
and there are volumes of official correspondence with 
the Office and with his colleagues at foreign Courts; 
among whom were Lord Stormont/ Sir B. Keith^^ 
and Messrs. De Yismes,^ Wroughton,^ Morton Eden, 
and Osbom. 

All these papers, tad many others which have 
undergone no sudi process of classification, were left 
with other property of Mr. Elliot's at Dresden in 1802, 
when he was transferred from that mission to Naples ; 
and he appears to have taken no steps for their 
removal before the French occupation of Dresden in 
1806, which rendered their recovery impossible. Mr. 
Elliot had long since given them up for lost, when, 
some time after the peace, he, being then governor of 
Madras, received a letter from Dresden, which informed 
him that his property had been safely preserved by 
some friends there, who, having saved it fit)m fisdling 
into the hands of the French, now only waited his 

^ Minister at Vienna and Paris. ' Stockholm. 

' Vienna. * Warsaw. 
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diiections to restore it to him* As it comprised plate, 
pictures, china, and other things fiur more yaluable as 
plunder than manuscripts, he was as much surprised as 
pleased by the communication; nevertheless, with his 
habitual carelessness, he took no steps to recover his 
losses for some years, and it was not till 1826 that he 
was prevailed on to let his youngest son Frederick, 
who was then a mere lad, proceed to Dresden in quest 
of the long-lost property. There, accordingly, in a 
cellar, perfectly intact and uninjured, were found some 
of the most valuable contents of the ci-4evant Hdtd 
da Ministre Britannique, which, in the moment of 
flight, had been abandoned to their fate. 

The only paper which my grandfather had been 
anxious to recover was a private memorandum in 
Mr. Pitfs hand¥niting, containing instructions for his 
guidance, and this, on regaining it, he sent to the 
Foreign Office. 

The mixture of order and disorder in the arrange- 
ment of these papers is extraordinaiy. It might be 
supposed that some one, acting on a suggestion that all 
the letters should be classified under specified heads, 
had tiurown the contents of desks and drawers into so 
many several heaps, and had then, without further 
selection, proceeded to bind them together. Along 
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with letters fiom royal personages^ generals^ and states- 
men^ are found the most trivial notes. Letters of 
introduction to insignificant persons are preserved as 
carefully as those from Mirabeau, Bomansow, and 
Nelson. More than a third of these bulky volumes 
might be burnt without loss, and yet enough wouU 
remain to give a finished picture of the society in wliich 
my grand&ther spent his youth. 

The letters of 1775 and 1776 are so numerous, and 
so abundant in personal details, that one feels on inti- 
mate terms with the writers and the correspondents. 

Strange that it should be so ! that, after so long a 
silence, the dead should speak again, — should be re- 
stored to our knowledge in all the freshness of their 
youth, introducing us to sorrows which they themselves 
long outlived, and to sentiments forgotten sooner stilL 
But if these thoughts be startling to us, what would 
their feelings have been could they have foreseen that 
the follies of the moment were to be handed down to 
generations unborn ? What would the flirting dame de 
cour have said could she have guessed that the indolent 
Elnglishman, who rarely troubled himself to answer her 
notes, would preserve them for the amusement of his 
descendants ? And what would have been felt by the 
mother and sisters, who believed themselves to possess 
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all his confidence, had they been told that to us would 
be given the clue they never found, to the thoughts and 
affections of one of those dearest to them ? That Minto 
— ^that generation — ^has long since passed away, and we, 
now sojourning here, wonder whether they in their day 
knew as much of each other as we know of them. 
Truly, even in this world, all hearts are laid open, all 
secrets made known ; even here, a day of judgment is 
for ever going on. E. M. 



Minto, JiUy 1862. 
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CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

1762 to 1776. 

HUGH'S EDUCATION — EXPEDITION TO POIAND AND THE 
DANUBUN PROVINCES — MISSION TO MUNICH — RECALL 
TO ENGLAND. 

It has been impossible to me to read my grandfather's 
papers without eonceiving a strong desire to make others 
of his &mily better acquainted with a man who played 
no unimportant part in the public affairs of his day, and 
whose name was never mentioned but with the tenderest 
affection in the home of my childhood. Since, however, 
no one but myself has leisure or inclination to attack 
masses of manuscript in depths of trunks, I see nothing 
for it but to attempt a slight sketch of his early career, 
founded on facts which I have gathered from his cor- 
respondence. 

With the laudable desire to begin at the beginning, 
I should gladly trace the manner in which my grand- 
&ther's earliest years were spent, but unfortunately I 
have no means of doing so; the oldest letter in my 
possession is of the date of 1762, when he was ten years 
old, and was living with his family at Twickenham ; and 
in none of the subsequent letters have I found any in- 
ternal evidence as to the locality which they looked 

B 
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upon as home. In none is there any allusion to &vourite 
haunts^ to gardens or games, to dependants or pets; 
nothing to show affection for home as a place. Strong 
family affection has been oyer a characteristic of the 
race^ and to be together was at all times an object of 
tenderest longings but where the meeting should take 
place seems to have been a matter of indifference. 

I therefore suppose that during the youth of the 
family their parents led an unsettled life, probably divid- 
ing their time between Parliamentary duties in London 
and \isits to relations in Edinburgh, occasionally living at 
Lochgelly and occasionally at Minto. It is possible, too, 
that the home life may not have been of the kind to make 
itself remembered with immixed pleasure. Sir Gilbert^ 
was a grave, highly cultivated man, immersed m politics, 
and, like all fathers of his time, he seems to have inspired 
his family with as much awe as admiration. 

Lady Elliot,^ clever, high-spirited, and imaginative, 
was not, like one who filled her place in after years, 

"Blessed with a teini)er, wIjosc unclouded ray, 
Can make to-njorrow cheerful as to-day." 

Her preference for those of her children^ who most re- 
sembled herself was openly avowed, and in Isabella and 
Hugh, she cultivated rather than repressed the uncon- 

* Sir Gilbert Elliot of Minto, third Baronet, M.P., a Lord of the 
Admiralty, distinguished by liis literary tastes as well as his political 
abilities. 

' Agnes Alurray Kynynmound, heiress of Melgund in Forfar, and 
of Lochgelly tind Kynynmound, in Fifeshire. She was habitually ad- 
dressed as Jjiidy Elliot Murray. 

3 Isabella ; Gilbert (1st Earl of Minto) ; Hugh, Cth April 1752 ; 
Alexander ; Robert ; Eleamtr. 
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trolled Bcneibility, tlie romantic impulsirencgs of cbarac- 
ter, and " high imagininga," which, in the ease of the 
BiHter, probably increased constitutional tendencies to 
the extent of rendering them morbid, and whicli iu that 
of the brother diminished the succesafulnesa of his career 
and the happiness of his life. Her eldest son Gilhtirt^ 
and !ier youngest daughter Eleanor, were not supposed 
by her to be of the porcelain elay of which the rest were 
made, and her allusions, soon after Hugh left her, to 
Gilbert's coldness of manner, as compared with Hugh's 
more demonstrative nature, ia not less striking, when we 
•find that she lived to give her entire confidence to her 
eldest son, and to be on terms approaching to estrange- 
ment with the younger. 

To a want therefore of home sunshine, it is possible 
that wo may in part ascribe the fact that the letters 
written fi^ni home deal chiefly with news, with politics, 
or with advice, while those addressed there by the 
absent sons, arc confined to matters alfeeting their 
studies and pursuits. 

Prom their earliest years the boys were training for 
the world. 

" Idfe," says Byron, " has no Present," but childhood 
is a time of life which should form an eseeption to the 
rule, a time when stores of mental as of bodily health 
may be laid up in days of careless enjoyment. 

At twelve years old Hugh was with his elder brother 
in Paris, learning French and I'mage dti monde under 
the auspices of David Hume. 

1 The AbaciK^ of AJick in iDilia, snil th<- f oDtli of llob, prevented 
m from plnying nn equal port with the uthsts in the familj drama. 
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The circumstances of tlic family probably had much 
to do with the eagemesB with wliich the boys were pre- 
IKired to cnt«r on the arena where honours were to be 
won. Poor, and proud of the position to wliieh character 
and abilities had raised them, the parents gtrovc to fit 
the sons to keep what themselves had g^ed. Gilbert, 
writing to Ilia mother from Edinburgh, in reply to a 
letter of congratulation on a eucceBsfiil display in the 
Bhotorical Society, deprecates her being too much elated 
by his BucceHs ; though, he says, he well knows the im- 
portance of obtaiuing the power of public speaking. 

I am, however, anticipating events ; so, to proceed 
with my story in order. In 1762, Mr. Liaton^ was 
engaged to be their tutor, and during that and the 
following year hia pupils appear to have lived at Twick- 
enham, and to have prosecuted the onlinaiy studies of 
their age under his superintendence. Towards the end 
of 1764 they went to Paris, wlicre they siient two years in 
a military school, directed by the Abb(5 Choquart. While 
there they made the acquaintance of Mirabeau, a boy of 
their own age, for whom the school of I'Abb^ Choquart 
hod been specially selected as being more like a prison 
than a school. " Je I'ai mia chez I'AblxS Choquart," 
wrote the old Marquis de Mirabeau, " I'ami dcs hommes," 
but certainly not the friend of his son, " cet homme 
est roide, et force les pimitions dans 1e besoin." 

No complaints of harsh treatment have, however, 
been recorded in the letters of the Elliots. In a style 

' Hobert Liston, Esq., if Nbw Liston, netir Edinburgli, nfltmanU 
Sir R. liston, luimBtor nt Natlrid, ambsimndor to Constiuitiuople, etc. j 
tug Baluy ta tutor was £2G a-yeet, bcit, board, and washiug. 
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of which the idiom soon became more Froiiuli ttiun 
Ei^Usli, they deacribe the Uttio evouta of their school 
life: their studies in ancient and modem languages; 
their lessons in dancing, swimming, fencing, tennis ; 
their military drill on Sundays; tlicir parties in fine 
weather to Argenteuil, " a village on the Seine not to be 
compared to Richmond," and in winter to the theatre to 
see ZaJre, " a tragedy by Monsieur do Voltairo ; " the 
changes in their uniforms from blue and gold in winter 
to blue and silver, with a blue silk waistcoat, in summer. 
These and similar topics form the staple commodity of 
the boys' letters. The two great field-days of the school 
year— the king's ftSte-day, and "le jour des prix" — deserve 
fuller notice. 

" Gilbert told you in his last letter," wrote Hugh to 
luB mother on the 12th of September 1765, "that I 
would ^ve you an account of the Rite of St. Louis. I 
therefore begin in the following terms : — 

" Our first appearance was in amis after Iiaving per- 
formed military operations till dark. The place where 
we exhibited, wliich was in the middle of a small planta- 
tion at the end of our garden, wliich was excessively 
pretty when illuminated with garlands and lustres, was 
at once changed from a field of battle to a doncing- 
BchooL For having laid aside our arms we danced stage 
dances till ten o'clock, opera-aingera warbling cantatas 
to the king's praises between every dance ; then the 
whole was shut by a firework." 

Nothing could well be loss like the amnscnicnta of a 
holiday at an Eiigliali school than tliis mixture of niimie 
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war and the opera. The ilay of public cxamiuatioii, at 
which Mr. Listou wrote that hi» pupils had gained some 
credit, ia described by Gilbert:^ "The AbbcS had 
thought to make a great coup by making the examina- 
tion open with a new exercise, wliich none of the troopa 
in France will do till May ; but, alas 1 it was throwing 
pearls before swine, for there was little else than ladies 
and clci^ymen to see it, who did not know the new from 
the old one. Our friend Mirabeau then repeated a long 
discourse in praise of mathematics, composed by the 
Abbt^ ; and after a general clap, was examined on that 
part of hid Btudios. I was esaniiued aFter hiiu on the 
eame subject. We were yesterday witli the Countess of 
Bouftlers, and dine with her on Sunday. Wc wore witi 
Madame de Forcalquier yesterday. " Ces damea," adds 
Hugh, in French, " nous resolvent on no pout pas mieux, 
et nous avona un fond de babil asscz honntte." 

Mr. Hume, to whom they had been specially com- 
mended, showed them great kindness, and often riaited 
them and auperintended their fitudies. Nothing sur- 
prised Mr, Liston more than the absolute neglect by 
their friends of the French boys at the AbWs school ; 
from year's end to year's end no one inquired for them. 

In 1700 tliey returned to their owii country, and 
were sent to continue their studies in Ediubui^h, under 
the Bupcrintendonce of Professor George Stuart In 
those days, aa at present, the education given in Edin- 
burgh was of a multiform description. Both brothora 
studied mathematics, classics, and rhetoric ; attended 
lectures on natumi and moral pliilosophy and chem- 
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istry ; learned dmwing, fencing, and duitoiug ; aud wlieu 
to all these subjecta Gilbert waa mude to add civil law, 
and Hugh bookkeeping and writing, no wonder Gilbert 
infonncd Wh father that their studies were " much too 
crowded. What I mean is not that we have too niany 
hours employed, but that wc cannot give sufficient time 
to each subjecL The scene shifta too quickly fn>m ono 
to the other." Their week-day time being thus fully 
employed, Sundays found them glad to enjoy the recrea- 
tion of a quiet dinner party with their grandmamma ^ 
and aiints,^ who lived in Edinbui^h. 

After a slight illness of Hugh's iu 17G0> Mr. Stuart 
writes as follows to Sir Gilbert : — " Hugh's jMipuIarity 
is Bueh that since he has been allowed to sec any one 
his tev& has been crowded." In the same letter be 
says, "Gilbert is pleaded with himself; he does nothing 
for show." 

About this time Hugh wrote to his mother an ac- 
count of a visit which he paid to Mr. Liston's farm for 
change of air. " We are just returned from a jaunt to 
Mr. Listen's farm, where t have in a good measure 
made up all the beef 1 lost in my last illness. Wo 
arrived there at eight o'clock on Saturday night, and 
were most agreeably Huqmscd by the sound of a tiddle. 
I immediately conjectured that it was a penny weddii^, 
and directly ran into the bam from whence the soimd 

' Hvlea Stuiirt (Ouwiij-.t luuly Klliol), linuglihT of Sir lloWrt 
StUATt of Allniibnnk, Bitrt., Hxrwicksliuv, uiil wiilow of Lcini Minli>, 
Justiuo-Clurk. 

• Odb of thear, Miss .Juiifi Eiliot, was thi: mthopois of tlm luiich- 
namiml hrtUiul, "TIk; rionii^ .if iIih Fimst." 
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proceeded; but was greatly disappointed when I saw 
some young ladies of six feet high^ with immense fly- 
caps and silk nc^lig^es, dancing with some fitrmers veiy 
near as tall as themselves. Quite Text at my own 
insignificance^ and frightened that I should be crushed 
to pieces eveiy moment, I could scarcely be prevailed 
on to dance ; however, the first tremour being over, and 
seeing the tallest and most terrible strain his ankle, so 
that he could not return to the dance, I ventured to 
take out his partner, whose apron-strings I scarcely 
came up to, and danced down a countiy dance." 

In the spring of the foUowing year, after describing 
the order of their studies, Mr. Stuart writes : — " In 
everything where Hugh's age admits, he is really 
wonderful." Two months later, he says, "Your two 
young men are going on well in their studies, and are 
superior to most of their companions. I never had 
occasion to see two brothers so contrasted, and indeed 
I should find it a more difficult task to manage Hugh, 
were it not for the example of his brother. He is 
lively, agreeable, and popular. No wonder if his viva- 
city is now and then above his reason. As it is, he 
needs a very sharp eye ;" and then follows an amusing 
account of some excesses into which poor Hugh had 
been led by the injudicious hospitalities of some of his 
friends. " Hugh has great honesty and candour," he 
writes on another occasion; "if his quickness and 
vivacity hurry him away, it will not be for want of taste 
and penetration.'* 

Dr. Sonierville, writing to Liaily Elliot in January 
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176B, meutiona a circuinsttiuce which confirms the 
above account of Hugh's readiness : — " I attended them 
one CTCuing to their Society (the Rhetorical) ; few of 
the young orators happened to be prepared upon the 
question of the night, and the debate was like to have 
come soon to a stand, when Mr. Hugh Btood up with 
great spirit, and, to good purpose, spoke for some 
minutes in reply to what liad been thrown out before. 
It gave surprise to every person present, and I never 
before had reason to think so highly of his abilities. If 
his appearance had not been sujierior to what might 
have been expected fr«im many who are justly enough 
esteemed promising yomig men, I should not have said 
one word about it."^ 

At this periotl of their lives Hugh got into scrapes 
by " mixing too much salt with his repartees;" whde Gil- 
bert ran some danger of finding that sweets have their 
" aourc " too. It was surmised at home that he neglected 
his law-books for the society of a young lady of his 
acquaintance ; but his defence seems to have been com- 
plete when he wrote to bis mother that, " after all, it 
had only made him take up Thonison's Seasons once or 
twice instead of iiia Roman Uiatoiy ;" and lie proceeds, 
perhaps in self- justification — ^"this town is proving 
idler every day. It is already much thinned. There 
are at preseut in Edinbui^h above a thousand people 
perfectly idle. The journeymen tailors have for some 
time given up their work, insisting on higher wages. 
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The raaaoua auil carijcutera have all followed their 
example," etc. etc. 

In 1708 the brothers weut to Oxford. Soon after 
Hugh's arrival he wrote a letter to his father, from wliich 
the following cxtraet will suffice to show the iiiauiiera aud 
customs of Oxford nearly a eentury ago :— 

" My dear Father — We are now begimiing to be a 
little settled to our business aud situation, and I hope 
we may go on very welL As yet I have seen nothing 
which may interrupt ns, for although moat of the young 
people here are much idler than I could have conceived, 
yet as there are so many of them in the some way, and 
they have always enougli to join iu any idle scheme, 
they never trouble their heads about anybody else but 
those who are present, 

"This, I think, is the ordinaiy way the noblemen 
and gentlemen commoners spend their day : get up at 
eight and go to prayers ; breakfant at nine, and some 
hour in the forenoon read some Greek or Latin with 
their tutor ; the rest of the forenoon is given up either 
to tennis, riding, shooting, but for the most -part to 
lounging ; dine at one ; after dinner, tliey invito one 
another to each other's rooms, and sit there mostly till 
between three and four ; then they go home and read 
another liour or two, and spend the evening between 
the coffee-house, cards, and the billiard-table, till Hup[)er- 
time, when they sup at each other's rooms, where they 
stay, mostly, till twelve or one o'clock. ... I dare- 
say some spend the <lay to much better purpose. 

"The tutor we met with seems to bo a very gotid 
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kiiul of mail, aiul a good elasKical scholar, but I cannot 
Had out that he has any other knowledge, at least not 
to any degree of perfection (I include history in the 
classics). We have juat been dining with Dr. Markham, 
and I do not know anyboily that he has had twice in 
hia house in so short a time. He aaked ua what part of 
learning we were moat deficient in. My brother told 
him that wo know little Greek, but that we found our- 
BelTes equal to most young men of our age in Latin, 
and that we had applied ourselves particularly to vutthd- 
matiques, and liad got the rudiments of most of the 
sciences. He answered that, to be sure, math^matiques, 
and those kind of things, were very noceseary for a 
gentleman, but that it was only classical and historical 
knowledge that make able statesmen, and then ho went 
on to recommend the study of Greek. As, however, 
you intend me for the anny,^ I should think it very 
improper in me to give my time to it, as long as I havo 
any of what be calls those 'kind of things' to learn. 

' General Si-ott of Scotolarbet, who was an intimntfl Friend of 
Sir Gilberfa, presttitcU hia aon, Mr. Hugh EUiot, in 1782, with a 
lieutenoDt'H eommission in a new levied regiment of which General 
SisnCt had gut Clie colonelcy. — (Letter of Sir Gilbert to Justice -CleTk, 
1762.) Hugli vaa bom in Arril 17G2, and was at this tiiiiB just 
ton yciUS old. The fnvour was utisoliviti-i]. and, though an itbuau, trait 
emuridered aa a piivilega of the colooe!, and had b«n often cjcerciscil 
without attracting publio notice or animadversion. According to 
the cnstom which had prevailed in other instancos of commissinnB 
givru to youths too yonng for actnal service, Mr. Elliot's time should 
have counted from the date of bis fimt coinmiasioii, and shnnld thns 
bnvn euUt1c<d him to tho same nuk with tboac who huiI hetm in the 
n'giiii«iit during thut [-erioil. 
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Uo also reconimeiKled the natural philosophy, as some 
of its branclics were veiy necessary for an officer to 
leam, especially hydrostatics. In short, I think he 
endeavoured to recommend everything which is taught 
here, and dis-reeomniend everything which is not taught 
here. As for myself, tlus is the plan which I have hiid 
down : — If I am to read law, six to eight, law; eight, 
prayers, which we all attend; sup and breakfast, lune 
to ten ; we go to our tutors, ten to eleven ; law again ; 
eleven to one, liistoiy ; one to two, dine ; two to tlu^c, 
when I can get the dancing-master, who is very good, 
and who I shall soon have ; draw, three to four ; 
natural philosophy, four to five; after five, conigue 
sections ; the astntnomy, by all accounts, is nothing ; at 
half-past five I will go to the coffee-house — everybody 
goes there. 

" We are told we must take great care never to 
speak upon polities, or prefer any other Uuivereity to 
this. 

" Frederick Stewart had given himself the airs of 
despising everj^thing that was English, and spcidilng of 
everything that was Scotch, and had offended my uncle 
by speaking in the coflFee-house of his father's intrigue 
witii the PriucesB of Wales. . . . 

" Pray, papa, if anybody a^^ks you how we like 
Oxford, don't tell thenj that we find fault with anything, 
for I never saw people so bigoted to any place in my 
life, and they are jealous of the least thing that can be 
construed against it." 

In 17/0 we again find both brothers at Paris. An 
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amusing letter from Hugh describes some of the first 
visits they piiid ou their arrival : — " As soon as wc were 
cquipired we waited on Mr. Waljiole, who seems to be 
as diy iuid cold a kind of gentleinaD as ever I saw. He 
cleared up a little when he heard that we had some 
French acquaintance, and did not depend entirely npon 
him for introductions. His behaviour was not particular 
to us in this respect, but is the same to all the young 
English ; and, indeed, I think he is so far in the right, 
as it would Ix: impossible to take any chai^ of such a 
parcel of raw ignorant boys as most of them seem to 
be." In the same letter he describes a visit to Madame 
de BouHlcra,^ " who was at her studies in her bed- 
chamber. She received us very kindly, and ^mke about 
all our Scotch and English authors; if she had time, 
she would set about translating Mr. Smith's Moral 
Sentiments — ' 11 a dea idiSes si justes dela sympathie.' 
This book is now in great vogue here ; this doctrine of 
sympathy bids fair for cutting out David Hume's Imma- 
t«rialism, especiaUy with the ladies, ever since tfa^ heard 
of Ilia marriage. 

" Madame du Defland has told us to como to her 
peliU soupers whenever we please. We are both a little 
awkward yet in company, and not so much at our case; 
that, however, is wearing off every day, and by the time 
we shall see you again, we hope to be quite ma.sters at 
least of our bodies. As to our studira — the imlice did 
not pve QB back oiu* books till yesterday, and we have 

' Comtpsso dp Iloufflera, frcqucutly nitntioncd in Wnlpole'a Cut- 
rajiotutctio; aa I'Idolt rfii Temple. 
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met with a great check in the poor old Abb6 Choquart, 
who^ by all accounts^ is one of the best men of France 
for composition^ being in the Temple^ the French Fleet 
prison. I would go to him there^ if it was not such an 
immense way off^ and that there is no standing the 
stench of his room when once you are in it. He is to 
give us a list of military books. I am now reading 
Blond's Artillery. We are lodging at the H6tel de 
Londres^ Rue Dauphine^ and are to pay 5 louis per 
month ; we could not find anything under which would 
do." 

Gilbert, writing in French, describes, with some 
particularity, the society of Madame Geofinn,^ and 
dwells on the trouble it gave her to "gouvemer ses 
savans." The coterie of Madame (JeoffKn was divided 
into two sets, which met alternately at her house on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, and disastrous would have 
been the fate of him who, by intention or mischance, 
should have presented himself before her on the wrong 
day. " Si les deux vcnaient par hasard h se rencontrer, 
elle dit que sa maison serait jet^e par les fenfitres I " 
Gilbert gave the preference to the Wednesday meetings, 
on account of the presence of Mademoiselle FEspinasse.^ 
Madame du Deffand's society they described as ^^ plus 

^ Madame Geoffrin was celebrated in her day as a bel-esprU^ and 
the patroness of literary men, the most eminent among whom met 
frequently at her house. Montesquieu, the Enq/clopSdistes, TAbb^ 
Delille, and La Harpe, were among her most intimate friends. — See 
article on Madame Geoffrin, Biblioth^qtic Portative. 

■ The d-devarU companion of Madame du Deffand, the friend of 
D*Alembert, and authoress of some celebrated letters. 
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i^lcv^ que le FumasHo dc Madame Geofirin," and it was, 
OB we know from Walpule, composed of all that was 
eminent in France, cither by intellect or position.^ 

Gilbert writes at thia time with some brotherly pride 
of Hugh's popularity with men and women, hut a more 
impartial testimony to the merits of both brothers will 
be found in Madame du DcfFand's published eorre- 
spondcnee with Horace Walpole : '*— " Nous avons ici 
Ics enfants de M. Elliot. Ila sont infiniment aimables. 
Ila savent parfaitemont le frani^ais, ila Bont gaiB, dotix, et 
polls, et plaisent ft. tout le raonde. Je les vols Bourent, 
j'ai pour eux toutes les attentions possibles, mais ils 
n'ont bcsoin do pcrsonne pour les faire valoir, on leur 
trouve une fort jolie figure," 

In the autumn of 1770 Gilbert returned to Christ 
Church, and Hugh ^ procecde<l to Metx, where he pro-' 
posed to study military scicuce, and e8|)ccially fortifiea- 
tion, a camp being at that time held there for the 
instruction of the Duke de Cliartrcs; and Madame do 
Bouffiers and others gave liim introdnctiona to the 
officers iu command. He seems to have been atmek by 
the absence of courtesy on the part of the French 
officers to their English guests : " The Swiss and Ger- 

' From MiLdamo Biccaboni, uuntlior ci^lebntcd literuy lajy, and 
tlifl authoivg* of BBveriil novels, there are two or throe letteta in tlii» 
collection wiittea to my graudfiitLer at Mnnich. 

' Vol, ii. p. 81. 

' It npjKnn from the letters tlint Sir Gilbert, believing that his 
son's cluim to regimento] rank irould he in nowiae afleclfd 1>;r dcfurriiig 
tha moment at whivL he should Join, ivna anxioiia thnt his iiredons 
iiiilitiiry iiIiiL-iitioii should be a^ complete us jw^siljli.'. 
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man are, howeyer, all the more ciyil to us on that 
account, for they are on ill terms with the French.'' 
From Metz, Hugh went to Strasbuigh, and thence 
returned to England. What became of him during the 
following year I do not discover; but it was in the 
course of 1771, and when he had barely attained his 
nineteenth year, that he met with a disappointment which 
rankled in his mind through life. Haying received, as 
has already been said, when still in his early childhood, 
a commission in the army, an honour which procured 
him the notoriety of an allusion in No. 45 of the North 
Briton, he now learnt that Lord Barrington refused to 
ratify the appointment, on the ground that such com- 
missions, passing over inferior grades of rank, could only 
be given to princes of the blood-royaL The rank of 
' captain, however, appears to have been granted him for 
the purpose, as we learn from one of his father's letters, 
of enabling him to enter a foreign army with certain 
advantages.^ 

The blow to Hugh must have been severe. All 
the military ardour which had been fostered by his 
supposed destination in life was blighted, and at that 
time his love for the profession of arms is described 
as a " passion." He did not, however, at once forego 
his hope of gratifying it ; but, with the consent of his 
family, he set out for Vienna, in the spring of 1772, 
with letters of introduction to Lord Stormont, Qeneral 
Prince Poniatowski, and to General Langlais. 

^ At that time no officer of the Austrian army holding a rank 
inferior to that of captain was received in Viennese societj'. 



iim 



17 



It is impossible to read this episode in my grand- 
&ther'3 life, given with all the details of imreBeired 
family correspoudence, without remarking tlie change- — 
it must be admitted for the better — wliieh lias token 
place HJnce thoac days, bntli in the manner of granting 
and of receiving apjioiiitnients in the public flcrvice. 
Publicity hoa deprcsseil patronage, and has made it 
neceattary that young men should have such claims to 
preferment aa will bear the investigation of the envious 
or the lesa fortunate ; and the disapjjointed candidate 
hardly wonders while he grumblcH at the discovery 
that, for every vacant appointment there are found 
"five hundred good as he," In 1772, the refusal to 
ratiiy such an appointment ns that claimed by Hugh 
Elliot was looked on as the most cutting insult, the 
cruellest injury : foes were supposed to triumph over 
8o great a disgrace ; friends coidd not do enough to wipe 
out 80 crying an injustice. 

A short stay at Vienna sufficed to show there was 
little or no cliance of obtaining the desired admission 
tcith raiik into the Austrian anny, but the time spent 
there was not without results, as it gained for Hugh the 
cordial friendship of Lord Stormont, the British Minister 
at Vienna, who remained his fast and useful friend.^ From 
that period, too, dates his correspondence with Countess 
Thun, one of the most agreeable and cultivated women 
in Viennese society, of whom Wraxall ^ in his Memoirs 
' Hugh was [ircsented to the Emperor .loiwph while at Vii-iinB, and 
his tiitlwr, in one uf hie Idt^ra, cuiigrutiiLitea him ou ui opportunitjr at 
Bering that " remark&ble foutig Buvereign," 
I Wnuall's ilemoirs, vol, ii. 
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of the Court of Berlin, etc., thus writes : " No capital 
in Europe can produce persons moro distinguished by 
natural and acquired endowments, or of minds more 
liberal and enlarged than the Countess Thun and 
Countess Pergen ; the hontfes of both are the rendez- 
vous of cTerything that pretends to refinement in this 
capital." Years afterwards, Msidame de Thun, in speak- 
ing of Hugh Elliot's appearance at this time at Vienna, 
said to Mr. Brydone, " Such as he was at eighteen years, 
80 would I wish my son to bc."^ 

Nothing can more strongly prove the engaging and 
attractive character of his manners at this time, than the 
interest he inspired in persons so well acquainted with 
the world as Lord Stormont and Countess Thun, and I 
cannot resist ginng one more extract in his praise from 
a letter of Lord Stormout's, which, though shown to his 
family, had not been written for their eyes. 

" Vienna, Aug. 5, 1772. 

" I must leave off, as I have several letters on bond, 
and give a little farewell dinner for Elliot, who seta out 
to-morrow. I really see him go with much concern. The 
sweetness of his disposition, the manner in which the 
' dements are blended ' in him, the variety of his acci 
plishments and pursuits, make him a young man so 
much after my heart, that I often lament in secret I am 

' Mr. Brydoue, writing from Vifnnii to Hugh in 177fl, Bays, 
"Hadftmeile Thun has evcrytMng but beauty. I have never » 
more agreeable or wnaible woman. Her only wish, she says, is that 
her son Hhould he like yo»."— MS. Letters, 1776. 

Mr. Brydone, the Sicilian traveller, bad Iwen, like many other Ei 
lish tnivi'llera, iiitrodncpil by my RTandrBther to Mndnme de Thun. 
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not the father of such a son, thougli, God knows, I never 
was less (lisposed than at present to tfy my chance." 

In writing to Sir Gilbert, Lord Stormont expreeses 
a hope that, though Hugh had failed in the object of 
his joiimey to Vienna, " he would have no reason to 
repent it ; it is an advantage to an Eiiglisbmai) to exa- 
mme the detail, and contemplate all the consequences 
of severe discipline, though he may not exjiect, and per- 
haps should not attempt, to introduce it at home." 

Spurred on by a thirst for militaiy adventure, Hugh 
proceeded from Vienna to Warsaw, taking advantage 
of the escort of the Pope's nuncio ; " who," wrtite one 
of Sir Gilbert's correspondents from Vienna, "is the 
most sacred character under whose wing your son can 
be sheltered against confederates fighting for their 
religion ; and the most abandoned of them will fall 
down and worship him." 

From Warsaw Hugh wrote to his father on the 30th 
September 1772 : " I have met with a very favourable 
reception here. The King's^ person and manner are 
strikingly engaging and manly. I never was so moved 
with any scene as with the first aspect of tliis court. 
Remorse or despair get the better of the forced cheer- 
fulness with which they endeavour to veil the approach 
of ruin, slavery, and oppression.^ But these only 
prompt them to complaints; not one man is bold 
enough to draw his sword in the common cai^e. All 
the blood that has been shed in the niunberless con- 

' SUuialna'AugUHtus Poaintowaki. 
) 'Hiepartitiouof FolundwaB JetcrDitiieJinl772. 
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federations was only the consequence of private piques 
and jealousies^ fomented by the intrigues of France. 

'' I could not help expressing my surprise to the 
King (the last time I was with him) that he did not 
raise his standard in some part of the kingdom, as I 
was sure, from my own feelings, that he would soon have 
an army of volunteers, able at least to defend his person 
from danger. He took me by the hand, and said : — 
'Ah! mon cher Elliot, nous ne sommes pas des 
Anglais.' He is now reduced to the greatest distress, 
as his revenues are entirely in the hands of his enemies ; 
he has hardly wherewithal to pay his household ser- 
vants, much less an army." 

In spite of the deplorable condition of the country, 
overrun by the armies of the three great powers, and of 
a monarchy tottering to its fall, Warsaw was at that 
time the most brilliant and dissipated Court in exist- 
ence; and though the haughty minister^ of Catherine 
did not think it worth while to rise from his chair when 
the King approached,^ yet Stanislas Augustus, gifted 
himself with every grace, ruled over a nobility un- 
equalled in Europe for beauty of person, for polish of 
manners, and for every accomplishment which lends a 
charm to society. No wonder then that the young 
Englishman should have found attractions enough to 
delay him there. From the correspondence which he 

1 Stackelberg. 

* Everybody knew Stackelberg to be the real King. If Stanislas 
entered tlie room when the Ambassador was at cards, the hanghty 
Russian, without leaving his seat, motioned to the King to take 
another. — Wraxall's Memoirs. 
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subsequeutlj carried on with tiie BritiHli MinUter at 
Warsaw, Mr. Wroughton/ it appears that PriucesseB 
had conspired to detain him, and that the great Ambas- 
sador, Count Staekelberg hiniaeif, had been glad to see 
Jiim go. 

The " red planet Mars" was, however, still in the 
ascendant, and under its influence he again set fortli to 
join the Russian anny, then employed in Moldavia 
agamst the Turks. Finding on his arrival at Bucharest 
that nothing in a military way was passing there, owing 
to the "unexpected prolongation of the armistice and 
the meeting of the congress there," he joined an English 
officer on a further expedition to Constantuiople, from 
whence ho wrote to his father, December 17, 1772, that 
having received from the Turkish jVmbaRsador at Bu- 
charest a penniaaion to see the Turkish army, he and his 
companion. Colonel Ainslie, had visited Schumlat, their 
headquarters, and had passed some time with the Great 
Vhder and other principal officers of the Porte. Tlie 
Vizier had shown them much civility, presenting each of 
them with a horse. " We have had in this jaunt the 
advantage of seeing an army of which Europeans in 
general have little acquaintance, and form very false 
conjectures : the people, the manners, the govenuncnt, 
seem to be as little imder8too<l." 

From Constantinople lie returned to Bucharest, 
where he appears to have been laid up for nearly two 
■ Mr, Wroaghton, aftcrH-iinia Sir Thamui, Bod niiniNler nt Btopk- 
halm. It u'BS said tbat in his jouth hv lisul liuRn a favniinHl ndsiircr 
of C«therine 11., and tLst he was luinovt'd from Ht. Pflyrsbiirg by the 
Qnrad Dake's deaire. 
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inoiithB with a eevere attack of fever ; from which he 
had barely recovered when be joined the headquartcra 
of Marshal Romanzow at Jassy. 

The expedition to Constantinople, when known in 
England, seems to have been viewed with some dis- 
pleasiirc by Sir Gilbert, who wrote his son several letters 
in a somewlmt severe tone, on tbe instability of purpose 
and want of self-control displayed by him, in converting 
a journey to Vienna in search of military employtneut 
into a pleasure-trip for the gratification of curiosity. 

To these letters, which also enjoined his immediate 
return to England, Hugh replied from Jassy that, witli 
eveiy desire to obey his father at once and implicitly, he 
owed it to his name and his uuifonn not to quit an 
army on the eve of its commencing hostilities ; that to 
do so after a s^jour of five months would be a disgrace 
which he, the only English officer with the Russian 
troops, could not incur; and in consequence be an- 
nounced his intention to join the division of Colonel 
Soltikotr, which was about to attack Russig, a fortress 
and town on the other side of the Danube; and to return 
to England as soon as it shall " be clear to all that the 
desire of obeying his father's orders, and not tbe desire 
of avoiding danger, alone makes him quit tlie field." 
He added that the hope which bad guided him through 
all his wanderings was that of obtaining such military 
distinction as would induce the authorities at home " to 
realise" the militaiy rank which he nominally held in 
the British army. 

Most unfortunately 1 can find no details of this 
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episode in his lifo, though allusions to somo brilliant 
exploits of his, m an action before Silistria, are frequent 
in the correspondence.^ The fullest account of Hugh's 
movementH while with the Russian army is given in the 
following letter from Marshal Romanzow to Sir R. 
Gunning, British Minister at St. Petersburg : — 

" Monsieur — Votre Excellence voudra bien permettrc 
qu' cneoun^ par Ics Bont<!8 que Messieurs ses Pr^d^ces- 
seurs ont eues pour moi, j'ose lui addresser la pr^sente. 
Saisissant acec bien de rempresBemeut I'occasion de lier 
un commerce avec elle, jo I'entreticndrai un pen ample- 
niertt au sujet d'un de ses compatriotes, M. Elliot. 

" Get offieier, ayant appris I'autonme passive, a 
Varsorie, que les PWnipotenti aires pour le Congrfes de 
Fockiany se sont s^pares, dans la persuasion que les 
bustilit^s recommence raient, se reudit ^ notre anni^e, en 
Tue d'y servir comme volontaire. La n^goeiation 

' Since writing this, I havo bmii h fourth i-dition of Tooko's Life of 
Calheraie tht Second, in wliich, after un aci^outit of a surprise of the 
BosuoD army at Giurgevo by the Turks In the campiugn of 1773, the 
foIla<rmg passage occars. " in Engliahtaaii named Elliot, in the 
service of Russia distinguished himself iu au pxtraordiiiar; miuitier 
at Qinigevo. Uu sprang with no teas agilitj than boldness over the 
heads and sabres of the Spahis, and fell into the river, which ho 
crossed by swimming." A family tradition ctista of his baviog nc- 
complished part of the distance by holding OD to tbo toil of a Cossack's 
horns Auotlier sUiry is alluded to in the fiunily lettera, which most 
have happened about this time, of u wonderfully rapid journey made 
by him (probably from the camp to Wsrsaw), all the aulhoritio* on 
the route vying with each other in exiwJiting Ihu truveller, nhu repre- 
sented himself to be the husband of a Moldavian princess, llyiug b«Gk 
to her ufter a triumphant campaign. 
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renou^, il profita de cet iutenalle pour faire une course 
h. Constantinople. II vient k niou Quartier-G6n(5ral an 
moment que la derni&re ni5gociation tirait vere sa fin. 
H apprond que la guerre va recommencer, et me 
demando d'Strc employ^. En attendant, il lui arrire, 
h ce que j'apprendH h pi^sent, dee onlres de Mon^eur 
son pfere, qui lui enjoignent de revcnir en Angleterre, 
N'^tant point de la trempe de cct officier, Ji qui un 
Marshal n^pondit (lorequ'il liii dciiiaodu h louverture 
d'une canipagne la penniBaion de pouvoir He retirer de 
I'arm^, pn^textant des ordreg de ses parents pour cet 
eSet): ' Honore pire et mfere, et tu vivras long-temps :' 
— il me conjure de I'cxp^dicr pour un corps od jc 
ctoyaJB qu'il y aurait le plutdt aSairc. Je TeuToie en 
VuUacliio. Lit on lui dit que les Tiircs passent prfes de 
SiliHtria. II 8c rend en poste an corps du CWn^ral 
Potemkin. On y vient aus niainn : et dans le rapport 
que ue g^n^ral me fait de cotte affaire, il nie dit 
mcrveille de Monsieur Elliot, de fa^on que je n'ai 
pu me dispenser d'en foire mentios h ma souve- 
raine. Je me crois encore nblig^ h lui rcndre justice 
anpr^s de votro Excellence. Ses aimablcs qiiaIit<5B ainsi 
que sa conduite h cette occasion lui out acquis mon 
cstimc, et je ne nie point & votrc Excellence que je 
ni'int^resae beaucoup il lui. .T'obc done la prier trfea 
humblement de calmer Monsieur son p^re, et de faire 
connaitre h sa cour, I'ardeur militaire de ce jcune 
officier. 11 ni(5rite d'etre encouragi^. J'aurai les plus 
grandes obligations h votre Excellence de cette conde- 
Bcendance pour moi. Je finis cette lettre, pent @tre deja 
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trop longue, par lui presenter Ics asHumnces de la. 
consid^ratioD avec liiqiiclle j'ai riioiineiir d'etre, Mon- 
deur, de votre Escelleiiue le tr^a humble et trbs 
oMisaont eerviteur, 



Cte. Romanzow. 



' Atriims.- 



Writing on tlie same day to Hugh hiiiiBclf,^ Marshal 
Romauzow congratulates hiin on the diatinctiou he had 
achieved, and goes on thus :— 

" Permettez que je yous parte k cette heure en ami, 
Vous avez parfaitement soutenu I'id^o quo j'ai con^ue de 
touH, que j'ai g<iniiralcnient de votre nation. Vous vous 
ties expostj une fois, nc lo faites plus. Conaeirez TOii 
joura pour des exploits dignes d'uii twn citoyen qui ee 
doit & Ba patrie. Pcut-6tre Hurais-jc un jour In satis- 
faction d'admirer, k la tdte de vos braves compatriotes, 
les talens que vous veuez de deployer chez noua ; et de 
me rappeller avec bien du coutentement qu'en suivant 
votre penchant, voua vous gtea pn^pare k Tami^ que j'ai 
I'honneur de commander, les voyes, qui vous conduiront 
par la suite dans le chcniin de la gloire, dont vous avez, 
j'eu suiB convaincu, les plus justee notions." 

In spite of this friendly advice, Hugh apparently 
could not tear himself away from the army ; for we find 

' From iliis letter it appears that Hugh hail bern «*mng with tbn 
diviiion under Potenikin. 

Pntemlcin, who was dislilced and distraati^ by Rnmuizow, wns 
■hortly afterwarda acnt to St. Petersbnrg with despatches, and waa almoat 
uamediatel; inatunedin the post nf favourite, from whiuh time his pnwer 
waa acareelj- 1<>S9 thnn Ihar of the Empress herself.- -Li/r of Potamtin. 
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him writing to his father from the camp at Jalamutz on 
the ^^ 1773. 

" My dear Father — Since my last I left Count Solti- 
kofiTs army^ and hurried night and day to be present 
with the Feld-Marechal at his enterprise upon Silistria. 
I^ however^ found him already across the Danube, and a 
short march from the place. All the officers of note, 
who have seen other armies and other wars^ agree that 
never were troops in a more desperate situation, or with- 
drawn with more skilL The present existence of every 
individual in this army is merely owing to the conduct 
and capacity of the Marechal, joined to the bravery of 
General Weisman, who made our retreat good, though 
at the expense of his life. I shall not endeavour to give 
a detail of the several operations which distinguished the 
attack of the town, and our retreat of thirty miles in a 
country where a regular army would scarce attempt to 
pass in the most profound peace. I hope that you will 
not think me advantageous ^ if I mention that the Mar- 
shal was BO good as to give me equal marks of approba- 
tion for my conduct during this expedition as in the 
former rencontres, when he was pleased to treat me with 
a most flattering distinction. 

''I am most uneasy to know how yomrill taStbmj 
disobedience." * .^ 

Sir Gilbert was naturally much mollified by the dis- 
tinction gained by his son during his short period of 

^ A Gallicism, owing, no doubt, to his constant use at this time 
of French, in which hinguage avanta/jeux sometimes means vain or 
boastful. 
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eerricc with the Ruaaian army, and by tho praises of his 
spirit and conduct which flowed in from all quorteiB. 
M. Pouschkin, Rusaian ambassador in London, van 
desired to report to the English Government the very 
strong expressions of approbation with which Marshal 
Romanzow had mentioned the young Englishman in his 
despatches to his own government ; and Mr. Wroughton, 
in a letter to the Earl of Suffolk (Secretary of State for 
the Northern Department), dated Warsaw, 29th July 
1773, thus writes: "Field-Marshal Romanzow, in his 
relation" (to Count Staclcelberg of a victory over the 
Cirund Vizier) " speaks of Captain Elliot with uncommon 
praise, who, by all accounts from the army, has distin- 
guished himself with a truly British courage ; he is in- 
deed a young man of extraordinary merit," 

In a letter which Hugh addressed to the Marshal 
after his return to England, he ascribes his appointment 
aa Minister to the Court of Munich to the favourable 
impression which had been produced on the King by the 
praises wliich Romanzow \tm\ bestowed upon huii during 
his stay with the anny, and he characteristically adds — 
" Pardonncz si j'osc regretter lean effeta, puisqne ie 
Roi a jug^ qu'ellcs me rcudaicnt dignes d'un avancement 
fort peu ordinaire dans ce pays h mon age : quoique je 
me sens fort flatt^ de cette distinction, c'est avec biea 
de la peine que je me vois forc^ de laisecr partir seuls 
deux de mcs compatriotes qui vont vous ehcrcher aux 
bords du Danube." 

The first intimation of Lord Suffolk's intention to 
admit him into the " foreign minister line " was given to 



2(i ME3I0IH OF nran ei-liot. Ji"'* 

his fatlicr in tlio spring of 1773, and is mentioned in a 
letter addressed to Hugh at Warsaw. From this time 
Sir Gilbert naturally became niont imi>atieut for his sou's 
return to England, which, however, did not take place 
till the autumn of the year. On the 27th September 
1773, Sir Gilbert wrote to Hugh that he was appointed 
plenipotentiary at Munich in Bavaria, with a salary of 
£5 per diem,^ thougli his immediate predecessor had 
been reduced to £3, a sum manifestly inadequate to 
the expenses of a foreign minister, however economicul 
he might be. 

Though be was aware of his destination so early as 
September 1773, it appears that his appointment was 
not officially made until the spring of the following year. 
It bears the date of 29th April 1774. 

From the allusions which arc made to this period in 
the subsequent correspondence with his family, I imagine 
the winter to iiave been spent by them all in London, 
and that Hugh took his full share of the amusements of 
tlie day. His viaccaronism seems to have been a subject 
of jest among his friends, and his fim and his " flames," 
his adventures and masquerades, and his attendance at 
Ranclagh, arc frequently referred to in his sister's letters. 

The feelings with which Hugh set out on his new 
career may be guessed at by his letter to Marshal Ro- 
' TLia WHS a mistnkc. I^rd Suffolk, whpn mttking tlip appointment, 
Plpremed his intention of rsiaiiig tlie Balary frDm £3 to £5 piT diem, uiil 
did not apprebeoft there would lie any difficulty in ao doing ; but from 
aubseijueiit letlera I liud that no aucb altei'ntion wrh made, and the 
salary rL-niained t£ it hiul Ih^vd in M. de Vianes' tiniF. Mr, Uarm it 
Berlin had £150U n-jenr, and sp^nt. it wn.4 said, £3000. 
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m&nzow. In announcing his appointment to a friend, 
he goes on : — " The only thing tliat consoles me is," 
etc., and he probably shared fully in the sentinieuts of 
disapprobation which were excited among his quondam 
comnuleH by the announcement of hia new profession. 
" Comment," writes to hira Lieutenant-Colonel Peter- 
Hohn,' from Koutnehouk Oainardgi, 25th July 1774, 
"touh d^scrtez lea drapeaux do Mars et vouh rentrcz 
sous le joug dc la politique ? Mais ce sont des contcs 1 
Eh quoi ! cet Elliot aimable, sociable, l^ger, ^tourdi, 
galant, petit maltre, consent & s'cnfermer dans le fond 
dcH cabinets ! maia c'cat un larein fait h la soci(;h5 ! Cela 
me confond dans mea idt^es, Quoi le vif et l^ger Elliot, 
va done prendre sur soi I'air sombre et flegmatique d'un 
ministre, aprta ee ph^nom6ne je no di^seapfere pas un jonr 
de voir le Pape habilli! en huasard." 

On his way to Sfunich, Hugh made some stay in 
Paris, where the political changes whieh followed on the 
accession of Louia XVI. gave him matter for some inter- 
esting communications to hia Gorcniment. 

Hia (iret despatch from Munich is dated 23d June 
1774. 

There was at that time little or no business of any 
interest dependiug Iretween the Courts of Munich and 
of London.^ The questions which occupy the chief 

1 Colonel Pt-toraolin, chargl-'Tafairt.i of the RiisHinn CDUrt. 

' Since the (Mmcluaion of the Scvrn Yeare' War (1783) AiutriK and 
Pnusu hnd cantiuued to be rivaU for p*ver, within the Gvmuuiic 
Empire, while France was suspected of a design tn cheok the ninbiUous 
views of both, by instigating an alliance of the secondary German powiT^. 
The duty of an Engliih minister consisted in n-atcbiug the progress of 
their Tarious intrigues. 
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portions of my graDdfathci^a official corrDspondeuce re- 
late to matters which affected the Germau Empire and 
the King of Great Britain in his electoral capacity ; per- 
hai)8 for that yery reason they were al! the more inter- 
esting to the King, whose cordial approval of the young 
Minister's desi>atches was frequently signified through 
Lor«l Suffolk in public and private letters. 

It appears to me, as far as I am able to judge, that 
though no important events occurred to call forth the 
manifestation of superior abilities in him during his resi- 
dence at Munich, he displayed, nevertheless, from his first 
entrance into public life, considerable tact and unusual 
decision of character. A rapid penetration into men's 
motives, and a readiness in availing himself of the know- 
ledge he had gained, were evidently characteristics of 
his mind ; and on one occasion they were conspicuously 
shown, when, in conducting a delicate negotiation with 
the Electoral Court, having reason to suspect that the 
Bavarian ministry were influenced by Austrian intrigues,^ 
he spiritedly refused to transact the business through 
them, and in a personal interview with the Elector, took 
on himself the responsibility of ni^^g a policy on that 
Prince which, as being adverse to the interests of the 
House of Austria, was viewed with ill-will by the minister, 
Count Seinsbeim, whose sympathies were known to be 
Anatrjan. 

His conduct on this occasion received much approval 
both abroad and at home. 






' Rt-lntiug to the «. 
which the Hstioverian aiid bnvnr 



J DiH'hy of Saxc-Lunciibiirg, i 
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If the political correspoDdence of the British lega- 
tion at Munich is deficient ia interest, the same cannot 
be said of the mass of private letters which flowed from 
and to, and through, as will be seen, the hands of the 
minister. The only difficult in dealing with these is 
where to stop in our selections. Id turning them over, 
the eye is caught bv names of such celebrity or noto- 
riety aa would rejoice the heart of a coUcctwr of 
autographs; but experience obliges us to confess that 
less imposing personages might often have written better 
letters. 

Madame du Deffand gives us nothing so amasiiig as 
an account, by a young English traveller, of an evening 
at her house, when a Salade h la Gt^noiae was concocted, 
with much fun and laughter, by some of the most brilliant 
members of her society. Prince Potemkin's interest in 
Bavaria seems to have been limited to the conccnis of a 
few pretty women. The first of a long series of letters 
from Ur. Mesmer opens with a trait which is more enter- 
ttuning than anything that follows : — " Un ^e^I^Ue contrc 
les nerfa doit fort int^resser votre nation .'" 

The great majority of the miscellaneous letters are 
occupied with gossip, and were written to Hugh Elliot 
from Mimich when he was at Ratisbon, or rice versd. 
The contents are often purposely disguised under an 
involved style — initial letters standing for names. Thus, 
a correspondent, writing from Ratisbon, tells us tliat 
" les nouvelles particulitres d'ici so nSduisent h i>cu 
de choBCs, les amours de M. dc B. et de la Comtcsse 
C, sont finis quant k I'ext^ricur, ils s'aiment encore. 
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iiifua n'osent ne le dire. Le Directeur tie Ma<iIIc. C. la 
portc k renoQcer & aon inclination pour M. qui la 
deiuande en niariago. Elle declare quelle ronouce & 
lui, la bouc'he le dit, le eoeur ne le ptsnse pas; iIb saiment 
toujoura, et n'en sont quo plus malheureus. Les 
amoiira du groH L. et de Madanie d'Y. aont finis et 
assez mal, car ilB n'ont i)u renir h Tamitid apr^s leur 
rupture ; ceux de N. avoe R. sont plus tranquils," etc. 
etc. 

The only impression left on the uninitiated reader 
by such a cumpuaition as this, is that the letters of 
the alphabet have taken to disorderly courses. But 
after a careful exaniinatiou of many such documents, 
order rises out of chaos, and something like n vision 
of the social life of the Bavariun capital dawns upon the 
mind. 

At the period of Hugh Elliot's arrival in Bavaria, 
nothing could exceed the poverty aud misery of the 
people, or tlie extravagance and gaiety of tlic Court. 

In an official letter to Mr. Eden, Iflth September 
1774, he writea : — " To draw any picture of the state of 
this country would lie to go back two ages in the pro- 
gress of society. They are in nothing on a par with the 
pest of Europe, except in music and debauchery. . . , 
That you may judge of the univental ignorance that 
overspreads this country, I shall only give you two 
anecdotes which have fallen under ray own observation. 
The trial by torture is the ordinary method, in this 
Electorate, of convicting criminals. Some time since, 
three poor fellows, after having lieen by this 
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forced to a confession, suffered capital punishment. A 
few days afterwards, their innocence was proved by the 
capture of the really guilty parties. An Englishman 
who happened to be here at the time, expressed his 
surprise that so cruel a catastrophe should have occurred 
under the generally mild goyemment of the Elector; 
this remark had like to have provoked .a discussion, to 
avoid which the Englishman said that this point was 
much better treated of in a chapter in VEsprit des 
Lois, than by anything he could say on the subject. 
Our Premier, with whom he was speaking, repeated 
several times the word esprit, on which the Englishman 
asked him if he had not read it. He said he believed 
it was among the number of books which the Pope had, 
considering his situation, given him a dispensation to 
read, but that, for his part, il n'aimait pas les espriis 
forts. 

" Speaking lately with the President of Finances of 
the calamities occasioned by the late famine, and of the 
various plans proposed for avoiding the recurrence of 
such misfortunes, he said that in other countries pre- 
cautions might be necessary, but in this, in case of a 
want of grain, they had an easy resource in the course 
of the Danube, by which they could always send off 
numbers of people on a short warning, and that they 
had already experienced the advantage of this method 
of getting rid of the superfluous mouths in the last 
famine, when many thousands went to live in the 
Austrian dominions. To this ingenious plan is owing 
the present impopulousness of this once peopled country. 

D 
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I am told the Austrians have now in their service enough 
of Bavarian subjects to conquer the whole Electorate." 

Mr Liston/ writing to Lady Elliot a few months 
after their arrival at Munich, tells her, " that several of 
our people of fashion and men of letters are still 
employed in search of the philosopher's stone,^ and Mr. 
Elliot has almost drawn a challenge on himself, by 
venturing to doubt that burning the hand with St 
Hubert's key was an infallible cure for the bite of a mad 
dog." 

Miracles, too, were rife in Bavaria, and the young 
proUgi of Himie and of Madame du Deffand must 
have had some difficulty in listening with patience to 
the feats of a certain Gassner, who, under the protec- 
tion of the Bishop of Ratisbon, undertook to exorcise 
devils for the benefit of the Electorate.^ He was said 
to have expelled legions of evil spirits from the poorer 
orders; and, to judge by the descriptions of Munich 
society, it is much to be feared that the fiends must 
have taken refuge with the higher. 

The Court at that time consisted of the Elector and 
Elcctress, who were childless (the question of the Bava- 
rian succession loomed already in the distance) ; of the 
Elcctress of Saxony, sister of the Elector of Bavaria 
and daughter of the Emperor Charles the Seventh ; of 
the Elector Palatine and his wife, who, like the 

^ Mr. Liston had accompanied my grandfather to iluiiich in the 
capacity of private secretary. 

• Wraxall in 1779, found the Viennese nobility engaged in the 
same search. — See hSs Memoira of the Court of Berlin, etc., vol. ii. 

* See account in "Wraxall's Memoirs of the Court of Berlin, etc. 
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Elcctress of Saxony, were only occasional though fre- 
quent visitors to Munich ; and of the Prince of Deux- 
ponts,^ who claimed to be in the Bavarian succession 
after the death of the Elector Palatine, the immediate 
heir of the Elector of Bavaria, but who, like him, was 
childless. An old Margravine of Baden completed the 
circle of royal personages, and her death followed the 
arrival of my grandfather within the year, and was thus 
notified to him by a fair maid of honour whose letters 
are among his correspondence : — "La pauvre Margravine 
sc mcurt d'une hydropisie, et cela pour une pudeur mal 
plac<5e, ne voulaut montrer ses jambes qui ^taicnt 
enfl<5es. Grands Dieux ! oh la pudeur va-t-elle se 
placer." 

The Elector, an agreeable and accomplished, though 
weak man, seems at once to have been propitiated by 
Mr. Elliot's pleasing appearance and manners, and to 
have made him his frequent companion in his hunting 
and shooting expeditions. "The Elector," wrote Mr. 
Liston, " is extremely fond of himting, and Mr. Elliot 
has added considerably to the favour in which he 
already stood, by attending him every day he has taken 
that exercise, not to mention his ha\ing made almost 
the whole Electoral family drunk with punch, once or 
twice, after their return from the chase in the evening." 
The Elcctress, of whom we hear little, except that she 

« 

1 Pnnoo Maximilian of Dcux-Ponts, afterwards King of Bavaria by 
the niinu* of Maximilian I., became an intimate friend and a frequent 
correspondent of Mr. Elliot's. lie was godfather to mv uu**^'* of the 
same name, born at Dresden 1796. 
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had the unfortunate habit of winking her eyes in 
moments of unusual emotion^ was surrounded by a bevy 
of fair ladies^ among whom Madame Daun/ the corre- 
spondent, abready alluded to, and the '^ black-eyed 
Saleme," were the most admired.^ 

The other chief personages, whose names or letters 
are of frequent occurrence in the correspondence, are 
the Prime Minister, Count Seinsheim; the Austrian 
Minister, Count Hartig, " a little decrepit man," who is 
described as constantly pushing forward to attract the 
Elector^s attention, while the latter coolly talked over 
his head to my grand&ther, to the great amusement of 
the Court; M. de Folard, the French Minister; Baron 
Samy, the confidential counsellor of the Elector; and to 
these we may add the Preismgs, Torrings, Berchehns, 
and others, all leading members of the Bavarian nobility. 

^ This lady, though unmarried, had brevet rank in virtue of her 
appointment at Court Her letters are signed Delta. 

' A testimony to the attractions of Madlle. de Saleme may be read 
in Mozart's letters, where the following passages occur: — 

«* Munich, Sep. 29, 1777. 

** This afternoon I went to Count Saleme'a His daughter ia a maid 
of honour, and was one of the hunting party (at Court). Young 
Countess Saleme recognised me at once, and waved her hand to me 
repeatedly (as she passed in a procession from the royal chapel). 

**Oct. 2, 1777. — Yesterday I was again at Count Saleme's. Papa 
must not, however, imagine that I like to be at Count Saleme's on 
account of the young lady ; by no means, for she is unhappily in 
waiting, and therefore never at home ; but I am to see her at Court 
to-morrow. 

" Coxmtess Saleme is a Frenchwoman. The daughter plays nicely, 
but fjEdls in time. I thought this arose from want of ear on her part, 
but I find I can blame no one but her teacher. " 
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Matlanie de Torriiig-Seefeld enjoyed the unquestionable 
dishonour of repreaenting Mmlamo de Montcspan at a 
coui-t wliich boasted to be a VereaiUca in miniature ; 
and to prove that French sentiments on such subjects 
were in the ascendant, I need only quote a curious 
phrase in a note of Delta's to my grandfather : — " Notre 
pauvre Adelaide" (Madame de Torring-Seefeld) " con- 
tinue toujours nialadCj et Ton parle niSme en viUe dc 
choses qui me percent le cojur et qui me rendent triste. 
On dit qu'elle dcvrait se retirer; cUe n'est ma foi, pas 
encore d'Sge fc cela." The scene of the chief pleasures 
of the Court was Nymphenburg, a country palace of the 
Elector's which Piillnitz describes in his letters as a liea 
euc/Htnt^; gardens, waters, woods, hunting-grounds, 
diversified its delights. Three times a-week during the 
summer the Eloctross held a court there, when tables 
for play were prepared in the galleries, while, for those 
who preferred them, gilded gondolas floated on the lake, 
and pony phaetons driven by a " cavalier" were at the 
orders of the ladies who chose a moonlight drive through 
the woods, A 8U£)per, to which all foreigners were 
admitted, closed the entertainment. In Munich itself, 
the amusements were not fewer : — " La Cour de Bavifere 
est, sans contredit," says Pollnitz, " la plus galante et la 
plus polie do rAllcm^ne. Nous y avons Comddie 
Franfaise,' bal, et jeu tons les jours. II y a trois fois 

' In 1774 ilirj had an opera too, for on tlie 17th JiiriiiaTy o{ tlut 

year my gnitnlfnlher writes that he is jujit " come home from hearing 

an Opunt BiilTa camiioied by the ramoiu Mozart, vhom you may 

emh«r when only eight years oH in England. He is now maUre 

L 4e thapelle to the Bishop of Salzburg, and rocaivm about throe guineas 
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par semaine concert^ tout le monde y assiste masqu6 ; 
apr^ le concert on joue et Ton danse. Ces assemblies 
publiques, oil I'Electcur et toute sa cour assistent^ sont 
d'un grand revenu pour les yalets-de-chambre de I'Elec- 
teur; car outre que chacun paye k Tentr^, ils ont aussi 
I'argent des cartes^ et ils sont int^ress^s dans presque 
toutes les banques. De sorte que ces domestiques ont 
presque tout Targent de la noblesse."^ Mr. liston, too^ 
speaks of similar expenses at Nymphenburg as being 
very heavy. 

Such were the scenes^ and such the dramatis per8on<B 
to which the young diplomatist was introduced in the 
summer of 1774, at the early age of twenty-two. The 
accounts of his presentation at Court are amusingly con- 
trasted in his own and Mr. Liston's letters. " Le bon 
liston," as he is frequently called by Hugh's foreign 
correspondents, gives a somewhat pompous description 
of the ceremony; of the dignity and grace of the 
Minister, which put the Princes themselves out of coun- 
tenance, while the poor Electress took to opening and 
shutting one of her eyes " with the quick involuntary 
motion" which " invariably betrays her embarrassment :" 
— of the extravagant praises of the ladies of the Court, 
and the open envy of the Austrian envoy ; and last, not 
least, of the " bare-faced advances" and " masculine 
attacks^ made on him by the fair sex in general, winding 
up thus : — " What I admire the most is, that he has con- 

a-montli salary. T never felt the power of music l)efore, but am now a 
convert, and have already begun to play upon the flute." 
^ Lettrea du Baron FcllniiZy torn. i. p. 328. 
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trivcd not to make enemies of those he has refused, a 
point which is surely not to be managed without diffi- 
culty." There certainly does not appear to have been 
much scope for romance at the Court of Munich, and 
perhaps it was lucky for my grandfather that, as he him- 
self says, '^ there is not o^e good-looking woman in this 
town, by good fortune, for I should be in great danger 
of learning to talk en Pastor Fido, such is the style of 
this country." 

His letter to his mother, written (July) after his pre- 
sentation to the Electoral family, is full of boyish fun : — 
" I made my speech and bows with becoming gravity, 
and did not once lose command of my upper lip, which 
I find sometimes apt to betray the mournful composure 
to which I can now at command bring the rest of my 
face." On leaving the presence of the Electress a terrible 
dilemma presented itself — ^how to retreat without turning 
his back on the courtly circle ; happily the terpsichorean 
instructions of M. Gallini rushed on his mind, and a 
neatly-executed pirouette extracted him fix)m the diffi- 
culty " in a manner which could not have wounded 
the susceptibilities of the most sensitive Frau in the 
empire." 

His letters to his father are formal and constrained, 
recallhig old Fuller's remark that, " Some, for fear their 
orations should giggle, will not even let them smile." 
To his mother went all the fim, the folly, the sentiment, 
and speculation, which found themselves at the tip of 
his pen : — " I wish you was as thoroughly convinced as 
I am of the maxim that to enjoy is to obey. I really 
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believe that one would better deserve canonisation for 
having established societies for the reception de Fallegro, 
than for having founded the most mortified, starved com- 
munity of monks that ever wearied Heaven and them- 
selves with their gloomy penances and prayers. As for 
me, I believe I have spirits enough to enliven a whole 
German court I am now settled at Munich. The town and 
society are both very agreeable ; and my future prospects 
promise nothing that is tinged with a sable dye." 

And so he began his new life — " youth at the prow, 
and pleasure at the helm;" but by the spring of 1775 
clouds were appearing on the horizon ; dissatisfaction 
with the tedious frivolity of the society, disgust with the 
" venal creatures" who preyed upon the Court, and daily- 
increasing money difficulties, contributed to give a tone 
of gloom to his mind. The most cheerful feature of 
the time consisted in the occasional presence of young 
English travellers, who, amid much folly and vice, were 
not wholly unmindful of better things. Among these 
the most conspicuous were Mr. Pitt,^ one of my grand- 
father's constant correspondents ; Mr. Stanley,^ a son of 
Lord Derby's ; Mr. Bagnall, of whose romantic passion 
for a fair Bavarian Delta writes as follows : — " U est 
devant une jolie femme comme en presence d*une laide 
Imp^ratrice, — c'est bien Anglais;" and Lord Lindsay,^ 
who was travelling with Mr. Brydone. Mr. Brydone, 
Mr. Pitt, and my grandfather, in their subsequent corrc- 

^ "William Morton Pitt, afterwards M. P. for Dorsetshire. 

• Mr. Stanley died in 1779. 

• Only sou of the Duke of Ancaster, succeeded Ids father, and died 
in 1779. 
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spondence^ frequently allude to a scheme which appears 
to have originated with my grandfather^ and of which 
the object was the formation of a society of patriotic 
men. " I mean/* writes Mr. Pitt, " of true patriotic men 
— not such as the word now means — who should unite 
to carry on good schemes during their whole lives." ^ 
''How many hours we have spent in discussing the 
plan," he writes on another occasion, and how infinitely 
superior to the society in which they lived did such dis- 
cussions make them ! All glory to English influences, 
which, in the midst of idle dissipation, can still suffice 
to raise ennobling aspirations. To borrow a phrase of 
South's, " leaning on hope's anchor, they did not stick 
it in the mud," but looked on from present follies and 
&ilures to future years of useful life at home. 

Dreaming patriots, and black-eyed maids of honour, 
what fate was yours ? Did the beguiling phantoms of 
your youth become the haunting ghosts of after years ? 
I know not; but to one of you life was checkered 
henceforth with joy and sorrow, with failure and success, 
in a greater degree than common, and time floated him 
rapidly away from the sheltered scenes of youth. 

It seems to have been the misfortune of my 
grandfather's temperament, and one which was strength- 

^ One of those schemes appears to have been the cmancii)ation of 
the Roman Catholics. A great impression had been produced in these 
young Englislunen by the sight of the numbers of their countrjinen 
who, ^ith English hearts, were serving in foreign armies. Mr. Pitt 
mentions that four hundred English officers belonging to the Austnaii 
army had been presented in one day to the Duke of Gloucester, then 
travelling abroad. Many of those brave men were affected to tears. 
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ened by circumstances^ that fits of energy and of high 
aspiration were rapidly succeeded by depression and 
ennuu With romantic notions of honour^ he combined 
habits of carelessness and irregularity, and a faciUty of 
disposition which could not &il to bring his affairs into 
disorder; with a peculiarly sensitiye and imaginatiye 
mind, he was placed by circumstances in a society 
which ignored every species of delicacy; with intel- 
lectual tastes, his life led him among singularly unculti- 
vated minds. And these contradictions of temperament 
and of conditions were not overruled, as they might 
have been, by a determined will. There was in him a 
certain indolence and instability of character which 
made performance ever lag behind promise; li ki ng 
display but hating restraints ; doing as others did with 
a dissatisfied consciousness that he should have done 
better ; loving keenly his absent friends, but alienating 
them by unpunctuality or n^lect in his correspondence; 
morbidly brooding over disappointments, while forgetful 
of the singular good fortune of his career — ^his letters at 
this period give one the feeling of a character that was 
out of joint. 

To an application, early in 1775, which he made for 
leave, for the purpose of setting his aSairs in order. 
Lord Suffolk returned a most kind ^nd friendly refusal. 
Nevertheless, on the score of ill-health, he did shortly 
after absent himself from his post, and placed himself 
under the treatment of a celebrated quack doctor at 
Berne, M. Shuppach.^ 

* Shiippach was a Swiss peasant of small learning, but **with fifty 
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That the reasons for this journey were eliiefly 
connected with money matters is proved by the fact 
of his assuming a false name — that of Mr. Thomas 
Bellamy. 

From his boyish days Hugh seems to have been 
careless and extravagant in his habits. From Warsaw^ 
when setting out for Constantinople^ he wrote to his 
father thus : — " As I am living on my patrimony now, 
I must live on nothing hereafter;" a conmiunication to 
which his father might have replied, like the man in a 
French play, " L'air, monsieur, est un fort sot aliment." 
But no previous difficidties had approached in gravity 
to those which he was now obliged to confess to his 
family, and Sir Gilbert's letters to his son arc both 
severe and affecting. In one of them he expatiates on 
the mortification he had experienced in abandoning 
some intended improvements at Minto — a step which 
the demands made upon him by his sons had obliged 
him to take. In another letter he says, with admirable 
good sense, "We may certainly live happy in great 
poverty, but in modem Europe one cannot act in any 
public situation without great fortune or unrelenting 
economy." 

It does not appear from the correspondence that the 
embarrassments my grandfather had to contend with 
were attributable to any other cause than carelessness 
in his general habits. At a period when the leading 
young men of his country were confirmed gamblers, he 

yj'iirs' fxpfrifinri.' of the i»racti(ro of iiiciluine," during wliii'h he had 
diiM-uvered the elfcct of itiuuy herbs, ami was 8iipi>09ed to liave been 
succeMful in the treatment of various disciises. 
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seems to have had no taste for play^ though liying at a 
place where it formed the staple amusement. He no 
doubt did play^ and may have lost more than he could 
afford^ but of serious debts incurred on this account 
there are no traces. The un&yourable reports of his 
manner of life which seem to have reached his friends 
in England at this time^ are by them referred to two 
heads : Ist, Expensive habits and a taste for show ; 2d, 
An undisguised contempt for the society in which he 
lived. To these accusations Mr. Liston replied in detail.^ 
The first charge he dismissed at once^ by the statement 
that from the moment my grandfather had perceived 
the inadequacy of his means to support the ministerial 
dignity^ according to the notions he conceived of it^ he 
had manfrdly entered on a system of economy and 
retrenchment. The second charge was not to be so 
lightly disposed of. '' I wish the dislike were more 
owing to nuiccaronism than it really is. That affecta- 
tion would soon wear off, while the unconunon delicacy 
he feels with regard to characters and manners is likely 
to attend him through life. He has indeed too much 
good sense, and is much too well bred to discover the 
least symptoms of disapprobation to the persons con- 
cerned; but it is difiGicult to reject the addresses of 
almost every woman in the place, without giving offence 

^ Some of the unavoidable expenses of a foreign minister are 
described as very large. At Munich he was expected to fee every 
officer of the Elector's household on his introduction at Court ; to be 
driven in a coach-and-four when accompanying the Elector to his 
country seats ; and to pay largely when mounted on the Elector's 
horses. 
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to some^ and his dislike to the society in general is be- 
trayed by a constant preference of English men, English 
ideas, and English things. Ho has, howeyer, really 
much regard for the Elector, the French Minister, and 
some others." Mr. Liston's letters^ at this time not 
only throw much light on my grandfather's life, but 
proYo the writer of them to have been a wise and kind 
friend, and a judicious adviser. 

It appears in those days the personnel of a mission 
at one of the minor Courts was confined to the minister 
himself. Mr. Liston, who acted as Mr. Elliot's secretary, 
went out with him in an unofficial capacity,^ and during 
this very year, 1775, he had to consider the eligibility 
of accepting a professorship at Edmburgh, which, how- 
ever, he rejected for the sake of remaining near my 
grandfather. During the latter's frequent absences from 
his post, Mr. Liston was from time to time called on to 
correspond with the Foreign Office, and he was at last 
regularly admitted into the diplomatic body as chargi 
d'affaires, 

Mr. de Vismes, Mr. Elliot's predecessor at the Court 
of Munich, had no secretary, '^ contenting himself with 
a boy, who understood no language but his own, merely 
to 4 for hhn." 

To return from this digression to my grandfather's 

^ In these letters, Hugh Elliot is named under the disguise of the 
Prince of Monaco. 

* Among my grandfather's papers is a letter introducing a gentleman 
who had officiated as a tutor to the sons of **Mr. Penn, the proprietor 
of Pennsylyonia," and who was now anxious to be employed as secretary, 
or in some similar capacity. 
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conceme. — Having spoken of the weaknesses to which 
his money difficuUies were in part attributable, it must 
not be overlooked that his virtues also led Ltm iuto acts 
of prodigality which prudence condenmcd. " Have 
you," says Mr. de Vismes, writing from Stockholm, 
" discovered a gold deposit, that you think youTBeli" jus- 
tified in giving a hundred loius to Madame Saniy ?" 

Madame Samy was the widow of the Elector's must 
confidential and favourite adviser, Baron Samy, who in 
Iii» lifetime had been of signal use to my grandfather, 
both by showing him personal kindness, and by further- 
ing English views of policy in opposition to those of 
Austria. He bad died suddenly, leaving his widow in 
circumstances of great distress, from which no one but 
my grandfather showed any readiness to relieve her. In 
a grateful letter, which she addressed to him at this time, 
she wrote : " The Elector has been with me, and is very 
kind, but he did not say anything of assisting me." 

Shortly " after Mr. Elliot's arrival at Munich, a cir- 
cumstance occurred which attracted general attention to 
him. During a violent thimderstorm, the lightning set 
fire to a village in sight of the Palace of Nyniphenburg, 
where the Court then was, Wliile the courtiers were 
crossing themselves, and praying that the nest Ijolt miglit 
not strike the palace, Mr, Elliot hurried out of the 
drawing-room, and ran through the storm to the rillage. 
Arrived there, he foimd the people panic-stricken, and 
instantly set them an example of courage and activity, 
hy going to tho assistance of those belonging to the 
burning house, at the same tune putting his purse, in 
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which there were from ten to fifteen guineas^ m the 
hands of one of the snflferers." ^ 

To his servants my grandfather was indulgent to a 
fault ; and the fourberies of a certain valet^ La Coste^ 
who had his prototypes in the Scapins of French comedy, 
are frequently alluded to in the correspondence. 

The early part of 1775 found the young diplomatist 
rusticating in Switzerland.^ How he passed his time 
there is not told us ; but from a letter of Madame de 
Thun's, it seems that he had written to her in higher 
praise of the scenery of the country than of its passiofir- 
less and apathetic inhabitants, for she writes thus in 
reply : — . . . " Je n'aime pas k me persuader ' que 
rhomme ddginire qxmnd il rCest que lahorieaXyfrugaly et 

^ Letter from Mr. Listen to Lady Elliot. 

* During Mr. Elliot's absence from his post, Sir R. Keith passed 
through Munich, and visited many of its lums in company with Mr. 
Liston. **0n Friday," writes Mr. Liston, 16th April 1775, "we saw 
the ordinary procession of the day, which is sufficiently ridiculous. Sir 
R. was much amused with the idea of Seeficld's acting U bon Dieu 
on this occasion, which he did as usual. We spent that afternoon in 
the gardens of Nymphcnburg. On our return to town we went and 
saw the procession of tlie Slaves of Virtue. It consists of the Elec- 
trcsses, the Dames des Clefs and Dames de Cour, and some of the 
nobility (of these last were Madame Max Preising, the Berchcim, and 
half-a-dozen more), followed by a dozen of poor girls, who are educated 
at the Electress's expense. They visited all the churches and chai)els 
in town, and some on foot from three o'clock till near eight The dress 
gives them the look of nuns, but it is white and handsome, and serves 
rather to set them off than otherwise. I observed that your good 
friend the Daun, not to mention others, had thought a little rouge 
would give relief to her charms ; the Daun especially was plastered up 
to the pyes. ' 
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sans passions/ il me parait si difficile de bien dinger ces 
demi^res que je n'aime pas k me conyaincre qu'elles sont 
absolument ndcessaires pour dlever T&me. • . • Je 
ne saurais m'empdeher de croire que le peuple sans 
passions sera le plus heureux et contribuera dayantage k 
la tranquillity g^n^rale.*' And then she adds with some 
malice, " Si vos proTinciaux en Am^rique^ par exemple^ 
dtaient comme les Suisses des montagnes, ils tous don- 
neraient bien moins de besogno aujourdliuL . . . 
Vous conviendrez avec moi que s'ils n'^taient que frugal, 
laborieux^ et sans passions^ ils se seraient laiss^ imposer 
les lois par I'Angleterre^ qui n'^tant point on^reuses ne 
peuvent choquer que leur passion de rind^pendanee. 

" Je TOUS demande mUle pardons. J'^tais Bostoni- 
enne de coBur. Je le suis un pen moins k pn^sent; 
cependant j'ai toutes les peines du monde k me rendre 
bonne Anglaise dans cette occasion." — (Luxembourg, 24 
Aofit 1776.) 

The Austrian fine ladies were, like their sisters of 
Paris, " Bostoniennes de coour;" but a few more years 
of the reign of the reforming Emperor Joseph, and a few 
more steps taken in the direction of revolution in France, 
sufficed to change the current of their sympathies. 

In Munich itself, the dread word Reform was heard 
in the current year, and was received by the courtiers 
much as the blast of the last trumpet may hereafter 
be. 

A visit from an Austrian Archduke led to expensive 
flutes at court, and to still more expensive presents. 
Though the visitor was grave, taciturn, and shy, "in- 
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aensible comme un Anglais" to the advances of the 
dames de cour, stUI etiquette required that he should 
be made to feast and to dance ; not a pearl or a diamond 
was left at home when the court assembled to do Iiim 
honour, and when he went away, parting gifts of extra- 
ordinary splendour were bestowed upon hira. Delta's 
next letters hint of a day of reckoning. " On fait des 
projets d'^conomie ; M, de Bercheim les conduit tant bien 
que nial h leur fin, ct tout Ic mondc se borne ft le maudu-e 
et k d^sirer le voir pendre ; nous, femmes de la cour som- 
mes de ce nombre." Again, " Ou veut toujours (aire des 
B^ormes. Oh ! mon Dieu ! que fera t-on de nous ?" 

A play (I faU to decipher its name) came out which 
attacked the prodigality and corruption of the govern- 
ment and the nobility. Certain well-known anecdotes 
were introduced in the dialogue, the house applauded ; 
more delicate allusions were loudly interpreted by the 
andience. Voices called out " C'est pire que cela, telle 
et telle chose a 6t& oubli(5e, j'ai donnc pour ce service IJi 
une baguc do IflOO f. ;" and the epigrams of the stage 
received their point from tlie pit. Delta ends this 
curious account of a 6rst night by the remark, " On 
croit qu'on ne donncra plus cette pifcce." 

The Court betook itself to prayer : — " A cc point 
pons sommes fi la devotion, enrtout k la cour ; bon gr^ 
mal gr^ il faut prier 1" Was it in an economical mood 
that the maids of honour sent to the tailor for an old coat 
of the young minister's, with the professed intention of 
dividing the velvet and embroideiy among themselves — 
" Habit de velours, Nacarath — brodcrie en or ?" 
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My grandfather returned to Bavaria in the course of 
June or July, his affairs having been arranged and his 
health re-established ; and, except during short intervals, 
he remained there until he finally left the country in tlie 
autumn of the following year. 

For economical reasons, and perhaps partly too in 
indulgence of a morbid dislike to society, the life which 
he now entered upon at Ratiabon^ [December 1775] 
was one of such extreme seclusion as to cause much 
remark and censure among his friends.^ The econo- 
mical views which justified it were probably those 
which he was most anxious to conceal irom the public, 
and, with his usual heedlessness of tlie opinion of 
the society in which he lived, he did not, by disguising 
that he despised it, seek to avoid giving offence. Several 
of his correspondents at this time condemn his universal 

' He WW ai^prediUd to the Diet at Ratislion as reprcat^ntattve of the 
Elector of Hanover. 

■ "1 sm here," ha wrote to his father, " in an inferior position, 
which reqnires neither Rhow nur eipense. I am master of every 
miDQtG in the day. . . . That I might be still less liable to inter- 
niption, I have talien a amall house upon an ialnnd iii tlic Danube, 
where I am fed by the woman it belongs to, without trouble to m jself, 
and at a moderate price. I have already begun the couise nbich I 
intend to follow as long as I remain here. I rise enrly about uz ; 
tilt breakfast I do any buainess that is ueceBBory. The vhole rooming 
till two I am employed in reading, chiefly a plan of aindy as on introduc- 
tion to this line, which Lord Stormont gave me at PariH 

From two to three I make a solitary dianer. From three to live I 
hare Cermui and fencing masters, and then I walk, ride, or drive 
about the hlUs and woods that surround ua till dusk, whin I go into 
the Danube ; and after that I walk ahont my island, nod am often with 
you and my foniily," — 13(A Awfunt 1775. 
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scepticism. " You are too hard on the fisdr sex/' says 
one. " I had rather not be so clear-sighted as to men's 
motives/' says another. It was a phase of feeling 
which most men pass through. Self-deceived even 
more than deceived by others^ they have still to learn 
that life will reflect their own image — '^ as in water face 
answereth to fisu^, so the heart of man to man." 

While a young man does not pay his debts, all men 
are rogues to him; while he makes love to twenty 
women, the fiEuthlessness of the sex will be his favourite 
theme. 

It must have been in a sanguine mood that Hugh 
Elliot, from his retirement at Ratisbon, wrote to various 
friends at Munich, in the hope of firing them with the 
charms of philosophy. To Delta especially he seems 
to have urged the great superiority of friendship over 
love. ^^ Distinguons " is easily said, but under certain 
circumstances it requires a strong head and a subtle 
wit to do it. 

She replied : " Vous 6tes vraiment singulier ! bien 
^loign^e de vous taxer d'impolitesse, votre lettre et la 
belle firanchise qui y rfegne m'a fait beaucoup de 
plaisir; du reste, j'oubliais de vous faire des remer- 
ciments des conseils que vous me donnez. Je les trouve 
grands et beaux, et vous avez raison ; mais on s'ennuie 
parfois avec toutes ces combinaisons. Excusez si je 
vous dis que vos reflexions sont une suite de votre 
depart" At all events, if she was to take up philo- 
sophy, she wished to hear him philosophise. '^Que 
je voudrais vous entendre discourir ; quelles reflexions I 
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quelle yariet^ ! et tout cela avec liston^ votre chien et 
les champs pour les seuls auditeurs." 

His retirement at Ratisbon provoked two excellent 
letters from Countess Thun. 

" Je suis r^solue de vous gronder, et cela tout de 
bon. Allons, justifiez vous. Vivez-vous comnie un 
ours ? pourquoi fiiyez-vous le monde ? pourquoi vivcz- 
vous comme une taupe dans un trou? Pourquoi 
maltraitez-vous les femmes ? que vous ont elles done 
fait ces pauvrcs femmes ? vous ne les hai'ssiez pas trop 
autrefois I Pourquoi cachez-vous les talcns que le ciel 
vous a donn6s ; et enfin^ pourquoi n'etes-vous plus cet 
aimable gar^on d*autrefois? Si c*est humeur, il ne faut pas 
se la passer ; si c'est m61ancolie^ il faut faire un effort 
pour s*en tirer ; si c'cst chagrin, il faut se dissipcr ; si 
c est une passion tendre, c'est trop : fi ! je ne vcux pas 
seulement le croire, il faut une raison jJus essentielle et 
plus sdrieuse pour un changement comme celui-lk," 

Mr. Elliot must have replied to this letter by a 
statement of the pecuniary difficulties which had made 
it incumbent on him to withdraw from the expenses of 
society, for, in a letter dated December 14, 1775, after 
congratulating herself on having drawTi from him a confi- 
dence so honourable to him, she proceeds to give liim 
some excellent advice on the necessity of making his 
system of economy compatible with the other require- 
ments of his daily life, since " le moyen d'une rctraite 
absolue" is not always within one's power, though no 
doubt more agreeable to a young man's himiour than a 
constant carefulness in the management of his expenses. 
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To his misanthropical objections to society, she also 
replies with no less good sense (Vienna, 1775) : — 

" Je ne pretends pas que vous voyiez le monde avec 
les m^mes yeux dont vous Tavez vu avant de le con- 
naitre, — il est impossible d'etre longtemps la dupe de 
son n^ant. . . . Mais que diriez-vous d'un acteur qui se 
trouyant sur la sc^ne s'occuperait de Fillusion au lieu de 
remplir son esprit et son coeur de son r61e ? Chacun se 
doit k soi-m@me et aux autres de jouer son rOle de son 
mieux tant qu'il est sur la sc6ne, . . . Rien n'est plus 
dangereux pour un jeune homme avec votre esprit, votre 
coeur et vos talens, que ce systfeme d'indiff6rence. II 
Test d'autant plus, que vous sentant par T^ldvation de 
vos sentimens, et par le m^pris de ce qui fait Tobjet des 
d^sirs du commun des hommes, au-dessus du reste de 
rhumanit<^, vous ne vous en d^fiez pas I 

" Quand on ne trouve rien dans ce globe digne de la 
peine de Ttitreindre, quand on raisonne lorsqu'on devrait 
agir, quand on laisse (^teindre ses passions plutot que 
de les dinger, et qu*alors on manque de I'aiguillon que 
la Nature nous a donn6 pour nous faire agir, on resto 
dans une inaction qui finit par nous rendre coupable. 
Et c'est \k oil vos raisonnements vous conduiront insen- 
siblement. Je suis de votre avis qu'un homme qui se 
sacrifie au d^sir de se faire une reputation est bicn la 
dupe ; mais je crois aussi qu'il y a une sorte d'ambition 
qu*il ne faut jamais laisser 6teindre en soi, — celle d'etre 
utile k ses semblables. Ce but Ik est grand par soi- 
meme, et m^rite bien la peine de s'en occupcr. Quand 
aux fenmies, vous pensez bien que jc ne vous cu parlerai 
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pas B^riensement. J'en demande pardon k mon sexe^ 
mais j'aime bien mieux qu'on ne parle k aucune que de 
s'occuper uniquement de toutes. Je ne connais rien 
dans la nature plus m^prisable qu'un homme qui en fait 
son unique afiaire.' 

Of an indifference to bme, or an unreadiness to seek 
it in active exertion, Hugh Elliot could not be accused ; 
his mistake lay in supposing that he could only usefully 
serve his countiy in one way, and that way one which 
was not open to him. Either while in Switzeiiand, or 
soon after his return to (Germany, he had communicated 
privately to Lord Suffolk his ardent desire to join the 
army in America as a volunteer. 

Believing that his knowledge of foreign languages 
and of foreign armies might make him useful in acting 
with the foreign contingent, he be^ed that if his ser- 
vices could be made available, he might on any terms 
rejoin his old profession. 

Lord Suffolk's answer is most kind. (Private, 
August 1775.) 

" The personal activity with which you are eager to 
support the cause of Great Britain does you the greatest 
honour, and I must request you not to think me insensible 
to the spirit which animates you on this occasion, if I 
attempt to check the zeal of it at present, and advise 
you to defer, at least, the execution of the ideas it has 
suggested. I don't say that the time may not come 
when such an example as you propose may be of essen- 
tial service ; if it should, I will join with you in laying 
aside all other considerations, and recommend it to you 
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to Bet it. But at this moment I should not act with the 
regard I feel for you if I did not dissuade you from 
quittiug the walk you are in, in which jou do so well, 
and arc bo likely to be advanced." 

In the following spring Hugh again repeated his 
desire to Join the army, and was again with equaJ kind- 
ness dissuaded from doing so by Lord Suffolk. By this 
time, however, his intentions and wishes had reached 
his femily, and had naturally excited their warm opposi- 
tion, and apparently the matter soon afterwarda dropped. 

Sir Gilbert's letters on the subject show more impa- 
tience of his son's Quixotism than of sympathy with his 
feelings. His mother warns him that the cause of his 
country would not be much advanced by his losing an 
arm or a leg ; while Mr. Eden,^ already a friend and 
soon to become a relation, writes as follows : — 

" I fidly feel with you that the period is come when 
the noble enthusiasm of indiiiduals in the Old World is 
the only weapon that can bo brandished with Buccess 
against the mad multitude of the New, but your father 
sees and thinks that there are spirited Britons enough 
still left to answer the national purposes, without his 
hazarding a son who has too fair a prospect in hia pre- 
sent line of life to turn from it without some more press- 
ing exigency than yet exists." 

The mania of volunteering for the army appears to 
hare seized at the same moment upon all the young 

' Williuni Eden, Esii., Trivatt SocrcWry lo Lord .'^ufl'oUc. Ue 
married, in the autiunn uf 1776, Eleanor Klliot, Hugh's yoimgest sister, 
sjid in 1789 K>is created Lord AocklaniL 
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Englishmen who had spent the winter of 1774 or 1775 
at Munich together. One of them, Mr. Stanley/ did 
accompany his uncle, General Buigoyne, to America; 
the rest were obliged by their fiEunilies to content them- 
selves with Tain aspirations after '^ distinctions to be 
earned on Bunker's Hill." 

Lord Lindsay, the only son of the Duke of Ancaster, 
was one of those most bent on volunteering for the army. 
He was prevented from doing so by the commands of 
his father and the tears of his mother; while Hugh 
Elliot, who was supposed to have inoculated him with 
the obnoxious idea, was reproached bitterly by his own 
family for having countenanced so wild and senseless a 
plan. The parents- of Lord Lindsay might have seen 
cause to reconsider their determination could they have 
read the letters written about their son by his mentor 
and companions at this time. That an active profession 
was the only chance of saving him from a wasted and 
disgraceful life was an opinion shared by all. 

Madame de Thun, who had become acquainted with 
Lord Lindsay at Vienna, prays that when her son grows 
up, she may not be so blind to his real interest as " cette 
pauvre Duchesse." Mr. Brydone, in one of several 
letters from Vienna, thanks my grandfather for having 
inspired Lord Lindsay with some of that " generous and 
noble patriotic zeal which you alone seem capable of 
communicating to all who converse with you. 
Till he had the good fortune to meet with you, I 
always dreaded that pleasure would have been the 

* General Bui^oyne had married Lady Charlotte Staidey. 
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only pursuit of his life ; you have coiiviueed him of 
the extreme insipidity and couteniptibleneaa of such a 
eharaeter." 

Madame de Thun's wi»c ailTJce had fallen on good 
ground, and was bringing forth fruit. 

The summer of 1776 was probably the most agree- 
able which my grandfather had ]mssed since his arrival 
iu Germany. At Ratiabon he became intimate with a 
eoterie of pleasant people, of wliom the Coimt^ and 
Countess Neipperg formed the centre. Count Neipperg 
represented Bohemia in the Diet ; he was afterwards, 
for many years, Austrian Minister at Naples, and was 
well known as a cultivated agreeable man ; his wife, 
yomig, pretty, and hy all accoimts of most engaging 
manners, was supposed by the fair ladies of Ratiebon to 
have some share in drawing forth " le sauvage Ethot " 
from his retirement. However that may have been, he 
became the life and soul of the set. Many pleasant 
meetings took place at the Neippergs' eountry-hoiise at 
Stauff; and, when these were over, and my grandfather 
was recalled to England, " in order," as Lord Suffolk 
wrote to him privately, " tliat he might be intrusted with 
affairs of greater importance, his Majesty having been 
HO well satisfied with Ids previous conduct," we learn 
much of the regrets his abHcnce caused, from the letters 
of Mr. Listen, and of tlie Marqiiis Ijouis d'Yve, a near 
* His aiattr waa Ilia uelebwtc^d Princess of Auersperg, *ho, for 
nun; yitars, was the objeut of the dfvotioDS of lh« Enipo^r Fraaris ; 
the last act of his life hud been to givu hor a dmft on the Royal 
Tramir? for 20,000 fraous : tho first &ct of Marin Tberi^sa's widon-- 
hood was ta confirm it. 
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relation of the Neippergs, and not an unfrequent cor- 
respondent of my grandfather in after years. 

Mr. Listen, who, from being tutor, secretary, and 
adviser, had now become the confidant of a sentimental 
correspondence, writes with most amusing distress to 
the volatile Minister of the difficulty he had in inventing 
probable excuses for his chief, when post after post 
arrived without any letters for a certain lady ; while, on 
the contraiy, hers were so heavy and frequent, that Mr. 
Idston was obliged to take them out of their covers — 
"though, on my honour, I don't read a word" — and 
even then the postage waA ruinous ! 

Again, the lady axnUd learn English, and ce bon 
Liston was made to undertake the part of instructor. 
" I should not so much mind," said he, " if the 
husband" (who was a literary character) "were not 
always present, puzzling me with questions about gram- 



mar." 



On one occasion an archeiy/^ was held at Stauff, 
and, as a delicate compliment to England, the target 
was made to represent an American, " revfetu de toutes 
les marques distinctives dont vos ennemis se sent 
d^cords," and the fair Countess herself had the good 
fortune to knock down, the head — a feat which affi)rded 
no small pleasure to her, and some amusement to her 
guests. The scene was retailed in a letter by Mr. 
Liston to my grandfather, and he adds, "They over- 
whelm me with the most flattering distinctions, which, 
however, lead me into many expenses." Poor Mr. 
Liston I neither loving nor beloved, his place was no 
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sinecure. He had to remonstrate, to moderate, to 
excuse, to write, to teach, and to pay I Whatever 
Bcrapea his chief got iiito, il laissnit ridiger hs pHaea 
justificativea by his secretary. And he did not even 
stop there, for he often required hia fiiend to hold out 
to others the helping hand so readily extended to him- 
eelf. The despatches which passed through the British 
legation, and reached their final destination under the 
protecting seals of England, were by no means confined 
to political subjects. " Nineteen in a week from the 
Prince to his chh-e Caroline are too much !" wrote the 
greatly harassed Liston ; but there was worse l>ehind. 
It vas one thing to receive them, another to find an 
opportujiitj for passing them on to their rightful 
ownetB. And when on one occasion they were greatly 
in arrear, the lady, accompanied by a chaperon, came in 
person to make inquiries of the minister, who was in 
the confidence of both parties. " To my borror," said 
Liston, " as you were not there, I had to appear, and to 
confess being in the secret ; however, they did not seem 
to mind at all, and urged on me the importance of 
immediately forwarding all that should pass through 
my hands ; and if it were not for my age and figure, 
I really might think that the old one was inclined to 
make up to nte. I am not so fastidious as you, but that 
I can't stand I" 

The writers of the letters were personi^cs of suffi- 
cient ioiportanco to make the confidence a doubtful 
advantage — the gentleman being the Prince Max de 
Deux Ponta (afterwards King of Bavaria), who, by all 



00 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [1776 

accounts^ was '^frantically in love;*' and the lady a 
beautiful young married woman of a noble Bavarian 
family. 

Various circumstances, and among others the jea- 
lousy of her husband, who determined to carry her off to 
the country, invested this afiair with an unusual degree 
of interest. It is alluded to in all the letters : — " Le 
Prince Max est fou de la jeuiie P. ; tons les jours 
nouvelles scenes; toute Tillustro famille <51ectorale 
s'agite ; le mari est jaloux k I'exc^s, tout le monde est 
soup9onn^ de faire des rapports." At last the prince 
was ordered to rejoin his regiment in garrison at Stras- 
buig, and the parting scene appears to have taken place 
in public, for an eye-witness says, " He was beside 
himself, and, but for the assistants, would have fallen 
on his sword." 

The writer, an English traveller, had himself been 
much struck with the same lady, but, discouraged from 
all thoughts of further rivalry by the scene at which he 
had assisted, he quietly withdrew to Vienna, from 
whence he wrote to his friend that " he felt himself a 
pitiful ass for having stayed so long." 

Towards the end of the summer of 1776 Hugh 
Elliot's first mission came to an end, and Mr. Morton 
Eden " reigned in his stead;" the latter made his d^ut 
at Munich ^nth great success ; the people pronounced 
him " engel-schon,'' and the dames de cour smiled 
graciously on one who promised to be less indifferent 
to their channs than his predecessor had been. 

I wish, for the sake of my grandfather's reputation 
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for politeness, I could have ended this chapter of his 
historjr without mentioning a trait, which is, however, 
too characteristic to be omitted. " How could you," 
says his friend Mr. Pitt, writing to him some time after- 
wards, " think yourself justified in telling your Munich 
friends that the day of your departure was the happiest 
of your life ? Was it not imnecessaiy to make a round 
of visits for that purpose ?" 



Note. — On his way through Paris my grandfather visited Madame 
du Deffand, and thus she writes of him to Horace Walpole : — " Le 
petit Elliot est tout-^-fait aimable ; il a beaucoup d*esprit, il sent 
encore un peu Tecolc, mais c'est qu'il est modeste, et qu'il est la 
contre partie de Charles Fox ; la sorte de timidity qu'il a encore sied 
bicn k son &ge ; surtout quand elle n'emp^he pas qu'on en demMe le 
bon sens et I'esprit." — Corres, de Madame du Jkffand. 
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CHAPTER THE SECOND. 

1772 to 1777. 
THE FAMHjY. 

I HAVE now brought down the narrative of my grand- 
father's early life to the period of his return to England 
and the close of his first mission^ in the autumn of 1776, 
and in doing so I have confined myself solely to that 
portion of his correspondence which bears directly upon 
his affairs. It will therefore be desirable, before going 
any further, to cast a backward glance over the other 
portion of the letters now before me — that which relates 
to the circumstances of his correspondents. An addi- 
tional reason for doing so, before entering on another 
year, consists in the changes which occurred in the 
family in the early part of 1777, and which amounted to 
a break-up of the family home. 

When, in 1771, Hugh " tore himself from his mother's 
arms," as she expresses it, " to seek honourable employ- 
ment in a foreign land," the family group had already 
lost one of its members by the departure of Alick for 
India, which had taken place some time before ; but there 
still remained under the paternal roof-tree two sons and 
two daughters. Gilbert, the eldest, was pursuing his 
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studieB at Oxford. Bob was a Westminster school-boy, 
Isabella, a young lady going out in the world, waa the 
delight of her mother's life. Eleanor, a wild young girl, 
called by her brothers by many aliases, was studying 
French, with no great buccchb, uuder the charge of Ma- 
dame Dnmont, and setting all rules of English grammar 
and orthography at defiance. 

It conld not be expected that Sir Gilbert's letters 
to a son under the age of twenty would contain any 
confidential communications on political mattere. Nor 
do they. But there are indications in the general cor- 
respondence of his political influence having suffered 
some diminution about this time, or rather before it. 

Horace Walpole, in his last Journals, under the date 
of February 177.% mentions Sir Gilbert Elliot as the 
man " whom the King most trusted, next to Lord Bute, 
but who nevertheless had been acting discontent for the 
last two years." He also frequently alludes to misunder- 
standings between Sir Gilbert and Lord North, and on 
one occasion describes a popular vote of Sir Gilbert's, 
oil which he divided the House i^ainst Ministers, as a 
revenge for Lord Barrington's refusal to give a commis- 
sion in the army to one of his sons. 

This theory is not, however, consistent with two 
others equally put forwani by Walpole. First, That 
Sir Gilbert, in opposing Lord North, was acting secretly 
by the King's instigation. Second, That militaiy patron- 
age was entirely at the disposal of the King. For it is 
obvious that, had Sir Gilbert's influence with the King 
at this time been so great as Walpole supposed it, he 
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would not have met with the treatment from Lord 
Barrington, by which he thought himself so much 
aggrieved. 

Certain allusions in the letters rather lead one to 
suppose that the King himself may have been somewhat 
cool in the matter of Hugh's commission, and that when 
the latter left England, his father's position at Court 
was not what it had been. At all events, there can be 
no doubt that Sir Gilbert saw in the refusal of Lord 
Barrington to nominate his son to a captaincy in the 
Guards, a studied insult to himself, and a triumph to 
his enemies. It was " a party move," as indeed every 
question affecting a " Scot" was sure to be considered 
in those days. Lady Elliot not only shared in her hus- 
band's feelings, but was still more sensitive to the hard- 
ship of parting with her promising and brilliant son, at 
a moment when she had believed him to be about to 
enter an honourable career in the service of his country ; 
this distress bore all the harder upon her because she 
was at the time suffering from ill health, and smarting 
under the disappointment of a hope she had conceived 
of seeing her eldest daughter suitably married. Many a 
long letter did she write to her absent son on the subject 
of her grievances. 

" These things give me a disgust to the world that I 
can hardly overcome, but yet am chained to the oar, and 
called upon to drag still into public a dispirited tor- 
mented mind. I can seldom go anywhere without 
meeting persons and objects mortifying to me. Lord 
Barrington — faugh! my soul rises at him! — is very 
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studious to make up to me when we meet^ which polite- 
ness I return with equal politeness^ although I see an 
evident sneer on the face of a false heart What a farce 
is this world !"^ 

Again she writes, " One sees one's-self, from faction 
and narrow jealousy, an object of universal ill-will, and 
no support from any quarter except the talents of a 
person however in some degree upon the decline." Lady 
Elliot s style, like her feelings, was vehement, and that 
her family did not share in the latter to their fullest 
extent, is evident from another passage in the same 
letter, in which she says, " You know the chanicters of 
your father and brother s philosopliic minds so well as 
to know that they cannot enter into nor understand 
what agitates me; their affections are equal to mine, 
but their imaginations are not so sensible, and they often 
do not perceive, or do not care for, what agitates me." 

This assertion is partly justified by the very concise 
manner in which Gilbert informs his brother of the event 
that had so wrung his mother s spirit — namely, the mar- 
riage of Isabella s faithless adorer to another lady. " Mr. 
R.'s marriage gives us all great satisfaction. My sister 
is glad he is out of her way ;" and in the autumn of the 
same year, he rejoices that an alarm of opposition to Sir 
Gilbert in the county was to carry them all to Minto, 
and would give Lady Elliot an occupation she was better 
fitted for than that of match-making. A few months 
more sufficed to give her some of her children's philo- 
sophy ; and, alluding to her once desired son-in-law, she 

I Lady EUiot to Hugh, 1772. 
F 
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barely admits " that he might have made a good hus- 
bandy though corpulent and a money-worm." 

The summer of 1772 was a melancholy one m Eng- 
land and Scotland, owing to the numerous failures of 
banksy among which that of Fordyce was the most felt 
Dismal are the scenes described. '^ Not a workman to 
be seen in the Adelphi^ the Adams haying stopped pay- 
ment. For some days everybody alarmed and suspicious^ 
and the run on the banks so great that it was a wonder 
any of them stood it." In the midst of these dreary 
descriptions it is refreshing to find Isabella writing 
cheerily of her London amusements.^ " The Opera is 
still goody though the departure of Madame Heinel half 
broke the maccaronis' hearts. The pleasantest thing 
we have done was a water-party to Richmond in papa's 
barge. We dined there^ and walked and drank tea. 
We had Banks and Solander^^ and their music^ that^ if 
they had gone round the world, would have gone with 
them. At Richmond we met another party, with your 
friend Colonel Harcourt and his music, and we joined 
parties and went together to Vauxhall. We stopped at 
Kew, and serenaded the Prince of Wales. Solander is 
very happy that he is not sure of going his voyage, 
though he does not dare say so. They have quarrelled 
with Captain Cook, who goes in the * Resolution.'" 

The autumn found the family at Minto, where they 
were joined by Gilbert in time for the Kelso races; he 

* Isabella to Hngh, June 23. 

' Sir Joseph Banks and Dr. Solander, both eminent naturalists, 
accompanied Captain Cook on his first voyage round the world (1768). 
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making his journey from Scarborough in a collier^ which 
was unable to make the Tyne at Newcastle, and landed 
him and a friend on the Durham coast 

While in the north, Lady Elliot and some of the 
family went to Edinburgh to see the Dowager Lady 
Elliot, who died in the following year ; and from thence 
Lady Elliot writes thus characteristically of the society 
to her son Hugh : — 

" The misses are, I am afraid, the most rotten part 
of the society. Envy and jealousy of their rivals have, 
I fear, a possession in their minds, especially the old part 
of the young ladies, who grow perfect beldames in that 
small society ; but upon the whole there arc many worthy, 
agreeable, well-principled people, if you get over the lan- 
guage, manner, and address, which are at first striking." 

Early in 1773 we find Lady Elliot writing again from 
London. As I have already said. Sir Gilbert was taking 
an active part in Parliament, and one not always friendly 
to Lord North ; but the kind letters of Lord Stormont 
respecting Hugh, and the active friendship of Lord 
Suffolk, were producing kindly civilities on the part of 
the King ; and before the simimer Sir Gilbert wrote to 
his son that it was intended to send him Plenipotentiary 
to Munich. The letters from Sir R. Gunning and Mr. 
Wroughton, which were addressed to the Foreign OflBce 
in London, and made such gratifying mention of Hugh's 
military exploits, were read by the family at Minto with 
equal pride and rejoicing ; and before the winter arrived 
they had had the happiness of welcoming him to England, 
and of embracing him again in his London home. 
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At that time Hugh was cleariy his mother's faTOurite 
son ; " the joy of my life, the friend of my heart," as she 
frequently calls him ; ^' planted firmly in the hearts of 
all ;" and all the dearer to her, perhaps, because not all 
her pride in the parts and character of her eldest son 
could ever make her overlook his habits of silence and 
reserve, which were probably increased in her presence 
by her utter absence of self-control. In the course of 
1773 he was entered at Lincoln's Inn, and, his mother 
tells us, was highly popular there, " where prepossession 
in a man's favour is nine points of the game." No 
doubt that during the following winter both the brothers 
entered fully into the amusements and follies of the 
town, for their subsequent correspondence has many a 
reference to those "merry days," with no less Se- 
quent reflections on the drain they had inflicted on 
" ths Rhinor 

From the correspondence which recommenced on 
Hugh's departure for Mimich, early in 1774, we gather 
that the well-known figure of the young maccaroni riding 
a long-tailed pony in the park had been sketched by 
Lord Townshend for the benefit of his pretty new wife, 
and that she carried it about in her work-bag, though 
not deeming it " prudent " to let her young adorer have 
a copy of her own portrait. Miss Walter, the great 
" fortune," afterwards Lady Grimston,^ had been much 
touched by the sight of Hugh's dejection on bidding her 

* James, third Viscount Grimston/married, 28th July 1774, Harriet, 
only daughter and heiress of Edward Walter, Esq., of Stalbridge, 
county Dorset 
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good-bye, though ** she was not so romantic as I should 
have been," said Lady Elliot, " and preferred a rich peer 
to a young envoy ;" but " Miss" somebody else " would 
really have done for you, and made you a rich good 
wife, if you had not been determined to say she was 
crooked and squinted, before you looked at her." His 
'' old flames" the Duchesses of Northumberland and of 
Queensberry, "the latter beautiful and coquettish as 
ever," are mentioned as frequently inquiring for him, 
and so too did the King and Queen. " No one ever 
left so many friends," said his mother. " We are cer- 
tainly the happiest family in the world in ourselves," wrote 
his sister, " but I think of all I love you and my mother 
best;" and Gilbert in the same strain says, — '* I lose in 
your absence, my dear Hugh, more than anything you 
have left behind can make up — a true friend and almost 
the only companion I perfectly love. We have all lost 
a great deal of cheerfulness, and all know it will not 
return till it brings you with it." 

Yet, in spite of all this love and praise. Lady Elliot's 
first letter after her son's departure for Munich shows 
that she was not blind to the defects which threatened 
to obscure his many remarkable qualities. Love — true 
love — is never blind; quick to see the first germ of 
good, it is no less quick to discern the quarter whence 
danger may come to the thing beloved. It is the triumph 
of love not to love blindly, but knowing all, seeing all, 
to love on, through all, and in spite of all. 

Writing to Hugh firom Minto, July 28, 1774, his 
mother tells him she had begun to write letters to him. 
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which on reflection she had destroyed, but that she was 
now determined, once for all, to enter fully, to him, into 
her ideas of his character, and of the dangers his peculiar 
temperament would expose him to, sparing neither 
praise nor blame, '' for I haye never known an ingenuous 
mind the worse for praise, nor a candid one for blame ;" 
and she then proceeds to draw and to contrast two ideal 
portraits of a young man who, possessed of certain good 
qualities and defects, rose, in the one case, by OTcrcoming 
his faults, to the height of fortune, and, in the other, by 
want of the pame powers of self-control, disappointed all 
the expectations which had been formed of him. 

The letter is too long to transcribe, and has all the 
peculiar faults of Lady Elliot's style — exaggeration in 
expression and a redimdancy of words — but it is the 
production of a clever woman and of a tender mother. 
The picture she gives of Hugh is distinct. Slight and 
slim of figure, with handsome features and a spirited 
countenance, his appearance pleased, even before his 
lively wit and soft and gentle manners confirmed the 
first impression. Cultivated in mind, and possessing 
all manly accomplishments, he had made himself ^^a 
name in courts and camps before attaining his fifth 
lustrum," and yet remained the ''best of sons and 
brothers, and the most romantic of lovers." 

But now comes le revers de m^daille, and we are 
told of the possibility that this uncommon character 
might ''be rendered useless by a want of economy 
which ruined his affairs ; by giving himself up to the 
indulgence of ridiculing characters that he despised ; 
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by neglecting the common forms of civility and at- 
tentions^ as visits, letters, etc., and yielding to an 
hereditary sauntering, alias indolence, which prevented 
him from cultivating his talents — led him to lie in bed 
in the morning — to lounge undressed till near dinner- 
time (as is practised at Horsman*s coffee-house, Oxford) 
— to dress in a hurry, and be too late for dinner — ^to 
neglect his accounts and bills, by which his family and 
affairs went into confusion, his despatches were ne- 
glected, and his friends at home disgusted. Having 
formed his taste for characters that are rarely to be met 
with, the same want of self-restraint led him to be openly 
impatient of others of a different cast, and to show them 
a repulsive coldness ; thus he contracted an ennui that 
blasted all the promises of fortune." 

It is remarkable that this letter, which was written 
in July 1774, a month after Hugh's arrival at Mimich, 
anticipates every chaige which was afterwards brought 
against him during his residence there, by relatives at 
home or friends on the spot.^ 

Other passages in the same letter show that an idle 
winter in London had not been unattended with ill 
effects, and .that his mother rejoiced over his removal 
from " that noxious nest," where frivolity and extrava- 
gance were the order of the day, and his brother 
maccaronis — "the absurd puppies of the age" — were 
given over to gaming and vice. 

While Lady Elliot was taking advantage of the 

» See the letters of Sir Gilbert, of Mr. Liston, Mr. Pitt, Madame do 
Thun, 1776-76. 



72 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [1774 

retirement of Minto to give good counsel to her son, 
Isabella was deploring that he was not with them '^ to 
partake of our dancing to a bagpipe, and the charming 
sweet sounds of backgammon and billiards, and the 
magic-lantern, which are our devices this summer for 
passing the evening when we have company, which, after 
a good ride in the morning, and a good dinner, prepare 
for a comfortable sleep at night." Kelso races were par- 
ticularly brilliant that year. In those days the dwellers 
on the southern Border seem to have frequented them 
as regularly as the inhabitants of the four counties 
(Roxbuighshirc, the Merse, the Forest, and Tweeddale), 
the Northumberlands and Delavals being as constant 
attendants as the Bucclcuchs, Douglasses, Kerrs, and 
Elliots. 

Parliament was dissolved in October, and, before 
the new one had assembled, the family left Minto, none 
of them ever to return, except Gilbert, whose home 
it was to be, and Isabella, who went there once only, 
and for a very short period, on a visit to her brother. 
It does not appear that any of them, except, perhaps. 
Sir Gilbert himself, entertained any affection for the 
place, and the ladies certainly considered that going 
down there "was a great breach in society." The 
love of Minto, which wo now guard like some here- 
ditaty spell, came in with a stranger, for Gilbert's 
wife was the first who is said to have "loved Minto 
passionately." 

But the Minto of those days was not the Minto of 
these. The sheet of water which now reflects labur- 
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nums and rhododendrons in sight of the windows^ was 
then a narrow bum running under banks shaggy with 
thorns ; where the flower-garden is now^ stood a dismal 
little church in a comer dark with yews^ and dreary 
with unkept graves; the manse^ surrounded by a few 
untidy cottages, overlooked the little glen, and was 
near enough to the house for the minister to see the 
family as they sat at dinner in the round room on the 
ground-floor, known as the '^ big room " by uncles and 
aunts, and as the " schooUroora " by the children of to- 
day. The rocks may have been finer then when no 
woods hung like drapery on their sides, but from the 
old castle one must have looked down on muirs and 
heaths where now lie the woods of the Lamblairs, or 
the green dopes and corn-fields which smUe in pleasant 
Teviotdale. 

The green hills are possibly the only feature in the 
place which remain unchanged, though the village which 
clusters at their feet is new. 

In those days roads were few, and drains were not, 
and the dwellers in a land where high farming triumphs 
will sometimes lament the days when fences were odious 
and turnips undiscovered. Yet, on the whole, though 
sunny days may then have shown bright stretches of 
whin or of heather which have disappeared now, we 
must admit that we live on a drier soil, and in a more 
" innerlie " country, and have a greater variety of cheer- 
ful pleasures than fell to the lot of our forefathers ; so 
peace be to their ashes I even though they did not care 
for Minto. 
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The meeting of Parliament in December 1774 had^ 
as I have said^ assembled the family in town. Gilbert^ 
who had taken his first fee at Durham in the preceding 
smnmer, was now steadily applying to law^ and Isabella 
is the chief chronicler of the amusements and an dits of 
the town during the ensuing season.^ " There are forty 
young Etonians in the new Parliament^ and about 170 
new faces. Bob; the waiter at White's, is chosen for the 
same place with Mr. Wedderbum, upon which Lord Suf- 
folk said, he made no doubt they would make a very 
distinguished figure, being both bred to the Bar:' 

On the 20th February 1775, we find in Walpole's 
Journal ^ that Lord North astounded the House by a 
proposal of conceding to the Americans the right of 
taxing themselves, such taxes to be revised by the 
Legislature at home ; this last clause, however, to be 
merely formal. Walpole describes the debate very 
graphically, and his account is confirmed in most parti- 
culars by the letters. Lady Elliot says, " Sir Gilbert's 
part was much applauded. ... I fancy the measure 
will be abused in the long-run, according to the present 
spirit of the nation ; and for my own part, I am per- 
suaded, though every means should be taken to prevent 
the English and Americans from destroying each other, 
that this is much too crude and hasty a concession not 
to have the appearance, on the other side of the world, 
of fear, and therefore will make them ten times more 
refiractory than ever." 

" The King does not like this new piano opera. He, 

1 Isabella to Hugh. « Vol. i. p. 468. 
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like yoU; has more taste for the bravura songs : but I 
hate them^ and am glad to hear cantabile, for I hate hiss- 
ing and cat-calls. Lord Suffolk sings loud in the chorus 
of the piano piece ; his first secretary^ the handsome one 
(Eden), has been much about Lord North of late."^ 

The Opera occupies a larger space than Parliament 
in the letters of the sisters.^ " There is a new opera of 
Bauzzini's composing, which is the prettiest music I ever 
heard, upon the story of F^ramus and Thisbe, which is 
very much admired. He sings and acts admirably, and 
all the ladies who have any feeling cry at it. I should 
also have been much affected if I had not unluckily sat 
behind Beckie Scott,^ who sospirid and piangered so 
much, and wet her handkerchief so plentifully; that I 
was like to die with laughing at the time Rauz2dni was 
in the agonies of death. And you must not be angry, 
but I assure you Lord Stormont turned quite pale, which 
also diverted my obdurate heart. Fop's Alley was also 
much moved, so you may with truth assure his friends 
at Munich, he, like Orpheus, can move oaks and stones 
with the divine powers of harmony." 

Lord Stormont's imretumed passion for Lady Henri- 
etta Stanhope,^ is alluded to in the published memoirs 
of the time, and very frequently in this correspondence. 
" There is no describing," wrote Lady Elliot, " how ridicu- 
lous such a passion is in this dispassionate town, where 

* This letter is partly in cipher. * Isahella to Hugh, May 1775. 
3 She afterwards ran away with her music-master. See Walpole's 

last Journals, vol. i. ** A most dismal marriage," wrote Isabella. 

* Daughter of Lord Harrington, married to Mr. Foley. 
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genuine serious perseyering love never appears;" and then 
ever keen to feel a slight put upon her friend^ and plain- 
spoken in the expression of it^ she pronounces the lady 
" a sailing peacock^ and an insufferable rigid coquette, 
who made a jest of the poor soul to her feather-headed 
companions." 

In the same letter, intended, as the writer said, to 
amuse and not to instruct, we learn that '^ the town was 
in its usual state as to amusements, gaming, and extrava- 
gance this winter. A new married duchess has been 
the observed of all observers. The newspapers have 
handled her much too roughly on account of her dress, 
which is only fantastical ; she is giddy and beautiful, 
and her mother, a woman of unexampled qualities, tries 
to restrain her, but she has given herself up to the 
guidance of the club ladies. There was an intention of 
a play being to be acted when all the fine ladies and 
gentlemen were to perform. There was to have been a 
grand ballet in which the Duchess of D., Lady B. Stanley, 
Lady Jersey, Lady Melbourne, Lady Cranboume, Mrs. 
Hubert, etc., were to have showed off, but friends and 
husbands interposed. The same people, with the two 
Royal Dukes, are to have a great f^e on the river the 5th of 
June. It is to be a race of boats; twelve small boats, just 
laige enough to keep above water and to contain two men, 
are to sail from Westminster Bridge, and to row against one 
another, and it is thought they will go sixteen miles an 
hour. All the city barges are now painting and deco- 
rating for it, and the different trades are to have barges 
with pageants. The whole is to end in a masquerade 
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at Ranelagh. It will cost an immense sum, but nobody 
knows how it is to be paid ; in shorty never were people 
so foolish as in the great world just now ; but^ thank 
Grod I it does not seem to spread below a certain set, 
who are laughed at by the rest of the world." 

When in June the boat-race took place, Isabella wrote 
— " Alas I for the first time for three weeks, to the utter 
distress of beaux, belles, and watermen, the evening was 
blowing and cloudy, and at about seven o'clock, when the 
boats were to set off, a violent shower of rain came down." 

Then, as now, all London talked for weeks o{f^te8, 
which, when they came to pass, were voted " the stupidest 
thing imaginable." Nightly at Ranelagh 4000 people 
met ; 5000 tickets were issued for one night's admission 
to the Pantheon, to hear a woman sing, whose voice had 
a greater range than the harpsichord. Masquerades, 
private balls, and regattas, for the amusement of the two 
Royal Dukes, occupied the world of fashion, and " we 
had some very good parties ourselves," at one of which, 
" a little private party," Franky North personated the 
young Lady Sutherland, just arrived from the north, and 
^' so well, that your friend Cadogan was quite taken in, 
and made up to the fortune, till all of a sudden Franky 
gave a great Westminster halloo, to poor Cadogan's 
extreme confusion." 

While the sisters, and chiefly Isabella, were writing 
to their brother on such topics as these, his parents 
found painful matter of correspondence in the condition 
of Hugh's affairs, which became known to them at this 
time. Anxiety for his health also disturbed his mother's 
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mind^ and wlien to these causes of disturbance were 
added the flight of a clerk from Sir Gilbert's office, with 
a sum of £10,000, for which he became liable, and the 
grave and threatening aspect of political affairs, which 
in Sir Gilbert's opinion made the existence of the 
Ministry yeiy doubtful, it is not to be wondered at that 
the letters of the parents in no wise partook of the cheer- 
fill tone of their children. 

" As to the house in general," wrote Sir Gilbert,^ " I 
should not be surprised if they were soon obliged to 
break up altogether. The want of foresight, manage- 
ment, etc., has been terrible. As to your old dog Boat- 
swain,^ he is as fat and lascy as ever ; he does very well 
to keep the hall, and has a good tongue there, but is 
not fit for the field. 

'^ Gage returns ; Howe gets the command ; the ships 
are in great forwardness. I can't say so much for the 
army. Your old friend^ sticks to rules, tape, and pack- 
thread. Procrastination is the ruin of business ; dispatch 
in everything is half the battle. Enthusiasm and vigour 
prevail abroad, and they have certainly officers. 

" Our troops have been too few, and their conduct 
what you sec. So we always begin; perhaps things 
may mend." 

Turning to his son's affairs, he says — "The only 
difficulty you have to struggle with is money, and that 
is a great one. Your total ignorance of its value, and 
of what it would do at your first setting out, has been 
not only a great loss to you, but I am afraid will be felt 

* 31st August 1 775. ■ Lord North. ' l.K)rd Barrington. 
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by you through much of the career you have still to 
run. It is most difficult to recover what might have 
been easily saved. A profuse indulgence to worthless 
servants is the most thankless and least creditable of all 
expenses — it would ruin a prince. 

" Your coming to your present situation so young 
wants nothing but a resolute manly forbearance for one 
or two years, to render your future progress most pros- 
perous and comfortable. Foreign situations yield enough 
to subsist on, and to act too, but not to represent the 
country as they ought ; but the country must sec to that 
— the individual gets no thanks for ruining himself. 

" I pray God may bless you, and that many great 
and amiable talents may not lose their effect by the want 
of a few vulgar and ordinary ones ; but of all mistakes 
none can be greater than to become poor for fear of be- 
ing thought so. Depend upon it, something is always 
wrong when a man is ashamed of his real situation, and 
seeks to hide it." 

The pleasantest feature in the family correspondence 
at this date is the delight with which all hail the suc- 
cessful d^but of Gilbert Elliot at the bar. Every letter 
from home dilates upon it, and Hugh's answers are fiiU 
of joy and affection. Lady Elliot tells it very character- 
istically to Mr. Liston, in a letter which he describes as 
filling thirteen pages, " beautifully written." 

" I know," she says, " the pleasure it will give you 
to learn the success my son has had in his first appear- 
ance in his profession. He has given a rare instance of 
resolution in withdrawing himself from the pursuits of 
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the world to those of the most persevering study. When 
it came to the pointy you may believe I had much trepi- 
dation^ although I had always comforted myself that if 
he failed in this, it would be the first thing that ever he 
fiEuled in that he attempted in his life ; yet^ as I had so 
seldom heard him speak^ I had some degree of doubt of 
the rapidity of his tongue and the strength of his voice. 
But I was soon relieved with a note from Sir John Dal- 
rymple, saying, * Thanks to the Gods I the hoy has done 
his duty f to which was added, ' The De'il a fears o' 
him;' to which I answered, 'Son of JEmilius, and thy 
cotisin^ Pauhis, he must do more, and by the Gods he 
will r He is now deemed a counsel learned in the law. 
He is greatly encouraged by his success, and firmly 
rooted in the ground on which his ancestors on both 
sides flourished." 

Sir Gilbert'saccount is not less full; and Isabella writes 
that her father's anxiety was greater than her brother's. 

The summer of 1775 found the ladies of the family 
at Tunbridge Wells. From thence they wrote long and 
characteristic letters to the absent Hugh. 

1 In one of Hugh's early letters to his mother, he congratulates 
himself on having inherited through her the ** Dalrympian gift of 
rhetoric ! " Sir John Dalrymplo and Lady Elliot were cousins. Her 
father, Hew Dalrymple, second son of the Honourable Sir DaWd 
Dalrymple of Hailes, Lord Advocate, and grandson of the first Viscount 
Stair, Lord President, had assumed the names of Murray- Eynn3rnmound, 
on his succession to the estates of his nephew Sir Alexander Murray 
Kynnynmound, of Melgund, etc., who died without issue. Lady Elliot- 
Murray-Kynnynmound was the only child of Hew Dalrymple by his 
marriage with Isabella second daughter of Hugh Somerville, of the house 
of Cambusnethan. — See Douglwta Puragt^ edit. 1813, vol. ii. p. 625. 
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" I live at home at nij ease," says Lady Elliot/ " with 
good sensible old women with whom this place abounds. 
Among them is Mrs. Carter, the translator of Epictetus, 
a being full of piety and virtue ; and before I finish the 
subject of the society here, I must tell you that there is 
an old friend of yours who resides about a mile from the 
Wells with his mother, who makes the soul of all assem- 
blies or eompanies he is with, — I mean poor Tom 
Enkine, the father of three children, and a fourth about 
to come into the world, with the glorious fimds of a 
lieutenant's pay to support his family I Ah I let us 
compare and reflect on the contrasts io human life. 
Your fate apirears to him full of felicity; yet he has 
that candour of mind to rejoice in what he thinks your 
good fortune, and to wish only ho had been as fortunate. 
I wish you would write him a few lines to assure him of 
your friendship and remembrance ; but they mast be on 
the same companionable footing you were originally 
ti^ether, for his situation renders him proud and touchy, 
the natural consequence of a depressed high spirit. He 
has indeed a Tivocity, talents, accomplishments, and 
knowledge, that I tliink will at last prevail and raise 
him from hia obscurity and poverty. Every one who 
knows him becomes interested for him with a zeal that 
will certainly some time or other make his fortune, in 
spite of the cruel embarrassments he has brought himself 
into by his mad marriage to a frightful, long-nosed, 
awkward woman, who has nevertheless douceur, virtue, 
sad amiableness, to recommend her, and a love of him 

' Angnat 1775. 
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as strong as it is romantic. Hia mother has, I believe, 
about £400 a-ycar, on which she maintains him and his 
family, besides an unmarried daughter, . . . and what 
shows the power of religion, they are chccrfiil and con- 
tent, only he is forming schemes of advancement as full 
of humour as of impracticability." 

A great portion of this letter relates to Isabella's 
lovers. " It has been the decree of Heaven that several 
have felt her power on their hearts — have writhed under 
it, atmggled, and, by the intervention of some mysterious 
power, got free," a termination which did not prevent 
Lady Elliot from describing most amusingly the intri- 
cacies of each particular case : — " In one instance," she 
wrote, " it pleased Providence to raise up an object to 
supplant her— detestable to the eyes and feelings of all 
others t You may say it was au escape. No ; he is one 
of the best of husbands to a most disagreeable and 
troublesome wife." In another case, probably the one 
already referred to. Lady Elliot confesses that, to her 
" shame, the object was not of the value she put upon 
it." More than once Isabella herself proved deaf to her 
lovers' prayere and her mother's counsels. " A young 
man with more character than is usual, with parts, 
learning, exact principles, and £10,000 a-year, very much 
made for domestic life, made acquaintance last winter at 
public jilaccs, and seemed verj* much an admirer. Hia 
plan was to walk about the worid, both in town, and in 
the summer at public places, and then to fix for life on 
the person who, in his rounds, appeared to him the most 
to his taste. I have little doubt myself, by what I saw, 
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who this would have been, had not cruel incidentB inter- 
vened. In short, he came to Tunbridge ; and before he 
went to pursue his intended tour to foreign places, he 
told a person there, who repeated it to rac, that he was 
80 much in love, that if he had stayed any longer he 
could not have commanded his desire to unite himself 
for ever to the person he adored ; and he therefore went 
away very abruptly." This prudent gentleman, who was 
obviously the original of " Coilebs in search of a wife," 
having continued his tour, and completed it at Bright- 
helmstone, returned to Tunbridge, to throw himself at 
Isabella's feet, " for he was sincerely attached ;" but, in 
the meanwhile, whatever preference she may at one time 
have been disposed to feel for him, had been dissipated 
by his own inconsistencies. They both, in short, expe- 
rienced the truth of the French epigram — 

" L'flbficnce eat ii Tamour 
Ce qu'eet na feu le TBat 
11 ^teiat le petit 
Kt BUginente lu grand," 

" He grew morose and jealous, and she, thinking him a 
notorious puppy, would have nothing to say to him, 
though I could not but believe him to be a good man, 
with a wrong head and a strange temper." In the 
following spring Lady Elliot wrote that "he" (the dis- 
carded lover) " had been shut up with the vapours all the 
winter, and I have no doubt he ia hypochondriacally 
mad. Another escape, you'll say !" 

Eleanor, too, makes her first appearance in public 
life at this time, and a little romance of hers, which 
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ended very tragically by the death of the hero, " young 
DelsTal, the only son of the DelaTals," caused some 
diversion to her mother's agitations respecting Isabella 
but Eleanor was very young, very gay and pretty, " with 
the sort of beauty which engages the lucn without Blann- 
ing the women," and " a few jaunts" about the countiy 
suificed to restore her spirits. Her own letters on the 
subject are pleasing and natural. 

From Tunbridge the elder members of the family 
went on a tour of visita, and, among other places, to 
Luton, Lord Bute's, and to the Norths. 

" Luton is the finest and most expensive palace I 
ever saw," writes Isabella (Nov. 4) — "pictures and 
every other refinement of taste that can be collected ; 
but it shows plainly that these things are no ways 
conducive to cheerfulness or happiness, as it is a kind of 
melancholy grandeur that is inexpressible. He himself 
struck me very much ; he is now the gayest of the 
Eamily, and amuses himself with his library and rerlii, 
and seems to have in a degree forgot past times, but 
has a sort of horror for all the world, and we at« the 
only visitors, except his own family, that have seen this 
magnifieent fabric. His manners are vastly amiable — a 
little romantic, which, you know, is to my taste; but 
a disgust, which the ingratitude of the world has given 
him, makes him too sattvage to mis with it, and his 
family, when with him in the country, take the colour of 
their miuds from his, I cannot but wonder at the 
difference, coming from the one to the other of this 
family, contrasted with the simplicity, jollity, good- 
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humour, and easiness of Lonl North's life and conTeraa- 
tion ; but I should think something between both would 
be the more happy medium, though never were there 
better people than tlic latter." She had written in May 
of the same year, when the bad news arrived from 
America, that they had been staying with the Norths. 
Wbeu the miniater received it, "he seemed yery easy, 
to our great suritriae; but he is the moat liicable 
creature I ever saw, and one muat love him and all the 
famOy for their good humour and kindness." 

October brought the world to town. Parliament 
re-aasembled, and " The House of Peers sat the first 
day till half-pa-st 11, and the House of Commons till 
half-past 4 in the morning, and the second day till near 
1 o'clock. There was a very great debate and fine 
speaking. Yomig Adam, who comes in for Gatton, Sir 
W. Mayne'a borough, attacked Lord North as a friend, 
but accused him in plain terms of a degree of [illegible] 
and indolence which made his very great abilities of no 
use, and blamed him for having allowed these natural 
disi>oaition3 to get so far the better of him, that they 
were in part cause of the mischief in America. This 
roused Lord North, wlio on-ned his faults, thanked Mr. 
Adam as a friend, and assured tlie House that no 
exertion of his sliould be wanting at the present crisis, 
and, in short, made one of the greatest appearances that 
ever was made. He has gained universal credit. My 
father spoke after, and they say amazingly well and 
skilfully. Mr. Fox, on the aide of Opposition, made a 
great appearance, Burke and Barr^ but indifierent, and 
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Mr. Fox went away in low spirite, saying there had been 
much greater power shown on the side of Government 
than Opposition."^ The Queen's first drawing-room was 
unusually full. Prince Orloff, covered mth diamoada, 
was one of the liona of the day, but so many of the great 
people had only just come to town, and had unpacked 
nothing finer than " Queen's ware,"^ that few enter- 
tainments were given him. " I hear he is not at all 
pleased with the reception he has met with iu England, 
as he was immensely fct<; at Paris, and the Empress 
says that no Frenchman shall ever come to her Court 
without feeling the good effects of it, but here people's 
heads are taken up with other things."^ He was, however, 
happy to stare at the beautiful Latly Mary Somerset, who 
had lately " come out," and at the equally beautifiil 
Duchess of Devonshire, " the most ehanning figure in the 
world." The news from America grew blacker by every 
mail ; but Eleanor probably spoke the truth, when she 
■wrote in fun, " The trial of the Duchess of Kingston fills 
the mind of all the inhabitants of this great metropolis ; 
people seem much more sincerely interested in this 
cause than in the American war." 

The Norths seem at this time to have been the most 
intimate friends of the younger branches of the Elliot 
family. " Miss North is still the same charming 
amiable creature as ever," writes Eleanor. " I was at 
Bushy for a fortnight, where I saw Mr. Eden several 
times. He and Lord North took it into their heads to 

' laabeUs to Hugh, OptoVr 30. ' The New Wedgwood potterj-. 

* NoTember 1776. 
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tell me your illness was cured Ity a large hump growing 
upon your back, higber than your head ; and they 
talked bo much about it that they frightened me out of 
my BonsGS. Tlicy had a good laugh at me, because I 
said I would rather have it myself, or that any of my 
other brothers should have it, for they were not so 
handsome ; besides that Gilbert, besides being an elder 
son, might put hia councillor's wig upon it, Alick might 
cover it with Indian gold, Bob's gown would hide it, but 
Hugh and a hump would never do." 

No such deformity as that imagined by Lord North 
could have been more unnatural or grotesque than the 
edifice which Jjondon ladies were then erecting on their 
heads. " The heads in France are now higher than ever, 
and England follows apace. Two or three ladies have 
sported such a quantity of feathers, blonde, flowers, arti- 
ficial cherries, plums, strawberries, grass, radishes (which 
is called coiffures d. la legume), cauliflowers, etc, etc., all 
at once upon the same head, that it has lightened and 
surprised the leas adventurous part of the sex." 

The year 1776 was prolific of lettern, and accordingly 
it has a whole volume of the correspondence to itself. 

Several letters from Sir Gilbert and Lady Elliot 
relate to Hugh's desire to abandon the diplomatic 
profession in order to join the army in America as a 
volunteer. Both write to him in very diflerent styles, 
but with equal good sense, on the subject. 

" You are not a Hercules or a Samson," wrote Ids 
&ther, " with your single arm to perform wonders, and 
' Januftr; Si. 
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as a subaltern officer or volunteer you are undtBtin- 
guished in the mass, and less serving your country than 
in the more important situation where you now are, and 
where a great deal may depend on your own ability and 
diligence. .... Though to speculate on subjects 
of this kind is generally frivolous, yet I cannot help 
recollecting what I think Bacon says on the choice of a 
profession. One consideration is, not to adhere too 
closely to our first destination where circumstances 
aeem chiefly to obstruct us, or where we are likely to 
meet too many rivals po&sessed of superior advantages. 
Thus, says he, Ca-sar quitted eloquence at the bar, 
finding Caius Hortensius in his way, and took at once to 
arms, where Ponipey alone was considerable. In whot 
line are there fewer competitors than in yours ? And in 
a state broken into so many distinct departments, and 
each department into bo many ranks, where can one 
hope to go so high, and that, too, by one's own merit and 
industry ! To get on m youth is a great consideration, 
and that seldom can happen in fonned societies. 

"To be continually conversant in important national 
business, and always corresponding and in confidence 
with those at the head of afiiurs, are circumstances 
not without their value, especially when compared to 
the minute and obscure drudgery which is inseparable 
&om moet professions, especially on their first outset, 
and during many of the best years of our youth." 

" If," wrote his mother,^ " you could succeed in 
your object, you might indeed be in your element, 

I Fobmarj 6, 1776. 
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and in joy while the war continued, and you were 
carrying on great exploits (wherein, however, you might 
probably lose your limbs — I don't apeak of life, as I 
know you would look upon that as nothing) ; but 
when the peace comes, and you arc reduced to half-pay 
and a dreary, tiresome, inactive, country-quarters hfe, 
without an eye, or a leg, or an arm, with balls lodged 
perhaps iu your body — faugh ! away with your army ! 
you had better fight the windmills. But seriouBly, you 
would be ten tiines more miserable, poor Unele Toby t 
than you now are, seeing on your crutches your succes- ■ 
Bor at Berlin coming home to some situation of businesa 
in the state, with a rich wife and all the douc&irs a 
handsome young foreigu Minister may aspire to. 

" My dear Hugh, cure your chimerical brain ; there 
18 no mortal thinking of America here, except to pity 
those that are starving at Boston, and those that are 
going to starve. For those that are come home with 
wooden legs or a hole in their lungs, they are no more 
thought of than an old Chelsea pensioner is. They 
obtain a word at the levees, and a veiy, Teiy httle 
smart-money for their sores, and then their wounds are 
supposed to be healed, and they and their wives and 
children may shift as they may ; an instance of which I 
saw this veiy day. 

" I shall say no more on the subject. I find your 
father has wrote you a very serious letter upon it ; he 
is hurt with what he thinks fickleness of mind and 
restlessness of temper, and a perfect want of reason." 
And then, with a tender desire to mitigate the severity 
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of her husband's judgment, warring against her conscious- 
ness of its justice, she odds— "I sec it in a different light; 
but still as the highest absurdity." 

What followed might have been expected. Hugh 
submitted to his father, and turned upon his mother. 
Out of the texts she had taught him in his childhood, 
from scriptural stories and Watt's hymns, be brought 
a battery to bear on her worldly motives and selfish 
prudential considerations, to which attack she replied 
with perhaps a little momentary forgetfulness. " My 
dearest life — Don't think I blamed your idea. I am 
not so destitute of spirit as not to hare gloried in 
it; but I saw your ruin by it, and I was con- 
Founded and frightened. I confess I am no Roman 
matron ; and however indifferent you may be about 
your limbs, 1 am not so, and should grieve hugely over 
the loss of a leg or an arm. I see you are monstrous 
angry that I should suppose such a thing possible. I 
don't remember a word that was in my letter, but I 
tliink it was all within bounds. God forbid I should 
ever mince matters with you ; confidence and freedom 
are what I have always used with those nearest to my 
heart. You was angry when you wrote me, which I 
know by your calling me a Presbyterian, which is a very 
[illegible] word for you, though my own opinion is that 
it is, not essentially but rationally, the purest mode of 
Christian profession. But now I will write no more 
sentiments but facts. Your friend Lord Stormont haa 
taken to himself a wife of the house of Cathcart ; her 
age eighteen. She is improved in her person since you 
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saw her ; people say she will be verj- IiandgOQie when she 
comes back from Pane. She is accomplished ; that is 
to say, she sings well. I am disposed to tliiiik well of 
her ; and she sets out with an intention to be a good 
wife. I have no other intelligence to give you. Adien, 
my dearest Hugh. — Yours ever and ever." 

. ^NTicn Hugh had been persuaded to abandon his 
military Buhemes, it was admitted tiiat the chivalry of 
the idea, though of the De la Mancha Bchool, had not 
been unappreciated by those to whom it was known. 
The King had been struck with it, and from this time 
seemn to have been C8])eciaUy gracious in his inquiries 
for the young minister. 

A letter of Lady Elliot's, of the date of Februaiy 
1776, gives some curious particulars concerning the 
Ministry of the day :^" The King, always good and 
well-intentioned, must be much liarassed by the embar- 
rassed state of the public* and his own scn'ants. As far 
as I know, he is firm to his ser\'ant8 without favouritism. 
The Premier is a man of the best nature and humour I 
ever knew, and with superior talents as a speaker; I 
believe he is a well-intentioned, honest man, but he has 
no enlarged views either in men or things. He has been 
the dupe of little tricking jobbmg knaves, the foremost 
of which is the new baronet. Sir Grey Cooper . . . who 
has been playing to disimite Lord North and Lord Suf- 

' In u letter from Mr. Pitt ti Hiigh Elliot, dated Viunna, FebniMj 
1776, it is stated that Prince O«orgo of Hec^klenburg-Streliti, brother 
of Queen Chaclotte, told the -writer that, as Tar aa be could Judge (pro- 
bably from letters of the Queen's), the King had at this time searcelj 
• hope of (ucceediug in America. 
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folk ; but thanks to the good sense, fairaesn, and abilities 
of Mr, Eden, they are, in spite of aU schemes to defeat 
it, thoroughly united at present. That Lord Sandwich 
is omnipotent at the Admiralty, and Lord Barrington 
in the Army, is most true ; it ie no less true that few 
ministers except Lord North would subnut to tliia ; but, 
however, I fancy he either must, or quit the helm, as at 
least the Army department seems to be one a higher 
power will never relinquish.^ This, however, creates 
great embarrassment and confusion in business. . . . 

' A letter from Mr. Staoley, nho hod lately returned from Amerioi, 
where ho had heen serving on General Burgoyne'a staff, corroborates 
Lodj Elliot on this point Writing to Hngh from Knowsley, Janoary 
IS, 177S, he mjs : — " I shsll certuinly hare a troop hj the time I get 
btek to America. Our miitaal friend Lord Barrington hsa opposed me 
Tiolentlj ; he saja joung Stanhope, Ladj Harrington's eon, is an older 
comet hy a good deal ; bat the King told Lord George Germaino and 
Mr. Bnrgnjne, who both interested themaelves for me, that Stanhope 
had not been in America, and therefore I shonld have it." In the 
same letter oocms a poasage which, though not to the point, is enter- 
taining enough to justify its introduction here. " We acted the tn- 
gedy of Zara, two nights before I loft Boston, for the benefit of the 
widows and children. The prologue was spoken by Lord Rawdon, a 
very fine fellow and good soldier. I wish you knew him We took 
above £100 at the door. I hear a great many people blame tis for act- 
ing s>nd think we might hare found something better to do ; but 
General Howe follows the eiample of the King ot Prassia, who, when 
Prince Ferdinand wrote him a long letter mentioning all the difficulties 
and dis&oaaes of the army, sent back fliB following concise answer — 
' De la gaiety encore de 1& gaiety, et toujours de la gaiety I ' The female 
ports were filled bj yotmg ladies, though some of the Boston ladies were 
so prudiih as to say this was improper." A letter from Mr. Stanley, 
giving an acconut of the Battle of Bunker's Hill, will be found in the 
Appendix. 
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From the nature of the man who goveniB the fleet, and 
the sub-goTcmor of the army, all [business^] is carried on 
in the moat irregular, slovenly, if not mercenary manner, 
and their creatures employed, — iritnessGageandGreavea. 
Things are, however, becoming too serious for trifling, and 
they are now obliged to look for men of real abilities," 

In the same letter she deprecates Hugh's impatience 
of the society in which he lived abroad, and points out 
how little he had to regret in his remoral &om the temp- 
tations of an idle life in London. 

" I will say, that if fortune had placed you in a 
situation to exist among these bein^ of dissipation and 
extravagance, you would soon have lost the richer gifts 
with which she has endowed you. ... It is true 
there is now and then a genius and character amongst 
them that rises in spite of defects and all disadvantages 
of habit and education, such is Cliarles Fos, such is 
Ijord Lyttelton ; but what would they have been if they 
had applied their whole force to embellishing their great 
talents, and to fulfilling the noble duties of their birth I 
What are they now? mined profligate gamesters, and 
obliged to devote themselves to party for subsistence, 
disregarded and distrusted." 

Most of these letters, at the length of which " your 
father grumbles," contain passages of religious advice 
and reflections, and among them is a paper drann up by 
Lady Elhot for the use of her youngest daughter when 
preparing for eonfinnation, which shows a cultivated and 
liberal mind, as well as deep religious sentiment 
} Word illegible. 
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When Lady Elliot Traa writiDg to her son, as she 
constautlj did at this time, of the iiisuificiency of earthly 
pleasures, and of the transitory and fleeting natnre of all 
earthly things, she little knew that events in her own 
family were about forcibly to illustrate the truths she 
inculcated. 

In the spring of the year 1776 Alick had returned, 
somewhat unexpectedly, from India, witli the reputation 
of being the " first young man there for charaeter and 
abilities." At that time, or soon after, it became known 
to Sir Gilbert that Lord Suffolk proposed to recall Hugh 
from Munich in autumn, in order t)iat he might be seut 
to the far more important post of Berlin. Circumstances 
of various kinds prevented the family from making their 
annual visit to Minto at the close of tlie session, and 
summer found Lady Elliot preparing to take possession 
of a house at Twickenham, with the joyful hope in her 
heart of shortly seeing all her children re-assembled 
about her again in the scenes familiar to their childhood. 
They had parted years ago, in their promising youth ; 
they were about to be united, still young, with the pro- 
mise fulfilled ; each of the three elder sous had estab- 
lished for himself a reputation which betokened a dis- 
tinguished career. Gilbert bad just returned from 
Morpeth, and enteretl Parliament with every prospect of 
attaining a position tberc. Hugh and Alick were both, in 
spite of their youth, high in the confidence of the govern- 
ments they served. Eleanor's approaching marriage 
with Mr. Eden, " whose abilities," Sir Gilbert swd, 
" will cany him high," was a joyful event already loom- 



1778] REUNION OF THE FAMILY. 95 

ing at a very near distance.^ Isabella, tlie one whose 
future waa perhapa the least assured, was idoliBed at 
home and admired abroad, and entered into the succeBses 
of the others with the most eordial and unselfish 
affection ; and, strange to my, for that one siunmer 
Bob himself showed steadiness and an inclination to 
work. To complete the familj picture, we must not 
omit the parents, both of whom were scarcely past the 
prime of life ; Lady Elliot, being not much above forty, 
looked, as we arc told by her daughter, " ten years 
younger, and very handsome;" and both she and Sir 
Gilbert might with reason anticipate a long possession 
in the future of their prosperous lot, influential in poli- 
tics, popular in society, and happy at home. At this 
moment of their lives, at all events, they seem to have 
been conscious that " the lines were cast to them in 
pleasant places." 

The family correspondence proves this. " What joy," 
writes Lady Elliot, " to hare your father and all the six 
vith me agun ! . . . We shall revisit the old places. 
Your old school-room still exists," Alick writes : — " I 
have visited the mill, and the rivulet, and the Thames, 
the spots where wc first learned to lore each other, and 
now only you are wanting to make us perfectly liappy." 
And Hugh, writing of the anticipated meeting at Twick- 
enham, says : — " What family can be happier than oure 
is now, all meeting again happy and prosperous, and 
loving each other as well as of old ?" 

The meeting took place ui the month of September, 
' She wua married in S*pUmber 177fi. 
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and was followed by a few brief days of happmeas ; but 
even during these a speck was in the sky. Sir Gilbert 
had returned from hia son's election, and from a hasty 
visit to Minto, with a neglected cold and cough. Hectic 
symptoms rapidly appeared. Soon after the meeting of 
Parliament, he found himself unable to attend the 
House of Commons. A change of climate was ordered 
by the physicians ; and eariy in November he was on hiB 
way to Nice, with Lady Elliot and Isabella, and under 
the especial chaise of Hugh. 

A letter from Gilbert, dated Lincoln's Inn, 19th 
November 1776, well describes the sympathy which Sir 
Gilbert's illness had excited among his friends. 

" The warmth, and I really believe the sincerity, with 
which almost everybody I meet receives the account of 
your journey and its success, is affecting, particularly in 
the House of Commons, where he is truly missed by 
every man who has the least soul, and who knew the 
part he used to Sll there. 

" Perhaps hia absence, by withdrawing him from all 
those little competitions which warp vulgar, and I am 
afraid, even superior minds, may have made the nniversal 
concern for bis situation more sincere than was expected 
in that callous scene. But whatever the reason is, it is 
certainly so ; and to me is a subject of the most sen^ble 
and touching pleasure I now experience, and yet it makes 
me melancholy. To find nothing but an affectionate re- 
membranee of one who used to be so principal when pre- 
sent there, is a change that makes one feel, and makes one 
think a little of what all this is that we are busy about." 
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Hugh accompanied his family as &r as Avignon ; 
there he was relieyed in his melancholy duties by his 
brother Alick ; and, apparently on account of matters 
connected with his recent appointment to Berlin, he 
returned to England, after a parting so sad and painful, 
that Sir Gilbert is described as frequently recurring to it, 
saying, with a sigh, " Poor, poor Hugh I how unhappy 
he was to leave us." 

And far bitterer still that parting would have been, 
could a glance into the future have revealed to him that 
not only of his &ther, but of mother and brother^ he 
was taking a last &rewell ; and that when he should see 
his favourite sister again, his chosen and cheerful com- 
panion, there would be " upon her face the tint of grief, 
the settled shadow of an inward strife,'' and even he, 
her best and dearest, would have no power to bring 
relief to " that which preyed upon her mind, a spectre 
of the past I'' 

^ Alick did not return to England till after his brother's departure 
for Berlin in the spring of 1777, and early in the summer of the same 
year he went out to India, where he died in 1778. 
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CHAPTER THE THIRD. 



The muiitli ttf Jaimar^' 1777 was iimrkctl by two audi 
events as inakc epochs in the Iiiwtory of every family — 
the death uf the head of the family, and the marriage of 
him duatined to fill the vacant place ; by the one event 
tvo generations change places, by tlic other the Founda- 
tion of a new family is laid, which may or may not link 
the past to future hopes. 

Tlie nature of the change which had taken place is 
Hignificantly marked in this correspondence. Hitherto 
the brothers had written to each other on personal topics 
chiefly ; from the parents eanie more general informa- 
tion, and sometimes counsel, remonstrance, an<l reproof; 
henceforth Lady Elliot's letters will be but few, and 
those few will relate to matters of a purely domestic 
character, to her health, her sorrows, and her altered 
circumstances ; while the letters ofher eldest son become, 
and continue, the most valuable portion of the corre- 
spondence. 

The new Sir Gilbert was well fitted to take the chief 
place in the family. 
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TjesB ambitious iind Icsh laburiouH thau liin father, 
IcHK brilliant and enthusiEistic than hia mother, without 
ilia brother's handitonie person and lively inannera, his 
were the gifts wliich need only to be known to gain for 
their poaaeasor love ami honour, and " troops of friends." 
From his earliest years he seems to have inspired his 
family with the most entire reliance on his character and 
conduct, and also on his tenderness and indulgence to 
those less free than liimself from reproach. 

Wlien young lie accused himself of indolence, and in 
after years his wife took up the tale ; but whatever more 
he might have done, he did lire to fill high situations 
with honour, and to be distinguished among the hand of 
eminent men who during many years opposed at once 
the encroachments of the Crown at home, and the influx 
of Jacobinical principles from abroad. 

From his wife^ there are but few letters among my 
grandfather's correspondence, these, however, are easily 
and pleasantly written ; and we know that she was a 
woman of strong eharaeter and of warm heart, with looks 
and manners whicli betrayed her southern origin, an an- 
cestor of her father, 8ir George Amyand, having been a 
Hpguenot refugee." 

' Anns Haria Amyand, rlilcBt daughter of Sir G. Amyand. She 
and liDr sister Harriet had lieen brought up by Lady Northamplon, wife 
of thvir uncle Mr. Amyand. 

' The family of Amymid citior originally ^m thp south of France. 
Lady Elliot's oldest brother changed hts name to that of Comewall on 
hja mairiage with an heiraos. Hiss Velleis Cumpwall, of Moacras Court, 
Herefordshire. He vtia the father ot Lady Uerefurd, of Lady Duff 
Rordon, of Mrs, Fnintland Lewis, and of other children. 
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From various remarlcH in Ladj Elliot's letters while 
the wooing was in progress, it appears that the marrit^ 
was not desired by her, and possibly the young lady's 
want of personal beauty was no slight demerit in the 
eyes of one who had a lat^e share of the good gift her- 
self; in her earliest allusions to her son's attachment 
she talks of it as an " unnatural passion for an ugly 
woman;" but mobility of expression may do more to 
make a face attractive than regular beauty of features, 
when these " have been created without the preamble of 
' Let there be light,' " At all events, Sir Gilbert never 
grew tired of admiring his wife's dark eyes and lively 
looks. 

The marriage, which took place in fjoudon on the 
3d January 1/77, appears not to have been known at 
Marseilles before Sir Gilbert's death on the I Ith. That 
he had given a cordial assent is clear from some expres- 
sions of his quoted by Lady Elliot in her account of his 
last houre. " He said," she writes, " about five days 
before the last one, ' By Miss Amyand's letters she is a 
sensible good woman, and I believe will be a good wife 
and comfortable relation ;' and then he added with groat 
energy — ' Wiat a wise man Gilbert has been to leave 
the skirts of the tine people and associate with men of 
sense and character who have led him into a conduct of 
virtue and wisdom which I hope he is now established 
in following.' I told him that you sufferetl cruelly that 
your affairs bad not admitted of your attending him on 
this journey. He said, ' 1 know Gilbert feels much that 
his nature will not permit him to show.' " Of all 
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childreu Sir Gilbert eeems to have spoken teuderly aud 
frequently, while atiil cheered by the hope of again being 
restored to them aud to health ; but the sufFcrings 
caused by parosyams of coughing wliich followed on 
any agitation, led him gradually to avoid ull affecting 
and exciting topics ; — " If," writes Lady Elliot from 
Maneilles, " I ever gave him any strong expressions 
of affection, he said, 'Don 't^ — don't — the least thing 
would ' — aud then he stopped, fixing his eyes with 
pity and tenderness on me and on his daughter. As 
he lived so he died, a pattern of meekness, patience, 
and fortitude. " 

The return of Lady E^ot to England did not follow 
immediately on her husband's death; with a natural 
reluctance to leave the scenes where she had last beheld 
him, she lingered on in the south of France till the 
month of March ; arrangements were, however, imme- 
diately carried out for the interment of the body at 
Minto, where, nevertUclesa, it did not arrive till the 
following Ai^ust. 

In a letter written at this period to Hugh, his mother 
quotes some tines composed by her husband on his 
father's death, which, she says, are applicable to many of 
the circumBtanccs which accompanied hia own : — 

" Bftcreit lUiaH, 
Devotion pare, ivhose energy divine 
FjoJta with bumble hopu tlie lowly mind, 
Aud tmal anil fortitude bcatowrat, thou flll'dsl 
Uia )>ioua hrcuat, and rtaij^tion taught 
That hrst great Uhsou — best preparative 
For life and dtath— he learnt it and obey'd. 
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His miuJ n&ueil liuJ strcmg, no sense iuipiirM, 

Nor foeliiig of liumuiity, nor taste 

or social lifp, and e'en bis Utcat hour 

!n sweet domeatic clidcrfulnesa was past. 

Subliumly aJm Ub ripeu'd sjiirit flwl. 

His Dunily sunounding, and his fricnda. 

A wife and daughter closed his eyta, ou tbem 

Was tuTDAl his latest gaze, and o'er hta grave — 

Their father's graTB— his aons the green turf spread. 

Such be my fat«, indnlgtnt Frotidencc, 

When from the tumult of a aoisier sceno. 

The same still grave shall, near a fstber's side. 

Receive the ashes of a son he loved." 

" All is accomplished," wrote Lady Elliot ui fonti- 
nuation, " but tbe laat part, aud I hope that is not far 
distant. I have also a strong cordial in his having signi- 
fied to me that my presence with him was his comfort. 
I have a cordial, indeed, in my dear children's duty and 
aflectioQ, which nothing can surpass, and in their virtues 
and qualities ; I balance all these things, and I acknow- 
ledge the proridence of God ; yet nature will weep for 
what is past, and tremble for what may come," 

On tbc arrival of the sad news in England, steps 
were immediately taken to ensure the succession of 
Gilbert Elliot to the representation in Parliament of the 
county of Roxburgh, vacated by his father's death. The 
first letter, addressed by Gilbert to his brtither Hugh in 
the spring of 1777, is written from Minto to Hugh in 
London, and ia occupied with the details of his canvass 
in the coimty. After describing his prospects of support 
■^the friendship of the Duke of Buccieuch ; the almost 
paternal kindness of Hiigli Scott of Harden ; the strong 
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dispoBition of the county gentlemen in general in his 
favour — Sir Gilbert winds up thus : — " I cannot shut my 
letter without giving you all the comfort our miafortuneB 
leave ub, and that which I have found a very real and 
affecting one to myself— I mean the adoration with 
which my father is, by almost all ranks of men here, 
remembered." 

It appears from the letters relating to county politics 
at this time, that a political allianeo was in process of 
formation between the Dukes of Buccleuch and Rox- 
barghe, which, unless opposed with infinite spirit and 
union by the other gentlemen of the county, would, it 
was feared, place the representation of Roxburghshire 
entirely at the disposal of the two Dukes. On this 
occafiiun the Duke of Koxbui^he, at the instance of the 
Duke of Buccleuch, withdrew his brother, Lord R. Kerr, 
in favour of Sir Gilbert Elliot, though ]jord Robert's 
canvass had actually commenced. 

So great a sacrifice made by the Duke of Roxburghe 
aa an act of frieudship for the Duke of Buccleuch, who, 
besides being kindly dlsjHtsed to Sir Gilbert himself, 
was unwilling to thwart the wishes of the county gentle- 
men declared pretty unanimously in his favour, sufB- 
oieutly attested the intimate nature of the coimection 
between the two great peers; and it was generally 
believed that a private understanding subsisted between 
them to the effect that the withdrawal of Lord Robert 
un the present occasion would ensure for liim the 
Buccleuch interest at another election. Jealousy of this 
alliance l>etwecn the two Dukes laid the fomidations of 



104 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [1777 

a new party in the county, which, under the name of the 
independent interest, frequently and successfully con- 
tested in after years the representation of Roxbui^ghshire 
with the nominees of the Duke of Buccleuch. On this 
occasion Sir Gilbert was returned without a contest; 
and having preyiously resigned his seat for Morpeth, he 
returned to town at the end of February as M.P. for 
Roxburghshire. 

About the same time Hugh departed for his new 
post at Berlin, which he reached on the 1st of April. 

The Court to which my grandfather was now 
accredited was as unlike as possible that which he had 
just lefl^ In place of the gay and dissipated Munich, 
he found a capital of regular and handsome architecture 
indeed, but in " the streets of which reigned an air of 
dejection at noon-day, scarcely any passengers being 
seen except soldiers."^ The only court held there was 
that of the Queen, the neglected ynfe of Frederick the 
Great; to her all presentations were made, and her 
receptions, at rare and stated intervals, were the only 
royal entertainments at which Berliners were called upon 
to assist; but so parsimonious were the habits of the 
Court, that the occasional glimmer of an old lamp in the 
staircase of the palace was sufficient to make a passer- 
by exclaim — ** Her Majesty doubtless holds high festival 
to-day !" and so scanty w^ere the provisions at the royal 
table, that those who had the honour of partaking of 
them previously fortified themselves with a repast at 
home. Thi^bault tells us, that on one occasion a great 

1 WraxalVs Memoirs^ vol. i. 
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lady especially recoiumeaded by Her Majesty to the care 
of the assistants, received for her entire portion oue pre- 
served cherry ! 

The ifete-day of the Queen was the grand gala of the 
year, for then Frederick honoured her with his presence, 
and taking off his military boots for that day only, 
appeared fur the space of half-an-hour in silk stockinp, 
which, ungartered and ill-fitting, fell in folds aroiuid his 
legs. 

No less unlike to the apiciidours of Nymphenbnrg 
was the residence uf the Prussian King at Potsdam, 
" rather a military station than a city. Guards and 
hussars constituted half its inhabitants;" while the 
little palace of Sans Souci, a quarter of a mile off, 
consisted only of one range of apartments on the ground 
floor. " A sandy barren soil and groves of gloomy fir 
gave an air of melancholy to the Hiurounding scenery," 
says an English traveller whose words I have before 
quoted; and after expatiating on the evidence of 
military despotism apparent throughout the land, he 
adds — " The Prussian monarchy reminds me of a vast 
prison, in the centre of which appears the great keeper 
occupied in the care of his captives."^ 

As a parallel to the Englishman's opinion, we may 
place that of the Marquis Louis d'Yve, a friend of 
flugh Elliot's in Ratiwbon days, who, on hearing of his 
appointment to Berlin, wrote to him thus; — "Je ci-ois 
que le sc^jour de Berlin vous conviendra h de certains 
> Tlie new palitce of Sans Souci wns theo in prtXHss of bnilding. 
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^gards — on y traite les ministres k la V ^nitienne ; la 
cour et la ville ont peu de communication avec eux, les 
personnes auxquelles ils se lient, et les maisons qu'ils 
fr^uentent deviennent mSmes suspectes; ils yivent 
beaucoup entre eux, ou seals, selon leur g^nie; leurs 
soci^t^s sont des esp^ces de klops (clubs) anglais, ils 
n'ont pas besoin de briller par les ^uipages, et le seul 
train n^ssaire est d'etre en ^tat de bien donner h 
diner k leurs amis — YoUk bien des titres pour Berlin 
vis-iiryis de vous ! D'un autre cdt^, il y a beaucoup 
de princes qui ont chacun une mani^re de petite cour, 
il faut les voir et ceci est une gSne un peu multiplidc."^ 
The princes alluded to by the Marquis Louis d!Y\e 
were, besides the King and Queen, the prince^ and 
princess^ of Prussia — ^both of whom became subse- 
quently Mends and correspondents of my grandfather- 
Prince Henry, the King's brother, who lived chiefly at 
the castle of Rheinsberg, at about twelve miles from 
Berlin, and the princes of Brunswick, nephews of the 
Queen, — other princes and princesses there were who 
came and went, and some who lived constantly at 
Berlin, but in a degree of retirement which prevented 
them from being known to the foreigners who at this 
date visited Berlin. 

Mr. Elliot appears to have formed his earliest social 
relations in the country among the members of Prince 

1 Rati8lx)n(?, 27 7^" /76. 

' Afterwanls King Frederick William, nephew of Frederick the 
Great. 

' A princess of Hesse-Darmstadt. 
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Henry's court at Rheinsberg. Among these were his 
Mdes-de-cauip the two Counts Wrech, designated as le 
gros et le petit ; " le briliant KapheDgat," of whose 
" hot youth " Thi^bault tells wild stories : " lo beau 
Kniphauseu, beau comme TApoIIon de Belvcdtire," and 
afterwards too well known in my grandfather's story. 
Aiuung the ladies the most prominent were the 
Countess do Verelst, widow of a late Dutch niinister at 
Berlin, and her " fairest daughter" — -" sans contrcdit la 
plus belle persoune de ce pays." Madame de Verelst, 
" n^e Soi)hia von Platen" (Tlii^bault tells us she was a 
demoiselle de Bredow),^ had been one of the band of 
high-born and beautiful dames de cour of the Queen 
Sophia Dorothea — mother of Frctlerick the Great. 
From those days she ha^I kept up relations of amity 
and confidence with variuns membere of the royal 
family, especially with Prince Ilcniy, at whose castle of 
Rheinsberg she spent every summer. She had been 
married en premieres uoces to M. Von Krauth, a 
Prussian ofBcer, by whom she had one daughter, a 
beauty and a reputed heiress, whose charms, though 
she was barely sixteen, had endangered the peace of 
the last English cnvoy,*^ and were destined to have a 
more jwwerful influence over his successor. 

The general society of Berlin was composed of the 
native aristocracy, which, from want of means, contri- 
buted little to its brilliancy ; of foreign diplomatists ; of 
strangers ; and of men of letters — these last were chiefly 

' By Berlin etiquette all dtiniM rfc •■■lur were uiimnrriiKi, 
~ Mr. Harris, afterwHrds Sir James, and first Earl of Malmesbury, 
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Frenchmen who had been induced by Frederick to form 
an academy at Berlin. 

Mr. Harris had described them to his successor as 
^^ little above our village schoolmasters;" but my 
grandfather/ who had both literary and scientific 
tastes, seems to have frequented their society and to 
have liked it There are many letters from various 
academicians in this correspondence, but the men are 
best known from the amusing memoirs of Thi^bault, one 
of their number. 

To Mr. Harris my grandfather was indebted for a 
pithy description of the members of the diplomatic body, 
among whom he was now to take his place. 

I insert it here^ — it will be seen that the names are 
in the second column, the qualities of the proprietors in 
the first 



French Minister.— 
Optimus. 


Pons, Marquis de. 


Palatine Minister. — 
Good ; to be consulted about 
visits. 


Schlipp. 


Sardinian.— 
Ingenious ; odd ; suits me ; good 
for an Italian. 


Kosignan. 


Austrian.— 
Clever ; honest ; morgue. 


Swieten.a 



^ During his idlest days at Mimich he had corresponded with 
Mesmer on the subject of animal magnetism, and with Mr. Brydone on 
electricity and kindred topics. 

^ He was soon removed, and was succeeded by Count Cobentzel. 
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Sweden. — 
Enfant avec de la harbe. 





Dutch Minister. — 
Friend of Harris ; faults, but good. 


Heydon. 


Nihil. 


Pr. Doulgorouky. 
Sweterheim. 


Odd ; avoid familiarity. 


Michel. 



Avoid generally toutes les fcnimes. 



In addition to this sketch of diplomatic personages, 
there is a similar table describing the chief persons in 
society ; but as it can no longer contain any interest, I 
shall only transcribe one entiy. 



Prince Henry's Court. — 
Tracassiers, faux, iuipcrtinents. 



Barons Kniphausen, Kaphengst, 
Denon, Marechalc. Avoid all 
of the name of Wrerh. 



Madame Verelst — Good ; mention Harris's respect luid esteem as 
often as possible. 

I find no letters from Mr. Elliot describing his first 
impressions of Berlin ; but in the letters addressed to 
him there are passages which throw some light both on 
the reception he met with, and on his own views of the 
place and people. 

Thus Mr. Brydone, writing on the 2d May 1777, 
says, — "It gave me great pleasure to know you have 
met with so agreeable and so gracious a reception ; I 
was sure, indeed, this would be the case, as you are 
exactly the character the king likes." And Madame de 
Thun writes : — " J'ai ^t^ bien agr^ablement surprise de 
voir par votre lettre que mes alarmes sur les d^sagr^- 
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mens que je croyais que toub trouvericz daiiH la soci^td 
de Berliu eont inutilee, et que touh eten si content de 
votre s^jour ; I'^Ioge que vous en faites, quelque poin- 
peux qu"il soit, ue me tente cependaiit pas, et je vous 
avoue que je ne mc faia pas I'id^e d'tme 8oci4t4 sur 
laquelle la Hut)ordination B'l^tcnd, ni dea ^i^rnens d'une 
inlle qui doit eon existence au fer et au feu, encore moins 
d'uno capitale qui cat nn camp; oh on ue peut faire 
campagne gaiement. 

" Vraiment si je ne savaia pas combien on est 
charmij dc piUfser son terapa avec vous, je croirais quil 
doit y avoir Ji Berlin d'autres agn^menH, moins ht^riss^a 
de baionnettcB, dc tambours, et de manoeuvres, puisque 
Harvey,^ que je nc crois pas niilitaire ausei passionnd 
que vous, y rcstc si longtcnipa." 

My grandfather's military tastes had led him to form 
an enthusiastic admiration for the great aoldier of hia 
age, and no doubt the military nianoMivres wliicli formed 
the atai)le amusement of Bcrliners were peculiarly inter- 
esting to him. but as Madame do Thun shrewdly sur- 
mised, Berlin had other attractions too. 

Of these, however, he did not think it necessary to 
write home, and they find no place in a gay letter to his 
sister Eleanor, written in the smnmer of 1 777, in which 
he deacribcB his life at Berlui : — 

" I very often place myself at your looking-glass 
window at Greenwich, and hear you call me mad with 
the greatest pleasure, while Eden's never-resting fingers 
write notes and politics with that wonderful punctuality 
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which none of your iiulolent brothers ever could attaiu. 
I suppose myself, then, asking for a sandwich, ilevouring 
Ticonderago, and Philadelphia, while you arc making 
conquests for Lady Anna Maria,^ and Lady Priscilla,'' 
passing in review the good kind of men, and good kind 
of estates, upon wltom your friends might rationally 
bestow their sentiments and persona in exchange for 
dirty acres and irresistible gold. You are in your scarlet 
riding-dress, just dismounted from Poet, and I am 
hagged with sitting up last night and winning twelve 
hundred from as needy a younger brother as myself! 

" What shall we talk about ? 

" Madavi begins. Well, Hugh, how do you like 
Berlin? 

" Hugh. Monstrously ; the tallest grenadiers you 
ever saw, the most melodious dmms, the sweetest 
trumpets, the most delicious artillery, and the loveliest 



" Madam. Are your women handsome ? 

" Hugh. Prodigious ! Six feet high, sis feet round, 
as brawny as your chairman : then they eat, and, bless 
the pretty creatures, they drink a little too — a set of jolly 
Ao^, I assure you. 

" Madam. How do yon pass your time ? 

" Hugh. Harvey and I seldom meet till twelve, 
when we go to a lecture on Natural Philosophy : at 
one we mount ; Brilliant and the brown horse gallop as 
bard as they can lay legs to groiuid till two, in a beauti- 
ful park ; at two, dine, drink one bottle Bui^ndy, 



' Lady Anna Mnrii SUnhoiw. 



' Ladv PrisfilU Bertie. 
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success to old England^ play at cribbage till four ; at 
four, go to a lecture on Chemistry ; at five, mount the 
nags again, or, if there should be a yiolent supper in 
town, dress, arrive there at seven ; from seven to nine, 
play at shilling whist ; at nine, sit down to supper with 
forty people, faire I'agr^ble with amiable neighbour ; 
to bed at one, and rise next morning with a comfortable 
headache, and melancholy reflections upon high living 
and poverty," but of Madame Verelst's " fairest daughter," 
not one word 1 1 

And now, what was thought of Hugh at Berlin ? 

Thi^bault tells us that at this time arrived ^^M. 
Elliot, homme d'esprit et d6\i6; de plus, assez bel 
homme, trfes-vif, ct tr^s-aimable, original sans doute ; 
on n'est point anglais sans ccla ; " and then, to prove the 
originality of the Minister's opinions, he goes on to 
tell us, that one day giving a dinner to some academi- 
cians, " il nous soutint" that Shakspeare was sublime, 
and much more so than Comeille, while Racine was 
never sublime at all. To these assertions such a flood 
of eloquence was replied that the host appears to have 
closed the discussion by the assurance that he had 
much admiration for Racine, who was one of his 
favourite authors. 

On another occasion, says the same writer, he under- 
took to prove to us that the French language, which he 
spoke perfectly, was, when compared with any other 
modem language, and more especially the English 
language, an essentially poor one. 

There was certainly some originality in propounding 
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these TiewB to a dinner party composed of French 
academicians. 

I find among Mr. Elliot's papers a draft of a letter 
written to a foreign friend at tliis time,^ on literaiy 
topics, in which the following passage occurs : — " On ne 
connait pas assez nos bons (Scrivaina dans ce pays cL Je 
ne cache pas ma jalousie en voyant chez lo Prince Henri, 
Voltaire, Maupcrtuis et paa un aeul Anglais. Je viens 
de finir la lecture d'un livre oil mes pauvres compatriotea 
ont ^t^ impitoyablement toI^b, lliistoire politique et phi- 
losopbique des dtablissements par I'Abb^ Raynal. I 
must write in English, because I am angry, and I know 
one dare not be angry at Berlin with the favourite 
French literary puppets. A few plodding, bob-wig'd, 
sensible English traders have enriched their country 
with some of the leading facts and leading principles of 
commerce, navigation, and colonies, truth their object, 
experience their guide, and plain unaffected language 
their medium for conveying to their countrymen a know- 
ledge of the subject they treat of; they neglected all 
those impertinent pretensions which are meant to catch 
admiration for the author at the expense of the judg- 
ment of the reader. Not one exclamation to ' Hommes 
de la terre !' ' Peupica ^contez ma vois, c'est I'human- 
it^ qui parlel' They contrived to say in a few words 
what Monsieur l'Abb(S has dressed in all the luxuriance 
of French superfluities. In the same sentence you have 
Bpices, the philosophy of Confucius, the threadbare sub- 
ject of Monkish Christianity, the natural history of the 
' Berlin, June 1777. 
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globe, and les agr6meus du sexo enchaateiir; and tliin 
strange lottery of wtiich ideas should come uppermost — 
B compound worthy of some hysterical voman with a 
bad digestion, passes in Europe for a profound and 
original work ! " 

The first occasion^ on which my grandfather came 
very prominently before the notice of the Berlin public 
was one not calculated to improve his position there. 
1 allude to the seizure of the pa))en! of two American 
agents who had lately arrived in Berlin, with the purpose, 
as it was supposed, of carrying on secret negotiations with 
the Court, promising fiiture commercial advantages in 
return for present assistance of officers and money. 

The very first official despatch,^ addressed by Lord 
Suffolk to Mr. Elliot at Berlin desires him to watch the 
conduct of these " rebel agents," Messrs Lee and Sayre; 
and the second despatch describes Mr. Sayre as a man 
of desperate fortune. Mr. Lee was said to possess 
higher abilities, and to be most in the confidence of 
Messrs. Silas Deane and Franklin. 

Tlie presence of these persons at Berlin was an- 
nounced by the Prussian minister to the English repre- 
sentative, he being at the same time infomicd that the 
King of Prussia had too high a sense of the regal dig- 
nity to give his sanction to the rebellious colonies by 
receiving their emissaries, who were therefore obliged to 
maintain a strict incognito. 

Mr. Elliot, however, saw some reason to doubt the 
friendly assurances of the Prussian ministers ; and the 

' Jimst 1777. ' St James's, 8tli M»j 1777. Cj-pher. 
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rest of the story, written at length by himself to the 
Prince of Pnisaia, and to his own government, may be 
shortly told as follows : — Certain persons were desired 
by Mr. Elliot to watch the proceedings of two Boi-disant 
Americana lately arrived at Beriin, known to he agents 
of the rebel CongreBs, Offers were made to Mr. Elliot 
to procure him secretly the papers of the strangers, and 
to replace them without risk of discovery ; which offers 
were accepted by Mr. Elliot, and promises of reward 
were given to those who made them. Nevertheless, 
notliing came of these proposals, the risk attendii^ on 
their execution being found too great. A German ser- 
vant, however, in Mr. Elliot's establishment, having been 
made aware of his ma-ster's anxiety to procure evidence 
of the secret objects which the Americans had in view at 
Berlin, by overhearing him say at his dinner-table that he 
would gladly give a sum of money to any one who should 
bring him their papers, waited for no further authorisa- 
tion, but in the most imprudent attd reckless manner 
broke into the apartments occupied by the Americans in 
a certain botcl ; entering the room by the window, he 
forced open the bureau, and carried off, "k toutes 
jambes," the papers it contained. 

The master of the house instantly accused Mr. Elliot's 
servant of the theft, stating that he had been offered a 
thousand pounds only a few days before to become an 
accomplice to it ; several persons belonging to the hotel 
were arrested ; and the police were pursuing active 
inquiries into the circumstances of the affair, when Mr. 
Elliot came forward and declared that he considered 
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himself to be Bolely responsible for wlmt liad occiirred. 
One of hia Hcrrants, ho said, was undoubtedly tlic culprit, 
and had been led to commit the act b; Mr. Elliot's own 
imprudence, he having in the servant's presence expres- 
sed himself in the indiscreet manner before mentioned. 
No time had been lost in restoring the papers to their 
rightful owners, and Mr. Elliot submitted himself entirely 
to the judgment of the King of Prussia, acquitting his 
court of any share in so unjustifiable a transat^^tion.'^ 

The king gave to this candid avowal a gnieious 
answer, to the effect that he should wish the subject 
dropped ; but Mr. Elliot thought it hia duty to advise 
his own government to recall him from a post where the 
credit of his court might possibly be impaired by the 
conduct of its representative on this occasion. 

Mr. Liaton was sent home at once with letters 
explanatory of the circumstances, and on the Ist of 
August Lord Suffolk wrote to Mr. Elliot as follows :— 
*' It gives me real concern when I find it my duty to 
convey any intimation of His Majestv'B dissatisfactioa 
■with the conduct of a minister whose zeal in the public 
service is as little doubted as bis ability ; and who, by 



' My attention having been called to the discrepancy between the 
account given in the text of this tnmaactioD and thiit to be fonnd in the 
eth vol. of Mr. Carlyle's Huitonj of Frtderick Iht Great, 1 have only to 
Bay, that I have tranalated all bat verbatim Mr. EUiot'a letter on tie 
subject to the Prince of Pnisaia, and Lava accuratriy cojiiod the moat 
important pusanges relating to it from liord Bullblk'a deapatchea and 
Mr. Eden'a lrtt*ra ; and that no papera, piiblic or private, confining 
any different Tendon IVom that given in the tcit, have been preserved 
in the MSS. of my grandfather, 
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aa excess of tbe former quality, lias been iuduced to 
swerve from that discreet regard to his owu situation 
and the digiiiSed prineiples of hie court, which ought 
on every moment and on every occasion to regulate both 
luB actions and bis language." 

Lord Suffolk goes on to comment on the expresaiona 
which, by Mr. Elliot's confession, ho had hazarded at his 
table — " expressions which, however they might arise in 
the warmth of conversation without any serious meaning 
being intended, were highly improper to be used by the 
representative of a court which disdained, and will ever 
disdain, to trust the crooked paths of duplicity and 
treacherj," 

After stating that the generous behaviour of the 
King of Prussia on this occasion to Mr. Elliot prevented 
the necessity of adopting Mr. Elliot's suggestion that he 
should be recalled, the despatch ends by recommending 
him for the future to " abstain from vivacities of language, 
and to control and discourage so criminal an activity on 
the part of his dependants." A little later another 
despatch informs Mr. Elliot that the King of England 
had entirely overlooked the exceptional circumstances ui 
the business, in consideration of the loyal zeal which occa- 
sioned them ; and the despatch closes by the announce- 
ment that the expenses incurred by Mr. Elliot would be 
indemnified by the crowu. 

Mr. Eden, writing confidentially to his brother-in- 
law — October 1777 — tells him that the King of Pnissia'a 
feelings on the subject were not quite such as he bad 
been led to imagme : — 
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" We had the best reason to know that they were by 
no means quieted to the degree you supposed ; when you 
were told that the outr^e was foi^Ten, we bad absolute 
proof that you were only told so, and that it was likely 
to be seriously resented. .... The information 
itaelf ve had already obtaiued through another 
ehanneL . . . You have now only to appear, 
and to be rery discreet in your attention, and in all 
other respects to pursue the eng^ug conduct that your 
own nature would dictate." 

This letter, most alTectionate and friendly throughout, 
dwells much on the almost parental feeluig of Lord 
Suffolk for Hugh Elliot, on the kindly disposition of 
the " closet" towards the young minister, and ends thus : 
" Let me, however, give you one official caution — 
recollect always that your letters are for tlie Royal eye, 
which is so constructed us to be shock 'd at any coarse 
expression. You lately said ' that a certain prince 
would do anything to 'get a shilling.' I altered the 
three last words to 'gain an advantage for his people.'" 

It has been necessary to tell this stoiy at some 
length, because the subsequent relations of Mr. Elliot 
with the court of Berlin were affected by it in no shght 
degree. 

From that period he never recovered the ground 
which he seems originally to have occupied in the king's 
good graces, nor does he appear to have adopted Mr. 
Eden's eonciliatory advice, nor to have sought to regain 
the Royal favour by attentions and deference. 

The ting condescended to " bovder" the young 
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envoy — the latter affected to disregard the king — the 
king, growing gradually more and more hostile to Eng- 
land, amused himself by twitting her representative with 
the failures of her policy, and the unsuccessfiilness of 
her arms; and the minister retaliated by replies, of 
which the sarcasm was equally delicate and sharp. 
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CHAPTER THE FOURTH. 

1777 to 1778. 

TBB FAMILY. 

While Mr. EIKot had been employed, as we have seen, 
at Berlin, Ha family had not neglected to keep him in- 
formed of ivhat was passing in London. Early in March 
the Dowager Lady Elliot and Isahella had returned to 
England, Sir Gilbert and his wife hariug gone to Paris 
to meet them. 

A curious succession of accidents caused the rarioua 
niemhers of the fiuiiUy to miaa each other, though actu- 
ally crossing the channel or approacliiiig its shores on 
the same day; thus Hugh had sailed from Gravesend 
(for Cuxhaven) a few hours before Sir Gilbert and Lady 
Elliot arrived there, and they, during a passage of four 
hours to Calais, crossed Ahck on his way to England, 
while the Dowager Lady Elliot and Isabella, who were 
trayelling leisurely from Paris, were passed on the road 
hy Sir Gilbert and his wife hurrying to join them in the 
French capital ! 

The delay of a day in Paris gave the EUiots an 
opportunity of seeing sometliuig of the town — of dtmng 
with Lord Stormont and his young wife, and with her 
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nster, the " charming Mrs. Graham,"^ and also of renew- 
ii^ acquaintance with Madame Du Deffand. " I saw 
her, and was charmed and warmed towards her by the 
siiiccrity of her concern in me and mine, and all of us." 

Hurrying away from Paris, they retraced their steps 
again to Calais, and there rejoined tlieir mother and sister. 
"■What that meeting was, you may imagine I" writes 
one of the party. 

Returning to England together, they were met at 
Canterbury by Mr. Eden and Eleanor, and all proceeded 
to London, dreading, as others have dreaded, the first 
sight of familiar objects associated with bygone days. 
In deference to the feeling which made Lady Elliot 
ehriiik from returning to the " dark house," the " long 
unlovely street," the 

" Doora, where her huait woo nsod W bent 
So quiclily, waiting for a hand, 
A haud tliut can lie clasped no more," 

her children had arranged that she should not revisit 
her old home, but should be conducted at once to a 
small cheerful house in Claires Street, which they had 
tahen pmns to prepare for her arrival. There, accord- 
ingly, she was soon instaUed, with some of her children 
about her, and pictures of the absent ones hanging on 
the walls; and there she and Isabella remained till 
summer sent them to look for " charming air, and gar- 
dens and green ficlda — in Knightabridge." 

But before that time arrived, their spirits were fiirther 

1 Wliose husband hccnTnc Loni I.jiipdrich,— a jiortrnif of her by 
Gainsborough vma one of the gcvaa of the Manchester Kxhibition. 
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tried by anotber painful parting, Alick's leave having 
terminated, he returned early in May to India, and hia 
departure produced a sad letter from his mother to 
Hugh. " That your fate and Alick'a," she wrote, " not- 
vithstanding all your advantages, require perpetual 
absence, ia a heavy sorrow. May I not aay with the 
Duchess of York in Richard — 

" ' But death has suBtcli'd luy husband from my arms. 
And plackt two crutches from m j feeble hands, 
Clarence and Edward. what canau havu I,' eta. ate. 

You both live, thanks to heaven I but you are both lost 
to me ; you, perhaps, I may still embrace, though per- 
haps not, but Alick, I daresay, I have parted with for 
eTer, his picture is now before me in my snuff-box, and 
that is all I have of him who lightened my burdens with 
unwearied duty. May heaven bless and preserve him, 
but he is gone to a climate wliich will, I am sure, destroy 
him." 

Alick himself returned to his distant post full of 
energy and spirit, and with what appeared to be a well- 
grounded hope that lie might live to achieve a brilliant 
and useful career; but the event proved ere long that 
his mother's forebotUngs were more tnithfiil than his own 
uiticipations. He went to India by the overland route, 
and from Constantinople he wrote to Hugh that the 
various wonderful exploits perfoniied by the latter during 
the war on the Danube, were stUl the theme of conver- 
sation in the society there. 

During the spring, Isabella and Eleanor both wrote 
frequently to Hugh, and in their letters we get glimpses 
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of man; old frientla, besides more distinct views of the 
members of the family group. 

Both the sisters agree that " Maria is most loveable 
and charming, with every good and agreeable quality," 
worthy even of " my brother." " They are indeed a very 
pleasant couple," writes the mother. 

The letters of the Edeua are sunshine itself. " The 
world atill wags on as it did when you was with us," 
writes Eleanor ; " some are happy, some are nubappy, 
but of the former none are a quarter so happy as votre 
petite scBur." And her husband tells her brother that 
" Eleanor is the delightfulest creature in the world — 
defies and dcs^pises politics — and makes preparations of 
pap !" And then, with the couleur de rose of home 
reflected on the Foreign Office, he declares " the political 
horizon of Europe" to be " clearing up, the American 
broil waxing fainter, and at all events England more 
resolute and more cheerful than ever." 

" Bob," we hear, " cuts his hair k I'abb^, which is 
the first step in the church," aud Isabella gradually 
returns into a little quiet society, is touched by the 
kindness of her reception on her tirst appearance at 
court, and meets here aud there with old " ftauies" and 
friends of Hugh's, of whom she makes mention to him : — 
" Mr. Pitt was very agreeable at the opera last night 
Miss North, merry as ever, bids me tell you she is very 
much iu love with one person, and going to many 
another; and her brotlier is at Oxford, ready to hang 
himself because Miss Egerton has rcfiosed him"^" which 
I believe ho ia very glad of," adds Isabella. " Lord 
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Lindsay, outrageous as ever, was so smitteo with the 
sight of Lady Bairyiiiore, jiiat returned from Paris, that 
he wanted to cany her home iiiatend of the chairman 
from hia mother's party ; but Mr. Fawkeiier, who was to 
have been his partner, being afraid of the fatigue, he 
had to give it up ; he goea to America, and the poor 
duchess cries night and day about it." 

Lord Suffolk, Hugh's kind and constant friend, 
married Lady Charlotte Finch in the course of the 
summer, and this event gave rise to many remarks from 
both sisters on the charms and merits of the bride — 
" She is really a very good kind of girl," writes Mrs. 
Eden, " but no doubt you will infer she is not handsome, 
as that would have come Brst, and I will not attempt to 
describe her, as ali the answer I should receive from you 
in return would be, All the better for her soul — which is 
all I ever get from you or Mr. Eden if I do not begin by 
Baying, ' She is very pretty, or rather handsome,' when you 
will listen to other qualifications with tolerable patience. 

" However, though I cannot say this of Lady Suffolk, 
she has qualities which will make his life happy and 
comfortable, ao much so that most of his friends have 
thought his marriage a subject on which he might with 
great propriety be congratulated ! Upon my word, Hugh, 
you are the greatest gig in the world, I daresay you 
will say that we all know no one can rejoice in his hap- 
piness more sincerely than you do, but if you will not 
even be at the trouble of writing him a letter to tell him 
so, you must own he is not obliged to find it out." 

A description of Mr. Harris making an imposing 
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figure at Ranelagh — " muking love in a box, and eating 
breatl and butter in the regular way" — prepares ua for 
another marriage ; and before the summer was over the 
" dangling diplomate" had become one of the family by 
marrying Harriet Aniyand, youngest sister of Lady 
Elliot. The wedding is so grapliieally described by Mr. 
LJston, who assisted at it during liit^ visit to London on 
business connected with the affairs of the rebel agents, 
that I cannot do better than to insert it here. 

" Yesterday (29th July) was a very busy day 
with your friends here — a marriage and a ebristening 
within a few hours of each other; your niece was 
baptized by the name of Eleanor Agnes, your mother 
and sister standing godmothers;^ and after dinner, 
during which many jokes were cut at Harris, the 
company adjourned to Lincoln's Inn Fields, where they 
found the bride, her two brothers, Lady Comewall, 
your brother Bob, Miss Harris, and Lord Northington. 
Here a most tiding scene ensued. Six o'clock was the 
hour named for the ceremony. Tlie priest was ready in 
his pontificals. Tlie young lady sitting anxious, arrayed 
in vii^n white. Tiic bridegroom standing upon the 
tiptoe of expectation, a frock extremely galant, colour 
of Boupirs ^touffi^s,^ lining and waisteoat bleu do ciel, a 
very handsome embroidery, beautiful brandehourgs. 

' Eleanor Agneo, uldest (iuiighter of Mr, antl Mrs. Eden, mnrripd in 
1799 the Burl of BackingbBiQahin;. &ht was my godmother, and one 
of my Earlivst oud b«st loved Mrnds. 

* Soapir ^tuaHiL_a pain tiiae^waa tlie fastiionable colour of 1778. 

In MaiUme D'ArWny'i Diary, vol, i., p. 87, it is thus mcnUoBBd ; — 
" Wc liaJ been talking of coloora, and of the fanUatic nnmei given to 
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These were looked at and admired bj eveiybodj. 
Why don't we proceed ? said some one. The license ia 
not come. Good God ! what shall we do ? Wlien it 
came to be inquired iuto, it van found that thej had 
not had an adequate idea of the possible delays of the 
law, and had not applied time enough to give allowance 
for accidents. But the proctor, who ought to have under- 
stood that matter, had faithfidiy promised to be there at 
six o'clock. After waiting an hour in a very awkward 
situation, Sir Gilbert went to the proctor's house to 
inquire for Mm. He had set out in the morning to 
wait on the Archbishop, whose intervention was neces- 
saiy in the case, and who happcnal to be fourteen miles 
out of town. He was not returned. When this 
answer was brought a dozen of siippoKJtions were 
formed, one more comfortless than the ()thcr. The 
man was robbed. He was killed by a fall Irom bis 
horse. He had not found the Archbishop at home- 
As they had not employed the Archbishop's own proctor, 
it was to be feared he had found means to raise some 
difficulti(» that might have induced the Archbishop to 
refuse giving hie consent. This uncertainty, than which 
it ia not easy to conceive anything more completely 
disagreeable, la'rted till near ten o'clock at night, when 
the license arrived and they were at last married. I 
must do Mr. Harris and bis young wife the justice to 

them, and ""hy the palntt HIsc should hr colled a soupir (touffi, and 
when Dr. Johnson rjiuip in she (Mrs. Thrale) applied to him. 

"" Why, Madam,' aud he, with n-onderful readiness, "it is called 
a stifled sigh, because it ia checkeil in Ita progreas, and only half a 
colour.'" 
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say, they bore it in a way tliat did them great honour. 
They both have a degree of patience, or a command of 
face, much beyond what I can boast of." 

Mrs. Harris, who was only sixteen, writing herself 
to Hugh, saja, " Never was so nieny a wedding as mine ! 
We waited four hours for the license ! your humble 
servant beba\iDg like an angel, or rather like patience 
on a monument smiling at the ' Bear teas'd by Beea ' on 
the chimney-piece, the only tolerable sign of grief in 
the party." 

To this letter Mr. Harris appended some lover-like 
remarks on the lady's bcanty, as she appeared on that 
eventful day, which, however, are not corroborated by 
other correspondents of my grandfather, who, whenever 
they allude to her looks, invariably confine their appro- 
bation to her " very fine hair." Her letters are ex- 
tremely lively, and in allusion to the vicinity of the 
rooms which she and Hugh Elliot had at one time 
occupied under Sir Gilbert's roof, she usually addreaacs 
him as " Pyramus, " signing herself " Thisbe." On their 
way to St. Petersburg, the Harrises spent a couple of 
days at Berlin, which they seem to have found very 
pleasant ones, and soon after their arrival at their post, 
Mrs. Harris reports to Hugh the number of inquiries 
she receives concerning him from his old military friends, 
Marshal Romanzow among them. " He presented me 
to his mother, a fine old lady of past eighty, who has 
seen Louis XIV., Queen Anne, the Electress Sophia, 
Peter the Great, and the present King of Prussia's 
grandfather, and talks of them all as we should of 
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King Georgo and Queen Charlotte. She was in Berlin 
just after the liattle of Pultawa, — she is Dame du 
Portrait to the Einpress, and sits up every niorning till 
two or three o'clock." 

Mr. Harris was supposed not to dislike display, and 
one of my grandfather's correspondents writes at this 
time : — " He is likely to figure still more magnificently 
at Petersbui^ than he did at Berlin ; the lady's taste 
for ^cl&t being at least equal to his. He has bespoke a 
sumptuous service of silver plate. He proposed to omit 
the covers to the dishes as not being absolutely necessary, 
and as making the difference of £1000, ' I'shaw 1 ' said la 
petite ambassadrice, ' what signiHes a thousand pounds ! 
have the covers : ' the covers were accordingly ordered." 

Shortly after the marriage, the Dowager Lady Elliot 
went to a house in Knightsbridge, "quiet as Teviotside ;" 
and Sir Gilbert and Lady Elliot proceeded to Scotland, 
whence all accounts agree in describing her unbounded 
popularity, and her thorough enjoyment of Minto. 
From Mr. Liston we hear of her gaily dancing with 
the colliers at Lochgelly ; her impressions of Roxbuigh- 
shire let her tell for hcreelf : — 

Minto, Sept, 13. — After a few remarks on her sister's 
late marriage she goes on :—" I don't, however, believe 
she is half as much delighted with papa'^ and mammas, 
and uncles and aunts, as I am with the bums, the glens, 
the rocks, and the Nutbank. I am even partial to 
Ruberslaw and the Dunion, charmed with Mount Tcviot 
and the Yielding (Eildon) Hills, overcome with the 
beauties of the smooth, green Minto Hill, and in ccstaHtcs 
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with Denholm Dene. But all these delights have been 
interrupted by Kelso races, which kept us all last week 
from home. The meeting was called thin ; excellent sport, 
and good balls, where I flatter myself with having made 
new conquests in an uncommon way, some by talking, 
some by laughing, some by dancing, and some by strong 
beer ; how shocked will you be at this last, it is not at 
all sublime or delicate, but purely rustic and natural. I 
had the pleasure of knowing the whole time that I was 
the object of staring and observation, and the dread of 
a drunken husband every evening; somehow or other, 
however, he escaped all inconvenient jollity, though 
many of the geniuses sat up all the three nights, dancing 
on tables and climbing up the walls. I can't say how 
glad I was when it was all over. We spent a day with 
Lady Diana Scott ; their place is quite delightful, the 
prettiest I have seen except our own, but I like my own 
the best. 

" We have a ball at Jedburgh in view, so no prospect 
of tranquillity as yet. ... I declare, when I look 
back to the last twelve months, it is so full of circum- 
stances, and those of the most material ones in our lives, 
that it is quite a dream — that is, like one ; God forbid 
it should be really so, that would be a bad joke. You 
will have the Harrises soon at Berlin ; I must in that 
respect envy you and them." A few allusions to Bob 
wearying over his studies, and to Alick broiling under a 
tropical sun ; to Eleanor's anxieties about her baby, and 
to Lady Elliot's melancholy state of feeling, occupy the 
remainder of the letter, which terminates thus : — " And 

K 
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when I look round I find no one without distresses but 
myself." Had they been written at the time, she might 
have quoted the words of Longfellow — 

" And only the sorrow of others 
Throws its shadow over me.** 

The chief event of the autumn^ in the estimation of 
the family, was the first public appearance of Sir Gilbert 
Elliot in the House of Commons, of which Isabella thus 
writes (Nov. 28) : — ^You will, I am sure, rejoice to hear 
that my brother has made his first appearance in the 
House of Commons, with very great approbation. He 
seconded the address, and though he was vastly terrified 
when he went down to the House — poor soul ! he was 
as cold as ice — notwithstanding so great a disadvantage 
everybody joined in giving him the highest degree of 
praise, and there was the greatest disposition possible 
in the House in his &vour." 

On the 16th of December Sir Gilbert wrote to his 
brother a description of the scene which ensued in the 
House on the receipt of the disastrous intelligence of 
General Burgoyne's surrender. " The House of Com- 
mons sat the very day on which the news from Canada 
was received. It was a singular moment. Lord George 
Germaine very shortly, but in a manly way enough, told 
the story to the House ; Opposition bc^an, by the most 
extravagant expressions of deep sorrow, from which 
there was a pretty sudden transition to violent rage, 
mixed here and there with a spice of triumph ; and the 
patriotic grief which opened the debate had soon de- 
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generated, aa all other topics and feelings generally do 
in the House, into invectiTes against ministers, threaten- 
ingB of impeachments, and motions for immediate in- 
quiries into their conduct. The Houae, although deeply 
aflbcted by the loss of our army, and by the share of 
dishonour which must for a time fall on our arms, were 
perfectly steady, and betrayed no marks of weakness. 
They refrained from coming to any resolution whatever 
that day, both for want of oTidence, and becanee we 
were not quite coo] enough for deliberation. In general, 
howeter, although all acknowledged the event as a 
heavy calamity, yet the idea of considering the fate of the 
nation as depending on it, or that Great Britain should 
stand or fall by the success or failure of a single expe- 
dition, was rejected with proper spirit. Preparations are 
carrying on with more vigour than before. Both fleet 
and army arc to be augmented, and, I believe, the plan 
of the war changed. It is said the commanders too. 
The country has not altered its tone. Manchester, 
immediately on the receipt of the ba<l news, ofFereil to 
gorermnent to raise and equip a thousand men. I 
believe some declaration will, at the same time, be made 
of our claims on America, that the ultimate question 
we are fighting for may be somewhat more definit*, and 
the Americana may not have their uncertainty on this 
head to plead in wd of their cause. For my own private 
part, I could have wished that this declaration, if it is 
to be made, had come at any other time. Lord North 
has, however, pretty much committed himself on this 
point in the House." Mr. Kden, writing from Downing 
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on the same daj, bj the same mafly sajs, ** The 
stofj'* (of BnigoTiie's disaster) ^ is mortifring and embar- 
laasing enough ; bat the nation is steadj, the parliament 
temperate^ the administration firm. We have fuU con- 
fiction^ indeed, that the Ameikans are no cowards, bat 
that is no reason with as against fighting them, and 
all the world, if necessarr, in a jast and honoarable 



caase." 



Sach were the Tiews of politicians. Mrs. Eden 
probably described with tolerable accaracj the general 
impression prodaced on the more friToloas part of Lon- 
don society by the eril tidii^ from the colonies. " News 
is arrired from America," she wrote, " which Govern- 
ment people say is nothing, and the Opposition say is 
verv bad." 

Similar difierences of opinion have been seen in oar 
time between ins and ouiSy and go far to justify sensible 
women in "defying and despising politics*' — betaking 
themselves to preparations of pap ! 

The letters which were written to Hugh by his 
fiGunily daring the winter of 1777 and 177B> confess a 
melancholy fact, which might have been surmised from 
the rarity of his mother s letters among his correspond- 
ence of the preceding summer — ^namely, the existence of 
a partial estrangement between herself and her favourite 
MHL ilisunderstandings appear to have existed on both 
aides, and to have dated from the time of Hugh's last 
letam to his fathei's roof — ^that time of re-union so joy- 
iidly anticipated, so sad in the reality, so painful in the 

iqpection. 
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If the renewal of personal intercourse had not tended 
to strengthen the sympathies of mother and son, subse- 
quent neglects of punctuality in correspondence, which 
led to suspicions of reserve and of diminished confidence, 
had served to increase these mutual discontents, till at 
last Sir Gilbert openly alluded to them, and in his usual 
tender manner assured his brother that on the side of 
the family there was no diminution of the warm affec- 
tion all had ever borne to Hugh. 

He writes — " My idea is that you, in the course of 
last summer, conceived that your &mily and friends 
here had in some respects n^lected you, and had per- 
haps permitted your absence to cool their affection and 
love for you ; and that you have farther conceived that 
some circumstances in your public conduct may have 
deprived you of a share of your favour with those in 
Government, with whom you are more particularly con- 
nected. You see I state a subject which, between any 
other two men might seem a delicate one, quite plainly. 
The tsict is, that no subject between us can be delicate, 
because you know my heart and its sincerity as well as 
I do myself, or as if it were in your own breast. I have 
mentioned this apprehension of mine merely to assure 
you that if you have in fact, as I suppose, admitted such 
fears, you may and must immediately dismiss them. 
With respect to myself, eternal absence, and even eternal 
silence on both our parts, would make no difference in 
the truth and warmth of my admiration and affection 
for a character which I know thoroughly. I can make 
the same assurances for every one with whom blood or 
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friendship has connected you ; with respect to the other 
part of the apprehension which I haTe imputed to you, 
I have made it my business to inquire, and can assure 
you with truth that your conduct has giyen entire satis- 
&ction, and has not only been approved but applauded. 
Before I quit this subject, let me ask you if there is not 
an awkwardness between my mother and you — you 
know the powers of her imagination; trifles light as 
idr, etc." 

" Alas ! how light a cause may move 

Dissensions between hearts that love. 
Hearts that the world in vain had tried. 

And sorrow bat more closely tied ; 
That stood the storm when waves were rough, 

Yet in a sunny hour fell off, 
Like ships that have gone down at sea 

When heaven was all tranquillity ! 
A something^ light as air — a look, 

A word unkind, or wrongly taken ; 
Oh, love that tempests never shook, 

A breath, a touch like this hath shaken." 

Sir Gilbert's appeal could not fail to meet an imme- 
diate response from so warm a heart as his brother s, 
and accordingly Hugh must, on receiving it, have written 
to his mother in a strain which produced from her the 
following reply : — " My dearest and well-beloved son — 
Your letter has touched me with the most lively emo- 
tions of joy, tenderness, and affection. These proofe of 
affection from a beloved child are the rewards of 
parents for all they have suffered on their account" 

The mists which had hung between them were 
dispersed, and during the short remainder of her life 
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they never formed agaiii, — and it would have been 
needless to refer to what was ao transient m dura- 
tion, except to explain certain allusions in the cor- 
rcspondcnue. 

There is gontething ead and striking in the change 
of relations which had produced this passing niisuuder- 
standing between a parent and child so full of reciprocal 
affection ; — a few short years ago, and Hugh was to her 
" her dearest joy," her " best comforter," her " darling 
child," who took away with him the brightest light of 
home ; the years went on, the boy became a man, 
" with whom," she writes, " it would be but a parent's 
foolish dotage to interfere, for manhood ia the best 
judge of its own conduct and afikirs, and expostulations 
make unpleasant society." 

AbBence, in giving to each independent interests 
and pursuits, had worked its usual effect ; for as my 
grandfather himself wrote to one of his foreign cor- 
respondents^ about this time: — " Le genre huniEun est 
une si maudite race que sans I'babitude de se voir, on 
perd I'habitude de se chdrir, et I'intimit^i la plus parfaite 
passe h la politcsse, aux phrases, et aux compliments ; 
de 1& il n'y a qu'un pas fi I'oubb." The remark is 
intended only to apply to ordinary friendships — often 
no more than habits of personal intercourse accidentally 
formed and carelessly broken ; but in a modified 
degree it holds true in the case of even the earliest and 
tenderest affections when no care is taken to counteract 
the baneful influence of time and separatioD. The 
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adage, *^ Let well alone/* is no safe guide in matters of 
this nature, — ^let them alone, and they soon become 
anything but tvelL There are perhaps no more painftd 
surprises in life than those which attend the reunion 
of long-parted friends, whose affections have rested on 
what once was, but is not, and who find out too late, 
that to suit each other always, they should have grown 
with each other's growth, nor should have allowed the 
influences which moulded the one to leave the other 
unchanged. 

To grapple with adverse circumstance was not one 
of my grandfather's characteristics ; but, if his mother 
knew better than her son how to hold love fast, perhaps 
it was harder to her to let go unrepiningly the feelings 
she had no power to retain. The parent's destiny 
seemed too hard for her ; not to be loved less, but to 
see others loved more; to resign such sympathies and 
confidences as belong to similar ages, and tastes, and 
pursuits ; and to rest satisfied with the conviction that 
in his sadder hours he would surely return to seek that 
comfort in her love which belongs to him " whom his 
mother comfortetL" 

From the time of her husband's death. Lady EUiot's 
health, which had never been strong, showed symptonds 
of rapid deterioration ; perfectly conscious herself that 
such was the case, her letters about this time bear 
evidence of a disposition to put her house in order 
before setting forth on the journey whence there is no 
return. Her counsels to her son read like farewells. 
Her remarks on the prospects of her other children 
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are in the tone of one whose own fiitnre is not of this 
world. 

Writing to Hugh^ in January 1778^ of the aetnal 
situation, and the probable future of her children, she 
thus expresses herself concerning her eldest son Gilbert : 
— " Nothing can exceed the excellence of his heart and 
head; all he wants isafiirther stimulus to exertion. . . . 
EQs appearance in Parliament has raised him high in 
opinion, or rather in expectation, for it must be followed 
by subsequent ones, which I hope it will this session. 
. . . He is in a degree independent, and I am sure 
very much unconnected, except with the King and Lord 
Suffolk. At the same time I hope that politics — ^that 
waning iqconstant planet — will never be his principal 
object, haying a so much greater, and as I think, nobler 
and more independent one, in the certainty of law, if 
once he take root in that great field. I suppose you 
would differ from me in this opinion, and would prefer 
the other line ; but I speak and know frx)m experience 
the difference there is to a man of spirit between what 
depends on his own actual strength, and on the fluctu- 
ating conditions of faction, intrigue, or favour. . . • 
Therefore, I most devoutly wish the bar to be my son's 
ultimate object. His domestic happiness in his wife is 
as great as it is possible to desire. She is indeed a 
charming creature, and is to me the greatest possible 
comfort Her love for her husband will make her con- 
form to every circumstance that is for his interest and 
honour. It is impossible for two people to suit more 
entirely." 
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Isabella's situation, which at her mother's death 
would become one of painful loneliness, or of dependence 
on others, weighed heayily on her mother's mind ; and 
though Sir Gilbert and his wife uiged her in the most 
tender terms to entrust them with the charge of their 
sister, Lady EUiot strongly felt, that ^^ to fix the point 
of their living together would be unwise, in spite of the 
reciprocal affection subsisting between the parties; for 
manners, tastes, and tempers, must all correspond to 
make living together agreeable ; and should it be once 
determined on, and then given up, a quarrel is supposed 
to be the cause, which is an injury to the peace of both. 
Therefore, I think, a certain time should be specified, 
and it may be prolonged at pleasure." 

Lady Elliot's uneasiness on this score was subse- 
quently removed by a kind offer, on the part of the 
Queen, to provide for Miss Elliot, by attaching her, 
when the occasion should arise, to the household one 
day to be formed for the Princess of Wales. 

Long, however, before it became needful to take any 
steps for the arrangement of such a household, poor 
Isabella Elliot had been laid in her grave ; but the com- 
fort which her mother found in the belief that an inde- 
pendent and agreeable position was secured to her 
fiivourite child, served to remove her chief cause of 
distress from the last moments of her life. 

Public affairs never lost their interest for Ladv 
Elliot ; though she wrote, " I can give you little intelli- 
gence about them. 

" A French war is much believed ; I sec no end of 
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that but one, the loss of credit, and consequent con- 
fusion. ... It is curious to see a thoughtless 
pampered people beginning to wake from their fallacious 
dream of security, which they believed scarcely Heaven 
itself could overthrow.^ The first result is the spirited 
raising of regiments for the service. I do not believe, 
if the storm comes, the Premier will face it Lord 
Chatham is thought the most likely, but that can only 
come from a hard necessity" — (Jan. 28.) 

On the 2d February Lady Elliot wrote again, under 
the impression that a union had been cfiected between 
Lord North and Lord Chatham, that the latter '^ had 
offered his services at this crisis and had been accepted. 
His expression, I hear, to the king was, that he ^ would 
go to the other side of the Atlantic for His Majesty's 
service.*^ I do not pretend to judge," she proceeds, 
'* but it seems to me that Lord Chatham has made a 
false step in this affair, and from impatience for power 
and office has ruined himself with his friends by coming 
among his enemies, unsupported but by one man in the 
cabinet, and if his policy is unsuccessful he will be the 
sacrifice at last'' 

Rumours of Lord Chatham's recall to office were rife 

' Mr. Liston had been struck the year before by " the sang froid 
with which people talk of entering on a war with the whole House of 
Bourbon." 

' Compare with this speech, attributed to Lord Chatham by some of 
Lady Elliot's courtly friends, that which Walpole, with probably just 
as little truth, puts into his mouth a few months later. "The king 
made new overtures to Lord Chatham. He said he would not meddle 
with the dirty people of the Court. If the king liked dirty company 
he might keep it." — Walpole' 8 last Journals, vol. ii. p. 244. 
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through London in the first weeks of 1778 ; the gloomy 
aspect of public afiairs had given rise to a general desire 
that he should resume the reins of power ; and when it 
became known that an attempt at negotiation with 
Lord Chatham on the part of the Rockingham party 
had faUed, owing to the antagonism of their views on 
American policy, which made a common action impos- 
sible, the world immediately decided that Lord Chatham 
was preparing to support Government against those who 
were for giving way to the Americans.^ 

Gossiping stories were also afloat concerning an 
alliance between Lord Bute and Lord Chatham, which 
had no better foundation than an interchange of com- 
plimentaiy messages between the two veteran statesmen. 
To these reports Lady Elliot could hardly lend an ear, 
remembering "the perpetual endeavours that were 
exerted to preserve his ^ union with the king in the end 
of last reign and the beginning of this, and the jealousy 
and coldness this produced from our first connections." 

The policy of Lord North's ministry had been so 
uniformly unsuccessful from the time of their advent to 
power, that the most sanguine of their supporters 
began to feel dislieartened. Uncomfortable misgivings 
clouded the cheerful confidence of Mr. Eden : — " The 
short and plain truth,** said he, writing from Downing 
Street, January 9, " is, that the poor old island is in a 
devilish crisis, and the embarrassments in which she is 

1 Vol. iv. of Chuiham Corresjxmd^ncc, Letter from Lord Rocking- 
ham, Lord Mahon's Hist, of Eng. vol. vi. p. *212. 
^ Lord Chatham's. 
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involved become every hour more nunierouB and more 
complicated ; nevertheless, there is a zeal, loyalty, 
composure, and finnncss in the general class of the 
people that exceeils anything ever known in history. 
Our naval force, too, is immense, and our money 
rosourees by no means deficient. We want soldiers^ 
and what is equally material, we want generals. It has 
80 happened, whether by necessity or misconduct I 
know not, that the navy has for the whole summer been 
sacrificed to the army, and the army has as yet done 
nothing towards the main buBiness. Burgoyne's cata- 
strophe we criticise, of course, because we arc disap- 
pointed. I fear, however, there is too much cause for 
criticism; and it is not the least part of my censure, 
now the mischief is done, that he indirectly throws the 
blame on his orders, which orders were settled person- 
ally with him, and in part actually dictatet.1 by him ; 
those orders, too, at the same time that they t«ll him to 
mate the junction his main object, left him a discretion 
according to cireumstances ; and if they had not, I 
understand it must have been implieil in every military 
construction of orders to be executed at that distanee. 
Besides, he capitulated in the act of retreating, after 
saying that his orders left him no power to retreat. 

" Whether the exjiedition was ill conceived, op ill 
executed, or not, the event is very unfortunate to this 
country, and baa given a considerable degree of firmness 
and consistency to the rebellion, Wc have, however, 
no alternative, we must go on ; the rebels, in their 
present disposition, would not return even to a sub- 
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mission of the slightest kind. France and Spain pretty 
openly encourage them. Prussia does the same secretly. 
The measures which such conduct induces keep us every 
moment on the edge of war, but we are stout." 

On the 10th February Sir Gilbert wrote—" Of the 
public I hare little to say ; the prospect of recovering 
America by war is certainly at an end. The people are, 
I doubt, pretty unanimous ; the country would defend 
itself ahnost without troops, and they have large and 
well-disciplined armies to oppose to ours. All that can 
be said in our present situation is, that if new exertions 
have but a chance of recovering any part of our authority 
in America, and of redeeming the honour of our country, 
it is our duty to make them." 

A subsequent letter by the same writer gives a 
sketch of the conciliatory measures proposed by Lord 
North, the debates on which are fully given in Walpole's 
Last Jou/mah ; and early in March it was known that 
Lord Carlisle, Mr. Eden, and Mr. Jackson, were to be 
the commissioners appointed under one of the new acts 
to treat with the Americans for peace. 

On the 13th of March M. de Noailles delivered to 
Lord Weymouth a declaration from the King of France, 
acquainting his Britannic Majesty of the conclusion of a 
treaty of commerce and amity with the independent 
states of America. On the 31st Sir Gilbert wrote to his 
brother — "We consider war as certain, and it is not 
easy to one unacquainted with the etiquette of public 
transactions to know why the declaration of war is 
delayed. France and England are making the first 
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hostile salute, which fencera du before an assault, who 
present their foils, take measure, stamp with their feet 
and take off their hats to each other and to all the spec- 
tators. They have sent ns messages, to which we have 
given angry answers. Botii our ambassadors are at 
home ; we have detained each other's siiips, and are 
making mutual preparations for war. The militia is 
called out, and there is a spirit among the gentlemen to 
take part in it. I mthcr think we wish for an invasion. 
The militia is only between 25,000 and 30,000 men." 

Throughout the island went the call to anna. The 
Buke of Buccleuch offered to raise 2000 men in the 
south of Scotland for the defence of Scotland; " 1000 
were accepted, others are preparing to do the same ; and 
the king will he able to withdraw the regular troops 
from the north, and we undertake to take care of our- 
selves. This is so much at my own door, and I so 
entirely love and approve the motive of the plan, which 
is purely public spirit, that I shall have a hard battle 
with myself if I resist it. As to me, the state of the 
question is this, it would at once knock up my law."^ 

" The bustle is beyond all description," wrote Isa- 
bella (17th March). " Every creature, from high to 
low, is fiiU of nothing but the war, aud the thought of 
beating the French is very popular and pleasant to the 
people in general, who hate them heartily ; but I cannot 
help feeling the horrors of bloodshed which now only an 
arm of the sea parts from us. The House of Commons 
will Bit this, and almost every night this week, till three 

' Sir Gilbert to Hiigli. 
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or four in the morning. It was reported to-day that the 
war would be declared at Charing Cross to-morrow ; but 
this is certainly not so. London appears fuller than any 
town I ever saw, and the buzz in the streets, and the 
£Etces of the people, are beyond description. The whole 
world are in red coats ; most of the militia look veiy 
^ bowrgeoiSy but are fond of showing themselves off in 
Fop's AUey." 

A month later (April 20th) Isabella described 
London as empty, '^ and many people not intending to 
return through summer, aa the militia wei^ to be en- 
camped in various places. Lady Derby, Lady Cran- 
boume, and many other ladies, intended to follow the 
camp, but this the king has absolutely forbade, as it 
would have been such a scene of amusement ; so their 
camp equipages, uniforms, etc., are of no use. There is 
no chit-chat at present; people are very sober and 
settled, except what is called the fine set, who are too 
much above humanity to interrupt their pleasures for 
any earthly or heavenly reason, and they make the con- 
versation of the rest of the world, which is not worth 
repeating by letter," Isabella is, as usual, the chief 
chronicler of the gossip of the town — Mrs. Eden occa- 
sionally assisting with a droll account of somebody's 
love affairs, prosperous or otherwise ; but ever persistent 
in her contempt for politics. " I hear," she wrote, " you 
are in doleful spirits about the nation — so is everybody. 
We shall be ruined and undone ; but, as it cannot be 
helped, I shall not make myself unhappy about it — 
though I sincerely wish the war were over, that so many 
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people might not be killed, and that mj dear sweet 
liusbaud might not have so miich bnsiDega, as it niakea 
him very thin." 

In Isabella's letters of last year (1777) we read that 
Lord Lindsaj was on the point of setting out for America. 
Early in the present year (1778) she mentions him as 
returned from the seat of war on leave of absence, during 
winter, " wild and agreeable, and handsome as ever ; 
decidedly improved, but making the rhino fly in a sad 
way." He returned to America in April, with Colonel 
Stewart, Lord Bute's Kon, married to " the fortune," 
Miss Bertie, only a few days before his departure. Other 
newly-married couples were under the same sad necessity 
of an immediate parting. The Duke of Hamilton hud 
undertaken to raise a regiment, and was to go to America 
as captain in it, " which perhaps will be more to your 
taste than his. He is going to be married to Miss Bun 
rell, who is a pretty little girl, very shy, and quite un- 
known to most of the world, as she is very young, and 
the fine ladies are all a little displeased ; but le coup eat 
porti, he is to go six weeks after his marriage " — a step 
which Mrs. Eden remarks on as " mosf wonderful." ^ 
Another marriage on the tapis occupied some space 

' Hiss BiuTcU WM a dnugliter of Peter Burrell, Es<|., calltil Lucky 
BwmU. Her taster murried Lord Piprcy, her hrother Lady Priaoilla 
Bertie, dauglitcrof theDuke of Aocoeter, vlio, at her luiabaad'a request, 
dwnged her name Srom PnscilU to Elizalieth. Ladf Priseilln, at her 
brother's dtath, inherited great part of the AnCBSttr propi-rtj', ami tho 
liererlitory olEc:e of High Slpward. " I wish," Haid Mr. Eden on th«t 
oci^arion, " that Lack; Biurelt conuaanded the Channel fleet in the 
plare of Sir C. Hardy/' 
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in the letters of botli BiBtere — one jirojected between 
Lord Shclburae and Hugh's former Inve Mia« Moles- 
worth ; " he 18 at least eight-anJ-forty ; she not above 
twentj, handHonic and rich." Buttheeequel of theatorj 
<:ontained the remarkable feature in it, and it is thus 
related by Isabella : — " Your ilirine Miss Molesworth has 
Burpriacd the world by breaking off frtmi Ijord Shelbume. 
She dined at his house, and sat at the head of the table, 
and was seen to ery all dinner-time. Her aunt, when 
she came home, asked her what was the matter. She 
made no answer, but ran uji stairs to her own room, and 
sent Lady Lucan a letter to tell her she found she had 
an antipathy to Lord Shelbume, and bc^ed she would 
break off the detested match ; which was accordingly 
done, by showing his Lordship the letter. He was 
angry, as you mil believe, to lose £40,001) and so pretty 
a wife, but put a good face upon it, anil said it was 
proper the ladies should settle those matters. So tho 
coast is clear again for your Excellency." 

The appointment of Mr. Eden as one of the com- 
missioners to America, and the preparations for hia 
departure, and for that of liis wife, are the chief subject 
of the letters written in Aprih "Eleanor, poor soull" 
had been bemoaning her hard lot, " in having to mt 
patiently all the winter listening to the fiddles;" but 
tho condition of her health seems never to have Mcurred 
to her as a reason for not accompanying her husband on 
a long sea voyage in time of war. She writes herself — 
" As to my staying beliiud him, it was an idea that could 
never liavc entered my head for a moment, and I flatter 
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myself was never an inatant in his. Had he proposed 
such a thing ever bo gently I could never have forgiven 
him ; and it is my pride, comfort, and Iroaat, that he 
would have found it as hard a matter to leave me behind, 
as I should have found it an impossible one to let him 
go without me. An to any dangers or hardships I may 
meet with whilst with him, I tliink I shall have but little 
fear ; few accidents can happen to one which will not be 
common to both ; and whilst that is the case I am con- 
tent. So good bye, and Ood bless you, dearest and 
most beloved Hugh." 

But another parting was inevitable— that with her 
baby ; and it was with a sharp heart-twinge that Mrs. 
Eden confided it to the care of her mother and sister. 
The Edens set out early in ApriL 

" Eden concealed from us the day they were to go, 
and she did not even know it herself. She was playing 
with her little girl on Monday morning, when Mr. Eden 
desired her to come down to take leave of Lady Suffolk. 
She went out and the chaise was waiting in Bridge 
Street : when she saw it she guessed how it was, and 
fell a-ciying, but got in, and was drove off. It was a 
great shock, but on the whole the best way. I brought 
home the little girl, and she amuses my beloved mother 
and me with her little pretty innocent looks." ^ 

Isabella tells Hugh that it was thought very ridicu- 
lous of Mr. Storer to join the party, "merely out of 
affection for Lord Carlisle, and crowding the ship sadly." 
And before they left St. Helen's, " Storer and Eleanor 

' [sabplla to nig^h, April. 
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had a quarrel. He has carried a pianoforte with him 
to charm the Americaus, and found out that Eleanor's 
cabin would be the beat place for it ; but as she js not 
fond of music, she begged to be excnsed ; and thej were 
both very warm upon it, bo Governor Johnston begged 
they would take thepmno and leave thc/orte."^ 

These sniall difficulties at starting must soon have 
given way, for Mr. Eden, writing off St. Helen's, April 
IB, says^" The Captain^ has exerted himself in contri- 
vances for oiir comfort. Eleanor has a regular dressing- 
room and toilet. Wc have sailed ten miles in a delightful 
morning, through a fleet consisting of 33 ships of the line, 
completely ready for sea, exercising guns, etc., the groap 
much improved by frigates and Indiamen." 

On the eve of his departure from England, Mr. 
Eden wrote to his brother-in-law Hugh a long and kind 
letter, from which the following passage is an extract : 
— " And now allow me the liberty of a sort of death-bed 
to give you a little advice. You have the afTectiouate 
friendship of our Princii)al, and the favourable opinion 
of his Principal ; but they have each a notion that you 
have a predominancy of the Hotspur vivacity in your 

' Lord Carlisle ia described }iy Walpnii' as a young man of fashion 
ftud plcofiure. Mr. Storer waa a weU-lmown maaaroni, nnd an agree- 
able man. 

Oovemor Johnaton had replaced Jackiim, who hod been originalty 
appointed to the commigaion. Sir G. Elliot tayt of Jacluon, that "hia 
universal and detailed knowledge waa never of uae to him, and left hia 
opinions oa undecided and more oonfused than those of the matt 
ignorant." 

• Captain John Elliot, son of the Lord Juatice'Clerk, and brother 
of the lata Sir Gilbert. 



1778] END OF THE SEASON. 149 

character. This would do well in many stations, but in 
yours it gives alarm. Be of good heart, and take heed, 
my dear Hugh, and you cannot fail of acting an eminent, 
honourable, and important part on the great stage of 
the world." 

The summer of 1778 found the Edens sailing on the 
high seas ; the Dowager Lady Elliot nursing her failing 
health in strict retirement, cheered by the society of her 
children and grandchild ; Sir Gilbert preparing to put 
aside his wig, and to stick a cockade in his hat ; Isabella 
living " with a few friends," of whom she says — " The 
Duchess of Ancaster, Lady Grimston, Lady Priscilla, 
and Mrs. Lockhart make the chief part. Lady Priscilla 
sang last night like an angel ; and Lady Stormont like 
a human being I" and the rest of the world allait tou- 
jours son train. " Lord North and Lord G. Germayne 
have a great deal of abuse to bear this session." '^ There 
are more bankruptcies in the fine set than ever ; execu- 
tions in private houses, and maccaronis flying abroad." 



150 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [1777-8 



CHAPTER THE FIFTH. 

1777 to 1778. 
BERLIN. 

It is probable that the senfie of a change in his relations 
with his family was one of the causes for the deep 
depression which hung over my grandfather's spirit 
during the winter of 77 and 78 ; but the sole cause it 
was not, for money difficulties constantly harassed him, 
and were all the more sensibly felt as his attachment 
for the fair Mademoiselle de Krauth took a deeper and 
more serious character. Writing to Mr. Pitt/ who 
had lately visited Berlin on a tour to the northern 
Courts, he says — " I believe you doubt of the reality 
of my reasons of uneasiness, and attribute to nerves 
and temper a state of mind occasioned by anxiety and 
distress respecting objects over which I have no com- 
mand, and that ought not to affect me more than the 
rest of mankind. Whatever be the cause, I know the 
effect, and rather than submit to it would burst this 
embryo of existence, and, in the words of the poet, 
spring to light, or sink to darkness, as I think either 
better than the long tedious glimmering of the feeble 

* November 1777. 
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lamp of life, which throws such false shades over every 
image within the verge of huiiuui eomprehenBion, But 
I acknowledge Hauilet'H dread of tlie dreaiii that may 
follow ; and althuiigli liix feet underground niay bo an 
asyluni for all the passions, inquietudes, misfortunes, 
and pain which have seized ujmu the surface, yet what 
other base, cursed fiends may await us iu that fathom- 
less abyss, to which the grave is the only entrance, who 
has ever emerged to tell ? My coward soul recoils at 
the brink, uor dares to plunge. Do not think 1 am 
aeriously weighing to be or iiot to be. You kuow a 
sufficient reason why I can never determine for the latter ; 
but if that reason did not exist, I verily believe I should 
let go my hold, and drop without further struggle to 
that common centre which attracts all our species. I 
began tliis letter with an intent to make excuses fur the 
continual gauutlot your spirits, gaiety, and gallantly run 
through my battalion of spleen, disappoinhuent, and 
satire. I believe, however, they are too tough to have 
been sensible of the efforts of my feeble and dispirited 
garrison." 

Such was the raobility of my grandfather's tempera- 
ment, that barely a mouth before he wrote this gloomy 
letter he had described himself to some of his cor- 
respondents as thoroughly enjoying an agreeable and 
brilliant position ; and to Mr. Brydone he had written 
that of all places he had ever sceu he liked lierlin 
best — " a great victorious monarch with a numerous 
anny I I would not change for Etna with all its 
eruptions. " 
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Rapid Tariations of mood have been ever accepted as 
a lover's normal state, but, in the present instance, they 
may, perhaps, be no less naturally accounted for by the 
disordered condition of Mr. Elliot's health, which about 
this period began to show symptoms of long-standing 
and serious derangement 

The year 1778 was spent by him entirely at Berlin ; 
and, to judge from the letters he wrote and received, its 
course was one of checkered light and shade. 

He continued at times to exult over the agrSmens 
of his life ; at others, to lament the manifold expenses 
into which these led him. We find him at one moment 
writing admirable philosophy to' his friends on the 
employment of time, and the adoption of the highest 
motives for action ; and at another, laying himself open 
to their retorts by his own inconsistencies and wayward- 
ness. Heaven is just — ^it gives to some the power of 
reasoning, and to others that of acting conformably to 
reason. My grandfather, at this period of his life, shone 
pre-eminently in the former class. 

The spring found him attending on the death-bed 
of his old friend, Lord Marischal, as he was commonly 
called. This remarkable man, who to the end of his 
days retained the titular dignity to which, as head of 
his family, he had an hereditary right, was the eldest 
son of Lord Keith, hereditaiy Earl Marischal of Scot- 
land. Bom in 1685, he lived to within seven years of a 
century ; having in his youth sen ed under Marlborough, 
he died in the reign of George the Third. A devoted 
adherent of the Stuarts, he left his native land on the 
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1 of Geor^ the Firet ; passed with some other 
Jacobite officers into the service of Spain ; and only left 
those more genial skies to settle at Berlin, when his 
younger brother, Marshal Keith/ entered the service of 
Frederick the Great. From that time he was fre- 
quently employed by the King of Prussia on miHsions of 
importance, but finally retilmed to spend his last years 
in his adopted countiy, where be Uved and died in a 
cottage built for him by Frederick the Great, close to 
the palace of Sans SoucL Gay, courteous, and agree- 
able, as well as worthy of all respect for more essential 
gift«, Lord Mariechal appears to have been generally 
loved and lamented. The king, with whose philo- 
sophical taiitcs he had much symputhy, lived with 
him on terms of the must familiar inthnacy ; and the 
general estimation in wliich Lord Marischal was held 
is thus described by my grandfather in a letter to his 
brother : — 

" Experience gained in the school of adversity, great 
lienetmtion, ijuund judgment, retentive mcmury, made 
him equally instructive and entertaining. He will long 
he cited in this country as a model of wisdom, bene- 
volence, and virtue. I sincerely loved and honoured him, 
I have just learnt that an accident destroyed lately a 
considerable part of his correspondence, which would have 
thrown great light upon the principal characters of those 
tiiu'ss, when, to use his own espressiou, ' we were fighting 
for a king and not For an empire.'"^ 

A few days before lu» death. Lord Marischal sum- 
> Mu-shal Keith waa kiUcd in 17fiS. ' Hu^-h Elliot to Sii GilbrrU 
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nioncd my gmndfather tu his bedside. " You may, 
perhaps," he Hoid, " have suiiic eoinmisaion to give me 
for Lord Cliathain.^ I ahaU see him iu a day or two !" 
While in attendance on his dying friend IVIr. Elliot 
wrote the following note, probably (for it has no address) 
to Mr. Hervey : — 

" Weditesday, May. — Lord Marischal's existence is 
astonishiiig ; were it not for a feverish pulse and a 
labouring respiration, his body would be, in all respects, 
a corpse. There is only enough life left in his animal 
frame to allow him at intervals the faculty of showing 
that the mental powers have Burvived the corporeal 
When he musters up strength to express a few words, 
he discovers more clearness of judgment and memory 
than I thought it possible nature would permit so 
exhausted a frame to possess. If it were worth while 
to fonn any wish eonceniing so indifferent a circumstance 
aa the manner in which one would cliuse to take leave 
of a scene that flies from us, ' Que je meurs corome cc 
juste,' would be mine. A& you ai-e not fond of contem- 
plating death, I do not adviisc you to come here ; as I, 
on the contrary, wish to have as nmch intercourse as 
possible with a gentleman, who will one <Iay force 
himself on my acquaintauce, I shall rcmiiin here to 
contemplate him in his most engaging form ; it will 
make me less loth to obey his summons when called 
upon. Adieu. Spring has spread its fairest tint on 
the beauties of Potsdam; Lord Marischal alone ex- 
cepted, all nature revives." 

' He hail diud n fortuiglit hcimv. 
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The [KtHitioii of England at this time was one which 
uuuld uot fail to give uncatiuiet»a to all lovers of their 
country. At open war with her colonics, on the verge 
of war with France, without such commanders for her 
deet and amiiea as could alone make her military 
operations effective, and distracted in her couiiBels by 
interminable struggles for power between hatf-a-dozen 
political leaders, her history during the first twenty 
years of the reign of George the Third is one little 
calculated to thrill the reader's breast with patriotic 
pride. 

Hugh EUiot, young, spirited, and full of military 
ardour, had many a □loi'tificatiou to devour in silence, 
while acting as England's representative at a court of 
whose sentiments he thus writes to Lord Suffolk : — ^ 

" As to this Court, it is composed of individuals 
thoroughly ill inclined to Great Britain; but too sensible 
uf their own situation nut to know that the day is 2>erhaps 
not far distant when the existence of their power may 
d^>end ui>on its assistance. It is much to be regretted 
that there are no means of curbing the licentiousness 
of our public prints — I believe I should say of our 
public speakers. The Duke of Riclmiond's speeches, 
translated into every foreign gazette, are fatal to nego- 
tiation. I beg your lordship's excuBe for mentioning a 
eireuniHtance which may ap[)ear trivial in England, but 
which is certainly of bad consequence abroad." 

To a more familiar correspondent he wrote that, 
" Though the wild rumours of England and its ncws- 

' alh Juiit. 
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papers are treated at home with the contempt they 
deserve, abroad our politicians are too greedy not to 
swallow everything. I wish it were possible to publish 
eveiy week an authentic n^ative gazette, for instance : — 

^^ Gibraltar is not taken. 

''The French are not landed on the coast of 
Sussex. 

" Mimstry have not resigned. 

" The fleet is not rotten. 

'' The Duke of Richmond's and Fitzpatrick's speeches 
are not gospel. 

" For my own part I am silent, and keep my breath 
till I can join in the chorus with the British lion. One 
roar wiU drown aU this impertinent clamour, and frighten 
Europe into its senses.'' 

To another friend he exclaims in despair — " For 
God's sake tell me what you think of Old England; 
from this distance she seems old indeed, sans eyes 
sans teeth, sans everything." 

About this time Isabella was writing to her brother 
that '' there was a very comical scene at the opera last 
night. Lord North came into the house for the first 
time this winter, and was veiy soon sent for; upon 
which the whole people here were led to believe that 
the French had landed on the Sussex coast, and that 
there was a rebellion there. The story gained credit, 
and before the end of the opera, you never saw such an 
excitement. However, the gentlemen in their militia 
uniforms seemed very brave, and ready to kill French- 
men by dozens; and the whole foundation for the 
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report was some Bniugglcrs that liad refused to enlist 
in the militia." 

To Mr, Eden, the news of whose nomination to be 
one of the conimiaaionera to treat for peace with America 
had reached him some time before, mj grandfather gave 
hia views of the probable results of the negotiation in 
the following words : — 

" The love of glory, that last infirmity of noble minds, 
must be set aside by our philosophic countiy till some 
dear, daring half-madman once more directs our thunder, 
or tramples on prudence, and on what people, who think 
themselves wise, call reason. This is too mad a worl<l 
to act sensibly in. The same line of conduct that brings 
either an individual or a state into a scrape, often pushes 
them through it. Had we never engaged in a war with 
America, it might have been better for us. As it is, I 
fear wc have stopped short at the very moment we ought 
to have risked everything. My conjectures are, that 
their terms will he haughty and overbearing. In time 
the natural interests of Great Britain and her colonies 
will trim the balance, which at present hangs so uneven. 
But had it been possible to have otlded the weight of 
10,000 men to your commission, I should have had 
better hopes of your obtaining a peace acceptable to a 
nation unaccustomed to temporise, and whose spirit is 
more able to struggle with all the difficulties of debt and 
war, than to brook disgrace and dishonour." 

However great may have been bis secret misgivings 
as to the ultimate results of the war between Great 
Britain and her colonies, Mr. Elliot invariably main- 
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tained an appearance of the most serene compoBure 
when the subject came under discussion in the eociety 
of Berlin. 

Thi6bault says, " Souvent dane la soci^t^ on parlait 
de cette guerre h M. Elliot, et eeiix qui cherchaient h 
lui plairo en parussaient quelquefois cffray^s, surtout 
apt^B que les Fran^ais sc fiircnt dl^clan^s pour les 
Am^ricains. Jamais il ne r6pondait qu'en montrant une 
parfaite e^urit^. 

" ' Tout ce qui peut nous nrriver de pire,' disait-il Ji 
la fin, ' c'eat qu'au lieu dStre le premier peuple dii monde, 
noua serouB le second.' "^ 

In this state of suppressed irritation, my grandfather 
no doubt hailed the departure of the court and garnson 
from Berlin as a welcome relief from the presence of 
those whose ill-concealed triumph over England's humi- 
liation was a daily trial of his patience. 

It is impositiblc to over-estimate the self-control 
required from a man who, in a moment of national 
humiliation, is Hying abroad among govemmenta or 
nations hostile to his country. Though in secret he 
may acknowledge her blunders, and lament her policy, 
to him she is still " an ill-favoured thing, but mine 
mtm ;" and when her bitterest enemies can triumphantly 
appeal in support of their assertions to the words of 
Englishmen at home, it is not imnatural that he should 
find himself in a position of antagonism to all who, from 
whatever motives, are unveiling her errors, and procltum- 
ing her weakness. Party tactics, however indispensable 
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to the working of parliamentary Governments, are ill 
iiiideretood on the Continent. Foreigners attach more 
importance to the statements made Id the eonrsc of a 
debate than to the arguments deduced from tliem, or 
the ends to whiuh these are direeted ; and when an elo- 
quent Opposition has clearly demonstrated that England 
has neither adminils nor generals, fleets nor armies, that 
her counsels are distracted, her people disheartened, and 
that a state of universal rottenness exists, foreigners are 
slow to perceive that a mere change of standpoint, as 
the Germans say, will often suffice to make the most 
despondent of our political seers burst forth into a song 
of thanksgiving : — " How goodly arc thy tents, Jacob : 
and thy tabeniacles, Israel ! " 

We have so many grounds for gratitude to our 
national institutions, that we can aiford to put up with 
some inconveniences which arise from them ; but it is n 
bore that they forbid us to act on Napoleon's advice, to 
" laver notre liiige sale en famille." Europe assists at 
our periodical lustrations (which generally usher in our 
greatest undertakings), and when the heat of the struggle 
is over, and the clouds of steam have evaporated, we 
are surprised to find her quoting us against ourselves, 
and proving to demonstration that we Iiavc " written 
ourselves down asses." In the innocence of our hearts 
we exclaim, " Qui te I'a dit ?" No such surprise, how- 
ever, awaits him who has watched the progress of events 
from a foreign land. 



The war known as that of the Bavarian succession 
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bnfke out in July 1778; and on the ]4th of the month 
Frederick put himself at the head of his anny and 
entered Bohemia. 

All the princes of the blood were also in the field. 
Rheinsberg was left to solitude and silence ; and, in the 
absence of royalties and warriors, the diplomatists found 
themselves in unusually advant^eous circumstances to 
/aire Vagr^able. 

How far Mr, Elliot profitetl by these may be guessed 
by the more frequent mention in his correspondence of 
the fair Mademoiselle de Krauth. 

Letters from travellers returned home inquire ten- 
derly for " la belle des belles," or more irreverently refer 
to Hugh's taste For " cabbage. " 

" Beware of Miss Cabbage," writes one, " for she is 
artful, and knows vety well you love her." " If yon feed 
on sprouts," says Sir J. Harris, from the distance of 
St. Petersburg, " you will find them hard of digestion." 
Alarming rumours reach the family ui England, and pro- 
duce good advice from Sir Gilbert, who warns his brother 
against asking a spoilt young Iwaiity to share with him 
an income which had never sidliced for him alone 1 It 
seems to have been a pecidiarity of my grandfather's, 
that whenever he found he had not enough to live on, 
he invariably proposed retiring upon nothing ; and accord- 
ingly his letters at this time abound in plans for giving 
up a luxurious world, and betaking himself to goatskins, 
locusts, and wild honey. 

Tlie letters to which I have been referring are, with 
many more on the same subject, filed and docketed by 
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Mr. Elliut himself. They are by no mcana the awocpings 
of desks, or the overlooked contents of portfolios, but, 
strange as it may seem, have been careliilly arranged, 
and are bound in calfskin in their chronological order, 
with the date of the year, in gilt letters, on the back of 
each volume. 

Stranger Htill, we find bound in similar manner 
the subsequent congratulations of the same writers on 
his mani^e ; and, strangest of all ! tlierc are among 
these volumes copies of his own letters containing Ms 
first impressions of Mademoiselle de Krauth, when re- 
garding her merely as a beautiful girl, with the mnnners 
of Berlin — which, from his pen, was not a complimentary 
description- 
It is impossible to guess the motives vrhich led to 
the preservation of such letters as these. Perhaps some 
of them may have appcareil to their receiver as counsels 
of perfection worthy to be kept, though too hard to be 
followed. Perhaps the shrewd and caustic remarks on 
" Miss Cabbage," contraatetl subsequently with the 
respectftil homage of the same writers to the charms 
and merit of Madame Elliot, may have sened to eluci- 
date some philosophical theory on the worthlessncss of 
human testimony, 

Possibly these letters may have been preserved to be 
read in penance for the slighting of so much sense, or as 
proofs that first impressions are best At all events they 
have been prescned, and those of my friends who arc 
scared by a simple suggestion that even in this world all 
secrets may become knowu, should take comfort from the 
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reflection that verj'fewpeople are at so niucli trouble as was 
my grandfotlier to etiHure thiit none of his should be hid. 

That the subject of marriage, though in his mmd, 
was not at this moment contemplated from what we 
should now call an " earnest" point of view, may be 
gathered from a congratulatory note to his friend, Mar- 
quis de Bombelles, who had lately married. 

" Tout le moudo se marie — je commence h. 6tre hon- 
te\a de mon a^libat. Dana le sificle oh nous sommea il 
faut ou di^tniire ou procr^er. II y a des risquea & courir 
dans les deux metiers, nos ennemia gagncnt par nos 
pertes dans le premier, nos amis gagnent quand noos 
sonunes malbeureux dans le second." 

About this time ^ he wrote to Countess Thun in the 
following lively strain—" Je n'ose pas me vanter d'Stre 
parfaitement heureux ; peut-6tre y at-il de ma faute ; 
mais malheureusement cela ne console pns. Je auis moins 
philosophe que je ne I'ai ^t^, au moment qu'il me con- 
viendrait fort; de I'fitre. Je crois que c'est asscz le sort 
de tons les philosoplies. On surmontc toutes les pas- 
sions, toutes lea dlfficult^s, quand on ii'cn a pas; on 
succombe tout comme si on n'^tait pas philosophe quand 
on en a. 

" Berliu me plait infiniment ; on a du loisir, de la 
liberty, et pen de bruit. La society y eat m61(5e comme 
partout aillcum, il y a du bon et du mauvaia, en g^n^ral 
la bonhommie y rfegne plus que la vivacite et I'eaprit 
Lea femmes aont sanB talens, sans beaut6, et sans 
graces. Elles n'en jouent pas moina coiiatamment au 
' July 15th. 
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whist, an nianille, ct savcnt rester qiiatre heiireo h suuper, 
au beau milieu de \'6t6, sans s'aperceroir ei leur voisiu 
mange on dort, cela depend dc InL On n'est pas du 
tout obligf^ d'etre aimable, et rien n'est plus commode 
poor un Anglais ; de tcmn en terns un officier franfats 
nous arrive, la jaml» en I'air, cliantant, Toltigeant, con- 
tant toutes lee plaiaantcries de I'ann^e pass^e ii Paris. 
Nous en sommes enchant^, nous cbantons, nous vol- 
tigeuns, et nous contons h. notre tour, un )>eu moius 
I^gferement il est \Tai, mais on est assen bon pour nous 
trouver charmants ec jour Ih et pour en citer I'agr^ment 
le reste de I'ami^. D'ailleurs nous avons dea pcrsomies 
d'une socit^t^ bien douce, et nous arons des beauties qui 
le eeraient en tout pays." 

Writing more confidentially to an English friend, he 
says : — " I wish I could tell you that any favourable crisis 
had taken place in my affairs ; they are deep gone in a 
consumption, and can only be saved by a hearty in- 
fusion of vietala, which are not to be met with. Greatly 
falling with a falling state is the devise: it is, however, 
a poor comfort I am in Cobentzel's house, perfectly 
well pleased with it. I am on a very good footing with 
the world in general ; and, though not a little criticised, 
am, I believe, as well as need be. On the whole, I am 
more and more attached to Berlin, and shall be very 
soriy when circumstances oblige me to leave it. The 
town is very empty and very pleasant."^ The letter closes 
with his speculations on the probable conduct and pos- 
sible consequences of the war between Pnissia and 

' SrpMniber. 
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Austria, of no interest at tlie present (ln,tc; from the 
scene of war he heard but little, since no officers ventured 
to correspond on military matters with foreign ministers. 
That he himself set no store by the partial and scanty 
infonnation he received, ie plain by the foIlo«inR extract 
from a letter to a friend in the camp of Prince Henry :^ 
— " Votre campogne fwt aujourd'hui le snjet de toutes 
les conTersatioiis. On en parle d tort et h travers. Sana 
trctp savoir ce qu'on dit, j'ai juatement asacz de eonnais- 
sances militairea pour croire que ceux qui ne savent pas 
lout, ne savent rien ; ct noiis aiitrew Berlinois efrBerlin- 
oiaes qui nous avisons de tracer vos marches ct dt^ decider 
dc vos operations militaires, mt^ritons parfaitcmcnt '1^ mi- 
pris avec lequel vous tnutez nos savantes discussions." 

The distinction gained by the Prince of Pnissia in 
this campaign was particularly gratcfiil to Mr. Elliot, 
who always experienced cordial kindness at his hands. 
He says — "The Prince seems to have greatly di^n- 
gitishcd himself, and to have merited and obtained a 
perfect reconciliation with the king— a great event for 
this country, whose existence dcpeuds upon the abilities 
and harmony of its princes." 

No amount of pre -occupation concerning things 
nearer at hand diverted my grandfather's attention from 
the fluctuating fortunes of England ; and his letters to 
his old friend, Mr. Pitt, and to Lord J. Clinton, show 
how keenly his interest was directed to affairs at home. 
Mr. Pitt Iiiwi spent the greater part of the year at the 
northera courts, studying the governments and manners 
' To BiTon EaphengBt, aide-de-cjuiip to PrincE Henry, Nov-. 1778, 
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of other natioug, with a view of presentl; taking an 
active part ia public life at home. " I caimot help 
thinking," wrote Mr. Elliot to him, "that you devote 
too much time to a very bjirren soil. Your own country 
never was in a greater crisis than at present — never waa 
a moment when more waa to be learnt or done. My 
dear Pitt, with yonr application and desire of getting 
information, London will afford more objects worth your 
attention in one day, than the Goths and Vandals in 
years" (Nov. 6). 

On another oceaaiou he wrote to the same friend : — 
" I have had a variety of English of all sorts and sizes. 
The more I see of them the more I am convinced of the 
practicability of the grand design} The stuff is there, 
and recruits come in. I sincerely congratulate you upon 
the final conclusion of your Continental excursion. Per- 
haps I am wrong, but I am every day more and more 
convinced that the wear and tear of such fatiguing 
journeys arc not balanced by the profit of knowledge 
acquired, applicable to the theatre of England. We are 
a world apart. It requires a life of i>erseverance and 
application to know that world, and it requires uninter- 
rupted habits of its manners, and constant residence in 
its atmosphere, for the ablest to act in it. As Rousseau 
Bays of hhnself that he does not pretend to describe 
whether he is better or worse than other men, but he is 
certain ijWil eat autre — so may we say of our coimtiy. 
' See iBt chapter. The ilaigii referrei] to was to Curni n baud of 
" inm inlriots," who should df vote all their (inergipa \io Oil- ruithfiluiCB 
in Pnrliamcut of certain gruntl olyects, such as t'atliulic oiiianiiiiation, 
intcnial rcfornui, etc. etc. 
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1 nuw coiiaider you aa on the point of mounting jour 
great horse ; I wiuh you may manage him an you intend." 

Mr. Pitt's share in this correspondence leaiis one to 
suppose that he was possessed uf good sense and 
industrious habits, rather than of remarkable abilities. 
His letters arc chiefly interesting from the light they 
throw on the character of his friend ; aud though thej 
occasionally savour slightly of a mentor's tone, and 
confess their writer to have been of opinion that bis 
correspondent might be improved by acting "a litUe 
more like other two-legged creatures," they, neverthe- 
less, testify to his sincere regard and admiration for 
Hugh Elliot. 

The comments which Mr. Pitt makes on his opinions 
and manners give a lively impression of the inconsist- 
encies which alternately attracted and provoked his 
friends. A passionate lover of glory, he held in con- 
tempt the applause of the little world in which he lived. 
" You carry your contempt of the Qu'en dira-t-on too 
far," said Mr. Pitt. " I agree with yon in despising 
actions performed for the sake of obtaining applause ; 
but the good opinion of our fiiends and countrymen 
ought to be grateful to us." 

Disregarding the good fortune which had placed 
him, at the age of twenty-six, in a great and responsible 
situation, he scarcely affected to conceal his disgust 
with the maimers of the society to which that sitnatioD 
introduced him ; and this very dislike to the general 
tone of society threw him all the more readily into a 
small cliqiie of clever, well-bred, but unprincipled 
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people, to whom hig imagination lent perfections which 
they never possea^ed. 

So indolent were bis bodily habits, that his fiiends 
taJk of his sofa as part of himself; yet bis activity of 
mind was unfailing; all intellectual subjects had an 
interest for him. Politics never epoilt his taste for 
literature and science ; and Iiis powers of conversation 
made his society to be sought after by many of the most 
distinguished persons of his time. His spirits seem to 
have been equally uncontrollable in their glee and their 
depressiou — " spirits," says Mr. Pitt, " such as when, on 
hearing of that great and total defeat of Gates's army 
by Buigoyue, you threw a whole basin of milk over 
me" — spirits such as those which, when excit«d to 
anger, had led to his enforcing a practical applica- 
tion of England's power on a triumphant and insolent 
foe. 

The story is told thus : — A \-ulgar Frenchman who 
had just heard of the acknowlegment by France of the 
iudependenco of America, came up to my grandfather, 
and thrusting his face in that of the English minister, 
said with a sneer — " VoUk un fameux souffiet que la 
France a donn^ k I'AngleteiTe." "Et voiI&, le soufflet 
quo I'Angleterre rend k la France par ma main 1" ex- 
claimed the representative of England, accompanying 
the words with a stinging box on the ear. 

' On the 18tli SepU-mber 1777 General Bttrgoync ottftEkBd Q>t<a's 
armj on Behmtu heights, and (arced their position. This wis probably 
the action reported at home as a great mid decisive victory. Mr. Pitt 
wu avcrw to the American war. 
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Mr. Biydonc had, iu Ratiisboii daj-n, remarked on 
Hugh Elliot's singular power of coimuunitjatiiig toothera 
some of his own liigh spirit and ardent desin; to serve 
his conn try. 

That he continued to urge on hia friends tlie duty of 
exertion in public life, is shown in the following extract 
from a letter to Ixird J. Clinton, who was just com- 
pleting a tour of the chief capitals of Europe, ha^g, 
according to the regular routine, assisted at Pruasiaii 
reviews, Viennese assemblies, and Parisian balls, and 
fidlen desperately in love with Princess Frederick of 
Bnmswick : — " My dear Lord— Rank, fortune, abilities, 
are yours ; do not run the dull, idle, tasteless course of 
your contemporaries ; the times, your coimtry, ask for 
exertion. Pray, remember that Britain is your theatre, 
and your situatiou enables you to play the part on it 
you are fitted for — that of a warm, 8t«ady, and judieiouB 
patriot. We arc exiles without influence ; you may 
^L touch the mainspring." 

^H Lord J. Clinton's letters are easily and pleasantly 

^H written, but do not display any conspicuous talent. On 

^H the 8th December, soon after having taken lua seat in 

^H Parliament, he writes — " As I have attended my duly 

^H to Parliament some days, I can give you some little 

^H account of oiu* miserable situation. Opposition piunt it 

^H in very strong colours. Government allow that it is 

^^H critical. Charles Fox, with his usual vehemence of 

^^H oratory, declares that he sees the inconvenience of 

^^V clinging the wheels of Government by Opposition at this 

^^V moment ; but at the same time says be thinks it his 
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duty 80 to do, that we may by this means get rid of 
such a weak, wicked, etc., miniatiy. Government is 
daily exceasively abused, but at tlie close of tlie debate 
has always a very considerable majority ; people have 
not a better opinion of Opposition than of Government, 
and therefore choose to side with the latter; perhaps 
also, the loaves and fishes make converts. Yesterday 
there was a debate in the House of Lords, during which 
Opposition used eveiy ailment to encourage America. 
. . . I will now tell you what I think of our ntaniier 
of living here. I cannot say that I much like it ; people 
look so very cold and uninteresting, that I never go 
into company without returning de tr^s mauvaise humeur. 
The women are very beautiful, but few of them have des 
phyaioguomies int^ressantes ; and they know they are 
handsome, and expect great adoration. 

" I wish you were here ; absence is the most power- 
ful cure for love. Some other object presents itself, 
and what with politics and present occupations, you 
grow by degrees much cooler for the one that is miles 
distant. You will say, ' This man docs not know 
what love is 1' I maintain, however, that my way of 
treating the subject is the pleasantest and tlie most 
philosophical."^ 

After hearing of the debates which bad lately t^en 

> Lord John Clinton is tneiitioned in Mndamo d'Arbky's diary 
among the frcqnenters of Mrs. Thrale's sodetj ; and ii deacribed ill 
1780 as " B very well-infonned and modeat-mannered boy, ujjly, lively, 
and aminbk'. " He died of coiunuuption ut Lisbon in liSl ; and it is 
liintcil in tlie letters tliat his fate was liaatened by a diiMi']ioiuttueul 
in love. 
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place in Parliament, on the conduct of Admiral Kcppel 
and Sir Hugh Palliser, and of General Burgoyne and 
Sir H. Clinton, Mr. Elliot wrote to this correspondent 
as follows — " I am surprised at the weakness of the 
minister, in permitting talking generals and wrangling 
admirals to lower the dignit; of the House in the eyes 
of all Europe, by making it a mere receptacle of abuse, 
pcerishneHB, disappointment, and jealousy, ^^'hat a 
perversion of the nature of the House, to make it a 
court of appeal t<i judge of tlie propriety or impropriety 
of Buigoyne's being admitted to an audience in preseuee 
of the King 1^ Burgoyne's want of conduct as a general 
is so apparent, that I am at a loss to account for his not 
being dismissed the Bcrvicc. Can anything be more 
trifling in this important moment than to throw away 
time in caTilling about signals, and wakes, and a sea- 
cannonade, which, by its consequence, does not dcsene 
the name of a battle?' Nothing, in my idea, can be 
more trifling, except the learned and humane discussions 
of Opposition on the degree of mercy we are to show a 
victorious enemy I'' There is too much wrangling at 
home. Our most sacred, or what ought to be our most 
sacred secrets, are sacrificed to what is called the Jwaoar 
of a few indiWduals. Courts-martial and inqnirica are 
the best spies foreigners can wish for." 

" It is a remarkable feature of these times," Bays 

' In s debate on the 28th May. — WaipoU's taat Journals, voL ii 
p. 273. 

' Debates on the conduc^t of Adtniml £ei>j>el and Sir Hugh Falliwr. 

' Debate o( 4th December ^Lonl Koukuigham's motion on Sir H. 
Clinton's proclamation. 
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Lord Mahon^ ** that the leading admirals and generals 
of the war were also^ for the most part^ members of 
Parliament; that throughout the spring of 1779^ we 
find not only Admiral Keppel and Sir Hugh Palliser^ 
but also Lord and Sir William Howe^ and General Bur- 
goyne^ able themselves to all^e their grieyances or 
defend their conduct. In some of these cases there 
were committees of inquiry^ and examination of wit- 
nesses, but in none any clear or positive parliamentary 
result. These altercations, in the full details, could not 
fail to interest, because they inflamed the party spirit of 
the day." 
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CHAPTER THE SIXTH, 

1778 to 1779. 

In the course of 1778 the Dowager Lady Elliot's 
illness took so serious a turn that her life was despaired 
o£ She, however, rallied sufficiently to be removed to 
Bristol, where it was hoped that the air and waters 
might produce temporary amendment, though recovery 
was no longer deemed possible. 

Writing from Clifton in September, Isabella says — 
"The summer has passed veiy calmly and serenely. 
We are living in a beautiful country, and I have learnt 
philosophy enough neither to reflect too much upon 
what is past, or look too much into futurity. Bob is of 
the greatest consolation to us. You will hear with 
pleasure that he has been preaching with great success 
here. He preached at the cathedral (of Bristol), and 
acquitted himself so well that the mayor desired him to 
preach the assize sermon, which is their great day in the 
year. His sermon was a very good one, and his manner 
and delivery were much admired ; but I own it seemed 
not a little strange to me to hear Bob lecturing the 
judge and corporations with just dignity." 

Bob was a poet as well as a preacher, and some of 
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Ilia effusions were at this time olTcred to the acce[)tiiiicc 
of the guddeHB of Batb-Easton.' 

In the eourse of September arrived letters from 
America, wliieb give so interesting an accoiint of tbc 
first impressions made by that country on the minds 
of Mr. and Mrs. Eden, that I sliall ineert them at full 
length. 

I From Mr. Edek.] 
•'Philadelphia, June 15, 1778. 

" My dear Hugh — After a six weeks' voyage between 
the anchorage off St. Helen's and that off Cape Hen- 
lopen, we arrived in the Delaware on the 2d instant, 
and at this place on the 6th. I have hitherto seen no 
more of tlie country than appears in the passage of 160 
miles up the river, but I have seen enough to regret 
from the bottom of my heart ten thousand times, that 
our rulers, instead of a tour through the enemited and 
worn-out countries of Europe, had not finished their 
educations with a visit round the coasts and rivers of 
this beautifid and boundless continent. The scale of 
everything here makes nie fancy myself in Brobdignag. 
The English rivers and mountains arc mere rills and 
molehilia. Tliis city ha-s the appearance at present of 
nothing better than a wide and very opulent village ; 
but it is 80 situated that a few years hence will turn it 
into a magnificent metropolis. There are not above 
23,000 inhabitants left here, and about 16,000 tnjops, 
the British part of which are agreed by all the military 

' iady Hilkr, who lived at Bath-Eaatou. S<^0 n'at,>oU's LdUn.— 
Herooir of Mib. Delaiiy. 
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meQ, however differing in other points, to be, in eveiy 
respect of dress, discipline, heaitb, activity, and alert- 
ness, the finest fellows over collected in the world. 
Washington's camp is about twenty miles from us ujKin 
the Schuylkill, and by the best account he has about 
10,000 men. . . . 

" We mean to leave this to-morrow and to proceed 
to New York ; after which this city will be immediately 
evacuated. . . . Near 300 ships will sail about 
the same time that we do — a fine sight, though, on 
recollection of all circumstances, not a flattering one ! 
I am not at liberty to enter into the subject 
of what we arc doing on tliis side of tlic Atlantic. 

"... And now, before I conclude, I must say 
something of our escellcut Eleanor. She had occasion 
on the voyage to see every little incident of alarm that a 
ship of war can show, and went through the whole with 
all the courage of the commodore himself, and indeed 
with more composure, as he was often alarmed for her. 

" We had some esccedingly rough weather ; we had 
a lightning and thunder night on this coast too, which 
exceeds anything that you can form an idea of in Europe ; 
we had frequent occasion to clear the vessel as if for 
action, and sometimes to fire signal-gmis in the middle 
of the night. At one time an immense wave broke 
apou the side of the ship, and foreing the windows of 
Mre. Eden's cabin (where she was lying on the bed, 
there being too much motion to sit or stand), completely 
ducked her. The commodore and I were present, and 
did not like the situation at all : but Eleanor was seized 
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with a very hearty fit of laughing at her own figure, and 
at the commodore's coat-pockets, which stood o])en, and 
were faW of water." 

In a letter of the same date, and containing nearly 
the eame matter, addressed by Mr. Eden to Sir Gilbert, 
the following passage occurs : — 

" I cannot with propriety enter into any detail of our 
politics. On my arrival here I found that some measures 
had been taken in England (above three weeks previous 
to my departure), which, eontraiy to all good faith and 
good sense, were concealed from me, and which, in other 
respects, affect both my public and private feelings. At 
present I will intimate what I have now written to you 
only to the Duke of Marlborough, the Solicitor-General, 
and Sir P. Yorkc. I find my colleagues perfectly 
honourable, steady, and right-headed." 

The measures referred to were the evacuation of 
Philadelphia and retreat to New York — of which the 
eommissiouerB were in perfect ignorance when they 
arrived in the Delaware. 

Considering the relations which had so long sub- 
sisted between Lord North and Mr. Eden, considering 
too the veiy delicate negotiation which had been con- 
fided to him immediately before he left England, the 
reticence practised towards him seems incomprehensible. 

[Mra. Edbn to Isabella.] 

" PhiUidelphm. 
" My dearest Sister — After a pleasant six hours' sail 
up the river, I arrived at Philadelphia, quite out of my 
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senses with joy at finding myself once more on dry land ; 
and what a<lded not a little to my satisfaction was, the 
seeing women walking about the streets with children 
in tlicir arms — a sight I have not seen since I left Eng- 
land. I really could have ate them up alnioBt, I was so 
delighted to find anything that brought my little angel 
so strongly to my mind. 

" I found the account we had heard of so much 
apparent distress in the town perfectly false ; indeed, it 
is quite impossible to believe, by the people's faces, and 
the extreme quietncNs of the town, but that you are not 
in a city perfectly at peace, and at ease. A.f to security, 
I feel quite as safe hero as if I was in my own dressing- 
room in Downing Street. We have got into a most 
excellent house, and vcty civil obliging people. I cannot 
help pitying them most sincerely for being obliged to 
receive us, which is the case, as they are desired to 
furnish us so many rooms — of course their best — and 
they retire into a comer. However, that docs not seem 
to hurt them. My landlady likes it extremely, as ahe 
informs me. She is fond of company, and so I receive 
all mine in her room. The people's spirits were much 
raised by the arrival of the commissioners, as they flat- 
tered themselves it would put an end to the alarming 
report of the town being to be evacuated. The women 
here talk nothing but politics ; and indeed it is unpos- 
sible they should do otherwise, as the whole welfare of 
their families, fortunes, and lives, depends upon the 
turn affairs may take. The ladies tell me that they 
much fear the commission will do no good now. They 
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say, if Philadelphia is left and giyen up to the rebels, 
that independence is declared, and America lost ; and 
that they who have been friends to Goyemment are in a 
most dreadful situation. It appears certainly a most 
melancholy thing to desert this laige city, which veiy 
far surpasses any idea I had of it ; and all the country is 
most beautiful. 

^^ We have left Philadelphia, and are once more on 
board the Trident in the river Delaware. To-morrow, I 
suppose, we shall weigh anchor and proceed to New 
York. I shall be delighted to see my uncle's family. I 
hear he is beloved by all parties. I passed all the night 
before last in an open boat, and had no place to lie on 
but the boards ; nevertheless I am not one bit the worse, 
though I was much afraid now and then, as we were so 
near the enemy's shore. We could hear the people on 
the watch calling to each other, and every little while I 
thought we should have been fired at. All the vessels 
are this moment sailing by the cabin- windows, at such a 
rate, that I suppose by this time the town is deserted by 
our army. You cannot conceive a more beautiful, nor 
a more melancholy sight, than the one at present before 
me. Imagine the most beautiful view you ever saw, 
fine woods on each side — ^the richest country in the 
world. Imagine this river covered with vessels in full 
sail, as thick as possible, crowded with people leaving 
the city where they have been bom and bred, flying 
from an enemy — ^which enemy may consist of relations 
and friends — Cleaving their whole property and all their 

N 
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fortanes but what they can carry with them. It is indeed 
a most horrible scene 1 

P. 8. (apparently added at New York). — " Beef and 
mutton are 2s. 6d. per pound ; porter, 3s. a bottle. In 
short, how the poor inhabitants live I cannot imagine ; 
indeed, description would fall far short of it all.'' 

[Mr. Eden to Hugh.] 

**New York, July 15. 

" We are blockaded by a French fleet, which at this 
moment is immeasurably superior to ours. The spirit, 
however, of our people, in this mortifying moment, is 
veiy comforting to a civil observer like me. 

" The soldiery are all running to the navy, with the 
leave of the commander-in-chief; and our fleet, such as 
it is, is most completely manned. Before these arma- 
ments separate, if we can give the account of these perfi- 
dious and profligate Frenchmen that we hope and wish, 
our honour and interests may once more be established 
on this side of the Atlantic. We have 26,000 troops in 
these islands. It is well you are not here; Eleanor 
says you would be mad. Your uncle, the commodore, 
is second in command under Lord Howe. Your other 
uncle, Mr. Andrew Elliot, is a very sensible and respect- 
able man; he has a beautiful place about two miles 
fix)m this town, where Eleanor and I occasionally sleep. 
He has a very numerous femily, and will be totally 
ruined if we cannot recover our affairs ; yet he is per- 
fectly cheerful"^ 

^ A short time after the date of this letter, Mr. Eden's second 
daughter was bom — Catherine-Isabella. 
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In 80 &r as thoy relate to private conoems, these 
letters are full of cheerfulness, and the hope that their 
writers would soon be restored to their own country 
gave a further stimulus to the spirits of the Dowager 
Lady Elliot and her daughter. 

In November they moved to Bath, where they were 
soon joined by all the members of the £Eunily in England 
It was the final gathering before the scene dropped. 
For some time previously, Lady Elliot had been pained 
by her inability to write to her absent son HugL Once 
more, however, about a fortnight before her death, the 
effort was made, and the result is a very long and 
tender letter, which conveyed to him the last expressions 
of his mother's love, before it was silenced for ever. 

On New Year's Day 1779, Sir Gilbert wrote to his 
brother, that on the 28th of the preceding month their 
mother's spirit had passed away. Grievously afflicted 
with bodily ills, '^ she, nevertheless, waited with compo- 
sure for the last stroke. At times she conversed pretty 
cheerfully with her family, and informed herself with 
wonderfully minute solicitude of all that could in the 
smallest matters concern those whom she loved. Her 
conversation was strong and lively ; her Christian faith 
and submission perfect. My poor sister was never from 
her heart ; and if anything still attached her to life, and 
made the hour she looked for otherwise than joyful, it 
was the pang of parting with her. I need not tell you 
that she often talked of you." 

Another era in Hugh's life was closed. Much love 
and much happiness were in store for him in future 
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years ; but the aU-enduring, all-hoping, all-belieying 
affection, which had sheltered his childhood, and gloried 
in his youth, was gone from him for ever. 

Isabella went home from Bath to her brother^s house, 
and " nothing," she wrpte, " can exceed their tender 
kindness to me." 

Shortly afterwards Shr Gilbert was suddenly sum- 
moned to Scotland, in cou3equence of an announcement 
that Lord Robert Kerr would stand for the county at 
the next general election ; but the Duke of Buccleuch 
continued to give his support to Sir Gilbert, who in no 
long time was able to write to his brother, that it was 
'^ singularly fortunate that circumstances, not to be com- 
manded by me, have given me an independent seat for 
this county, in the midst of such enormous estates and 
so powerful interests." 

In the course of the spring IsabeUa, resummg in 
some degree the usual style of her correspondence 
with her brother, tells him of the marriage of her 
friend Lady Priscilla Bertie to Mr. Burrell. — "The 
Duke of Ancaster returns again to America, to the 
great grief of his mother, who, if he was not so wild, 
would be quite happy at the marriage of Lady Priscilla 
to Mr. Burrell, which was so violent an inclination as 
totally to engross their hearts. I believe he is a very 
good kind of man, but somewhat coxcombical in his 
habits. Miss Julia Burrell, the only sister unmarried, is 
shortly to be married to Lord Piercy, who has resigned 
the staff. Lord Harrington died last night, which 
makes a great change to Lord Petersham, whose mar- 
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tiage with Miss Fleming has becu deferred oa account 
of his great debts. Slie has behaved vastly well — she 
pays all his aa well as Mr. Stanhupe's debts. I think, 
however, one may use the scriptural expression on this 
subject — ' That it is better to give than to receive.' Lord 
Catbcart is going to marry a daughter of Mr. Andrew 
Elliot, a prettj, sensible girl, with whom he fell in love 
at New York. There has not been one tolerable or 
endurable play or poem this winter. There is a charm- 
ing pamphlet called ' Anticipation/ which was published 
some time ago, and if you have not seen it it will amuse 
you. Keppel has been at Bath, and has led a pro- 
cession of old ladies from one end of the tovm to the 
other, has marched with them, and they had all blue 
flags in their caps, and music playing, and gave him a 
ball, which must have been ridiculous enough^ — he is 
the hero of the mob this winter, and many windows 
have been broken in his honour." 

The news of a " drubbing" given to d'Estaing'a fleet 
off St Lucia, and the success of an expedition to Geoi^ia, 
produce a letter from Mr. Eden, who, with his wife, had 
returned to England in December (before Lady Elliot's 
death, but not in time to see her). " The Opposition," 
he says, " are sincerely sorry for this good news — they 
confess this in private without reserve — and in public, 
during the two last days' debates, have not once named 
either St. Lucia or Georgia." 

In April 1 779 arrived the unexpected intelligence of 
Alick's death in India. A putrid fever carried him off 
while on a journey to Nagpore, the capital of the Mah- 
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rattas, where he had been sent on a political misaion of 
importance. His death was a seyere blow to his fieuoiilyy 
who had conceived the highest hopes of his future 
career from the singular combination of mental and per- 
sonal qualities which formed his character. To abilities 
calculated to make him play a leading part on the 
poUtical stage, he united a strong will and a sweet 
temper. His untimely fate called forth unusual expres- 
sions of r^ret, and a glowing tribute to his distinguished 
qualities was paid by Mr. Burke in the House of 
Conmions. 

This seeond bereayement, so soon following on the 
death of his mother^ came with overwhelming force on 
Hugh^ who had in the short interval between those two 
events been deeply though less severely tried by the loss 
of two of his friends — Lord Suffolk^ whose kindness had 
never flagged^ and Mr. Harvey, his most intimate com- 
panion. '^ These two last years have robbed me of 
fitther, mother, brother, patron, and friends. I am sixty 
years old in losses of everything dear to me I" 

Thus deprived of the objects of his earliest affections, 
he began to feel all the more the necessity of forming 
new ties. 

" M. Elliot," says Thi^bault, " ^tait devenu ^perdu- 
ment amoureux de Mademoiselle Erauth ; " her mother 
was supposed by him to object strongly to her marriage 
with a foreigner, and with one whose uncertain prospects 
and small private fortime had been disclosed unreserv- 
edly to her by himself. In the course of the previous 
year several notes had passed between them on the 
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t of his attentions to her daughter, but the line of 
argument adopted by Madaine do Verclst to dissuade 
him from their contumance seems singularly ill fitted 
to attaiu its ostensible object ; she repeatedly requests 
him to avoid her daughter's society, on the ground that 
the young lady was becoming seriously attached to him, 
and that the strength of her feelings for htm had already 
made her unhappy, and had prevented her from accept- 
ing an excellent "parti" which her mother had in store 
for her ! Other notes dwell on the remarks to which 
his open devotion had given rise, and which were "com- 
promeitant " for her daughter. Madame de Verelst may 
possibly have thought the young Englishman a model of 
prudence and of self-abnegation ; he was, liowevcr, un- 
fortmiately more remarkably distinguished for a romantic 
and chivalrous nature, upon which the arguments she 
used were certain t« produce an opposite effect from 
that which she professed to desire. If anything had 
been needed to rivet his chains, it must have been the 
assurance that Mademoiselle Krauth was unhappy, " pour 
Ini et par luL" 

Early in Jiily he wrote to Sir J, Harris to announce 
Ids iunnediato return on leave to England, for the pur- 
pose of preparing his family for the declaration of his 
marriage, wliich, in order to provide against all possible 
macliinations during his absence, took place privately, 
without her mother's consent, before hia departure from 
Berlin. The withholding of Madame de Verelst's eon- 
sent may have been intended to deprecate the king's 
displeasure when it shoidd become known that a mar- 
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riage had 1)een contracted between her daughter^ a 
Pmssian subject and an heiress^ without his previous 
consent — ^for it does not appear that their marriage was 
ever a secret from her. However this may have been, 
Mr. Elliot wrote to Sir James Harris^ as follows : — ^^ I 
am married in private, without the mother's consent, to 
the Krauth ; after the ^Iftt of my attachment to her, I 
had the choice between folly and dishonesty — ^my affec- 
tions pleaded for the first, my conscience forbade the 
latter. On my part there is very sincere affection, bad 
health,^ poverty, and the other defects of character which 
nature has bestowed on me, and which art has never 
tried to conquer; on hers, there is youth, beauty, and 
strong parts. My project is to keep the matter secret 
till the king's death.^ The Prince of Prussia, Prince 
Henry, etc, are as much my friends as princes can be. I 
despise the world too much to fear its vicissitudes, and 
think her worth sacrificing life and fortune to, if neces- 
saiy." 

1 9th July 1779. 

^ Mr. Elliot's constitution had never thoroughly recovered from the 
effects of the fever which had attacked him during his Danubian cam- 
paign in 1773 ; since which time he had be«n liable to severe fits of 
illness, which baffled for a time all medical treatment. After one of 
these he wrote to Mr. Harris, 6th March 1779 : — ** Physicians, that 
universal distemper, have proved the efficacy of their art in increasing 
suffering. 1 believe my original distemper cured long since. ... I 
have learnt from the double capacity of foreign minister and invalid 
that in physic and politics the practitioners are usually blind and pre- 
sumptuous. The health and happiness of mankind are lavishly sacri- 
ficed to quack ministers and quack physicians." 

' He was certain to object to her fortune passing into the hands of 
a foreigner. 
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He did not question that the idol was one to whom 
the incense of such sacrifices would be as sweet per- 
fumes. 

" Prudence, reason, calculation of possibles," wrote 
my grandfather to some one else at this time, not, how- 
ever, with any other than a mental reference to the 
subject of his marriage, — ^^ these are the crutches with 
which feeble minds halt through life. I have but one 
rule — ^to do that which my conscience says is right, let 
the consequences be what they may." Unluckily, when 
the first steps were taken in this unhappy business, my 
grandfather's conscience seems to have been ^^ en bas de 
Tescalier," as a Frenchman said his wit was when most 
wanted, and prudence and reason had taken to flight 
before it appeared on the scene. 

His friends at St Petersburg and at home certainly 
believed that the marriage had been desired by the 
young lady's friends from the first moment of Mr. Elliot's 
arrival at Berlin, and that he himself never shared in 
this opinion, and that Madame de Verelst succeeded in 
gaining and in preserving his entire confidence and 
esteem, are arguments which in no mse afiect the view 
of the matter entertained by his friends, since all the 
trust and confidence which he withheld from persons 
indifferent to or distasteful to him, were reserved to be 
added to the brimming measure which he gave to 
those he loved. Clear-sighted to a fault, even suspi- 
cious of the motives of the generality of the world, he 
was credulous as a child where his affections were con- 
cerned; his correspondents perpetually warn him not 
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to believe and confide in^precisely those whose society he 
affiscted the most. 

The summer and part of the winter of 1779 were 
spent by Mr. Elliot in England ; we therefore lose sight 
of him for a whUe, except in the lettero written to hhn 
by Isabella and Sir Gilbert from Minto^ many of which 
show them to have been anxiously expecting him there, 
but the meeting did not take place till winter recalled 
the Elliots to their house in Lincoln's Inn. 

My grandfather's absence from his post brings Mr. 
liston again on the scene, and we find him very soon at 
his old employment, remonstrating, pacifying, excusing, 
and receiving confidences from aU sides. 

Having done all he could to prevent the marriage, 
he now did his best to make it happy. ^^ It is impos- 
sible to make her believe she has no just grounds of 
complaint; she cannot understand that a man will 
make the greatest sacrifices for her sake, aiid yet cannot 
overcome his habitual indolence." 

^^ Si j'avais un amant qui voulut de mes lettres tous 
les jours, je romprais avec lui I " said Madame de la 
Fayette. Mr. Elliot would have been a lover after her 
heart, but unhappily the lady of his love was not of the 
same mind ; and when, as too frequently happened, the 
EngUsh post came in without anything for her, she was 
at first distressed and then provoked. Mr. Liston paci- 
fied her with explanations of his own invention, not 
probably venturing to interpret to her what Sir Gilbert 
calls the " family paradox — how possible it is to neglect 
abominably those we love truly and dearly ;" but to his 
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chief Mr. Liston wrote almost sharply on the nuBcbiof 
which his indolence might cause. 

" Le Tin est tir6 il faut ie boire jusqu' & la lie," he 
wrote on one occasion, explaining further that by the 
lees of the matnmonial draught ho undeistood " a con- 
stant and regular correspondence, and other petils soina, 
which, in all other instances at least, cost you much 
more than other people, — and an abalention from peril- 
ous adventures." As sea-fights for instance I for the lost 
sentence was undoubtedly called forth by a letter &om 
Mr. EUiot, dated Plymouth, 29tli August, in which it waa 
stated tbat he was about to embark on the Southampton 
frigate at Plymouth, in the hope of Joining Sir Charles 
Hardy before tlie action that was then expected to take 
place. 

In this hope he was disappointed, for the English 
and French fleets did not meet, but he was able to write 
Mr. Liston an account of Sir C. Hardy's intended opera- 
tions, closing it with the remark that, after all, at sea 
" he placed his faith much less in tactics than in Englisli 
resolution and close quarters."^ 

' " On the last duy of August Sir Charles Hardy undeaTonwd to 
Gutdce the eoemy into a narrower part of ttie cliaiuicl, bat they declined 
a combat," etc.— Hugbcs' HLdary of England, voL iL p. 839. 

Among Hr. Elliot's paiK-rs there is one, dated Plymonth, Aagnst 
177Q, containtug Tarions snggeations as to what should be done to 
defend the place against a Uneatened descent of the French. It it np- 
parently addressed to « person in military cominand, and enters into 
coniiiderable debuls concerning the arrangenients proper to be made. 
Mr. Elliot's youngest son, Frnlcriclc, retuumlxra to have heonl bis father 
teQ a story of his hariag been arresttxl as a spy in Dcroushire — au 
Bdventnrc which no doubt occuiTed during the visit lo Plymouth, 
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Luckily for ub, Mr. liston wrote of other things 
besides the domestic aflfiedrs of his chief. The following 
extracts from his letters are selected as containing charac- 
teristic anecdotes of the great King. On the 29th May, 
he describes the King's return to Berlin from the army : 
— " The King arrived here on Thursday at three o'clock ; 
came in by the Konigs-strasse^ and drove straight to the 
palace. The people made little or no noise, because 
they knew he does not like it. They pretend a woman 
threw herself on her knees before him, as he stepped out 
of the coacL 'Was will sie?" said he; no answer. 
She caught hold of his coat, and burst into tears. ' Was 
will sie denn ?" no answer. He then asked a third time. 
* Ich freue mich/ said she. He made a bow to her and 
seemed affected, as were the spectators. A few French- 
men, standing at the bottom of the stair, called out, 
' Vive le Roi 1' on which he turned about, smiled, and 
said, * Bravo /' All the foreign ministers, nobility, etc., 
had been assembled from ten o'clock to wait for him. 
He did not go into the room they were in, but joined 
his generals and Prince Ferdinand in the other room. 
After embracing his brother, and saying a few words 
to three of his generals, he retired and ordered dinner 
immediately. After dinner he stood nearly three hours 
in one of the windows with Schulenburg, looking over 
papers and doing business. A great crowd gathered 
together in the Place to stare at him. He wrote to the 
Queen, saying he could not see her that day, he had so 

and investigation of her defenceless state described in the paper re- 
ferred to. 
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much to do, but that ' il lui demandorait h diner le 
Dimanche.' Yeaterday he went in his pristine state- 
coach to vieit Princens Amelia. I Baw him pass imder 
the trees ; he looks much better than when I saw liim 
last; and, thej say, enjoys perfect health and spirita. 
Prince Ileniy arrived yeaterday; the King received him, 
contrary to the general expectation, with great cordiality, 
and talked long to him with perfect good humour. The 
King speaks of the Prince of Prussia with great cordiality 
and afTection ; he is expected every moment." 

The Sunday dinner at the Queen's residence of 
f'liarlottenburg, mentioned in the foregoing letter, pro- 
duced the following anecdote : — " Whcu the King asked 
all the royal family to dine with him at Charlottcnburg, 
he invited (or he was miderstood to inrite) all the 
grandes maJtresses at the same time ; so that Madame 
de Kannenberg, Madame de BlumentUal, etc., went 
PrinccHa Ferdinand having no grande maitresse, car- 
ried Madame de Stockhausen ; and Mademoiselle de 
Viereck went by way of gouveraante to tlie little Prin- 
cess of Prussia. The Queen and Madame de Kannen- 
beig were there some time before the rest. ' Mon 
ancienne et bonne arnie,' said tlie King to Madame 
de Kannenbei^, ' I am very glad to see you ; but ' — 
observing the two ladies who had just entered — ' who 
are these ?' She told him, ' Stockhausen, Viereck.' — 
' Je ne connais point cela moi, Qu'est-ce-que cela vient 
feire ici ? c'est de la contre hande ; elles ne peuvcnt paa 
diner ici, cea femmes-l&. Je n'ai voulu avoir que les 
grandes maitreases, qu 'elles sen retoument : qu'on les 
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renvoie.' — ^ Mais Sire^ elles sont venues avec les Prin- 
cesses, elles n'ont point de voitore, elles ne peuvent pas 
s'en aller. Si votre Miyest^ le pennet, on leur donnera h 
diner dans un autre appartement.' ' A la bonne heure ;' 
and this was accordingly done. * Eh bien, Madame dc 
Kannenbeig/ said he, when dinner was done, ' qu'ayez- 
vous fait de votre Madame de Stockhausen et de I'autre.' 
' Sire, je les ai mises dans I'anti-chambre.' — ^ Ha I ha i 
ha t elles sont fort bien \k — h leur place.' "^ 

This trait of discourtesy is followed by a graver 
charge of harshness, carried to extremes, which produced 
a fiital result in the tragical death of a certain Major 
Appenbourg, who commanded last campugn the grena- 
diers, composed of the battalion of Guards and of the 
regiment of the Prince of Prussia. " They were at 
J'agemdorff in winter, and there was considerable deser- 
tion. The King, before leaving Silesia, found great 
fftult with this, and the major decided upon returning to 
Berlin, but was often heard to say, his resolution teas 
taken. On his arrival, his Majesty said some harsh 
things to him ; on which he went home, wrote a letter 
to the King, which he left on his table, and shot him- 
self. The letter was carried to the King, who is 
said to have been much shocked. It had been a long 
premeditated affair. He has left everything in excellent 
order." 

A visit of Mr. Liston's to M. de Hertzberg's country 
residence affords some curious details concerning the 
simple, though peculiar tastes and manners of a fevourite 

^ Mr. Liston to Hugh £lliot, June 8d. 
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minister of the great Frederick. M. de Hertzbeig had, 
at various times, conducted important diplomatic trans- 
actions ; and at the time of my grandi&ther^s residence 
at Berlin, was associated with the venerable Count 
Finckenstein in the administration of foreign affairs. 
Frederick held him in high esteem, as he was one of 
the few personal fnends of a sovereign who was more 
admired than beloved. During the King^s last illness 
M. de Hertzbeig attended him, and held him in his 
arms at the moment of death. It is said that the new 
King, on arriving at the deathbed of his uncle, was so 
touched by the unaffected grief of the old and Sedthful 
friend attending there, that his first act of sovereignty 
was to take from his own breast the order of the black 
eagle, which he habitually wore, and to place it on the 
neck of M. de Hertzbeig, who very soon afteiVards 
became his first minister, and was accused by the French 
party of fostering anti-French sentunents in the new 
King's mind. 

**July 27 f 1779. — I have spent a day with M. de 
Hertzbeig, who was here, and am exceedingly pleased 
with his farm and his farming, which is on a large scale, 
and is conducted (with a view to profit) with all the 
minuteness of attention required in agriculture, and so 
seldom found in any but those who have been bred to 
the business from their youth. He knows every cow by 
her name, and how many quarts of milk are sold every 
day.^ The manner in which he talks to his boors, and 

^ The milk was sold daily by dairymaids on the flight of steps 
loading to the entrance-hall. 
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the femiliariiy and bluntness with which they answer 
him, depose strongly in fiEiYour of his good nature ; and 
the manner in which he lives leayes no doubt of his 
opulence. ... He had no company with him, and his 
housekeeper and servants did not seem to think it pro- 
bable I was to have the honour of dining with him, as I 
arrived on foot; so that we sat down exactly to the 
dinner prepared for him, which was sufficient to satisfy 
appetite, but as homely as I should have found it at one 
of my neighbour farmer's houses in Scotland, and the 
cloth hardly so clean. The drink, brown and white 
beer of his own brewing, and one single glass of wine. 
His dress^ was still plainer than it is in town, and a 
small round hat, his hair hanging loose and without 
powder. Nothing ever brought so strongly to one's 
memory Curius Dentatus roasting his turnips, or the 
Dictator ab aratro. But I could have wished that these 
stories had not been so conspicuously painted in his 
apartments, for it has the appearance of comparing him- 
self to those men, which would not do. When he 
touched on politics it was with his usual openness. He 
regretted not having been sent to make the peace of 
Tetschen, in which case he thinks many things would 
have been more favourable to Prussia. There is no 
doubt of his favourable disposition to us, but he is, like 
others, led away by Maltzahn's opposition accounts of 
the distracted state of the ministry and the nation, and 
by the false views held up in the ' Courrier de ITEurope* 

^ Usually manufactured of silk spun by the worms on his own 
mulberry plantations. 
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and other foreign gazettes, and seems to wish rather 
than to hope that we may be able to extricate our- 
selves." In other letters Mr. Liston describes the senti- 
ments entertained by the Prussian nation towards the 
French as anything but friendly, in spite of the well- 
known dispositions of the court; and he mentions 
haying been charged by yarious persons to send them 
the earliest news of any success which the English 
might obtain at sea oyer the French.^ As for society, 
he says, " There is nothing new under the sun — Mon- 
day a pique-nique, Thursday an assembly. The same 
parties arranged at cards ; the tables placed on the same 
indiyidual spots as when you last saw them ; the same 
figures dancing. But of these, if you were here, you 

^ Mr. Elliot was ever ready to encourage the well-wLshers to hifl 
counti/s cause. Writing to M. d*Amim from liondon, August 1779, 
he said — " "Were I to enter upon the present state of Great Britain, I 
could write volumes without exhausting an unfathomable subject. 
History does not contain a more singular epoch in the annals of any 
nation. Tom by the violence of faction, weakened by a most expensive, 
bloody, and unnatural civil war, attacked by the combined force of the 
House of Bourbon, loaded with a debt unparalleled in any age, unsup- 
ported by foreign allies, deserted even by fortune, at variance with the 
winds and waves, we have not lost courage, and I am one of those who 
believe that we shall rise again superior to every enemy, and be what 
we ought to be — a curb to the ambition of the House of Bourbon, and 
the defenders of the liberty of mankind, which is in more danger than 
you seem to apprehend, if France and Spain succeed in outnumbering 
and crushing our marine." The accession of the maritime force of 
Spain to that of France was not viewed with unmixed satisfaction by 
the adherents of the latter Power on the Continent. " The Prince of 
Prussia (August 1779) expressed a fear that the French had too much 
baggage to encumber them. *What baggage, Monseigneur ?* 'Ives 
Espagnols. ' "—Letter of Mr. LisUm. 

O 
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would take notice of none btU one. That one in public 
behaves BO as to give satis&ction to the most jealous lover, 
though she certainly does not give equal satis&ction to 
the poor devil who happens to be her partner. She often 
speaks to him with such coldness and such nonchalance^ 
that I, an indifferent spectator, am apt to be angiy. 
There are the usual dinners at this minister's and at that 
minister's — who has seen one has seen all. If I look 
under the trees I see Pons or Fontana stalking along to 
go out to the park, or Dolgorouki strangely sticking on 
the top of a horse ; or the very same figures crowding 
out on a Sunday, which we have looked at a hundred 
times." 

Before the year closed Mr. liston had it in his power 
to tell my grandfetther a story which was the nine days' 
wonder of Berlin at the time, and became the subject of 
discussion and criticism throughout Europe. It will be 
found at length in the 2d voL of Thi^bault's Memoirs, 
page 20 ; but to make the following letters intelligible it 
will be necessary to give it shortly here:^ — ^A miller 
named Arnold, residing in a village in Pomerania, had 
presented a memorial to the King some year or so 
before, in which it was stated that he, the complainant, 
rented of the King a water-mill for 300 rixdollars, but 
that in consequence of the stream having been directed 

from its natural channel by the orders of Count N , 

the miller^s works were stopped, the rent was not forth- 
coming, and the man was starving. The King sent the 

^ Lord Dover's Life of Frederick the Great Thi^bault's Souvenirs 
de 20 Ans d Berlin, 
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memorial to the chancellor, with the order that justice 
should be done to the miller ; the cause was tried, and 
the miller lost it. The foUowiug year a second memo- 
rial was presented by the miller to the King, stating 
that though his case had been lost, the facta were 
nevertheless as he had stated them. Again the King 
referred the document to the chancellor, with the com- 
mand that the cause should be tried before the second 
tribunal, and that Justice should be done — the second 
trial had the same result as the first ; and a third time 
the miller in despair appealed to the King. Frederick 
upon this determined to inquire for himself into the 
facts of the case ; and on the report of persons carefully 
selected, to verify on the spot the statements of the 
miller, the King became convinced that an act of gross 
ii^ustice had been committed, and what ensued will be 
told best by Mr. Liston. 

" On Saturday last His Majes^ sent for the chan- 
cellor (M. le Baron de Fiirat) and the three counsellora 
who presided at the Court of Appeal, and after repri- 
manding them very severely for their judgment, he told 
the chancellor he was dismissed from bis office, and that 
his place was disposed of. The counsellors were sent 
to the prison of the Carlshof, which you will remember 
is the Newgate of this part of the world ; Fiirst wanted 
to speak, but was ordered to be silent and to withdraw. 
" Marschirt ah" was the word, and none of the civilest. 
Some aay the King's illness has made liim peevish; 
others, that his patience had been exhausted by the 
examples he had lately seen of the quirks and chicanery 
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of the law, to which he had vmiily hoped by hia former 
r^ulations to put a atop, 

" To be sure if the case were exactly as the king 
represents it, it would not bear an argument. A person 
lets a mill to another, situated on a stream mentioned 
in the agreement, and afterwards turns aside that stream 
for other purposes, and still insists on the same rent — 
nothing more unjust; but they say the fact is, the small 
portion of water turned aside did no essential harm to the 
tenant's mill ; that the possessor of another mill, a little 
higher up on the same stream, makes no complaints, 
and carries on his business as formerly ; that the miller 
is a TTiauvaK mjet who wanted to quarrel with the pro- 
prietor, etc. etc. Hie chancellor talks in a very manly 
way on the subject ; he says he cannot blame the King, 
as he acts as he thinks he ought to do, and considers 
the Judgment given aa unjust ; but that he cannot help 
saying His Majesty pretends to judge of matters he does 
not understand, and decides without having weighed 
the circumstances of the case. The president and 
coimsellots of the chamber of Cuatrin, who judged in the 
first instance, are sent for by a detachment of troops, 
and are to meet the same fate. I'he president is Count 
Finckenetein's son. The King has written to Count 
Finckenst^in ^ saying he was sorry to be obliged to dis- 
miss his son for an act of injustice, but that an example 
was necessar)'. He could have wished it might have 
fallen on another family rather than hia. The Count is 
reported to have said, ' Je plains les honnStes gens; je 
plains Ic Roi.' 

' Minifltpr for Foreign Affairn. 
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" What is very remarkable iu a couutry lik» tbis, is, 
tbat the wbole town have becu to pay their compliments 
of condolence to Fiirst and M. do Finckenstein, eveo 
Prince Henry and Princess Amelia sent.' 

In his next letter Mr. Liston says — " In any other 
countiy such a stoiy an I told you in my last would pro- 
duce some effect ; here they talk pretty freely for a few 
days ; and that is ail. Words indeed are not spared by 
the country gentlemen and the nobility here — ' precipi- 
tate, unjust, despotic,' fly about. The vulgar admire. 
The King is better, in good spirits, et se moque du 
qu'en dira-t-on." 

Thif^'banlt tells us the sequel of the story thus — " Six 
months after the events above related, Frederick dis- 
covered that he had been in error ; the stream in dispute 
having been diverted below the mill by a proprietor 
residing on its banks ; the miller had therefore no just 
grounds of complaint, and taw and justice had been 
equally outraged by the interference of the king. But, 
though convinced of his error, Frederick made no other 
sign of being so than by withdrawing the magistrates 
Irom their prison, reinstating them in their places, and 
dropping the prosecution of the proprietor supposed to 
have injured his bumble neighbour."^ 

Mr. Elliot made his marri^e known to his family on 
his arrival in England. Sir Gilbert and Lady Elliot 
heard the news with their usual affectionate kindness, — 
whatever doubts they may previously have entertained of 
the wisdom of the step which Hugh had taken, now that 

■ Tliiebault, S^joiir .l« 20 ins 'a Berlin. 



198 



MEMOIR OP HtTBH ELUOT. 



(1778 



it was irrevucable, they were ready to say, " What mugt 
be we cannot change, and will not fear." A cordial wel- 
come was promised to " Charlotte " when she should 
eotne to clum a home among them, and Sir Gilhert 
entered warmly into his brother's dreams of future rusti- 
cation among the glena and bumo of Scotland. Poor 
Berlin beauty ! how she would have shuddered bad she 
heard these projects of burying her au fond de TEcoaae 
with a husband and his family poiir tout potage. " I 
long to see your wife," says Mrs, Eden, " but how'am I 
to talk to her ? I cannot speak French ! " " Ah, Hugh ! 
Hugh!" wrote Mrs. Harris from St. Petersbui^; "do 
you remember four years ago how you used to abuse ail 
women, and say if ever you married you would live in 
St. James' Street, and your wife in Berkeley Square V 

Isabella, of all the family, was perhaps the one most 
affected by her brother's marriage, — alike in their dis- 
positions and tastes, and full of romantic admiration for 
each other, they had kept up a constant correspondence 
with the most unreserved confidence ; and while Hugh 
formed no closer ties, Isabella could feel that her affection 
and sympathy were no less necessary to him than they had 
ever been. Poor Isabella's part was a hard one; she 
had been the object of her mother's fondest love, — " It 
was," wrote one of the family, " an idolatry calculated to 
ruin any character less sweet than hers ;" and from this 
exclusive devotion she had now to decline on the affec- 
tions of those warmly attached to her indeed, but the 
first place in whose hearts was not theirs to give. Such 
changes have embittered many ; but whatever were Isa- 
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bella's secret feelings,8he came forward, warmly and cheer- 
fully, to welcome her new HJster, and quietly dropping 
uut of her correspondence to her brother those half-uncon- 
scious self- revealinga which are neverwritten for more than 
one, she continued in her usual cheerful, pleasant strain 
to tell him of all things likely to interest him and his 
wife. Every now and then a passing remark that her 
" letters are dull because she knows notliing now," — 
" no one tells her anything now,"^falls sadly on the ear, 
but she passes lightly on, and writes fidly and frequently 
of the affectionate thoughtfiilneBs for her manifested by 
all the family. 

A letter of Mr. Pitt's at this date allndes to a cir- 
cumstance too characteristic of my grandfather to be 
passed over. "With regard to the payment of your 
debts, your ideas upon the subject of your wife's fortune 
are completely ridiculous ; for, take the case e conveiso, 
and suppose that the fortime is on your side, and that 
from imprudences the other party is involved in con- 
siderable debts, whom, notwithstanding her want of 
fortune and perplexed state of afl'airs, you had, by 
manying her, proved yourself to prefer to all woman- 
kind. It is not only an equitable request, but the other 
party ought to insist upon it if your romantic head leads 
you to refuse it." " Credit your house accoujits, — let 
system manage your expenses ;" is always the burden of 
Mr, Pitt's ad\iee ; henceforth there were to be two to 
spend, and no one to keep the accoimts. 
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CHAPTER THE SEVENTH. 

1780 to 1781. 
BERLIN. 

My grandfather returned to Berlin in the spring of 1780 
— ^retumed^ as he says^ to find '' nature buried in sand, 
and mankind in slavery ;" and with so many regrets for 
the '' clear streams, green fields, and stirring interests of 
English life/' that, had the '' attraction to Berlin been 
less powerful than it was/' he might have found it a 
hard task to tear himself away from home. '^ Would 
that men could be turned out to grass like horses, and 
that I had been wicked enough to have been sent a- 
grazing with Nebuchadnezzar !" On his way back to his 
post he stayed a few days in Paris to consult doctors, 
and writes of the impression he received there, to a 
friend at home, in the following words : — " I never made 
so interesting a visit to the capital of our enemies. 
They are perfectly disgusted with the war and their 
ministers. The name of an Englishmen has again risen 
to its sterling value ; and were it not for the trust they 
put in our divisions at home, I do not believe they 
would continue the war six weeks.^ You have no idea 
of the avidity with which ils s'arrachent le * Courrier dc 

^ Before the year closed, M. Necker, ''as the leading minister in 
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I'Europe,' and the admiration they have for le grand M. 
Bourique,^ and his syatem of economy. I breukfastcd 
every morning with the flower of the young men of 
Paris, at the Marquia de Voyer's, where politics were 
the constant theme, and everything they knew was debitfe 
avec toute la franchise et toiite rfctourderic qui lenr aont 
propres, I saw Beveral of the officers who were at Sa- 
vannah, and who have the greatest respect for our sana 
culottes ever since that business, Koailles is a d — d 
coxcomb, sajs everything eiiil in the presence of an 
Englishman, and is, 1 uiidcrgtaiid, one of the most bare- 
faced liars of the many France is blessed with. . , . 
As for myself, I fear nothing in France but the dark eyes 
of the Countess Jules."' 

How soon the public acknowledgment of his marriage 
followed upon Iiis return to Berlin, and what was the 
sensation it created, are circumstances of which we are 
left in ignorance; but in hia letters, written in June 
1780, he talks openly of liis wife and of his plans of life; 
and towards the autumn his house seems to have become 
the point de niunion for a very agreeable society. 1780 
and 1781 are marked as white years in my grandfather's 



I'aria, addressed a secret letter to Lord North expressing a strong Jeaira 
totreat." — Mahon't Biat. Hng. voL vii. p. 80. 

1 Bnrke. 

• Countesi Jules de Polignsc, tlia favouritB Mend of Mario Antoinette. 
Alter Mr. Elliot's retam from Paris be filed among Ida jiapers notes 
from Baron de Grinun ; from L'Abbe Eaynal, asking him to go with 
liim to dinner at tl. Necki'r's ; from Comlt-sae Sclionnalnlf, begging 
him to meet d'Alenibert and La Harpa ; &om the Due de Guiset ; 
from d'Argeoaon, de Sauseure, etc. 
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history; they were spent entirely at Berlm, except 
during yery short excursions in the neighbourhood ; and 
we gather from ahnost every letter that he was happier 
than he had ever been before. '' Berlin is dull and in- 
sipid/' he wrote, '^ but that is nothing to me. I have 
at home all that I require." His unusual regularity as 
a correspondent is remarked on by his family and friends ; 
and they in their turn are desired to write frequently of 
pleasant things to amuse ''Charlotte." ''My wife is 
so fond of your letters," he wrote to Sir Gilbert, " that 
I can think of no better way of teaching her English 
than by begging you to write to her often, and to make 
her answer in English." Her picture was painted for 
Sir Gilbert, and great were the discussions as to the 
backgrounds and hues of drapery which should do most 
justice to her blue eyes and brilliant skin. " If you take 
half as much charge of your wife's appearance as you 
did of mine," said Mrs. Eden, " I pity her from my 
heart" Whether the family ever received this picture 
or not remains untold ; but an unknown miniature found 
in a desk of my grandi&ther's, and given to me last year, 
agrees so entirely with the description in his letters of 
the looks and dress of his wife, when sitting for her 
portrait at this time, that we can have no doubt any 
longer as to whom belonged those long fair curls and sky- 
blue draperies. The picture, in a curiously-worked gold 
frame, is well preserved, but the back has been removed. 
It probably once contained hair, or a name or date. 

In looking over such a correspondence as this, the 
map of a whole life is unrolled before one. The starting- 
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point and the goal, the sunsliine and the rain-cloud, are 
seen together. The eamc glance shows us the cause 
and consequence of action, the visions of hope, and the 
experiences of reality, the growth and decay of fiiend- 
ships, the rapid Buccession of gladness and grief; and 
thus, looking " before and after," and pondering over 
what might have been, w)iat hag been, and what may be 
again, the thought rit«;s in one's mind, that, if there be 
in other apherea spectatorB of these shifting scenes of 
life, they see few sadder sights on earth than the dawn 
of human joy. 

Mr. Elliot's home, with its beautifiil yoimg wife and 
its pleasant society, seems somewhat to have effaced the 
visions of cots beneath a Lowland hill, among purling 
streams and green bowers, for in the course of 1780 he 
wrote in very dissuasive tones to a brother diplomatist,^ 
who, like himnclf in former days, entertained notions of 
throwing up his foreign appointment to rusticate at home : 
— " Permit me to advise you to go to England before 
you resolve to ask for your retraite. Except you are 
master of £2000 per annum, believe me, England is no 
place to be idle in. The very wear and tear of society 
is necessai^, and you will be miserable in any society but 
the best. There is no mediiun. All those I saw who 
had left the foreign line regretted it. I repeat it 
— England is not the countty for an idle man ; an idle 
duke with £20,000 a year s'y ennuie k p^rir ; judge how 
much more au idle gentleman with a mere sustenance 
must languish." 

' To Sir T. Wrougbton. 
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Berliu was at this time a very dull reBidence for 
any one seeking the pleasures of Hoeicty. Tlie growing 
infirmities of the King had increaHcd the natural irri- 
tability of bis temper to a degree which made him on 
object of dread to all who came within reach of his 
Budden outbreaks. 

Of the foreign DiiniHters, as many as could kept at 
a diatanee from the Court; and when to general ill- 
Immour was added a particular diHaatiafactiou with 
England,^ Mr. Elliot found himself singled out for special 
marks of the Kiug'w ill-will. 

On t/te 23d May he wrote to Lord Stormont : — 
" The King has been on horseback these three last 
mornings before five o'clock, in the coldest weather ever 
known in this season ; I never saw him more active or 
in better spirits. Yesterday, at the lev^e, he addressed 
himself principally to the French miniMter ; and, after 
asking the news of tbc day, told Admiral Byng's story 
last war with more linmour than I imagined that tragical 
event could have admitted oL Tlie King, in his prii'ate 
conversation, often treats the fataliticB our naval officera 
aBcribo to winds and weather as mere excuses for their 
own miafortimea or misconduct : ' Si j'avais uno flotte, 
je chasser^ les vents dc la mer,' is an espressioa his 
Majesty made use of several times this winter, when he 
read the complaints of both sides against an enemy be 
believes often called in to the aasistance of an unable or 
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' The late eaciwww ot ths Court or Vieunn at SL Petersburg wei 
auiipwwd, nt Berlin, to lie in jmrt dui' to the " macliiiifttionj " of S 
James Harris. Eugliah miuiater tlien.'. 
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im¥rillmg admiral. Yesterday he repeated that he did 
not conceive how it sometimes happened that both 
French and English ' trouvaient le vent contraire' in 
their naval engagements.''^ 

'* No one can tell," wrote my grandjEather,^ " the 
misery of appearing in public here in moments of 
disgrace and defeat. In my public despatches I 
dwell less upon the general ill-humour of the King, 
and his particular dissatis&ction with England, than 
I might be warranted to do, were it not an ungrateful 
task to expose the weakness of humanity in prey 
to the infirmities of age and an irritable constitu- 
tion. It is sufficient to say that sudden starts of 
passion hurry him (the King) beyond the bounds 
of reason. In one of these Maltzahn was recalled; 
and since the Chancellor's disgrace none of His 
Majesty's ministers count upon the stability of their 
places." 

The recall of M. Maltzahn fix)m London, and the 
appointment to that post of an ^' ill-conditioned fellow, 
merely to spite the English cabinet," gave occasion to 
one of Mr. Elliot's happiest repartees. " What do they 
say of in London?" asked Frederick, tauntingly. 

^ Captain Elliot, writing to his nephew Hugh about this time, says, 
** I always admired your king as a general, and, from what you tell me 
of his sayings, I cannot help tliinking he would also make a most excel- 
lent admiral. I wish to God he would come here and command our 
fleet ; 1 would serve under him with more pleasure than any British 
seaman. I think we should be better, too, if he had the command of 
both our Houses of Parliament, for our d — d boasted constitution will 
sink us to the bottom of . " 

2 To Lord Stormont, July 1780. 
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" Digne repr^ntant de Votre Majesty ; " replied Mr. 
Elliot, bowing to the ground.^ 

That the King's ministers were justified in their 
opinion of the precariousness of the tenure by which 
they retained office, was proved in the course of the fol- 
lowing year by the sudden dismissal of Baron de Borck 
— an event which caused a great sensation at the time, 
and is thus related by my grandfietther : — 

'^ During my absence" — ^he and his wife had been on 
a visit to the charming Prince and Princess of Anhalt 
Dessau, who are quoted by him and others as models of 
every virtue — ^' during my absence a singular event took 
place. I called on Baron Borck the night of my 
return to ask what news. ' None of consequence to the 
public,' replied he, ' though there is a bit of news not a 
little interesting to myself — ^I this morning received my 
dismission.' Judge of my surprise I He was at that 
moment supposed to be in great fieivour, and was destined 
by the voice of the public to be named Minister of State. 
His ingenious wife had scraped together a motley troop 
of comedians who acted in his coach-house. Upon this 
theatre Baron Borck's fortune split The king wrote to 
him : * Si vous voulez 6tre com^dien vous ne pouvez rester 
k mon service ; il fieiut opter entre le th^&tre et votre poste. 
Riponse — ' Sire, Les incommodit^s de ma femme Fayant 
obligee de se renfermer chez elle, elle avait assemble quel- 
que acteurs qui donnferent des representations sur un 
th^tre dans ma maison it des soci^t^s particuliferes.' — On 
ajouta qu'on les avait renvoy^s, et qu'on se flattait que Sa 

Moore*8 Jonmals. 
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Majeste escusemit luie inadvertence dont on n'aurait paa 
^t^ capable, si on avait eu lieu de croirc qu'elle aurait 
^t^ d^sagr^able k Sa Majeate, Seconds lettre — ' Je vous 
prie de prendre votre congd au plus vite." To another 
correspondent Mr. Elliot saya ;— " On assure que le Presi- 
dent de Police avait douu^ avis que lea miniatrcs Stran- 
gers payaient ; cettc Hydre qui renait i, tout instant i 
Berlin malgr^ tons lea efforts pour rextemiiner, Cepen- 
daiit je crois qu'il eat avtJnS qu'ils n'ont jamais pay6 que 
de leiirs personnea." 

Priests and academicians were made to feel the force 
of the royal will. On the 30th May 1780 the first were 
ordered to perform a mass, and the aecond to assiat at it, 
for the repose of the soul of M. de Voltaire ! — a solemn 
satire, at which the spectators, struck with a sense of its 
abaurdity, " observed neither decorum nor decency," 

The army came in for its share of the royal dis- 
pleasure. In June 1"81 Mr. EUiot wrote— "The heat 
of this warm season causes aevere suffering among the 
troops. The King lias been leaa aatisfied this year thou 
usual with the garrison of Berlin, and has ordered them 
to be more severely exercised. An old officer lately 
threw himself in the King's way and asked for support. 
Infirmities and j^e had driven him out of the service. 
He could no longer bear the fatigue which had broken 
bif! constitution. The King answered that he must have 
recourse to his talents, and if these did not suffice, to 
the humanity of others. ' Vous voudriez que je demand- 
asse I'anmOne ? HS bien ! je commence par m'addreaser 
Ji Votre Maje8t(5 ;' and, at the same time, stretched out 
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his hat m a enippliant posture. The King answered^ 
' J'aurai soin de youb, mais ne le dltes k- personne.' 
Indeed, the number of those reduced to the like circum- 
stances is incredible." 

The heats of summer passed, but the king^s temper 
did not cool; and Mr. Liston, in the course of the 
autumn, wrote somewhat disrespectfully of His Majesty, 
as follows : — ^^ The old fellow was in perfect good humour 
the first day, and as cross as the deyil the two last days 
of manoeuvres. He was particularly severe on the gens- 
d'armes — ^told them they had done nothing but Schwein^- 
reyen, that they were a parcel of Windbetitelsy Berlinische 
Hqfleute, and so forth. They say his ill-humour was 
much owing to a letter he received by the Friday's post 
from Russia, in which the Empress b^s, or rather in- 
sists, he will give regiments to the two princes of Wur- 
temberg. He does not wish to comply, and does not 
know how to refuse." ^ 

The absence of the usual splendours of a Court, and 
the extreme difficulty of even obtaining a sight of the 
King,^ deprived Berlin during the last years of Frederick 
the Great of the attractions which had drawn so many 
young Englishmen to Grcrmany in Mr. Elliot s early 
days. 

Of the group of gay young men who had met together 

1 Mr. Liston, at Berlin 25th September 1781, to Mr. Elliot at 
Dessau. 

' No presentation could be made to the King except through the 
interest of some member of his small court at Potsdam. A foreign 
minister residing in Berlin could only give a letter of introduction to 
one of these. 
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at Munich in the sommer of 1775, three ^ were akeady 
sleeping ''the sleep that knows no morrow;" and the 
two BuryivorSy Mr. Elliot and Mr. Pitt^ were settled down 
to the serious business of life — the latter as a pains- 
taking M.P., the former as a rang^ p^re de fiunille ; the 
services of Lacoste, that merriest of Scapins and best of 
hairdressers, were no longer required ; and a good Eng- 
lish nurse was found to be the most important person in 
the household. In April 1781 Mr. Elliot's first child 
was bom — a daughter — to whom the Princess of Prussia 
and Lady Harris became godmothers. The Prince and 
the Princess of Prussia showed constant kindness to my 
grandfather ; and there are several letters fit>m her in 
this correspondence, all very kind and gracious, but with 
one exception, scarcely interesting enough for insertion. 
Ltfidy Harris's lively answer to a letter fit>m her old 
friend Hugh, which he had apparently written in some- 
what solemn strain, to ask her sponsorship for his little 
daughter, is worth transcribing : — 

St. Petersbwrgy May bth-lQthy 1781. 
My dear Brother— 1 received your epistle yesterday 
to my very great and agreeable surprise. This is, then. 
No. 1 of our correspondence ; (3od knows whether we 
shall ever get out of the teens, or indeed into them. I 
look upon your letter to be very much in the style of the 
Prodigal Son the two or three first days he spent at 
home. Tis written as if you had just returned fix)m 
confession, and with all the humility of a sinner who has 

^ Mr. Hanrey, Mr. Stanley, and Lord Lindsay, afterwards Duke of 
Ancaster. 

P 
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just been rebuked. You have, however, too bad an 
opinion of yourself, for you have too good a heart (and, 
indeed, a head not amiss when it takes a right turn), not 
to be a good husband and a good fattier, as you have 
always been a good son, brotlier, and friend, though now 
and then a teazing and a chagrining one. I readily 
accept the offer of your daughter; she cannot fail of 
being handsome, and, above all things, I flatter myself, 
will have your nose, my dear old friend. I sometimes 
think over past times, and reflect that if anybody had 
told UB when we sat upon my couch, you at my sick feet 
by my flre^de in George Street, that in four years I 
ahotdd be writing to you from Petersbni^, to you a 
married man at Berlin, that we should have looked 
upon them as worthy of a strait waistcoat. Ail I can 
say is, that I can never be more attached to you, and 
wish you more sincerely well than I did then, and that 
this attachment will ever continue the same, and as truly 
as if you were my own brother. Your wife will always, 
as such, be entitled to my regard. I do not doubt that 
she does not want that motive for me to bestow it upon 
her. You are really very modest about the Princess of 
Bnuufwick, for 'twas your cruelty drove her to admire 
P — — ; I fear his constancy is not so great as hers, 
indeed the object is not so worthy on his side. I write 
this, spending a solitary evening at home, a thing which 
appears very extraordinary to me who am little used to 
it. I have been ill a few days of fitvre de fluxion, et le 
volage Harris is gone gadding for an hour or two. In 
general one sees a great deal of the world and its vani- 
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'. believe 't 



ter mettiod of 
disgusting with them than all the commoD preceptR. 
Vou ask me if England is my passion ; I answer, more 
so tlian ever, and my ambition a small circle of friends, 
and a great part of tliat small number Elliots — I admit 
willingly the rfomfs(«;a(ed ones. . . . Your brother is, as 
yOQ well know, the moat perfect of human creatures ; he 
is one of the high finished works of the Creator. Maria 
is a good girl, but most excessive thoughtless and wants 
keeping in order. As to His Excellency, you may recol- 
lect we have talked him over now and then ; he is the 
same wolf, and I the same lamb aa ever, but our friend- 
ship is notwithstanding as well cemented as that of those 
animals was in the golden age. Odd as wc all are, we 
shall be very happy to spend a great deal of our time 
together. 

"The Cobentzels^ are naturally well received here. 
They continue the same aversion for soap and water, 
and especially the gentleman, who since his mourning^ 
has been more ugly and dirty than ever. They give b 
number of great dinners and suppers, and think to stop 

■ people's moutlis, as house-robbers do mastiffs', by GlliDg 
them. She is extremely clover in her way ; but it is not 
a merciful one, and like justice, spares neither friend 
nor foe. We live daily a great deal together, as indeed 
all the body are much united. The Frenchman is not 

I for Sir James, but by a mutual eonveotion (you see I 
hat 



' M. de Cobeotzel hod bMn the Aaattiaa n 
had lately goae horn thence to St. Peteraburg, 
' Probably for the Emprea Queen. 



t Berlin, and 
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make use of technical tenns), his children come here^ 
and I, Sir James's child, go to his house. The Ambassa- 
dors are forbidden fruit ; though^ if that our mother Eve 
ate of was as little tempting, her fieiux pas was inexcus- 
able indeed. Numbers of the Russians inquire after you 
with the greatest regard — Count Michel Bomanzow^ 
Count Simon Woronzow, M. de Barbarodka, and a 
hundred others. 

" My children are well ; the boy begins to talk, and 
will be able to say soft things before your daughter can 
understand theuL My girl is charming for nine months. 
Qod bless you I Je vous charge de bien des choses de 
ma part k Madame Elliot ; pour ce qui est de M. Harris, 
je lui laisse le soin de parler de lui-mSmc. Si vous 
politiqiiez autant que lui, clle trouvera n'ayoir ^pous^ 
qu'une vieille gazette. — ^Ever yours most affectionately, 

" H. M. Harris." 
In the course of the summer of 1781, Sir Gilbert 
paid his brother a visit of a week, on his way through 
Berlin to Petersburg, whither he was hastening to escort 
his sister-in-law. Lady Harris, back to England, her 
presence being required there on matters of family busi- 
ness. This yisit was a great pleasure to both brothers, 
and many allusions occur in the subsequent correspond- 
ence to the pleasing impression made on Sir Gilbert by 
the beauty and agreeability of Hugh's wife, and the 
happiness of his home. Of Sir Gilbert Hugh wrote, 
" He appeared to me quite a giddy young man, at least 
ten years younger than myself, so prudent and steady 
liave I become." Perhaps his account of himself in a 
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letter to Lady Harris, in which he answered some play- 
ful remarifs ou his fonner ways, was quite as near the 
truth : — " After all," lie said, " I find nothing is so like 
aa unmarried mau as a married man." 

The paucity of English travellers io Berliu during 
the summer of 1781 ia commented on by Mr. Elliot 
with some satisfaction — more than one legacy, in the 
shape of bad debts and dishonoured bills, having been 
left liim in the previous year by his travelling country- 
men ; but two travellers passed through Berlin in the 
summer, who made nu small scusatiou — the Bishop of 
Osnabnick (Duke of York), " full of health and spirits, 
prodigious handsome, and very civil ;" and Baron Dime- 
dale, physician to the Empress of Russia, who came to 
Berlin by her desire, for the special purpose of inoculating 
the children of the Prince of Prussia. 

Mr. Elliot tells the Baron's curious story in a letter 
to the Baronne de Wrech : — " Un homme singulier a 
quitt^ cette capitale avant hier — n6 Quaker, il r6va une 
belle nuit qu'il dovieudrait Baron; qu'il recevnut en 
groa et en dt^tail vingt-trois milloa Uvres sterling, et cinq 
cent livres sterling par an ; qu'il dincrait avcc dee Em- 
pereurs et des ImixJratricea ; qu'il ecrait niombre du 
Parlement d'Angletcrre ; qu'il porterait bourse ct ^p^e, 
et qu'il ne dirait plus ni Tu ni Tot. Lcs Quakers, ses 
confrtres, lui direut. — Mon ami, tu n'ea ni beau ni blanc, 
ni jcune ni grand ; tu radotes, nc coute plus tes rdves. 
Le r6veur a ceiwudant eu roison. Le Baron Dimsdale 
vient d'arriver pour la seconde fois do la Russie, chai^ 
de toutes les ricUeaaes dont la magniScenco dc I'lmp^ra- 
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trice Tavait foumL De plus il portait une lettre pour le 
Prince de Prusse^ le recommandant comme rhomme le 
plus digne d'inoculer les h^ritiers de cette monarcliie.'' 

Luckily for the Prussian dollars, the children had 
been inoculated, and the Baron's services were not 
required. 

While Berlin offered so little to amuse my grand- 
fiftther and his lively gossip-loving cdterie, letters from 
abroad were particularly welcome ; and, before coming 
to the more interesting ones from England, it may be 
worth while to glance at the correspondence he kept up 
at this period, with unusual regularity, with some of his 
brother diplomatists at foreign courts. 

From Sir James Harris he heard constantly. I have 
already transcribed some passages from the letters they 
interchanged while Mr. Elliot's matrimonial affairs were 
pending, and the more serious and official portions of 
the correspondence are of little interest now; but the 
general opinions entertained by so clever a man as Sir 
J. Harris of the Russian court and countiy are curious 
and entertaining, more especially as he was personally 
au mieux in that court, treated with distinction by the 
Empress, and high in the confidence of Potemkin. 

After writing on private concerns, he goes on, in one 
of his letters, as follows : — 

" Now for a word on this countiy : You know its 
extent, its high reputation — nothing but great deeds are 
done in it. 

'^ The monarch is an arrant woman — a vain, spoilt 
woman — with more masculine than manly virtues, and 
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more female vices than wealmesees. The men in ^bigli 
life, Dionkejs grafted on bears ; and those in lower, bears 
not inoculated. Religion, virtue, and morality, nowhere 
to be Found ; honour cannot be expressed in this lan- 
guage. There is no reward for good actions, though 
immense liberality, ill bestowed ; no punishment for any 
crimes. The face of the country in tills neighbourhood 
is a desert ; the climate never made to be lived in. The 
Russians are, in my opinion, very great, because they 
are inaccesaihle ; and from the mere local advantages of 
being able to furnish other nations with more articles 
than they need receive from them. You will naturally 
suppose living here not very comfortable ; but I am sure 
of good society at home. Knaves and fools are as good 
company in u crowd as saints and pliilosophers." 

In other letters he talks of the magnificent dimen- 
sions of the apartments, and the reckless expenditure of 
the court and nobility — the profiise splendour of their 
grand entertainments, coutra,sting painfully with the 
utter want of finish and of comfort in their every-day 
habits and arrangements, and the squalid poverty meet- 
ing one at every turn. " Force pierreries, pen de linge" 
might have been the motto of the Russian empire at this 
period. 

In the autumn of 1780 the Prince of Prussia bad 
been sent by his uncle to St Petersburg, in the hope that 
his soldier-like presence and manners might efface the 
impression which had been made on Catharine by the 
graceful appearance and somewhat romantic air of the 
Emperor of Austria, who, as Count Falkenstein, had 
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visited the Imperial Court some time before. These 
hopes were^ however, frustrated, and Sir J. Harris wrote 
to Mr. Elliot, on the 12th September 1780, the follow- 
ing amusing account of the Prince's want of success : — 

" He appears to her heavy, reserved, and awkward, 
and her reception struck him as but formal and unpro- 
mising. The Empress, usually very talkative, took no 
further notice of him last evening than decency and 
common attention required. He has too much good 
sense to believe those who would make him believe he 
has no cause for dissatisfaction. He has no confidence 
in his suite, and justly considers them as spies set out 
about him by his uncle. 

" On Sunday she broke off abruptly her card-party, 
and, as I was sitting next her, gave me to understand it 
was because she was worn out by the silliness of the 
Prince of Prussia, who sat on the other side of her. 

" The Prince de ligne,^ on the other hand, is received 
with uncommon distinction. 

" The Prince continues to be a dead weight on the 
Empress, and she has at last ordered her private secre- 
taiy to tell M. de Panin very plainly that he must 
contrive to get him away soon, as she felt that if he 
stayed much longer she might say something rude to 
him. However strange this may appear, I can assure 
you it is fact, though I believe no one but myself is 
acquainted with it. In public she treats him with a 
coolness and reserve quite'foreign to her character." 

Another Imperial Court furnished more cheerful 

' Austnan Minister. 



1781] 



LETTERS FROM VIENNA. 



217 



Bubjects for descriptiou ; aud the letters of M. Cli5ment, 
miiuBter of Saxony at tlie Court of Vienna, written in 
the course of the autumn of 173 1, seem tu have been 
weitiomed with especial favour by the family party (which 
included Mr. Liston) at Berlin. 

For Vienna and its society my grandfather always 
retained a sort ofjirst-love sentiment. " Je tous avouc," 
he said, " que je n'ai jamais trouvii de at^joiu- depuia oh 
jc me suis autant plu qu'h, Viemie, peut-fitre aussi vu 
par le m^ium de la sant^, de la gaiet^, et dc la jeimesse. 
Parlez-moi des plai^irH, des promenades, des fenuues, 
pour plaire k la mienne." To this letter M. Clement 
replies — " Lea grandcs villes se ressemblent si fort par le 
genre et le ton de la socii^t^ qii'i) n'y a rien de piquant 
oa d'extr&ordinaire dans ecUe oh je me trouve. Les 
homines d'ici, gen^ralement parlant, sent encore fort en 
arri^re pour les lumiferes et les agnSinens de Tesprit. 
Leurs couversationa sont par consequence fort afeches — 
elles rouleut Bur le jeu, sur les plus mis^rables nourelles 
du jour, sur les chcvaux, ct, pamii ceux qui veulent faire 
les entendus, sur lc8 arts. Les honmies les plus dignee 
d'etre connua se trouvent dans le inilitaire, et sont pour 
la plupart des (Strangers. L'(5t4t civil n'en oSFre que trfea 
peu. Les fcmmes valent infininient uiienx. Sans avoir 
beaucoup de fonds elles ont pour la plupart ee vemia qui 
lea rend ^r6able3, inti^resaantes mfinic pour la aocitite. 
Les dames qui donnent le ton dans la bonne compagnie 
de la premiere classe sont tr6s aimables. 11 faut vous 
nommer Mcsdames de Thun, Pcfgen, la Princesse Fran- 
^oise Lichtenstein, la Priiicesac Cliarle Lichtenstein, la 
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Comiesse HmeBt Ejiuiiitz, etc. etc., qui toutea possMent 
des qualit^B easentielles et brillantes. Parmi les jeimes 
dames il n'y en a gu^ies qui aendent des prodiges par la 
beauts. Je ne sauraifi vous en dter aucune qui ait par- 
tag^ de y^nus la forme et la ceinture comme la beauts 
qui £Edt le bonheur de vos jours. 

*' D'ailleurs il r^;ne dans toutes les soci^t^ beaucoup 
d'aisance. Point de roideur, ni de hauteur ni d*etiquette, 
moins mdme que dans la capitale de Brandebourg, si 
vant^ par sa philosophic et son triomphe sur les pr^ 
jug^ L'on ne pent en accuser que quelques-unes des 
Princesses de Tempire qui se trouvent ici, et que Ton 
nomme d'aprfes une grande autorit^ par ddrision ' les 
Nous.' Les assemble ont lieu tons les jours dans les 
maisons de la grande noblesse, oil tons ceux qui y sont 
pr^sent^s ont la permission de se rendre, dommagc que 
lorsque trois personnes sont assemble dans im endroit, 
Ton ne pent se dispenser d'avoir les cartes k t^moin. II 
est vrai que la conversation ne se soutiendrait gufere, il 
7 a si peu de personnes qui y foumiraient quelque chose. 
D n'est jamais question de souper, mais tons les jours un 
certain nombre de personnes est invito k diner. An 
reste, cette soci^t^ est la seule qui pent passer pour 
vdritablement int^ressante ; ellc n'est proprement com- 
posde que du corps diplomatique et d'un certain nombre 
des personnes de la ville et de la cour, les deux tiers du 
reste de la soci^t^ n'y paraissant jamais. L'on Mt en 
gdn^ral une tr^s grande d^pense ici — rint^rieur des 
maisons, le nombre des chevaux et des domestiques, sur- 
tout les officiers dlidtel, demandent de fortes sommes.'' 
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After describing the beauties of tlie Prater, the Au- 
gartCD, and other places of resort at Vienua, M. Clement 
goes on, " Pourtant, Ic nombre des promeneurs et pro- 
meneusea n'est pas considerable ici — lea fenimes ^tant 
occupies le matin de Icura toilettes et de la devotion, et 
obliges d'etre habill^ea lea apr^s diners pour aller ae 
Qiontrer le soir aux spectacles uu aus aasembl^es, leurs 
bijoux aout superlies." 

In another letter M. C16neiit describes the arrival of 
the Count and Countess dc Nord : — " Nous poes^dons 
depuis huit jours M. le Comte et Madame la Gomtesse 
du Nord.^ L'Empereur n'^paigne rien, ni en d^penaea, 
ni eu attentions d^licates but tout ce qui puiase lea 
amuscr et les iut^resser. Son projet eat de ne pas lee 
accabler par une foule turbuleuto de parties de plaiair, 
et de leur laiaaer some part of their time to be spent in a 
com/urtaile way. Le Grand Due et la Grande Buebesae 
sortcnt souvent seula pour voir ies choses les plus re- 
niarquables dans cette capitate. Toute Etiquette et 
g6nc eat bamiie de leur mani^re de yivre ici. U n'y a 
point de cour ehez ens, il ne a'eat paa m€me fait dee 
presentations en rigle des personnes d'ici et des Strangers. 
Le lendemain dc leur arrivtkt tout le monde a pasa^ & la 
porte du Comte et dc la Comteaae du Nord, pour y 
porter des cartes. Suivant I'intention de TEmpereiir, 
cea visites ont it^ renduea de mfiBic, M. le Comte du 
Kord ayant paBS(5 k quelqucs portes lui-meme, et ajont 
envoy^ k d'autres ses cartes. Le jour du bal par«S I'Em- 
pereur a pr^aente k cea AlteaBes ImpeHales les Ambassa- 

' Grand Duke Paul of Eu«i», aud his wife a FrinccM of WurtemberR. 
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deursy Ministres, G^n^rauXy etc Lea Altesses Busses 
et Wurtembergeoises dinent et soupent r^guliferement 
ensemble — rEmpereur et rArchiduc Maximilien sont 
quelquefois de la partie. Enfin tout va comme il plait 
au Seigneur — sans £Edre beaucoup de projets et d'arrange- 
ment, et tout le monde est content except^ quelques sots 
hupp^s^ qui font les importants, et ne se trouvent pas 
assez distingu^s dans cette occasion. Les Ministres 
Strangers du second ordre ne sont pas des mieux trait^s 
— ^il n est nuUe part question d'eux^ il n'y a que les Am- 
bassadeurs auquels on &it un pen finesse. lis ont soup6 
au dernier bal de Schoenbrunn^ k la table de I'Empereur^ 
oik se trouyaient les principaut^ de Russie^ de Wurtem- 
berg, et celles de Fempire — c'cst-^-dire, des premiferes 
maisons, telles que Saxe^ Mecklenbourg^ etc. Cette fK^te 
^tait belle — Filluniination, la quantity et la qualit6 des 
plats, des vins, et des rafratchissements, tout 6tait dans 
le meilleur ordre possible. II y avait plusieurs quadrilles 
composes de diff^rentes soci^tc^s de la ville, habill^es en 
matelots, en guerricrs, en Hongrois, en Cossaques. Les 
guerriers Femportaient sur les autres par la beauts ct les 
agrdmens des femmes qui se trouyaient dans cette so- 
ci^t^ ; Myladi Derby en <5tait. L'intention dc FEmpcreur 
de n'admettre k ce bal que des personnes d'un dehors 
agn^ble n'a pas 6t6 tout h fait remplie. Au reste, il y 
manquait aussi cette toumure gaie sans laquelle ces 
fi^tes n'amusent pas jusqu'au bout.'' 

Of the Emperor Joseph, M. C16ment writes : — " Son 
gouvemement est dignc de la plus grande attention. 
L'Empereur donne les plus belles ordounances pour 
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r^onomie de ses finances, pour radministration int^- 
rieure, et pour la propagation des lumi^res parmi sa 
nation. II n'y a rien de plus franc, et de plus popu- 
laire, que sa mani^re de yivre et ses conversations. 
Toute contrainte et toute Etiquette est bannie de sa cour. 
n n'y parait en public que les Dimanches matin en 
sortant de la messe. II n'y h plus de receptions k la 
Cour oil les dames assistent. H yient de choisir, parmi 
les 1325 chambellans de sa cour, 36 qui resteront atta- 
ches k sa personne, et jouiront de quelques prerogatives 
que les autres n'auront pas — c'est une distinction qu'il a 
voulu marquer k ceux qu'il a nomm^s." 

In these letters of M. Clement there are many pas- 
sages which show the estimation in which Mr. Elliot's 
society was held by those who had opportunities of 
living in it : " Oil retrouverai-je le charme de nos entre- 
tiens ? — ^La societe deiicieuse de la chbre famille anglaise 
k Berlin ne se retrouve nulle part;" and such expres- 
sions are not peculiar to M. Clement, for among masses 
of letters from English travellers, Russian princes, 
German and French diplomatists, soldiers and savans, 
there are few in which no allusions are made to my 
grandfather's remarkable superiority of mmd, to his 
pTers of conversation, and iSchal of manner; while 
Mrs. Elliot's beauiy, and Mr. liston's good sense, are 
not forgotton. Wit and gaieiy, and kindness and ease, 
combined to make society delightful under the roof of 
the English legation at Berlin. 
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CHAPTER THE EIGHTH. 

1780 to 1782. 
LONDON AND BERLIN. 

TfltB two yean which had heexk spent by my grand&ther 
in the tranquilliiy of a happy home had not been 
uneyentful ones to his &mily in England* The first 
letter written to Hugh by Sir Gilbert^ a few days after 
the former had set out for Berlin, told him of Rodney's 
victory off Cape St Vincent (16th January 1780), and 
of the distinction gained by Captain Elliot^ in the 
action ; and the same letter describes the effect produced 
on the writer by Mr. Burke's great speech on the altera- 
tion of the Crown Revenues — " a speech worthy of a 
true patriot." The naval action has been recorded in all 
subsequent histories of the time, and it is hardly needful 
to repeat here the rumours, the fears, and the hopes, 
which agitated the public mind in rapid succession before 
the event had been fully ascertained, or to dwell on the 
triumph with which the first five prizes were hailed as, 
under the chaige of the America, they hove in sight off 
the Lizard. Burke's great speech on the alteration of 
the Crown's Revenue and influence was a triumph of 
another kind, no less well-known to all students of 

1 John Elliot, son of the Lord Justice-Clerk. 
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English history ; but, on account of its subsequent influ- 
ence on the political sentiments and connections of the 
two brothers, it may Ije less rapidly passed over here. 

At the time of their father's death, Gilbert and Hugh 
Elliot had formed no political connection of their own ; 
Gilbert had come into Parliament a very few months 
before ; Hugh had already for some time been resident 
on the continent. The former was following the law as 
a profession, the profession of the second removed him 
from the influence of English pcditics, but kept him in 
relation with the party in power. Hugh, high-spirited 
and fiill of zeal for the military honour of the country, 
naturally sided with those politicians who were deter- 
mined to resist to the last any dismemberment of the 
empire, and who spumed a policy of conciliation arising 
out of the necessities of our position and our military 
fulurcs. Gilbert, on the other hand, was not formed by 
nature to be a thorough-going party man. Lilte Tre- 
v&nion in " The Caxtons," he was apt to sec the gold 
side of the shield, while his party were still swearing it 
to be silrer. When a "patriotic Duke " spoke to him, 
with evident glee, of the disasters of our army in 
America, he felt disgusted with the factious spirit which 
looked for parliamentary triumph in the humiliation of 
the country. But when Charles Fox ma<le one of his 
splendid orations, when Burke brought all the power of 
his great intellect to the exposition of liberal principles. 
Sir Gilbert could not, like Hugh, look on these men ns 
mere checks on the action of Government, or, like Mr. 
Eden, as outs trying to be i«a. 



224 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [1780-1 

A gradaaUy-growing despair of the home policy witli 
regard to the colonies, an ever-increasing distrust in the 
capacity of the men who guided the counsels of the 
country, a distaste for the tone and yiews of the sup- 
porters of Qoyemment, became more and more apparent 
in his letters. But, on the other hand, the party in 
power was the only one which, in defiance of failure, still 
professed to believe in the possibility of recovering the 
colonies, and refused '' to tarmsh the lustre of the empire 
by an ignominious surrender of its rights."^ While 
under the influence of these doubts and misgivings Sir 
Gilbert seems to have held somewhat aloof from the 
more active portion of his brother M.P.'s, and this had 
long been matter of r^ret to his friends ; but the speech 
of Mr. Burke, on Economical Reform, in the opening of 
the year 1780, decided him at once to " take part in a 
business with which," he wrote, " I am captivated ;" and 
from that time his relations with Burke became those of 
the most cordial intimacy. In the summer of 1780 the 
Gordon riots took place, and in Mr. Eden's opinion they 
produced a more general desire for union, coalition^ than 
he ever remembered to have seen before. The German 
story of the imps who would not be re-conjured into their 
bottle had received some practical illustrations during the 
scenes of riot with which London for days had been filled; 
and while there were military encampments in the parks 
to keep the people quiet, many notable leaders of parlia- 
mentary strife were disposed to mutual forbearance, rather 
than to ftirther agitation of the public mind. 

* Last speech of Lord Chatham. 
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Parliament was dissolved in October, and long before 
that the Elliots had set off for Minto ; but not this tiine 
with Isabella. She, who in brighter days had thought 
the annual viait to Minto " a great breach of society," 
now remained in London in a pied il terre which she 
took for herself in Chesterfield Street. " Though I shall 
now be under a roof of my own, I shall continue to find 
in the society of my brother and Maria my best happi- 
ness when they are within reach. My house is tlie 
sweetest small place in the world, neat and elegant, and 
seems made purposely for me ; and I have the Edens 
always close at hand."^ But before the year closed Mr. 
Eden was appointed to the Irish Secretaryship, and went 
with his family to reside in Ireland ; and in the follow- 
ing April, I7ftl, Isabella writes that "they are living, by 
their own account, in the greatest bustle for five days of 
every week, and the otlier two they shut themselves up 
in a house they have in Phconix Park, and see not a soul 
but themselves, the children, the d(^, Eind cats, and 
poultry. They are very well liked in Ireland." London 
was not without its share of bustle too, the Opera-house 
filling to overflowing by the attraction of Vestris's won- 
derful dancing. " The Queen haa given two balls, which 
were confined, in point of ladies, to the peerage. They 
were, I am told, very pleasant ones, but a vast deal 
of dancing. They began at nine and did not finish 
till five iu the morning; and every creature was ob- 
liged to dance every dance both up and down. I saw 
somebody the next day, whose feet were so blistered 
' IsabelU Elliot tf. Hugh Elliot. 
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that she could hardly stand. Cumberland House is 
open to eveiybody who chooses to go. The Duchess is 
very much liked, and will, I daresay, be a popular 
character." 

While Isabella was thus writing to her brother of the 
amusements of London, Sir Gilbert was on the road to 
Berlin, where, as we have already seen, he visited Hugh 
on his way to St Petersburg to escort Lady Harris to 
England ; '' a bit of knight-errantiy" which his sister 
was slightly disposed to laugh at However, this trip 
gave Isabella an opportunity of congratulating Hugh on 
the charming impression which Sir Gilbert brought home 
of his new sister, of Hugh's home, and of the baby 
'^ Isabella," who promised to be a brunette, and to have 
a nose as straight as Hugh's. 

Sir Gilbert had no doubt much to see, to hear, and 
to tell at Berlin ; and before the brothers parted they 
had an opportunity of comparing their more brilliant lots 
in life with that of poor Bob, from whom they received 
at this time a ^^ tragi-comical epistle," describing his 
country living as " the most solitary place in the world — 
not a soul to converse with, the only disturbance to my 
meditations the barking of a dog, and the cawing of a 
rookery; a supper of cold mutton and roasted potatoes." 
He was in despair, and '^ could think of nothing but 
matrimony with some woman who could talk," to find 
whom he was going instantly to York, where he had 
heard of such an one, " very fat and good-natured — to 
have in time a good deal of money." It is described, 
" on the whole, as a very moving letter." 
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Parliament met in November, B.nd, as usual, was the 
signal for a general move to London, Sir Gilbert, Lady 
Elliot, and Lady HarriR, settled themselves together 
under his roof in Park Street. Isabella returned from 
visiting various old friends near London, and re-esta- 
blished herself in her tiny house, where her many pur- 
suits, and the society of her family and friends, made her 
quiet life a contented and cheerful one. 

Early in December a debate, which ensued on a 
motion of Sir G. Lowther'a, proved the House to be 
agreed on the war in America, and that though it might 
contttiue some time longer for other reasons, no further 
attempt would be made to recover the dominion or 
resist the independency of the Colonies. 

Towards the middle of the month a gleam of checr- 
fuluesB was thrown over the political horizon by the 
intelligence that Sir Eyre Cooto had won a great victory 
over Hyder Ali — news not the less grat«ful to the English 
^ minister at Berlin, because the late fiufcesaes of that 
^h potentate had given rise to a passage of arms between 
^1 himself and the King. " For some time the relations 
^H between England and Prussia had not been cordial, and 
^M Frederick showed his bad humour by not addressing a 
^M word to Mr. Elliot at several succcsaive levf^ Mr. 
^M Elliot was indignant and burning to be revenged. Wlien 
^v at length, on the arrival of intelligence that Hyder Ali 
^H had mnde a successful and destructive inroad into the 
^H British territories in the Camatic, Frederick broke his 
^M long silence, asking — ' M. Elliot, qui est ce Hyder Ali 
^1 qui sait si btcn arranger vos affaires aux Indes?' Elliot 
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promptly replied — ' Sire, c'eat im vicux dcspote qui a 
beaucoup pill^ sea voieiiiH, maJB qui, Dicu mcrci, com- 
mence il radoter.' Mr. Elliot related tWs anecdote to 
my informant with much exultation, adding — ' Sir, it 
waa a revenge that Satan might have envied."*^ And 
Satan's envy might have reached its acmi5 when the 
news of Hyder Ali'e rcTereea produced an ebullition of 
spite from the King which gave Mr. Elliot an opening 
for a second and no less ready rejoinder. Commenting 
on the expressions of gratitude to Providence which 
accompanied the official narrative of Sir Eyre Coote's 
victory, the King remarked — " Je nc savais paa que la 
Providence filt de vos aili^a," " Le sen]. Sire, que notu 
nc payons pas,"^ was the reply. 

The first news of Admiral Eempenfeldt's action irith. 
the French fleet off Brest was hailed in London as a 
great naval victory; but though he had succeeded in 
canying off part of a convoy bound for the West Indies 
fi^m under the guns of a French fleet far outnumbering 
his own, yet, when eubsequent details were known, it 
was found that the success was a partial one, and that 

' 1 am indclitcd for this anecdote to the kindness of Sir John 
M'NeilL Tlifl late Lord Fortoacua used to tt'll the atoiy, with 
slight difierencas, as having heen related to him hy his father, who, 1 
believe, trss present at tho scene. 

' This repartee hss heen attributed by Thiebaolt to Sir Andrcrif 
Mitchell, the predecessor of Mr. Hftrria at Berlin. I have ttlways, how- 
ever, been told that Thiihuult had beea in error, and that it was uid 
on the occasion deacribal in tho text Thiihault's memorj was «oni»- 
times at fault. Thus he places the niisaioa of Mr, Elliot between those 
of Sir A. Mitchell and Mr. Harris, whereas Mr, Elliot succeeded Mr. 
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the action, by leaving the French fleet unharmed, could 
have no effect upon the war. 

The following letter addressed to Sir Gilbert, an(J 
enclosed by him to his brother, may be read with in- 
terest, as having been written by a very gallant sailor 
who took part in the battle. 

" Edgar, Ufh Decen^er 1781. 

" My dear Sir Gilbert — I have only time to write 
you a line to say that I, and everybody in this ship, are 
perfectly well after being shot at half-an-hour by the 
Triomphant (they say) ; except a few shots in our masts, 
sails, etc., the only misfortune that attends us is, the 
poor cow has lost her milk. On the 12th, at daylight, 
we saw a large fleet of ships, which we stood for, and 
found one squadron of them, four sail of the line, with 
a great many ships under their convoy. A few miles to 
the seaward of them there was a fleet of the line regularly 
drawn up ; we stood in between the two fleets, and took 
twenty or thirty of the transports, victuallers, etc., but, 
from the badness of the weather, the shortness of the 
day, and, above all, the nearness of the enemy's line, we 
could not take possession of them all, nor do we know 
how many we have ; nine is the most we have seen at a 
time, though, as several of our own ships are amissing, 
we are in hopes we shall have several more. The time 
I had the action with the Triomphant was when the 
convoy pushed down to join the line, I think the com- 
mander-in-chief did wondrous well to get a part of the 
convoy from so superior a force, for they are what yon 
Bee endorsed — we, twelve of the line — yu. six of three 



230 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [1781 

decks, four of 74, a 64, and a 60 ; out of the line— one 
of 81, four frigates, and a fire-ship. All the 13th we 
continued in sight of each other, the two lines ma- 
noDuyring ; and if we had not got the inclosed list from 
the prisoners, I believe the admiral would have engaged 
them. If we had, we must have had a bad hand of it, 
as they were nearly double of our force, for there were a 
great many frigates and armed ships not mentioned in 
the list — one we took of 24 guns. — J. Elliot."^ 

" Park Street, I8th December 1781. 
" My dear Hugh — In addition to the enclosed letter, 
I must add that Sir Richard Pearson, who is in town 
from the fleet, says that the Edgar, by her situation in 

* In 1760 Captain Elliot had greatly distinguished himself by the 
capture of the " pigmy fleet " of M. Thurot, who, in the command of 
three privateers, had made descents on the coasts of Scotland and Ire- 
land, burning two of His Msy'esty's ships. Captain Elliot, and the 
frigates under his command, came up with the invaders in the Channel, 
captured them, and took them into the Isle of Man. H. Walpole, 
writing to Sir Horace Mann, March 4, 1760, says — ** You will see the 
short detail of the action in the Gazette, but, as the letter was written 
by Captain Elliot himself, you will not see there that he, with half 
the number of Thurot's crew, boarded the latter's vessel — Thurot 
was killed. " One of the guns taken from his vessel is now preserved 
at Minto. 

The following letter from the bailiff at Minto to the then proprietor, 
the Lord Justice-Clerk, father of Captain ElUiot and of Sir Gilbert 
(afterwards third baronet of Minto), shows the estimation in wliich 
their services were relatively held by some of their countrymen. 

*' Moffat, 5th July 1762. 

" My Lord — I got to this place on Friday last, and as I passed Lin- 
ton I joined company with three merchants from Westmuirland, and 
travled with them to Moffat. After asking one another our places of 
abode, they asked me if Capt. Elliot was any freind of your Lor* ; 
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the line, WOB tlie leading ship, and conBiderablj ahead 
of the rest of the fleet, that Bhe came, in following her 
course, directly on the Triomphant (Chevalier de Van- 
dreuil), a three-decker, which, on ber approach, prepared 
to rake her, but that Captain Elliot, by a manccuvre, 
received the broadside on his Imws in such a manner as 
to leave little damage, and then ran immediately cloee 
under the counter of the Triomphaiit, and poured his 
whole broadside into her in such a direction, and so near 
to her, aB to do her extraordinary damage. The rest of 
the engagement with this ship I cannot describe ; Cap- 
tain Elliot, you see, says nothing of what he has done 
himBelf. The Triomphaut is understood to have suffered 
extremely, some of her masts said to be carried away. 
She was got into the midst of the French fleet, and thus 
protected from further action, etc. etc. — G. Elliot." 

Several of the transports were afterwards retaken by 
the French, and only five are said to have arrived in 
England. 

The year 1782 began in gloom in the political world, 
and my grandfather's own private bark was rapidly drift- 
ing into troubled seas. Thi(!bault, perhaps, b our best 
guide here, though he only gives the gossip of Berlin 
when ho talks of the clouds which, at an early period of 

Bflertt'llingthem tUftt lie was your son, one of them sniii that he believed 
jou hnd another son in tht Treasomy who made a figout in the IIouso 
nf Commons, I told them that you hod, and that he was as nsertill a 
man in his wiiy as tbo Capt., ' Dam it,' ouawoivd one of them, ' ho may 
speake alt bis (lays befor he can wrve his connterie as mut:h as Cupt, 
EUiut Lna liuue, lapedally in hiB taking Thourot." 

"Tiioa, TLiUNEDifc." 
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Mr. Elliot's married life^ began to obscure the light of 
home — ^* Heureux par sa femme/' he says, " il ne fiit 
d'abord occup^ que du soin de la rendre ^alement 
heureuse, et il eut recours pour cela h tous les moyens 
que sa fortune et ses reflexions lui foumirent; il lui 
procurait les agr^mens de la soci^t^ les plus convenables, 
il choisissait et variait les compagnies qu'il rassemblait 
autour d'elle ; mab en m6me temps il cherchait k lui 
£Gdre acqu^rir quelques talens, et h lui former I'esprit et 
le coeur. Par malheur, cette jeune dame si belle ^tait 
bom^, capricieuse, et entdt^, autant que vaine et 
coquette. Les le9ons Tennuy^rent, et elle finit par ne 
plus recevoir qu'avec humeur et duret^ les representa- 
tions les plus amicales." Mr. Elliot's own letters show 
that he, who had been used to the companionship of 
women with both heads and hearts, had early formed 
the project " de lui former Tesprit et le coeur." But 
unluckily Mrs. Glass's famous receipt is as invaluable 
when dealing with hearts and heads as with hares ; and 
my grandfather sat down to prepare a dish, of which he 
had still to catch the main ingredients. The child seems 
to have been a source of pleasure and amusement to 
both ; and its sayings and doings are recorded veiy fully 
for the benefit of relations at home, though they can by 
no means rival in quality or quantity the nursery tales 
sent out to Berlin by Mrs. Eden, whose rapidly increas- 
ing family of daughters occupied most of her time and 
thoughts. 

In March 17B2 the manage of Berlin was momentarily 
increased by the birth of a second child, a boy, who died 
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almost immediately, tu the great grief of Mr. Elliot ; and, 
while still suffering from this disappoiutment, and from 
anxiety about his wife's state of health and spirits, political 
events in England were preparing for him the most severe 
cheek which ho had yet met with. Earlj in March be 
received the following letter flx)m his brother : — 

"Park Street, bth March 1?82. 
" You will have observed the gradual progress of 
the propositions for peace, at least with America, since 
the capture of Lord Comwailis. Such an event would 
have been a very poor reason, if it stood alone, for de- 
termining a nation to give up its purpose, especially a 
purpose so just and so essential as the recovery of 
America. But ao many years' war with so little success 
had already produced their effect on opinions here, and 
this last signal event became the occasion, although not 
the cause, on which those opinions began to show them- 
selves pretty generally. Accordingly, in the debates 
nothing more was heard from any quarter of the hope 
or even possibility of suceecding in the American object ; 
while several persons cousiderable in the administration 
began to speak plainly their disinclination to that war,and 
the despair of its issue, — such were Rigby, and the Lord 
Advocate for Scotland. Lord G. Germaine prepared his 
retreat, as I think I mentioned to you at the time, and the 
symptoms of a general revolution in measures become ao 
manifest, that, without inspiration, you will find by turning 
to my former letters, 1 have been a true prophet. 1 then 
told you my own opinion, and on that opinion I have 
since acted by voting for General Conway's first address. 
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which was rejected by a miyoritj of one m a very full 
House, and by voting and speaking for the second, which 
was carried by 19. There are, I think, some objections 
to that address ; but there were reasons, too, which may 
be left to your own conjectures, which did, m my opinion, 
render an explicit declaration of Parliament and of the 
nation extremely necessary, and which, I think, out- 
weighed the general objections to such a measure, and 
the particular defects of this one. The spirited declara- 
tions of a people at the commencement or during the 
progress of a war, produce good effects on the prosecu- 
tion of the war itself; but it must be confessed that 
complaints of burthens, and impatience for peace, pro- 
duce the contrary effects on a negotiation for peace. 
This obserration is made stronger by the wording of 
General Conway's resolution and address, and ten times 
more so by the resolution voted last night (4th March) ; 
and this is the more to be regretted, as I think Parlia- 
ment might have avoided this evil without losing the 
proposed effect of their measures; but I daresay you 
remember England well enough to know how di£Scult it 
is to frame any measure free from objection, when 
twenty persons are to be the authors of hardly so many 
words. 

" Pray tell me whether this concession to America 
may not make a change in the politics of Europe. In 
some quarters of Europe we have had fair words ; but 
I confess I brought home the idea that all Europe 
favoured the independency of America, and looked to 
the chance of some advantage in such a revolution. . . . 
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You ask nie what will be the effect of all thin at home. 
1 really do not know, aud I assure jou, upon my honour, 
I liave not thrown away a tbouglit on the subject. 

" The grand principle of distinction and separation 
between parties (the American dispute) is now rc- 
inoveiL There is at least an opportunity, therefore, for 
coalition, without the sacrifice of former principle on 
either side. That the opportunity may not be lost by 
the damned intricacies of arrangements, private interests, 
and personal considerations, should be the prayer, mom- 
iiig and evening, of every true lover of his country. A (I 
the ability of the country united to direct all the re- 
sources of the country to one good end, is a proajwct 
which I hope is not quite out of sight ; but which, I fear, 
both requires too much virtue, and promises too much 
happiness, for this latter agp to look for with certainty.' 

A month later Sir Gilbert wrote ; — " The change in 
Government happened immediately after, and indeed as 
an immediate consequence of the American votes. A 
very slight consideration will account for it. The true 
and fundamental cause of the removal of the late ministty 
was their long aud uniform want of success, and the 
stote of despair to which the daily calamities of the 
country had reduced the most sanguine. This cause, 
although it became stronger by every day's continuance 
of it, yet, it will be said, might have been expected to 
produce its effect much sooner ; and this ia true. One 
circumstance only prolonged the power of the adminis- 
tration, which, without it, must have &Uen in a much 
' Letter to Sit J, Harris, euuloscd to Hugh Elliot al Bcrliji. 
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earlier period of our dit^races. It waa the wish of Great 
Britain t« recover America. Govemment aimed at least 
at this object, wliich Oppositioo rejected. Those, there- 
fore, who thought the war with America just and practi- 
cable, howeyer much they might be dissatislied with the 
abilities of the miuisters, or (liquated with their mis- 
management or misfortunes, had yet no choice lefb them, 
for they were the only men who would attempt the 
recovery of the colonies. This I take to have been the 
true bond between Parliament and the late ministiy, 
and the true key to its otherwise unaccountable longevity. 
For, if it had had more lives than a cat, they must all 
have dropped some campaigns ago, if the cause I have 
mentioned had not preserved them. I remember when 
it was said Saratoga would overset them. It was after- 
wards foretold, that if we should be drawn into a war 
with France, ministry could not stand. The necessity 
which produced the commission to America, and all the 
humiliating concessions which Parliament made, in a 
sort of panic, would have destroyed any other govern- 
ment. The same may be said of the Spanish, and after 
it of the Butch war; and there is hardly a gazette 
during the last five or six years which would not account 
for a change of government. But, in fact, the principles 
of the ministers respecting America were agreeable to 
the people, and those of Opposition were offensive to 
them. 

" I speak this language the more confidently to you 
now, as you must recollect the time, and that not a 
very late one, when I had a strong inclination to side 
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with those who wished for a change, and that I refrained 
from it only on the con^deration I have juet mentioned ; 
and whether I and the rest of the nation have been wrong 
and foolish on the American question, cither from the 
beginning, or in its progreaa, is a point which the purblind- 
neas of human reason can probably never see through. 

" I must own, however, that events and experience 
do very strongly shake my past American principles to 
their foundation; and although I could name many 
blunders m iwlicy, both civil and military, and many 
miscarriages of mere fortune, which might perhaps have 
turned the scale against us, and may perhaps be sufficient 
of themselves to account for the utter loss of our object, 
and the addition of many heavy calamities, yet I must 
also admit that the possibility of what has happened 
may have happened as the natural and necessaiy conse- 
quence of our measures, independently of blunder or 
accident This is a question of mere curiosity now, so 
far as America is concerned, for necessity has already 
decided, if not our principles, at least our future conduct 
with regard to her. But it is perhaps a great lesson in 
political wisdom, applicable to other subjects, which we 
oi^ht to study deeply, and which I shall study for one, 
without that prejudice at least which belongs to an 
obstinate attachment to former opinions. The moment 
America was out of the question, Samson lost the lock 
of his strength, and the natural weakness of the ministiy 
appeared immediately. Questions of censure were re- 
jected by very small majorities, and questions for removal 
ran still nearer; and would in fact have been carried if 
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the resigiiation of the ministers had not preceded their 
dismission. • . • 

''The chancellor^ actually remains, but I am not 
clear that all the accession of ability which he brings 
can compensate for the discord which his difference of 
opinion with his present colleagues on their favourite 
measures of reform must introduce into the cabinet, and 
for the appearance of weakness which a divided goYcm- 
ment on any capital object must throw upon it. 

''The change has been complete; it is generally 
said to have been forced on the King, and I cannot 
undertake to admit or deny this ; but I am more apt to 
imagine that the resolution of Parliament respecting 
America was the greater violence of the two ; and what- 
ever may have been the first impressions, on dismissing 
old friends and servants, and receiving into his closet 
new and hitherto adverse men, yet there seems to me 
to be an impression likely to yield to more knowledge 
of these men, and to habits of doing business confi- 
dentially with them. You will hardly need to be told 
that I voted for the removal of the late ministry. I 
refused, however, to concur in the vote of censure, to 
which I could not, without an impression of something 
disgusting to myself, as well as of injustice, give my 
consent in the moment of their fall. I shall support the 
present ministry with more cordiality, and therefore I 
hope with more exertion, than I ever could the last. 
The reforms, with which their government opens, you 
know I formerly approved. I think this is a happy 

* Thurlow. 



1782] ROCKINGHAM MINISTRY. 239 

moment for gaining to the constitution some great and 
valuable improvements ; and I like them the better for 
the facility with which they may now be carried, without 
those convulsions which could have alone produced 
them as the measures of an Opposition, and which natu- 
rally, and I think deservedly, gave great scandal when 
they were attempted before to be forced on Parliament 
by the means of popular distraction, during a war which 
rendered all distractions fatal." ^ 

The advent of the Rockingham party to power gave 
rise to immediate speculations on the probable changes, 
abroad as well as at home, which would naturally ensue 
from a change of policy at head-quarters. Before Mr. 
Elliot heard officially of his recall, it was rumoured at 
Berlin ; and in his first letter home, he says — '' There 
are two circumstances too flattering to myself not to 
mention them to you. The Prince of Prussia, who 
came to town on Sunday last, and was at court, took me 
aside, and said he hoped what he heard concerning my 
change of situation was not true. I told him all that 
I had learned upon that subject as yet was from my 
friends, but that I had eveiy reason to think it fixed. He 
then asked me if I knew the reason ; I answered, that I 
had been told from home that it was understood that I 
had not had the good fortune to be personally agreeable 
to the King of Prussia. His Royal Highness answered — 
' This is what I have heard ; and what surprises me the 
more is, I can assure you, that within these very few 
days his Migesiy a publiquement fait votre 61oge ; en tout 

1 Sir GUbert to Hugh EUiot, 22d April 1782. 
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cas je me flatte que nous vous reyerroiiB ici.' I was the 
more strack with this from his Royal Highness, as there 
is scarcely any example of his expressing himself so 
strongly to any indiyidual in his present circumstances. 
On the other hand. Prince Henry has sent to me to 
know if it would be agreeable to me that he should 
write to the Duke of Richmond, with whom he is per- 
sonally acquainted, to ask that I may be continued at 
Berlin. The Prussian ministry have been so warm in 
their expressions of regard, and of r^ret at my depart- 
ure, and so positively deny any official interposition from 
hence, that there is reason to suspect, that if any minis- 
terial step has been taken, it may have proceeded from 
Count Lusi's own private disinclination; and I should 
wish this inquired into."^ 

Madame de Verelst, Mr. Elliot's mother-in-law, 
writing from Prince Henry's residence at Rheinsberg, 
says — "Votre rappcl d'ici ne pent vous 6tre ddsavan- 
tagcux; vous Stes aim^ de tons les mcmbres de la 
famille Royalc, hors de Sa Majesty, qui ne vous connait 
pas, et qui a le pr^jug6 de croire que vous ^tes guid^ 
par Milord Bute. Les Ministres verront par la suite 
oil ces managements les conduiront. Monseigneur me 
chaige de vous faire mille compliments, et de vous 
t<^moigner combien sinc^rement il est affligd de votre 
rappel."^ 

In the course of May my grandfather received the 
following letter from his brother, showing that the 

' Hugh Elliot to Sir Gilbert Elliot. 
^ Madame de Ycrelst to Hugh Elliot. 
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mmours current in Berlin respecting Mr. Elliot's recall, 
and the grounds for it, had been better founded than 
such rumours often are : — 

" Park Street, ith May 1782. 
" My dear Brother — I have seen Mr. Fox twice on 
your account since my last letter, and have refrained 
from writing you till I could tell you with certainty what 
to expect. Your recall is determined on the ground of 
your beii^ disagreeable to the King of Prussia. This is 
the true and only reason for this measure, which I am 
happy to inform you is not attributed in any degree to 
any part of your conduct, but to its real cause— namely, 
the prejudices which had been by some means or other 
given to the King of Prussia respecting your supposed 
connection with Lord Bute.^ I believe that Mr. Fox is 
really concerned, as he says he is, to find this measure 
necessary. * * * I have some reason to think, although 
he did not tell me so, and although I have it not from 
the office, that the King of Prussia's wish on the subject 
has been directly and officially signified to him. I have 
no doubt that, whatever the consequences may be to 
your future situation, you will with manliness and can- 
dour acquiesce in the propriety of your removal in these 
circumstances. It remains to know what is now to be 
done. I conversed pretiy freely on this subject with 
Mr. Fox to-day, and I am expressly authorised by him 
to assure you that it is his wish and his intention, as 

^ The King of Prussia had nerer forgiven Lord Bute his share in 
the Peace of Paris, by the terms of which he considered himself 
aggriered. 

R 
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well as that of the King, to give you another Court as 
soon as an opportunity or yacancj shall occur. He said 
the King mentioned this of his own accord^ as soon as 
he had informed him of the propriety of your quitting 
Berlin. He says, howeyer, he does not know of any 
immediate Tacancy, but that he will look for it, and take 
the first occasion which offers. I am authorised by Mr. 
Fox to tell you what you have read." 

A little later Sir Gilbert wrote again, that in spite of 
the assurances made by Fox in the interview described 
in the preceding letter, two vacancies in the foreign line 
had occurred and had been filled up. Mr. Stanley, 
Lord Derby's brother, coming in over Hugh's head, had 
been appointed to Dresden. '' I own I cannot bring 
myself to suspect Mr. Fox's sincerity ; in the first place, 
it would be contrary to his general character, and in the 
next place, why should he use any art with me^ whom 
he certainly cannot fear? Yet I cannot help feeling 
that the present appointments in your line have the 
marks of yielding to importunity. To importunity I 
have myself an insurmountable reluctance and aversion, 
and if the business is to be decided on those principles, 
I fear I shall be an unsuccessful agent ; yet I will cer- 
tainly represent, as it strikes me, the fair claim you have 
for a preference to strangers in your profession. * * * 
What will you do in the meanwhile ? Your return home 
with your family must naturally be uppermost in your 
thoughts and wishes." 

To these letters my grandfather replied that their 
effect on him might be best described in several 
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expresaiona of Jaffier: — "The feigned story of Mb 
embarmssmenta is more than rcalUed in my fate." He 
does not particularise the esprei»siona, but one can fancy 
that to the order of " Home, home, I say !" he may haTe 
mentally replied — 

" Yea, if 1117 heart would let me — 
Thie proud, this swelling heart ; home I would go, 
Bat that m; doors are hatelul to mj eyes. 
Filled and damm'd up with gaping creditors ; 
I've now hut fifty dncats in thfi world, 
Yet bUU 1 am in lore, and pleaaed with ruin. 
O Bdviden I Oh r she is m; wife— 
And we will bear ma wayward fntc together, 
Bnt ne'er know comfort more. " — Vcnia Pinenxd. 

The moment at which Mr. Elliot'a recall took place 
waa peculiarly ill-timed aa regarded hia private affaira, 
for there were questions pending concerning hia wife's 
estates which could not be decided until she should 
attain her majority, of which she still wanted some 
months ; and while they continued unaettlcd it was 
believed that her absence from Prussia, together vrith 
that of her huaband, might be exceedingly detrimental 
to their future fortunes. My grandfather'a own means, 
too, had been greatly embarraaaed during the previous 
two years, owing, it appears, in some measure to his 
having sustained heavy losses at play during the winter 
which preceded his marriage. The cOterie of Prince 
Heniy, which Mr. Elliot frequented veiy couatantly, 
chiefly because there he was certain of meeting with 
Counteas Verelat and her daughter, was very much 
addicted to high play; indeed, at that time on the 
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Continent^ as in England, gaming was the passion of 
the day. It was not, however, a passion of my grand- 
fether's, who is always described by his friends as 
preferring conversation to the card-table; but at a 
moment when harassed by mental disturbances, doubts 
as to his own course, and as to the feelings of others, it 
was not unnatural that he should have sought des 
distrdctions in what constituted the chief interest of 
the society in which he lived. Bets, too, he made ; and 
as they were generally staked on the success of some 
English admiral or general, he was not unfrequently a 
loser. 

May passed without any further intelligence from 
England on the point of a future employment for Mr. 
Elliot, but Sir Gilbert still wrote — " I assure you 
sincerely that I have the most entire reliance on the 
former assurances of Mr. Fox ; but, should no mission 
be found for you at present, I must repeat to you and 
my dear Belvidera the most affectionate welcome, and 
the most earnest invitation to all we can share with 
you in town or country, in point of society, convenience, 
accommodation, or more substantial assistance, which 
your occasion or my abilities can point out." 

Belvidera, unfortunately, was not at all disposed to 
exclaim with her prototype, " If love be treasure, we'll 
be wondrous rich!" and the "imkindest cut of all" 
that my grandfather had at the moment to endure was 
the utter heartlessness displayed by his wife. Tears 
and reproaches, and a declared resolution never to leave 
her native country, were followed up by a line of 



1789] 



DOMESTIC TROUBLES. 



245 



couduct which made her the subject of general remark, 
and many of his friends went so far as to recommend 
a separation ; but this was a course which his own 
feelings made impossible, and her youth, her inex- 
perience of the world, and the irritable state of nerves 
which had followed on, and continued since, her last 
confinement, were pleaded by him aa reasons for re- 
doubled forbearance and tenderness ; to which Sir 
Gilbert replied—" Even w ithout tliese pleas, no man ia 
for a larger portion of indulgence from mortal to mortal 
than I am ; if she only loves you half aa well as you do 
her, she is sure of a warm place in my breast; consider 
me and mine, town and couutty, at your disposal in 
this crisis." And then, referring to the separation 
which had been advised, he ends by saying, " I am not 
for makii^ a man happy by breaking his heart." 

For this time the domestic storm blew over, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Elliot proceeded to pass the summer 
at a chdteau d^abr^ in the vicinity of Rheinsberg. 
While there, he received a lett«r from Prince Henry, 
which begins ae follows, apparently in answer to an 
invitation from the ex-minister : — " De Rheinsberg, 
13 JuiUet 1782 — Monsieur, Sous quclquc litre, sous 
([uelque nom, qu'on vienne vous voir, c'cst toujours 
sauB autre dessein que celui de jouir de la Eoci£t<! dc 
I'aimable, do I'inBtruit, et de I'honnSt« Elliot." Then 
follow some, at the present date, unintelligible remarks 
on the proceedings of the French and English fleets in 
the Clianocl, and the letter ends thus — " I'idiie de votro 
snccesseur m'est auBBi am^re qu'elte Test d'ordinalre 
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aux Bouyerains lorsqu'ils enyisagent le leur. Je ne 
saurais yous peindre line plus forte antipathie ; elle est 
fond^ sur mon amitie et sur la haute estime avec 
laquelle, je suis^ Monsieur^ Totre tr^s affectionn^ 
ami, Henri." 

That my grandfather did not acquiesce in the pro- 
priety of his removal from the court of Berlin on the 
grounds given for it, appears plainly in the following 
letter to his brother: — ^^'I am conyinced," he wrote, 
''that had I been at any other court of equal import- 
ance, some cogent reason would have occurred to have 
made my removal at least plausible in the eyes of the 
world. You may remember what my sentiments were 
when I was last in England ; and as things have turned 
out, I must acquiesce in the propriety of my removal 
from a post of confidence by those who must have 
considered me as by no means coinciding with them in 
principle or action."^ This view of the case was, how- 
ever, one which Sir Gilbert would by no means accept ; 
and though he "could not prove that his brother's 
removal had not been made in order to clear the way 
for a friend of Mr. Fox, still he did not believe it, and 
remained unshaken in his confidence in the sincerity 
and friendliness of Mr. Fox."^ The true grounds of 

I Hugh Elliot to Sir GUbert, 2d July 1782. 

* The mission to Berlin had been oflFered first to Mr. Stanley, 
and secondly to Lord Cholmondeley, of whom Lord Holland says — 
"Lord Cholmondeley had much impaired his fortune by dice and 
dissipation, and, though an associate of Mr. Fox and his friends, 
thought it a better game to attach himself to Shelbume. '* — See the 
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my grandfather's removal from Berlin are probably to 
be found in part in the reasons assigned for it by Sir 
Gilbert, and in part in those supposed, and " aequiesced 
in" by his brother. 

The dislike of the king, as represented by Count 
Lwd (digne repr^sentant de Sa Majest^), was a sufficient 
reason for Mr. Elliot's removal from Berlin ; and most 
probably the representations made to Mr, Fox derived 
additional weight from what must have reached him 
from other quarters concerning Mr. Elliot's habitual 
modes of thought and of expression when dealing with 
political questions. The vamings and remonstrances 
written to him by his family to Munich had been fre- 
quently renewed since his appointment to Berlin; his 
unguarded readmess in expressing his opinions in mixed 
society, without due consideration of tlie impressions 
they were likely to give ; his strong condemnation, when 
among his counlryvten, of ceiiain political characters at 
rest of the note by Lord Holland — Cmrapmdoux of C. J. Foe, 
¥oL L p. 318. 

Wnlpole s.iys— " I have raid that the new minutera were dUtreued 
for want of |ilace» to satisfy their friends. ... In these dilS- 
cultieB Lord Raokinghum Iwhaved with more zeal and decency than 
Lord Shelbumo. An instance of tlie ktler's impoKtio insenaibility 
ocoorred in the case of Lord CholmDU<l«ley, ■ Lord 

Chohnondeley had peculiarly attached himself to him."— ff'aJjwIe'* 
lA^JowmaU, vol. ii. Nevertheless, Lord Cholmondeley's ebiaiawcre 
not overlooked by Lord Shclbnrne'B oolleaguEs, as ho was sppoiutsd by 
Mr. Foi to succeed Mr. Elliot at Berlin. Mr. Liston, writing on the 
alst of July, mentions the receipt of a letter from Lord Cholmoodeley, 
in which, on the dinaolntion of the Rockingham Ministry, he nnnonnces 
that " hfl has resigned the honour of being His Majesty's envoy at 
Beriiii." 
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home; the yehemence of his feelings in all points relat- 
ing to the military reputation of his country, which at 
one time had nearly led to an open rupture with his old 
fiiend General Burgoyne — all these were well known 
traits of character, which not only justified his recall, 
but probably inclined Mr. Fox to consider the King of 
Prussia's feelings for Mr. Elliot from a point of iriew 
somewhat analogous to His Majesty's. On the other 
hand, if the same yehemence and the same powers of 
satire and of irony had been directed towards another 
political party than that of Mr. Fox, it is possible they 
might haye been yiewed with as little disfiEtyour as the 
pointed and pungent sayings of the Fitzpatricks and 
Hares, and might haye obtained indulgence from a 
minister whose own tenure of office was by no means 
agreeable to the King of England. 

The death of Loid Rockingham in the month of July 
dissolyed the ministry of which he was the head, and 
the immediate consequences are too well known to need 
repetition. On the 6th July Sir Gilbert wrote : — '^ With 
the opinion they (Lord J. Cayendish, Fox, Burke, etc.) 
entertain of Lord Shelbume's character, they coidd do 
no otherwise with dignity or credit ; for myself, my choice 
between the two is easily made. My opinion has been, 
since the American business was oyer, that the country 
looked to the abilities of Mr. Fox, and the high character 
and integrity of his and Lord Rockingham's friends, for 
their salyation. I know little personally of Lord Shel- 
bume or of his immediate retainers. Dunning, Barr^, 
and Alderman Townshend, but the little I do know, 
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added to the Yoice of the worlds is decisive with me. I 
fear we shall have a repetition of our old distractions in 
the struggle ; I think it cannot, howeyer, hold long. In 
the meanwhile^ the present Goyemment is gaining 
strength wherever it can, and has made a valuable 
acquisition in William Pitt, to whom, at the age of two 
or three and twenty, Lord Shelbume offered either the 
Chancellorship of the Exchequer or the Secretaryship 
of State, as he pleases." 

On the 8th August he wrote again on his brother's 
affidrs, and reiterated his belief that Mr. Fox would 
have performed his promises in Hugh's favour : — " This 
I am confident he would have done, merely on the 
apparent justice of the thing, without any motives in 
my favour.^ I feel a strong confidence that these 
ministers will take the same view of your claims " (either 
for employment or for an allowance in the interval — a 
sort of half-pay which was usually given in those days), 
" on the ground of their justice. I shall, however, 
certainly not bring myself under any obligation to them, 
and I have openly and explicitly declared myself on this 
subject. Lord Shelbume sent for me a few days after 
he became minkter, and with a profusion of flatteiy, 
and of promises of office, or anything else I coidd wish, 
desired my support I told him fiunkly that I preferred 
his rivals. My mouth is therefore stopped, but I own 
that I do not conceive party can be allowed to go so 

^ In an earlier letter Sir Gilbert had said, ** I make no pretenaions 
to any toeight^ though I hope and beliere I have the good opinion of 
those whom I mnat respect," 
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far as to rob you because I am become obnoxious. 
Crying wrongs are not so frequently done by Govem- 
ments os tticy are complained of, and I cannot despair 
of your finding justice even when favour is against you. 
Your case is simple — after many years of approTcd 
service in a profession which withdraws you from all 
others, and from any other road to fortune or advance- 
ment, or even subsistence, you are recalled without any 
alleged fault of yours, but for reasons entirely foreign to 
your own conduct." 

Early in September Lord Grantham notified to Mr 
Elliot his appointment to the Mission at Copenh^en, 
and on the 29th Hugh wrote to his sister Isabella that 
he had accepted " an offer which, considering the cir- 
cumstances of the times and my brother's political line, 
I think exceedingly handsome on the part of those who 
made it. I was very hmniliatingly treated by the demi- 
god of the blackguards. . . My brother seemed 
most decidedly couWneed of the rectitude and ability of 
a set I neither loved nor approved. He is the creature 
on God's earth I most love and admire ; but I think he, 
like many others, has been led away by the false glare 
of a meteor, in which there is neither consistency nor a 
spark of heavenly fire — a mere blaze kept up by the 
foul breath of faction and desperation." 

The last letter of Sir Gilbert, from which I have 
made extracts, terminates with the remark, that he is 
suffering from a very severe cold, and very shortly after- 
wards such grave symptoms showed themselves bh to 
cause serious imeasiness to bis friends. On the 29th 
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October he and Lady Elliot^ though her confinement was 
close at hand^ crossed the Channel on their way to Nice^ 
but they had proceeded no further than Lyons^ when 
their progress was arrested for some time^ for there 
their first child was bom.^ 

While they are proceeding to the souths and my 
grandfather^ who had with difficulty resisted the strong 
impulse to join his suffering brother^ is preparing to take 
possession of his new post at Copenhagen^ we may turn 
firom them to some of the letters which the former 
received during this year of turmoil firom the Edens^ 
Isabella^ and others. 

^ Gilbert, second Earl of Minto. 
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CHAPTER THE NINTH. 

1782. 
ISABELLA — THE EDENS — ^MR. LISTON. 

Isabella's first letters in the spring of 1782 are fiill of 
anticipations of pleasure firom a visit which it had been 
arranged she should pay to her brother Hugh and his 
wife in the course of the summer — a project that came 
to nothings owing to the disagreements in the Berlin 
m^nage^ which became known to the family in England 
early in the current year. The letters of his family must 
have been less painful to my grandfather after they 
knew the sad state of things, than when they were 
written under the impression that his home was like his 
brother's and sister's — a scene of happiness and affection. 
One wonders whether all the tender passages to " our 
sister," and the kisses to the baby, were ever delivered. 

On the 5th March 1782 Isabella wrote — ^' My 
brother's speech on Wednesday last, on General Con- 
way's motion, was very much approved, both as to matter 
and manner. You would be all agitation, I am sure, if 
you were in this island now. You remember how much 
you used to be agitated when it was not so general as it 
is now ; every creature is full of conjectures. As to the 
ladies, they go about to balls, operas, assemblies, as 
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usual ; and there are tlii» montli enough of them, jast 
what you may remember — AJmack'a, and so forth. 
Eleanor writes to me very often ; her last letter waa 
just after the birthday, which ie kept some time in 
February. It waa very fine and very fiill ; and ehe says 
she grows quite thin, from being obliged to see and 
risit such a number of people." Isabella's last letter in 
1782 (December 18) excites our sympathiea, by being 
written in "a fog — an absolute darknesB," the inoro to 
be deplored, as it even checked her ardour in setting out 
to see the " new actress, Mrs. Siddons, who is quite the 
rage ; and people go to dine at the Piazzas in Covent 
Gartien, at three o'clock, in order to get places. All the 
gentlemen cry, and the ladies are in fits ; and in short, 
nothing of the kind has met with such universal applause 
since Oarrick. I have only seen her once, in Jane Shore, 
and outlived it. She is certainly very fine, and much 
improved since even yon saw her. I have seen Morton 
Pitt and his wife ; she seems a veij pretty, sweet ^1, 
and he is vastly happy." 

Whatever might be the political fortunes of the 
Edens, the sunshine of their private life was never for a 
moment dimmed ; thus, while in Walpole's Journals we 
hear of an infuriated and disap}>ointed politician, we find 
Mr. Eden himself, writing with all the fortitude of a 
Cincinnatus from hia farm at Beckcnhani, and with an 
unaffected enjoyment of simple pleasures and rural life, 
which I believe to have been quite unknown to an; 
attitudinising old Roman. 

Writing from Beckenham, Kent, on the 8th of 
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August I782y he says : — ^^ Our fiEurm is beautifully situ- 
ated^ and well circumstanced in every respect ; " he then 
goes on to describe the house, gardens, and shrubberies, 
the possible profits to be derived from his £Eurm, and 
continues — ^^ We have dismissed our coach-horses, and 
our carriages are oiled and locked up, as is also our 
plate-chest We have two spare beds and many visitors, 
indeed some who never came to us before ; and our only 
difficulty has been to prevent them from clashing with 
each other. As to your situation, I did not conceal my 
feelings when Gilbert told me you was to be recalled. He 
was not, nor is he at this hour, disposed to think any- 
thing wrong that Charles Fox could do ; and his politics 
are so pure, that no individual interests can exist in their 
atmosphere. The pretence taken for putting your talents 
under an extinguisher does not palliate the injury. Lord 
Derby wanted an employment for Mr. Stanley, who was 
first meant to be named, but was not sufficiently skilled 
in languages ; Lord Cholmondeley was next named, and 
went out with the minister that named him. Lord Hyde 
is now talked of; you know him. I do not enlarge on 
these subjects ; the reflections which occur to me upon 
them cannot escape you. Gilbert and I are personally 
on very kind terms, but I never talk politics with him. 
The world may misjudge him ; but his conduct towards 
the close of Lord North's Government was, in its appear- 
ance most unsteady, and in its effects most unkind to 
his natural and old friends and connections. His subse- 
quent conduct has been inefficient ; for whether he had 
acted right or wrong, he certainly was entitled to expect 
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from the Rockingham miniHtry immediate and solid pro- 
tection, both for you and for Mr. Elliot of New York. 

" Haying now disposed of ourselves, it is most in the 
order of thin^ to advert to the public I do not think 
(and men of weight and wisdom agree with me in the 
opinion) tliat the present administration is strong enough, 
either in numbers or efBciency, to be permanent, and 
every effort is using to obtain some pacification in the 
course of this autumn, and Mr. Fos and his friends 
would be in some degree pledged to the conditions of 
it, however dishonourable or inexpedient, but success 
even in that great object would not preserve the present 
Government in its present form ; there must be new 
fermentationa ; we shall sec what they will produce. 
The game would be completely in the hands of Lord 
North and his friends, if Lord North were formed to 
manage such a business. The King's situation is un- 
doubtedly much enfranchi.sed. It was not ill said by Mr. 
H. Walpole, that ' the crown devolved to the King of 
flngland on the death of Lord Rockingham.' Hare saya 
that his friend Fox is promoted from the service of the 
King of England to that of the King of Egypt (Pharaoh). 
Their remark on the Duke of Richmond's defection was, 
that His Grace would not go out with any man. 

" Upon the whole, you have thought us always unlike 
any other people under the sun, and every line of our, 
history shows it. 

" Eleanor and your four nieces desire to be affec- 
tionately remembered to you. W. E."^ 
' Mr. Eden to Hugh EUot 
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The loss of the society of Mr. Liston was one of the 
moat serious grievances which fell upon my grandfather 
in the course of 1782. Mr. liston himself could hardly 
have been more eager and anxious than was his fiiend to 
see him placed in a situation more suitable to his age (he 
was entering on his 40th year)^ and more capable of afford- 
ing a scope for his abilities^ than that of secretary to my 
grandfather, which he had continued to hold since Mr. 
Elliot first entered the foreign line. Urgent representa- 
tions had been frequently made on his behalf by Mr. 
Elliot to the Foreign Office ; and in the course of the 
summer of 1782 he was appointed secretary to Lord 
Mount-Stuart's embassy at Turin. He was so old and 
true a fiiend, and had been so entirely, from Mr. Elliot's 
boyhood, in his confidence, that nothing could make up 
for his loss at a moment when anxiety and distress were 
pressing heavily on his chiefs mind ; and, though parted, 
their correspondence continued to be of a highly confi- 
dential character. The letters he wrote from Vienna on 
his way to Venice and Turin, and from Turin itself, are 
amusing, as the following extracts will show. 

After remarks on the prosperous appearance of the 
Austrian peasantry, the cultivated and cheerful aspect 
of the country, and the beauty of Vienna and its en- 
virons, Mr. Liston thus proceeds to describe his impres- 
sions of the society : — 

" Vienna, I4th August 1782. 

" Sir R. Keith has been extremely civil to me. "SVhat 
I consider the greatest mark of it is, that he has pressed 
me to stay till Sunday next, that he may have an oppor- 
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tunity of presentdng me to the Emperor. ... I have 
stared at the feces of the society of Vienna at Madame 
de Hatzfeld's^ and at Prince d'Auersperg's assemblies, 
and have dined and supped with some of the corps 
diplomatique, and have been introduced to Prince 
Kaunitz, of whom I think there is even a chance of my 
becoming a favourite, if I were to remain here. When 
Sir Robert first carried me to the Prince's house, he 
very prudently advertised me that my reception de- 
pended upon the humour he might be in ; that he might 
speak to me, and might not ; that if he did, I must let 
him speak, which I seriously promised. Sir Robert was 
at great pains to procure me a favourable reception ; and 
with this view recommended me to the Prince as having 
been long attached to Sir Andrew Mitchell at Berlin 
(who it seems was a fevourite of the Prince), etc. etc. 
I observed the injunction, of ' letting everybody speak/ 
so &ithfully, that I even allowed this to pass without 
any other contradiction than a broad stare in Sir Robert's 
face. All attempts to make me be spoken to were long 
inefiectual ; and I was so mindful of my lesson, that M. 
de Kaunitz at last asked Sir Robert if I spoke French. 
Upon being answered (by Sir Robert) in the affirmative, 
he asked me how long I had been at Berlin. I answered 
five years, and so the audience ended. This to be sure 
is no favourable entry on the road of fevour, but, the 
day after, I received an invitation to dinner (in conse- 
quence, I suppose, of Sir Robert's management with the 
Countess Clari). At dinner he did but once address 
himself to me, but now and then stared at me, which I 

8 
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• 

retomed as you used to do the Eang of PrnBsia'B looks 
on certain occasions. When dinner was half oyer he 
asked Sir Robert how my name was spelled, and ex- 
pressed his joy to find at last an English name of which 
the orthography was reasonable ; and so the dinner ended. 
Still this is not a gigantic stride towards fiayour. After 
the ceremony of washing the teeth, and our remoyal to 
the other room, I happened to stand near Madame de 
Clari's card-table, where he also was, and looked atten- 
tiyely at his coat, which was of singularly fine English 
cloth. This gaye rise to a conyersation, which was con- 
tinued so long afterwards (and adjourned to a window), 
as to excite the attention of a good part of the company. 
Princes and Princesses came respectfully up and bowed, 
and attempted to attract his attention in yain ; and to 
Sir Robert Keith's great surprise (who was not present 
at this scene) I was asked again to dinner to-morrow.'* 

On the 17th of August he wrote again — " I continue 
to be a kind of fiayourite of Prince Kaunitz, and dine 
there cyery third day. Sir Robert also carried me to 
Madame de Thun's, who is extremely ciyil. She talks 
with great feeling and afiection of you, and says she 
knows your motiyes for upholding Mrs. Elliot (contrary 
to the opinion of the world) ; that you never did any- 
thing wrong except fix>m excess of virtue, and that this 
is also the case at present Sir Robert Keith, too, has 
spoken of this subject. After I had told him your 
motives, he said, ' Well, his conduct, to be sure, is not 
what is thought toise, but it is perhaps better than 
wise— t^ is a better thing.* They are infinitely uneasy 
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here on the subject of republican politics. It is 
reported that the Austrian interest at Petersburg is in 
the Inst stage of a consumption, ant) that the Emperor's 
declining to join tho Empress in her rage against the 
Dutch in likely to make it give up the ghost. My 
reception by the Emperor was, as Sir Robert informs 
me, extremely civiL His conversation consisted in 
questions put to me, very much in the common Btfle, 
concerning my stay at Berlin, my change of situation 
to Turin, the difference of cllniate m the two countries, 
etc., and contamed nothing remarkable, unless it may 
be considered as remarkable that he seemed perfectly 
informed of our connections, of the situation you bad 
been in at the Court of Berlin, of your marriage, even of 
the last dclat. He spoke of you, au reste, with the 
highest praise." 

Mr. Liston reached Turin on the 1st of September, 
and wrote a few days later to Mr. Elliot in raptures 
with the beauty of the beautiful plain of Lombardy 
with its magnificent wall of mountains; Turiu, too, 
came in for a full share of praise, and those who, from 
the terrace of the Capuchin convent, have looked upon 
it as he did, in all the splendour of a September sunset, 
must E^ree with him that earth has few scenes to show 
more fair. " I felt myself," he says, " transported into 
the third heavens." The chief drawbacks to his com- 
fort in his new situation consisted in the number of 
social engagements into which he found himself obliged 
to enter; and he writes feelingly of the number of royal 
personages on whose Kte-days he must appear in a gala 
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drcBs, each uew one coBting £20 sterling. " How I a 
to get to the end of the year I know not" Three " 
times a-weck tlie miniBterial receptions b^an so early 
in the morning that " one has to be dressed all day, 
which perhaps is lesa hard on me than on most John 
Bulls" — I suppose on account of his habitual orderly 
attire, the neatness of whicli he sometimes refers to in 
fun; but Mr. Liston'a most serious misfortiuio appears 
to me to have consisted in a certain appearance of 
honesty and common sense, which disposed everybody to 
confide in him ; his hands were perjictually full of other 
people's love afTairs or money matters. My grand- 
father mode him his confidant. Lord Moml^Stuart 
intrusted him with his accounts, and in those days it 
appears that a secretary held a very different position in 
the house of his chief from what is at present the case, 
since, bon gri, ma! gn^', Mr. Liston wait forced at Turin 
to divide his time between the duties of a Diplomatist 
and of a " Comptroller-General." 

The early part of the winter of 1782 found Mr. 
Elliot at his new mission at Copenhagen ; his wife had 
urged upon liim so strongly the danger to her own 
health and that of her child, wliich might arise from a 
winter journey, that he had consented to leave her till 
spring under the charge and roof of her mother. A 
generous nature would have felt grateful for the trust 
implied in a compliance with her wishes on such a point, 
but hers was light and arid as her native sands, sus- 
ceptible of the slightest impression, and of the deepest 
retaining no trace. 



I 
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Madame tie Verelst wrote to him constantly after 
liis departure, and always with ample details of her 
daughter'a looks, health, ete. That her Icttere were 
scarcely of the kind likely to Batisiy a sentimental 
disposition may he gathered from the style of a note 
which contains hardly anything hut the following 
passage : — " Ma fille se porte bien, s'occupe de sa 
musique, et bien plus longtenips de ea toilette ; je ne 
croia pas qu'elle vous aime comme i>ar Ic pass^ — non ; 
mala je me flatte qu'elle a de I'amiti^ pour vous ; elle 
sentira qu'unc femme ii'est estim^e qu'autant qu'elle est 
bien avec son man." 

Mrs. Eden's hair must have stood on end if she had 
read the above specimen of Gennau sentiment. Under 
these circumstances the winter passed. The veiy 
beginning of spring was signalised by the unfortunate 
events which made my grandfather's private history the 
nine days' wonder of half the capitals of Europe. Thi^- 
bault, in hia Sejour de 20 avx d Berlin, tells the whole 
stoty at length, and with tolerable accuracy ; but it is 
even more graphicaOy told in the lettere lying before me. 

When the time approached for the reunion of hus- 
band and wife, Mrs. Elliot positively refused to leave 
Berlin ; and the letter in which she stated her determin- 
ation, containing many calumnies and misrepresenta- 
tions, was so worded as to leave little doubt on ber 
husband's mind that she had written under dictation ; at 
the same tuiio he heard of her misconduct from various 
sources, and was even warned tliat the thoroughly 
unserupidous i)creon who had obtained so great an 
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influence over her was known to consider her in&nt 
child as the chief obstacle to the dissolution of her 
marriage with Mr. Elliot. 

On this hint Mr. Elliot started at once for Berlin. 
Performing the journey in a shorter time than it had 
ever been accomplished before^ he passed through the 
gates of Berlin under a feigned name^ and arrived at 
daybreak at the house of a friend^ whose letters to Mr. 
Liston^ describing the events which ensued, were for- 
warded by him to Sir Gilbert, and among his papers they 
have been preserved. The letters are written in French ; 
and, as they are very long, it will be advisable to con- 
dense and translate the greater part 

Within a few hours of his arrival, Mr. Elliot was in 
possession of an intercepted letter from his wife to her 
cousin, the contents of which justified his intention of 
removing the child from her charge ; and he immediately 
proceeded to make the necessary arrangements for so 
doing. 

Having learned from the same source that his wife was 
engaged to sup at Prince Frederick's in the evening, he 
ordered six post-horses to be in readiness, and on the 
return of Mrs. Elliot's empty carriage to her house, the 
coachman was ordered to drive to the post-house ; the 
horses were harnessed ; the child, who had been brought 
there also in a hackney coach, was embraced by her father, 
and, with her servants, placed in the berline ; and, in less 
than twelve hours after Mr. Elliot entered Berlin, his 
daughter had passed the gates on her way to Copen- 
hagen, without a soul in her mother's house having had 
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a suspicion of the adventure. Mr. Elliot accouipauicd 
the carriage through the Purtc d'Oraiigeboui^, and 
came back on foot to the residence of the writer of the 
letter. Together they proceeded to Mr. Elliot's own 
house, where he possessed himself, without difficulty, of 
his wife's pajrers, among which he found the draft of the 
letter he had so recently rcceiTed, iii the handwriting of 
her cousin Baron Kniphauscn. Assembling the men- 
servants, he positively forbade any one of them to cross 
the threshold during twenty-four hours, under penalty of 
being " h^h^ en piecfes;" which exprrasion, we are told, 
he accompanied " d'uu air d'Alexandre," and with a hand 
on his sword ; and liaving thus secured himself against 
any immediate communication between his wife and Baron 
Kniphauscn, he returned to his friend's, and spent the 
-night with Mm in examining the correspondence which 
they had seized. " Had you been with me, my dear 
Mr. Liston," says the writer, in English, " que de dou- 
ceurs vous auriez lu." Poor Mr. Liston being, as usual, 
the^^'to in his chiers domestic troubles, and no doubt 
never having been forgiven for his early discovery of the 
lady's dispositions. Next morning Mr. Elliot visited his 
motber-in-Iaw, to calm her distr^s, and in her presence 
he wrote the following note : — 

" Monsieur, ce qui eat differ^ n'est paa perdu. La 
nece8sit»5 de mettre ma fille en surety m'oblige de partir 
d'ici sans remplir la promesse quo je vous ai fiute & 
Rheinsbci^ I'annde passive. Maitrts de toute votre cor- 
respondance avec une malheurenso qui a succomb^ h 
vos ruses, je serais il m€mo d'obtenir de la justice du 
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Roi et des Loix une satis&ction ^;ale k vos crimes. Le 
motif pour lequel vous animez mie fille contre ea mfere 
et une fenune contre son Mari est clair. Mais sachez que 
jamais je ne consentirai k punir ma fille pour les 6gare- 
ments et les folies de sa mfere, ni k seconder yos vues 
de vous emparer des Biens dont mon enfant doit seul 
heriter. Si tous souhaitez de preyenir les disgrftces que 
je yous destine il yous sera ais^ de me trouyer. Je serai 
toujours pr6t k yous ceder ma yie ou k yous arracher la 
ydtre comme le sort des armes en d^idera. Votre 
insolence yis-ii-yis de ma belle mfere qui m^rite ma 
protection, est la raison principale pour laquelle je sou- 
haite trouver Toccasion de yous en punir comme yous 
le m^ritez. H. Elliot." 

His letter written, Mr. Elliot ordered four horses to 
his phaeton, and drove out of Berlin through the gates 
by which he had entered ; but this time under his true 
name and designation — ^^ Elliot, ministre pI6nipotentiare 
de S. M. le Roi d'Angleterre prfes le Roi de Dane- 
niarck." 

The small vessel which he had hired to bring him 
from Copenhagen to (illegible) was waiting there for him, 
and among the suite he rejoined on board, his faithful dog 
is specially mentioned. 

Having taken this journey at a moment's notice, for 
the purpose of securing the safety of his child, but at 
the imminent risk of ruining himself by a step for which 
he had neither precedent nor authority, he now made a 
regular demand for leave of absence to return to Berlin 
for the arrangement of his affairs. The first of these 
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was the chastisement of Kniphausen, agamst whom all 
his ¥rrath was du-ected^ for m not one of his letters does 
he ever refer to his wife except as an object of pity. 

On the 12th of July the same correspondent as 
before wrote to Mr. Liston at Madrid the sequel of the 
story. Mr. Elliot having written to a fiiend in Berlin 
that he proposed shortly to arrive there^ ^^ when his cane 
would be more eloquent than his pen to answer the im- 
pertinent letters he had received from Eniphausen/' the 
latter^ ''fit le glorieux/' practised pistol-shooting daily^and 
endeavoured to secure the services of a second. " Mais/' 
says the letter^ '' malgr^ les offres qu'il fit jusqu'^ 100 
Louis d'or il ne piit r^ussir." A rumour having got 
abroad that he had found a second in a gentleman of 
the Court; this gentleman was arrested and carried 
before Count Hertzberg, the prime minister, and obliged 
to give his word of honour that he would not act as 
Kuiphausen's friend. The baron himself was dismissed 
from the service of Prince Heniy, and was also threat- 
ened with arrest, to avoid which he passed into Meck- 
lenburg ; and there Mr. Elliot, who, in ignorance of all 
that had been passing at Berlin, had sought his enemy 
in vain at Rheinsberg, finally came up with him at 
three in the morning at a small road-side inn, where, 
stopping for a moment to make inquiries, Mr. Elliot 
was refused admission, on the plea of the whole house 
having been retained by a single traveller who had 
lately arrived there. This cautious proceeding convinced 
him that he had found his man. Armed with swords 
and pistols, and a good cane, he entered the baron's 
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room and demanded instant satisfiEU^on, which being 
refused, he lost all self-control and fidrly broke his cane 
over his enemy's shoulders. This operation completed, 
Mr. Elliot conceived that nothing remained but to fight ; 
but after many pour-parlers concerning seconds, dis- 
tanceSy etc — ^Mr. Elliot being for five paces and his 
adversary for twenty — the Baron ^^ beau conmie Apollon/' 
but not so brave as he was beautiful, demanded a delay 
until more r^ular arrangements could be carried out. 
To .this Mr. Elliot replied by giving him four days for 
his preparations, leaving him the choice of tune and 
place. The interval vras spent by Mr. Elliot at Hop- 
penrade, from whence he wrote to a fnend at Berlin :— 

" My dear Sir — I have only time to let you know 
that I broke my cane upon M. de Kniphausen in Meck- 
lenburg without his offering to return the blow ; he has 
declined fighting till another opportunity. — ^Yours ever, 

« H. E." 

In the meanwhile, the Baron was writing to his 
relation Coimt Hertzberg, to the Mardchal de Wrech, to 
the Baron de Keith, etc., ^^ that Mr. Elliot had come to 
him in Furstenberg, and, accompanied by four armed 
men, had fallen upon him in the most cruel manner," 
etc. etc. 

When these misrepresentations reached Mr. Elliot, 
he wrote again to the friend to whom he had previously 
annoimced the fact of the encounter at Fiirstenbeig: — 

" My dear Sir — Pray send the enclosed to Hertzberg ; 
before this reaches you I believe the town of Berlin will 
be undeceived as Rheinsbeig is already, and as to 
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writing to anybody tiU all is settled, I am resolved I will 
not. Kniphauaen's story is a lie from beginning to end. 
I have been waiting all day for his challenge, and have 
not yet received it. I have given liini four days to ap- 
point a place and hour. Tell Juel^ the truth, and tell 
him to be sure that they do nut ■write anything false to 
Copenhagen. Kniphausen, nor nobody else, ever offered 
to touch me with one of their fingers. He took his 
uuiing in good part, and not a sword nor pistol was 
shown till he went to take up his from the tabic ; and 
then I showeii him a pocket-pistol, telling him to let his 
lie, which he did. God bless you, and be sure all is right, 
and will remain so till the end. — Ever, etc, H. E." 

The four days expired, but only to bring new excuses 
on the part of Kniphausen, till at last Mr. Elliot, wearied 
of writing, went to Berlin and occupied himself in taking 
steps for his divorce. He also called on the ministers and 
the corps diplomatique, and so thoroughly explained the 
situation between himself and his antagonist, that the 
latter was advised by his fnends to seek no further delay, 
and he accordingly challenged Mr. Elliot to meet him 
at Biureutb, a village on the frontier — where they finally 
met, and the end of the story must be told in the 
writer's own words : — " K. dcmande h tirer le V i 20 pas 
de distance et donne pour signal de mettro la main au 
chapeau quand I'mi on I'autre sera satisfait. Le 
second de K., nomm^ Copick, jadis officier dans cc service, 
mt^sura le terrain. O'ConnelJ, second d'Eiliot, trouve 
que les Jambes de Copick sont plus longues que les 
■ TiiB Uanieli miniBtrr. 
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siennes^ bref^ les pistolets se chaigent et sont remis en 
mains des antagonistes. E.montre8apoitrinekd^uYert. 
K. en fait autant Elliot ^tait en bas, E. en bottes. 
Elliot n'avait qu'un l^r firoc^ et E. avait un surtout 
pardessuB son habit K. tire son coup et manque. £• 
en mettant en joue, le pistolet se d^haige de lui 
mdme. E. tire son second coup tout aussi inutile- 
ment que le premier. E. k son tour tire et si bien que 
Fair de la baUe fedt d^toumer la t6te k E. et ya frapper 
contre un arbre en ligne droite ayec lui k 20 pas plus loin. 
Ces deux coups tir^, E. porte la main au chapeau dans 
Tesp^rance de quitter le champ de bataille. E. s'y 
oppose disant qu'il n'est point satis&it — que Fun ou 
I'autre doit rester sur la place et que la distance ne doit 
plus 6tre que de 10 pas — k moins que E. ne lui fasse 
des excuses par ^crit de ses propres impertinences, de la 
lettre qu'il lui avait 6crite en date du 19 Avril^de la fausse 
accusation de sa conduite h, Furstenbeig, etc. etc lA 
dessus les seconds entrant en negociations^ qui dur^rent 
pr^s dc deux heures. E. fit des propositions. E. ne fiit 
point content. Tout devenant inutile Ic combat recom- 
men^a, mais h la mC'mc distance^ vA que le second de 
E. dit quo commc on ^tait convenu de 20 pas d'abord 
il ne permcttrait pas qu'on change&t E.^ le pistolet k 
la main, cria, que d6s qu'il y'en aurait im de bless^, il 
signerait tout cc qu' Elliot avait cxig6. K fiit satisfait. 
E. tire son coup. E.sans le plus petit mouvement de 
tgte et encore moins du corps, porte la main sur la poche 
de son habit. On lui dit : Vous 6tes bless^ ? Non, 
r^poudit il — ce n est rien. O'Connell lui dit dc tirer 
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son coup. Mais E. repliant que s'il ^tait bless^ il 
signeraity E. Iftche son coup en Tair avouant d'dtre 
bless^ et effectiyement la balle avail perc^ la poche de son 
habit — sa culotte — avait ^ffleur^ la peau — et ^tait res- 
sortie par un trou qu'elle fit au bas de la ceinture de 
son habit. Elliot^ ayec un sang froid ineonceyable; ne veut 
point se fSsdre visiter ni layer la place jusqu'ii ce que tout 
soit fim. Aprfes quelques moments employes h changer 
ou adoucir les expressions conyenues, K. ^rit sur la 
place ce qui suit — 

'^ ' M. Elliot apr^s ayoir ^t^ bless^ k mon troisieme 
coup et ayant tir^ son coup en I'air^ jc lui fais la d^lara- 
tion de mon propre mouvement que je suis f&ch(S d'ayoir 
eu des torts enyers lui, et lui en fais des excuses^ de 
mSme que de lui ayoir ^crit une lettre outrageante le 
14 Ayril. 

" ' Je d^lare encore que les bruits sont faux que M. 
Elliot m'ait attaqu^ ayec des gens arm6s k Fufstenbeig. 

{Sign^ ' Knyphausen. 

" En outre il promit sur sa parole d'^crire une lettre 
d'excuses k Mad"*®- la Comtesse de V^relst. 

^' Quand M. Elliot fut muni de ces papiers, le second 
de E. youlait que les deux ennemis s'embrassassent d'au- 
tant que E. dit ' Actuellement notre querelle est yuid^.' 
Sur quoi Elliot mettant son chapeau k la main, s'adressa 
en Allemand {t E. lui disant : — * Monsieur, je yous souhaite 
toute sorte de bonheur ; mais quant k ce qui est d'amiti^ 
ou de relations entre yous et moi — il n'y en aura jamais. 
Pour vous, Monsieur/ — se toumant yere le second 
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de E. — ' Yens Yous 6tes conduit dans cette afioiie comme 
nn galanthomme^t je me fend on plaisir de FaYouer publi- 
gnement — et dans toutes les ooeasionB.' Aprfes quoi E. 
fit bassiner la blessure et se remit en Yoiture pour reYenir 
2t Berlin. 

'^Mercredi matin toute la Yille 89ut lliiBtoire^ ce ne fut 
qu'un cri d'^loges pour Elliot. Toutes les cours lui 
euYoyferent des f(£licitation8 — ^le Prince et la Princesse de 
Prusse^ le Prince et la Princesse Ferdinand, la Princesse 
Am^lie, le Prince de Brunswick. Le Prince Ferdinand 
lui ^riYit la lettre la plus fiatteuse. Yendredi matin 
le Prince Henri lui fit ^rire combien il ^tait charm^ que 
raffiedre se fut termini si honorablement de sa part, 
et le fit prier de passer par Rheinsbeig k son retour, 
ajoutant qu'il le rencontrerait d Meisbouig si pour 
quelques raisons inconnues E. ne Youlut point se rendre 
k Rhoinsberg. Le Boi apprenant Taffaire s'^rie, 
'N'aYois je pas raison quand je disais qu'il ferait un 
excellent soldat !' Hier matin Elliot est rcparti, couYert 
de gloire — dans huit ou dix jours son diYorce sera fini. 
VoilA done mon cher enYoy^, la pure et exacte Y^rit^ de 
toute cctte histoire qui a fait plus de bruit ici que jamais 
le sifege dc Troie n'en fit.' " 

An English friend, writing to himself, says, "The 
whole garrison of Potsdam is delighted with you." 

The Baron having written himself down a libeller 
and villain, and his conduct throughout the whole 
transaction having been cowardly and base, as well 
as unprincipled, the society of Berlin turned its back 
upon him. Prince Henry dismissed him from his ser- 
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Tice, Prince Ferdinand (the King's youngest brother) 
addressed Mr. Elliot in the following terms : — 

" Friedrichsfeld, 9th July 1783. 

" Monsieur — ^Permettez-moi de vous f(£liciter d'avoir 
heureusement termini yotre diffl^rence avec le Baron de 
Kniphausen. La mani^re dont j'apprends que vous 
Yous dtes conduit yous couyre de gloire^ et elle justifie 
la bonne opinion que j'ai toujours eu de yous ; la gran- 
deur d'ftme que yous ayez t^moign^ enyers yotre adyer- 
saire fait yotre ^loge. Je me r^jouis de sayoir yos jours 
consery^y etc. etc. etc. — ^Votre trfes affectionn^ ami^ 

" Ferdinand." 

And, in still wanner language, the Princess of 
Prussia wrote for herself and her husband — 

" Potsdam, I2th July. 

'^Yos malheurs ^taient ftits pour yous attirer la 
compassion de toute &me sensible, et la noblesse de yos 
procM^s Fadmiration et I'estime de tout le monde. 
Yous J ayez r^ussi parfiutement ; le Prince (Royal) yous 
rend toute la justice possible. J'embrasse ma filleule, 
parlez lui de moL Mille gr&ces de ce que yous me dites 
touchant la naissance de mon fils ; ayez de Tamiti^ pour 
lui, celle d'un ami galanthomme ne pent que lui dtre 
pr^ieux dte qu'il saura Fappr^cier. Frj^d^rique." 

But while royal princes and ministers hurried 
to offer him expressions of sympathy and of approbation, 
he was laid prostrate by a seyere attack of illness, from 
which he had been suffering at the time of his departure 
for Berlin, and of which he had been totally unmindful 
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during the late agitations; for some days he was seri- 
ously ill. 

In the letters which he wrote home during these 
painful transactions, he confined himself to the &cb» 
which it was necessary to tell, and passed over in silence 
the feelings which filled his breast To those who knew 
his naturally expansive nature and almost feminine 
tenderness, such silence must have told more plainly 
than speech of the struggle it caused him to contend 
against afiections not withered but crushed. To us, half 
a page in an old pocket-book gives a glimpse into his 
secret thoughts when on the eve of meeting what seemed 
an impending fate, and though the lines written there 
have no pretensions to poetical merit, the occasion 
which suggested them lends them an interest of their 
own: — 



(( 



July 8, 1783. Before going out to fight a duel. 

** Wlien youthful ardour led me to the field, 
My youthful sword a blooming Laurel won, 
When sacred friendship glowe<l with equal warmth, 
My hand propitious gave that friend success ; 
With fiercer flame, when Love had fired my soul. 
That flame, soon mutual, lighted Hymen's torch ; 
The Laurel, Friend, the Wife — these gifts were mine. 



** To teach the vanity of earthly good. 
From War 1 brought disease and years of pain ; 
From Friendship's ashes learnt that man is frail ; 
And Hymen's torch but lights me to my tomb." 

Below these lines the following sentence is written : — 
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" P.8. — I entirely acquit liston of the least coolness 
or change of sentiment. 

" H. Elliot, 8th July 1783." 

The reflection on Mr. Liston probably rested on some 
misconception, or emanated from that mood of mind in 
which ''all the world appears unkind." Its almost 
simultaneous retractation was doubtless due to a sudden 
consciousness that it might cause pain when explanation 
would have ceased to be possible. 

During Mr. Elliot's stay in Berlin the necessary steps 
were taken for his divorce, and, when his health was re- 
established, he returned to Denmark on the best footing 
with his mother-in-law, with Prince Henry, and all his 
old Berlin connections. His wife subsequently married 
her cousin, and both lived in strict retirement until her 
death, which took place in a few years after these events. 

Thus again Hugh Elliot stood alone in life; his 
household gods lay shattered roimd him; the mother 
who would have mourned over him was gone; and 
though his family sorrowed for his sorrows, it was with 
a feeling not unmixed with congratulation at the sever- 
ance of so deplorable a connection. ''Thank God," 
says Isabella, after his return from Berlin, " you have 
got safely away from all those strange people." 

What was thought at home of the first act of this 
uncommon romance in diplomatic life, may be gathered 
from a letter written by Mr. Liston from London, shortly 
before he went to Spain : — 

" London, 23d May 1783. 

"The day before yesterday I had an audience of 

T 
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leave of the King (as they mean to despatch me immedi- 
ately). He kept me (I belieye) pretty long^ and went 
through many subjects, among others your journey, with 
which I was amazed to find him so well acquainted. 
The first accoimts he had had of it were from a German 
gazette ; then from the Leyden paper ; then firom your 
two private letters to Mr. Fox/ both of which were 
shown to him ; and he must also have heard of it firom 
other quarters, firom the particulars I found he knew. 
I told him that it^ was a measure of absolute necessity, 
and that you could not possibly do otherwise ; which he 
seemed to assent to, and I was very happy to find him 
speak with so little rigidity on the subject. Both the 
courts concerned have used friendly language. The 
opportunity I had of talking so long with the King has 
had the same effect with me as the . successive con- 
versations you have had used to have on you ; that is, 
to convince me of his extensive knowledge of many 
things one would not expect him to be master of, and 
of his sound good sense in many others. I know not 
firom what circumstance it was, but I felt myself inspired 
with more courage to speak to him than I usually have 
to people that are placed even one step above me." 

1 The Coalition Government came in in March 1783. 
• This refers to Mr. £lliot*8 hasty journey, withmU leave, from 
Copenhagen to Berlin. 
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CHAPTER THE TENTH. 

1782 to 1786. 
COPENHAGEN. 

The first letters which my grandfetther wrote from 
Copenhagen in the winter of 1782 and 1783 give an 
agreeable account of his impressions of the place. Even 
through the clouds and mist of winter he gazed with 
pleasure on a fertile and undulating country, a sea alive 
with shipping, and a handsome capital surroimded by 
country residences standing in wooded and picturesque 
parks. The contrast offered by such scenes to those he 
had lately left was sensibly grateful to him ; and when 
in July 1783 he returned from the painful agitations of 
Berlin to his beautiful yiUa at Christiansholm, it seemed 
to him like ^' a hayen of peace to a shipwrecked mariner/' 
He appears to have been at once cordially receiyed 
into the society of the Schimmehnanns and Reyentlows/ 
femilies allied by ties of blood and by congenial tastes 
and pursuits, and firequent mention is made by him of 
their delicate kindness to himself, and of the resources 
he found in their attractive society. 

^ The readers of the MenurirB of Perthes will be familiar with several 
accomplished members of the above-named familiei. 
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Other friendships he owed to his intimacy with 
Countess Bentinck — a very remarkable old lady — ^who 
resided at Hamburg^ and whose unblemished life and 
strong mental powers had made her the respected centre 
of a distinguished circle. My grandfather had made her 
acquaintance during the many Tisits to Hamburg which 
in the early years of his residence at Berlin had afforded 
him rest and relaxation. She had been the confidant of 
his love-story; in her later letters she confesses that 
often^ while sitting with him in her garden at Elms- 
buttely listening to the delicious pictures of an ideal 
happiness of which he^ '^ le coeur rempli d'un espoir bien 
doux/' anticipated the realisation in his future home, 
she had asked herself^ with fear and trembling, if it were 
indeed possible that a female character such as that 
described to her could " come out of Nazareth ?" and had 
prayed that CYcn such a miracle might be worked in 
favour of her friend — " un 6tre compost d'esprit et de 
coeur." 

When Mr. Elliot first learned the circumstances 
which made the immediate removal of his child from 
his wife's care a matter of urgent necessity, it was to 
Countess Bentinck that he turned for help and assist- 
ance, and, throwing himself on her generosity, he 
implored her to give his child temporary protection 
should anything happen to him, or should obstacles be 
raised to his removal of her from the country. This 
appeal was received by his venerable friend as a most 
gratifying proof of the confidence with which her 
character had inspired him ; for not only did he know 
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her to be a near relation of the man who had so Borel; 
injured him, but to be couuected with him by other 
ties — Baron Kuiphauseu'e mother haring, on her death- 
bed, left him, with otbera of hia family, to the tender 
care of the Countess Beutlnck, whose sister, I believe, 
she was. Mr. Elliot's trust was amply justified by the 
tenderness with which Madame de Bentinck responded 
to his request ; and not only did she promise his child 
sueh love and care as she would have given to her own, 
but she placed her chateau of Doorwertb, In Guelder- 
land, at his disposal, shoidJ he think it a safer refiige 
than Hamburg for hla Infant daughter. 

As we have seen, however, Mr. Elliot succeeded in 
carrying her out of Praasia witliout coming into coUiaion 
with the Prussian Government, and Comitesa Bentinck 
tells him in one of her letters, immediately after bis 
return to Copenhagen, that the King not only did not 
blame his conduct, but that, on the contraiy, he had 
said: — "Qu' Elliot ^tant p^re, ^tiut louable d'en avoir 
les entraillea," and that all the royal indignation was 
directed againat the ofBcer in charge of the gates who 
had been taken by surprise by Mr. Elliot's sudden 
revelation of himself. Hence a very severe ordonnance 
had been published, to the vexation of all subsequent 
traTellers, who were to be submitted to " une Inquisition 
do Goa " before passing the gates of Berlin. 

To Countess Bentinck s good offices, Mr. Elliot was 
indebted for the friendship of her nieces. Countess de 
Wedel and Countess de Holatein-Lctraborg. Of the first 
of these ladies ahe says, " Elle a des qualities rares dans 
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toutes les ooun, et sendt digne d'dtre Angjcnse— ou 
m6me Romaine par bod caractfere serieux et digne." Of 
the Counteas of Holstein she gives a more elaborate and 
yeiy charmiiig portrait. ^^ Once a charming giil^ she is 
now an incomparable wife and mother^ living only for 
her fiBunily and friends. She goes rarely to Copenhagen, 
and it wonld be as hard for you to wean her from her 
happy simple tastes, as for the Spaniards to take OibnJ- 
tar from the keeping of yonr kinsman." She had a 
peculiar claim to the interest of an Englishman, having 
been strongly attached to the unfortunate Queen Matilda, 
who selected Countess Holstein for the painful duty of 
attending her in her terrible journey to Stade. The 
Countess, though barely three weeks had passed since 
her confinement, would not disobey the orders of a prin- 
cess whom she adored, though she could not always 
approve, and together they nearly perished by the way 
in a violent tempest. " Elle s'est fait sa gloire," says her 
aunt, ^^ of being the last Danish lady who conformed to 
the royal prohibition against wearing the order by which 
Queen Matilda had decorated the ladies whom she 
especially distinguished by her fevour." 

The first court reception, or *' appartement " as it was 
called, at which Mr. Elliot assisted, is described by him 
as brilliant and striking, though on general occasions the 
vast apartments were ill lighted and worse filled — neither 
courtiers nor candles being sufficiently numerous for 
their large dimensions. 

The Royal family consisted of the King, Christian 
VII. (who had married and divorced Matilda of England, 
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sister of GeoT^e III.)i of hU Btepmothcr, Juliana Maria 
of Brunswick -Wolfenbuttel, widow of Frederick V., of 
her son Prince Frederick and his wife, and of the young 
Prince Royal and his Bister — children of the King and 
of Queen MatilcUi. The Prinee Uoyal was, at the time 
of Mr. Elliot's arrival in Denmark, a slight slim boj of 
fourteen, of noble and easy carriage, " very like his 
English relations." The Princess, " a little faiiy, having, 
at the age of ten or eleven, possessed herself of all graces 
and all charms, dancing, talking, and holding her circle 
in perfection."' 

The circumstances under which my grandfather made 

his d^but in the society of Copenhagen were not such as 

to dispose him towards taking an active part in its 

pleasures ; for " when the stormy rain was past, the dropB 

_ remained still." 

H Dispirited and suffering in body as well as in mind, 

H he held aloof as far as was compatible with his position 

^ft from the world around him, and occupied liimself with 

^H "his child, his books, and his thoughts." He relates 
^P with pride the growth of his little girl's vocabulary, and 
^1 the increasing intelligence of her remarks ; and the " dear 

^H ' Shv iTSB bora a few months before tbe Bcvoiatinn took place which 

^H cast ber mother from tho thronp, and the nursing and rearing of this 

^H infant lud beon the only comfort of Queen Uatilda during her melau- 

^H chol; confinemcDt at Cronbnrg. She afterwards eaid that tho partiDg 

^^ft with her child was the severest pang she felt, when romored from Dca- 

^^M mark to a safer and more dignified prison in her brother's ca»[1c of Zell. 

^H Some yean aftor her death, Cole, the tmreller, ma told at Zell by in 

^^^ eye-witnesa of the loct, that the Queen constantly apoatrophised a 

^^H vept over the portroite of her t< 

^M the< 



children, for whom she rvtaiued I 
the end of hsr life the warmeat affection. 
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pretty little Bella " becomes a prominent personage in 
the letters he writes and receives. 

To his fisunily he describes himself as resuming old 
studies for her sake — ^leaming^ that he might instruct. 

It is yeiy probable that the idea of collecting and of 
preserving his correspondence occurred to him at this 
time. He frequently says in his letters that his thoughts 
are turned to the past ; that he is busied in studying it 
by the light of experience ; and as the collection of letters 
which I have described as chronologically arranged, and 
bound in volumes, terminates with the correspondence 
of 1784, it seems not unreasonable to suppose that its 
formation was one of his chief occupations during the 
interval of quiet and leisure which followed on his rotum 
to Denmark, immediately after his divorce. The work 
was not ill suited to his frame of mind ; it was an attempt 
to keep a waif from the gallant bark which had set out 
in " life's morning," with " youth at the prow and pleasuro 
at the helm." 

Ten years had elapsed since his first going forth from 
home, and, as he reviewed their flight, what varied scenes 
must his memory have recalled t — the Cossack tents on 
the Danube, his hairbreadth escapes by land and water, 
the brilliant courts of Warsaw and of Vienna, where he 
left so deep an impression, that years aflierwards travellers 
found, in the title of his friend, a passport to the best 
society ; the gallicised Munich, gay, vicious, and super- 
stitious; the barrack-like Berlin, where everybody not 
on parade was carousing and gambling, and whence 
philosophy fiedled to banish ennui and indigestion ; but 
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where^ across eveiy scene^ there flitted a phantom with 
fair face and golden hair^ like the treacherous nymphs 
of her countiy's fitbles^ luring the traveller on to trouble 
and sorrow. 

One can fancy him in whom, as Lord Stormont said^ 
the '^ elements were blended/' dreaming over these things 
in the beautiful solitude of Christiansholm, while^ half 
in tenderness and half in mockery, and wholly sad, he 
set himself to '^ weigh the weight of the fire, to measure 
the blast of the wind, to call back the day that was 
past!'' 

While thus occupied, public events seem to have 
lost much of their interest for him. '^ It is our destiny 
to SeJI into a Pit(t), or be caught by a Fox, unless Boreas 
should take us up again," he wrote ; and none of these 
things excited hhn— disheartened and disenchanted, the 
world to him was a stage, and all the men but players. 

In the meanwhile his letters from England bore no 
trace of any such indifferentism. The last letters which 
I have quoted were written during the short govern- 
ment of Lord Shelbume,^ to be so soon succeeded by 
the ill-fated Coalition — ^the strongest of governments as 
r^arded parliamentary support, the weakest in the 
&vour of the King and people. Mr. Eden, as is weU 
known, was one of the active promoters of the Coalition ; 
and neither he nor any other of my grandfathei^s cor- 
respondents had any misgivings as to its success when 
it should be once fidrly launched. 

^ Lord Shelbame came in in 1782, and was turned out by the Coali- 
tion in March 1783. 
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While the new muiistay was m process of oonstmc- 
tioiiy Isabella wrote feelmgly of the mischief done to 
London society by the excess of party strife. 

" At present," she wrote on March the 6th, " this 
countiy is much like the sea that surrounds it — ^nothing 
settled, and party running veiy high. Eden's friends 
and my brother's faction of last year have joined forces, 
but what the result will be is not yet determined. . . . 
Nothing can equal the strangeness of the scene here for the 
last twelvemonth — ^balls, assemblies, etc The Prince of 
Wales goes to all the great houses, and there is a ball 
every Tuesday night for him, where he gives the list" 

A month later she wrote again — " I continue to live 
as usual, very quiet, and am surrounded by bustle, which, 
this last six weeks, has been of a most unpleasant kind. 
Had you been in England, you would have agitated your- 
self to death. Indeed, the most phlegmatic characters 
were so. The Coalition are now what is called in; and 
I own I am a sufficiently good subject to wish there may 
never again be such a scene. However, I make no re- 
flections on what is called politics, as being able to 
determine what is really the good of the country is quite 
out of my reach. Mr. Eden kisses hands on Friday, on 
being made Vice-Treasurer of Ireland. He got credit 
for having been the means of uniting the two parties. 
During the crisis the union was wonderful. Time will 
show how it will turn out. Your principal ^ has great 
knowledge and power of reading character, with an un- 
bounded genius ; what the rest of his character may be 

1 Fox. 
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I do not kuow, but all his greatest enemies are now 
much attached to him; the scene is very perplexing. 
However, I think one goes more along with him in it, 
than with the persons who united with him. Nancy 
Elliot^ is going to many Sir David Carnegie, a Scotch 
gentleman of a vety good character and large fortune." 

The India bill, which was foreseen to be a danger, 
passed through the Commons triumphantly, and Sir 
Gilbert (who had returned in the summer from tlie 
Continent in renovated health) nTote a detmled account 
of the measme to his brother, under the impression 
that he was to be one of the parUamentary directors 
(the seven kings) to be appointed under Mr. Fox's 
bill. Tlic fate of the India Bill, and the jmrt taken 
by the King and the House of Lords, are so well 
known, as to make it useless to give extracts from the 
letters which relate to these events, since they throw do 
new light on the subject. 

The party who had a large majority in the House of 
Commons had ceased to govern, and the minority 
furnished a ministry. 

The House of Commons passed a strong resolu- 
tion denouncing a dissolution, though, as Mr. Eden 
wrote, " after all it would be a more constitutional 
course to pack a Parliament, than to govern in defiance 
of one." 

The minister was, in the eyes of his opponents, an 
inexperienced boy, and his great talents eould not be 

' DKQgllter of Mr. A. ElliaC, and grandmother of the Jireseut Eorl 
of Soutbwk, She died m I860. 
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expected to compensate for the entire dearth of ability 
in the greater part of his colleagues. '^ Habits of 
business make men of business/' wrote my grand&ther, 
not very much distressed by a change of govemment 
which excluded Mr. Fox from office. '^ I cannot agree 
with you there/' said Mr. Eden, '^ for who ever had such 
habits of business as some of our friends during a series 
of years, and yet" — 

The defeated majority had no doubt that a yeiy 
short interval would suffice to restore them to power. 
Confidence and glee were on the side of Opposition. 
Sir Gilbert was keener than he had ever been ; " If/* 
wrote Mr. Eden, ''his passions were equal to his 
abilities, he would play a leading part" The result of 
the general election dashed their hopes to the ground, 
and they learned that the people and the King were 
equally averse to the rule of a party who had compro- 
mised their principles to establish their power. 

One consequence of the general election was to 
deprive Sir Gilbert of a seat, an event less deplored by 
himself than by his friends. " My philosophy or my 
indolence," he said, " makes me well satisfied with the 
prospect of some leisure for self-improvement," etc. ; 
and he proceeded in the ensuing summer to enjoy the 
sea-breezes at Swanage, and the shades of the New 
Forest, with all the glee of an emancipated school-boy. 
In the autumn he and Lady Elliot accompanied Lady 
Harris to Bath, and from thence he wrote a letter to his 
brother, in which he describes a visit from their old 
schoolfellow Mirabeau. 
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" I was lately ^reeablj surprised by a note dated 
HntUm Street, Halborn, from our old persecuted school- 
fellow Mirabcau, who has fled to England for safety, 
and has nothing but his pen to trust to for support. I 
found him as ardent a friend an I left him, and as little 
altered as possible by twenty years of life, of which six 
have been consumed in prison, and the rest in personal 
and domestic troubles. He is very much ripened in 
his abilities, which are really considerable, and has 

acquired a great store of knowledge 

Mirabcau is aa overbearing in his conversation 03 
awkward in his graces, as ugly and misshapen in face 
and person, as dirty in his dress, and withal as perfectly 
aiiffisant, as we remember him twenty years ago at 
school. I loved him, however, then, and so diil you, 
though, as he confesses, you sometimes quarrelled with 
him, being always somewhat less patient in admitting 
extreme pretensions than me. His courage, fortitude, 
spirit, talents, appUcation, and, above all, liis wrongs 
and sufferings, should rather increase than weaken our 
affection for him, and I am really happy in welcoming 
and perhaps serving him here. 1 brought him with mo 
the other day to Bath, where ho made such hasty love 
to Harriet, whom he had little doubt of subduing in a 
week, and where ho so totally silenced my John Bull 
wife, who understands a Frenchman no better than 
Molly housemaid, where he so scared my little boy with 
caressing him, so completely disposed of me from 
breakfast to supper, and so astonished all our friends, 
that I could hardly keep the peace in his favour; and 
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if he had not been called unexpectedly to town this 
morning, I am sure my wife's endurance, for I cannot 
call it civility, would not have held out another day. 
He says he shall sell his estate when his father dies, 
settle for good in England to be naturalised, it being 
absolutely impossible to live in France with any sort of 
security. In the meantime he is writing books and 
pamphlets for bread." 

In the course of the autumn of 1783 my grandfieither 
had had some communications with Mirabeau, which 
arose out of a conversation held by Mr. Elliot with a 
passing traveller at Berlin ; and a very characteristic letter 
from Mirabeau will be found in Appendix No. IL It 
cannot fail to interest a student of that remarkable man's 
history, though it is too lengthy to be inserted here. 

While the Elliots and Harrises had been spending 
their summer together, Isabella had remained in the 
neighbourhood of London, occupied in preparations for 
a journey to Copenhagen, where, at her brother's request, 
she proposed to pass the winter. She had actually taken 
her passage (Aug. 1784) when she was attacked by a 
violent fever, which left her entirely prostrated in mind 
and body. For some time her life was despaired of, and, 
though after a time she rallied to a considerable extent, 
her nervous system never recovered the shock. In the 
preceding year she had suflTered from severe illness ; and 
while in weak health, her warm affections and acute 
sensibilities had been greatly affected by the troubles 
and prolonged absence of her favourite brother; the 
separation from him, the loss by death of those members 
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of her fiunily most tenderly united to herself, and, fiu-ther 
back still, certain painful recollections connected with 
her last sununer at Tunbridge (previous to her mother's 
death), had undermined her once gay spirits. A sense 
of duty, a naturally sociable temper, and plenty of re- 
sources in herself, enabled her for a long time to combat 
the despondent feelings which occasionally arose in her 
mind; but a healthy body is needed to struggle with a 
sick heart, and when her health failed her spirits gave 
way. The short remainder of her life was spent in re- 
tirement from the world, though she continued to see 
her family, and occasionally to write to her brother Hugh 
in a cheerful and uncomplaining tone. 

Happily for him, the sad tidings of her illness reached 
him at a moment when his mind was occupied by events 
of considerable political importance, then enacting in 
the capital of Denmark, to explain which, together with 
the share he bore in them, it is necessary to give a slight 
sketch of the internal politics of the Danish Court at the 
time of his arrival there in the autumn of 1782. 

The revolution, as it was called, of 1772, though in 
point of fstct it had no greater result than to substitute 
the authority of the Queen Dowager for that of the 
Queen Consort, had terminated in the banishment of 
Queen Matild% and the execution of her fitvourite, Count 
Struensee. From that time the Queen Dowager, step- 
mother of the King, had attained uncontrolled influence 
over him, and with it the entire direction of the Govern- 
ment of the country. 

The King, who in 1782 is described in Mr. Elliot's 



288 MSMOnt OF HUGH ELLIOT. [1784 

letters as hopelessly insane or imbecile, was nevertheless 
made to go through the pageantiy of a part, for the 
realities of which he was utterly incompetent The con- 
stitution of the countiy was purely despotic ; the ELing^s 
will superseded law. When the King in Council uttered 
the words '' Le Roi le veut/' a close was at once put to 
discussion ; a royal order, with the sign-manual aflSxed, 
was absolute ; and this, particularly distinguished by the 
appellation of an order of cabinet, was the instrument 
by which Denmark had been governed for many years. 
Persons devoted to the interests of the Queen Dowager, 
and of her son Prince Frederick, were placed B^nt the 
person of the King, in the highest offices of state, and 
the Prince Royal, the King's son, was held in a state of 
pupillage, which, in the case of an heir-apparent, was 
unusual in that country, even at his early age. 

By the laws of the land it was enacted that a Prince 
of the blood might be confirmed at the age of thirteen— 
that ceremony entitling him to take his seat in Council ; 
but in the case of the Prince Royal, the period of mi- 
nority was protracted till he had attained his sixteenth 
year. 

Mr. Elliot was not long at Copenhagen before he 
discovered that the existing system of government was 
odious to the majority of the people, that the principal 
nobles were disaffected, and that the most considerable 
men in the country were secretly conspiring to effect its 
overturn, so soon as the young Prince should have at- 
tained his majority. 

With the internal affairs of Denmark the English 



I 



1784] POLITICH OF DENMARK. 289 

niiaister could have nothing to do ; but the ill-wiU of 
Frederick the Great, the flickering friendBhip of the 
Empress of Russia, and the great maritime power of the 
house of Bourbon, made tlie English goyemment, whether 
that of the Duke of Portland or of Mr. Pitt, attach con- 
aidemble importance to tlic preservatiou of friendly 
relations mth the Scandinavian kingdoms. 

These relations were greatly imperilled by the state 
of adaim in Denmark. The Queen Dowager aad her 
party were entirely devotc<l to Prussian mterests, the 
King of Prussia, by constant attentions to the Queen 
and her favourites, having succeeded in establishing a 
powerfid influence at Copenhagen. He was, in fact, the 
Deua ex mnchina of the Danish cabinet. 

Count Bemstorff, whose position, fortune, and charac- 
ter had enabled Iiim to cany on a powerful opposition to 
the Government, and whose condemnation of the policy 
of the Neutral League had given great offence to Fred- 
erick the Great, had been banished at that king's instiga- 
tion, and he was the first person of note and consequence 
who broached to Mr. Elliot the projects in formation for 
making the young Prince Royal the instrument of his 
grandmother's downfall. At the time of Count Bem- 
storffs dismissal, the young Prince, then a boy, promised 
him liis fiiture support ; and such confidence was placed 
by the Count in the steadiness of the Prince Royal's 
character, that from henceforth they corresponded con- 
stantly on the most important subjects. For two 
years before the Prince attained his majority, Count 
Bemstorff furnished, in secret, daily instructions for His 
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Royal HighneBfl's guidance, which he implicitly foUoweil ; 
receiving the letters by means of a trustworthy valet, 
and always conBigning them to the flames immediately 
after having read, and committed their conteute to 
memory. 

The certainty that a change of government would be 
advantageous to English interests led the Prince'H party 
to make the English minister their confidant; he of 
course stated the fact to his Government, and received 
fi-om them strict orders to take no part in any of the 
BtepB proposed, simply to wateh and wait. 

The extreme youth of the Prince Royal, who in 
1783 was only in his 15th year, made Mr. Elliot very 
distrustiiil of the success of an cnteri»riec which de- 
pended on the discretion and resolution of so young a 
Prince ; nevertheless signs of spirit and tact were not 
wanting in his conduct. 

The Queen Dowager had endeavoured to inculcate 
in him sentiments of deference and submis^on to Ub 
uncle Prince Frederick, and the public had remarked 
with disapprobation that the Prince Royal was made to 
kiss his uncle's hand when joining him at the tlieatre or 
on other occasions. The Prince himself disliked the 
ceremony, an unusual one in Danish families, and had 
quickly perceived the impression it produced on others; 
having therefore determined to get rid of this act of 
homage, he, one evening that Prince Frederick pre- 
Bcnted him his band to kiss, threw it from him with 
such violence as nearly to overturn his uncle, who was 
both weak and deformed. Other and similar actions 
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gave the people an insight into the feelings which the 
young Prince, in spito of occasional ebuUitione, held 
under steru control. 

As the period of his majority approached, the 
aitnation of the Prince became extremely critical, but 
in proportion to the increase of diiEculty was the 
increawj of resolution on his part;. Besides the cor- 
respondence which he had kept up for two years with 
Count Bemstorff, he communicated personally and by 
letter with some of the leading men of the country, hi 
spite of being surrounded at the time by spies and 
creatures of the ruling party. 

About a week before the Prince came of age, the 
Queen Dowager appeared to have conceived a suspicion 
of liis correspondence with Count Bemstorff, and put 
some hard questions to him, which he answered with so 
much unconcern and adroitness as to dispel every 
suspicion. An unexpected summons to Court of one 
of the conspirators threw the whole party into un- 
founded alarm ; and the very evening before the revo- 
lution took place, M. de Schach-Rathlow, second only 
to Count Bemstorff in the direction of the movement, 
but who still ostensibly acted with the Queen Dowager's 
party, was engaged in conversation with one of the 
mmisters, when a servant brought and delivered to him 
a packet of roost important and secret papers. On the 
minister showing some surprise, M. de Schach-Rathlow 
with great composure drew off his attention, and 
jxicketing the i>apers, contrived presently to leave the 
room. He told Mr. Elliot a few days afterwards that 
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these were the very papers to be signed the next 
evening by the King in council, which by au oversight 
were thus conveyed to him in the middle of an assembly. 
This scene was witnessed by Mr. Elliot. On the 14th 
of April, the Prince Royal took his scat in Council, and 
at once rising in \m place desired to read a memorial 
which he drew from his bosom. 

This instrument contained the reasons he alleged 
for a total change of government, t<^ther with a 
list of the persons he entreated his father to call into 
his councils. A second memorial followed, by which 
the Eling was urgetl to enact that no fiiture ordera by 
bimaelf in the cabinet should be I'alid without the 
countcrtiign of the Prince Royal. So dignified and 
firm was the attitude of the Prince, and so great the 
surprise of all present, that no serious objections were 
made. Those faintly urged by Prince Frederick were 
silenced with warmth by his nephew. The King signed 
the documents presented to him, and the Prince Royal 
at once delivered to M. de Schach-Rathlow his creden- 
tials as minister. 

The Prince then wmted on the Queen, and ac- 
quwitcd her himself with what had passed in the coun- 
cil ; and " as her passions were violent, a scene of con- 
siderable confusion ensued in the palace." 

Nevertheless, he insisted that a court-ball, which 
was to take place that night, should not be postponed, 
and assisted at it himself with the utmost composure. 
So secretly and quietly had these important transactjons 
been conducted, that manyof the Danish nobility were first 
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made aware of what had occurred by the arriTal of one of 
the new miniatere at an assembly given by Count Moltke. 
On the cTcning of the same day a despatch was sent to 
Count Berastorff, Bummoning him to Copenliagen and 
to the post of Minister of Foreign Affaira ; but unluckily 
it found him laid up with a fit of the gout, aud seven- 
teen days elapsed before he arrived, during which the 
state of aflairs was most critical. 

So many interests were affected by this unlooked- 
for change of government, such bitter resentments and 
lioleut passions had been excited, tliat the Prince's 
peraonal safety was nut deemed secure in the palace ; 
and for several nights his partisans guarded his door. 
" Tlie person," wTote Mr, Elliot to Lord Cannarthen, 
April 24, 17m, " who has principally the ear and con- 
tidence of the Prince Royal, has made no secret to me 
of his apprehensions ; aud declared that it was the 
determination of their party rather to perish than 
to abandon the youug Prince agaiu iiitu the hands of 
people whose passions are now too inflamed hi know any 
bounds. 

" For my own part, I have thought myself under the 
necessity of taking a decision without waiting for any 
instructions from home, as there was no {xuisibility of 
their arriving before the conclusion of tills important 
transaction. I therefore desired this gentleman to let 
his Royal Ilighness know, that should the opposite 
party have come to any overt act of violence, I should 
have asked leave to appear openly in his defence ; 
and, by the fortunate arrival of a number of English 
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Bhipa at this critical conjuucture, there was little doubt 
but that I might have procured essentiiil oBsistance 
from tlieir crewa and other persons attached to me in 
Copenhagen. 

" Tbiuiks be to God, the personal resolution, con- 
atuic;, and prudence of the Prince Royal have alone 
overcome every obstacle." 

The most remarkable feature in this revolution is 
the part taken in it by the Prince at the early age of 
sixteen, after two yeara of careful and secret preparatioD 
for the final blow. 

The English Oovemment expressed great satisfaction 
with the conduct of their minister throughout these evente. 

Lord Carmarthen remarks that the singular degree 
of confidence reposed in him by Count Bemstorff, from 
his first arrival in the countiy, proved the high opinion 
which that eminent person bai.1 conceived of Mr. Elliot's 
ability, judgment, and secrecy. 

' 1 have nlrendy alluded to the friendship Mr. Elliot had fonned 
on Rrriving at Copenhagen with the families of Count Reventlow end 
Count Schiimnettnimn ; and closely ullied with these by relatJonabip, 
by politiciil Eympathies, and by aocial tA«tes, nere Uie familiei of 
CoQDt BcmstoriT imd of tlio Counts Stolberg. It was in the intimacy 
of this domeatic circle tliat Mr. Elliot Urst bec&me knom to Count 
Bemstorff. To give an idea of tlie intellectunl pOTBuito vluch 
occupied much of their attention, I ne«d only nrnko an cxtisct from 
one of miuiy letters written by Countess Augnata Bemstorff, n^ 
Gomtesac i)e Stolberg, to Mr. Elliot, during bis visit to England in 
178G : — "Je lis Ik present Butler (I'Analagie} que vous avez eu In 
bont^ de me donner, et je la lis avcc un plaisir, un iuU.-rEt infini, mc 
disant sonveut que c'est i reus que Je dois ee plaisir. Jc lis wun 
the Li/e of Cica-on, by MiddletoB — that is a chiumiiig book ; and 
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The King highly approved of the line taken by his 
representative, aud the policy now inaugurated by the 
new Government in Denmark, combined with the warm 
fecliuga entertained by the young Prince for his English 
relations — " Am I not half an EnglJBlinian ?" he said — 
gave every hope of a cordial alliance between the two 
crowiis. 

All my grandfather's private letters mention the 
warm approval which hie conduct, during these delicate 
tTansactions, had met with at home, "&om the King 
downwards," Sir J. Harris observed — somewhat in 
character — " that Hugh Elliot had not made half enough 
of his share in them ; " and Mr, Eden wrote from Becken- 
ham a letter of cordial congratulations. 

It was the last which my grandfather received from 
him before he returned on leave to England in 17B5 ; 
and it gives a bright and pleasant picture of the family, 
under the impression of which we may leave them. Of 
himself, Mr. Eden says — " Whatever may be the ups and 
downs of my political career, my clieerfulneus will never 
suffer." His orchard was " a garden of the Hcspcrides," 
braridM Akvnsiilf, i]ui> j'oime be&ucoap. ut quo je ne vonaaJaBais pan 
encore. Ue Baema Sand of nature, and tlisn I un Tond of liim '■ MiUe 
gracca da cher, cher Vonng, qne vous m'livez euvoyi an moment de 
putir, et dcs lignes mJminiGnt trop fliitljuises que vaus y arei 
ajout^ea et que je nc Bfaurais m'ltpprDpner. Qaand revicDdrei vous ! 
Pray don't forget Blair's KhitoriqM, Grey's LeOera, and Maaon'« 
works. — Farewell, my dear «r. 

■ > Souvenra vont de moi qui voua mis bien sinciremetit stlachee, 

" ACQUBTA C. HE BElltiSTOBFF, 

■' N& C, or SraLBETOj." 
frieud aud corresponrteol ofGoetlie's. 
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where a band of menj haudsome children plucked fruit 
all day long ; his fumi, strange to say, was profitable, and 
all the time which Mrs. Eden could spare from home and 
children was spent in trying to make others as happy 
as herself. The mnrrii^e of Admiral Digby to one of 
Mr. Andrew Elliot's daughters gave her great satisfac- 
tion. " The Admiral," wrote Mr. Eden, " is a good 
man, and as rich ns Pactolus ; he docs not consider a 
set of features or the tincture of a complexion as essen- 
tial ingredients in matrimouy. Mr. Andrew Elliot has 
had luck in the marriages of Lady Cathcart, Lady 
Carnegie, and Mrs. Digby. I am glad of it, for he has 
great merits."^ 

Mrs. Eden was, however, sometimes called upon for 
condolence instead of congratulations ; and the frequent 
mortifications which her brother Robert met with were 
confided to her sisterly ear, but without obtaining much 
pity from Mr. Eden—" Poor Bob has a rage for matri- 
mony, and offers himself so suddenly to every young 
woman that they are quite frightened, and scream " Ko I " 



I have now completed the task which I originally 
proposed to myself — namely, to draw from my grand- 
father's correspondence a sketch of his caHy career. 

It appears to me that no fitter moment could have 
been found to review the story of his youth, than that 

• Lady Cathcart and Lndy Cumegie were the daiishtera of Mr. 
Elliot b^ hU accand wife, an AniFiicnn lady, Mias Tlumatead, who had 
been aoug^t in mamagc by QenenJ WuhiagtoQ before she Toarried 
Mr. EUiot. 
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at which I believe him to have collected the materials 
of which I hare made use ; that he should have done bo 
when he did, was one of those incidents, unregarded at 
the time, which derive from subsequent events a deep 
significance. 

Already the friends of his early days, or most of 
them, were gone — father, mother, brother, had passed 
away — Isabella's days were numbered — the new ties he 
had formed for himself were dissolved— the most inti- 
mate of his companions and correspondents were dead, 
and those who remmned had been long separated from 
him, and had settled down into lives in which he had 
borne no part. Louis d'Yve had ceased to write of "his 
too amiable aunt;"^ and Mr. Pitt of his patriot band. 

The Elliots and Edens continued to be as dear and 
as tenderly attached to him as of old, but time, distance, 
and constant separation, could not fail to t«ll on the 
fi^qaency of their correspondence. Sir Gilbert, always 
an indolent letter-writer, found an excuse for protracted 
silences in the monotony of his country life. Mr. Edeii, 
busily occupied both at homo and abroad in important 
political transactions, had no time for the cheerfiil, 
pleasant letters which in idle days at Bcckenltam he 
used to write for himself and his wife, 

When family letters cease to be records of our daily 
paths, and become occasional carles dupays, their charm 
is gone ; we leam the general features of the coimtry over 
which our friends are travelling — we see its outline, but 
lose the colouring, the distinctness, wliich familiarity with 
' Caitnt«u Keipperg. 
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details alone xsaa give. My grand&ther may poosibly 
have been of this opinion^ since he ceased henceforth to 
bestow any care on the arrangement of the letters which 
he from time to time received from his relations. 

The most interesting portions of his correspondence, 
subsequent to 1785, relate to political transactions con- 
nected with the affidrs of the Court at which he was for 
the time resident, and are for the most part confined to 
official papers or to memoranda made by himself. From 
these I have been induced to select such portions as will 
fitly blend into a few slight sketches of his public career. 
The last years of his mission to Denmark were perhaps 
the most eventful of his diplomatic life. 
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SWEDISH CORRESPONDEKCE, 

Ik 178S, as I have BaJd, Mr. Elliot came home on 
leave; and during liie atay in Loudon he had Hcveral 
iiiteryiews with Mr. Pitt, with whose great abilities he 
was much stnick. He returned to Denmark iu 1786, 
naturally impressed by the ticwb of the minister, the 
great object of whose policy at that time was the preser- 
vation of the balance of power. The transactioiis to 
which the papers preserved by him, under the title of 
the " Swedish CorrcBpondence," relate, did not take 
place till 1788. 

On the breaking out of the war between Russia and 
the Porte iu 1787, Gustavufl HI.^ of Sweden, who had 

' Onstams the Third siiecwded bis father m. 1771. He received 
FB of his acCBSaiim to tlie throne at Paris, where he was pissing 
n winter undei the incognito of Count Hsga. And Madame dii Deffand 
nlludea with pit; in her letters to " ce pauvre prince roTol, qui pour 
itre duvenu Roi est obtig^ de e'en retoumer dons eon triste pays." His 
agreenble and rather courtly manners procured him much greater bdiv 
cesa in the polite society o( Paris than was obtained by another rojal 
traveller. Count Falkcustein (Joseph the Sewnd), Shortly after his 
rvturn home, ha oQcctod a revolutioD in the Swedish alilt4^, by which 
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married a sister of ChriBtian VII., eet himself with asa- 
duity to cultivate the friendship of the Court of Copen- 
hagen, aud to impress on that government the importance 
of seizing a moment when Russia was involved in a great 
and distant war, caused by her own ambition, to weaken 
her power in the North bj some decisive blow wbieb 
should effectually check her insidious and over-reaching 
policy. To effect this object, the closest union between 
the two northern kingdoms, and their common action, 
became necessary, and trusting to the influence of hia 
personal qualities, which had already contributed to the 
most brilliant successes of his reign, the Swedish king 
determined to pay a neighbourly risit to his Danish 
relations, nith the confident iiopc of inoculating the 
youjig Prince Royal witli his system of policy- 
Supple and adroit, yet daring and persevering, hia 
personal advocacy of Iiis views was calculated to pro- 
duce considerable effect on those with whom he came in 
contact; and the gift of eloquence, which he possessed 

Le greatl; extended the rojal antlwrity ; nnd he introduced consider- 
nble chttnges in courtly etic[UBtt«, aud even in the national costuuM. 
Els love of pomp and ceremonial, idth the fatigue of a da; nt court, 
aro amusingly described in Code's Travels, toL iii. In a private lettet 
to Mr. Elliot, dated August 1734, Coxe, after descanting on the king'a 
eitraordinary powers of con versa tion, sajs—" Nevertheless, Inustsa; 
ofhim, as you did of another king, that he is 'very meretricious.'" 
Coxe waa presenttid, at a royal reception, to the king's son, a child of 
six years old, who addrcssoJ him as follows — "M. Ic Ciipitaine — Ja 
wiisenclianl^devoQBToir,TonsBve« fait no long voyage." TheEnglish- 
nuui stared ; but Count Spsrre, the Prince's preceptor, exphiined with 
pride that Af had suggested tlie appropriate romplinient tu the gr««t 
navigator, betrayiug that he had taken Coxc for Cook. 
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in a singular degree, joined ki souiethiug brilliant and 
romantic in his appearance and address, made him pre- 
cisely the character likely to iuflnence a young man. 

Not only, however, did the king fail in converting 
the Danish ministers to his views, but tlie Prince Royal, 
though possessing great admiration and affection for his 
nncle, did not for a moment listen to his schemes. 
Denmark was bound to Russia by treaties^ and by inter- 
est, and her policy was one of peace.^ 

Baffled in his design of creating a strict alliance 
with Denmark, Gustavus determined to cast tlie die 
alone, but not till, in the spring of 1788, he had again 

' In 1773 Rnsai[i eviird Si^hlcsnig auj Hotatein to Dcnmitrlc in 
return for the Dachj of Olilcnburg nod the promiso of nartil imd 
milituy aid under certaiQ Bpedficd contujgttiiciea. This laat vtiolo 
appenn to havo been secret. 

* The following dispatch will illuatrate the state of feeling between 
Demaark and Russia olluilcd to in th« text : — 

" Captiihagcn, 2S(A March 1788. 

" My Lord — Panl Jones has been treated with very singnlar marliB 
of distinctioii nt this court . 

"Soon after his airivsl, Coant Benuitorfr invited him to dinner 
with the foreign ministers, but he could not profit of that invitatian on 
auroiint of on indisposiCioo. 

" He was presented \>j the French miniBler to the Rojal fuuily, 
and supped at the same tuble vitb the King of Denmnrk and tba 
PriuM and Ptiiiceas Royrtl, — an honour conferred, before, only on 
officers who rank as generals, or on foreigners of high birth or elevated 



"At the sacred concerts performed at Court, he occupied one of the 
chairs usually assigned to foreign ministers. 

"As the public express equal surprise and resentment at this 
extraordinary conduct towards a petaon natorions as Paul Jones, and 
who had committed acts of piracy within the limits of the Danish 
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personally, and strongly, but etill unsuccessfully, urged 
upon liis nephew, tlie Prince Royal, the importance of a 
close and active alliance between the Court* of Copen- 
h^n and Stockholm. The Prince Royal, who was at 
the time in Norway, occupied in reviewing the troops 
conunaaded by Prince Charles of Hesse,' replied to 
these representations by enforcing the wisdom of a 
pacific policy, and oCTeriug )iis services as mediator 
between Sweden and Russia ; and, on his return to 
Copenhagen, the Prince gave his suffn^ in council for 
maintaining the treaties with Rustda, a course which 

doBunion, 1 found great difficulty in fonning any plaosilile conjeotnie 
for the rraurana of so undignified a proceeding, till I learut yestvnlay 
that the Bussian ministt^r avows that this adrentorer is to be employed 
in the Empress of Bossia's navy in a high rank, I therefuie now 
attributo this glaring deviation of the court of Denmark from its nana] 
decorum to its nnbouudod deference, or probably even fear, of the court 
of St. Petersburg. Paul Jonra, i am assured, says that he haa rccMTed 
proposals from the Gmpross to command the sijuodron in Ihe Black 
Bea. 

"Baron la Houze, the French minister, left his name with a card 
signed le Commodore Paul Jones at my door. Not having retnraed the 
visit, the French miDiater aakeiL me nt court, in the presence of a 
numerous circle, if I knew he had bfen at my door with le Chef 
d'Escod**- M. Jones, I answered that I was not ignorant of that circum- 
itance and desired that he would bo plcoaeU to observe that ho liad not 
been admitted. To this he replied, ' Paurquoi ?' and 1 sgain answered. 
'Qu'il ne le seroH jamais chcs moi ea pareille society.' — I havo the 
honour, itc. H, Klmot." 

Paul Jones may possibly be better known at the present day to the 
readers of fiction than to studenta of history ; Fenimore Cooper having 
made him the hero of a popular novel called TAe Pilot. 

' Prince Charles of Hesse was brother-in-law to the kings of Sweden 
and of Denmark. 
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finally dctcrmineil that of the Danish ministry. It 
aflenrards appeared that, during all these negotiations, 
Denmark never gave the slightest intimation of those 
articles in tlie treaty of 1773 by which she was bound to 
lend military aid to Russia if attacked in the north ; and 
this concealment gave rise to a chaise of treachery, 
which was subsequently brought by the King of Sweden 
against the Prince Royal, and with some semblance of 
jnstice, since the King had scarcely joined his army in 
Swedish Finland/ whence he proposed to commence hia 
land operations against Russia, when the Court of 
Copenhagen published a declaration to the effect that, 
within a month from its date, Prince Charles of Hesse 
would invade Sweden on the side of Norway with the 
stipulated number of ausiliaiy forces. A mutiny among 
the officers of Gustavua' army, many of whom were 
aTcrsc to war with Russia, and were even in secret cor- 
respondence with that Court, broke out almost simultane- 
ously with the announcement of the military preparations 
of Denmark. Nothing could well seem more desperate 
than the position of the Swedish Kin g ; he was a prisoner 
in his own camp, while a treacherous enemy threatened 
his kingdom, and while the Swedish Senate itself, which 
had been deprived of its powers and reduced to a mere 
cipher by the rcToiution of 1772, showed symptoms of a 
dispo^tioD to take advantage of the King's difficulties 
to repossess itself of its lost authority, at the expense of 
the kingly power, 

r Ejineri formed tlie limit of 
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Before, however, any decisive steps Lad been taken, 
Gustavua contrived to eacape Irom Finland, and appeared 
unexpectedly at Stockholm, where, knowing the nobi- 
lity, -viho were numerous and powerfiJ, to be generally 
indisposed towards him, he threw himself at once upon 
the support of the citizens, and of the people at large, 
over whom he possessed a great ascendency. He dis- 
patched every soldier from the capital to the frontier, 
and, witli all the thrilling eloquence which he knew so 
well how to wield, he entrusted the guardianship of the 
Queen and her children to liis i>eople. 

Nothing could exceed the enthusiasm of the citizens, 
who themselves manned the batteries and works ; and, 
on the return of the officers from Finland, the public 
feeling was so strongly displayed against them, that it 
became unsafe for them to appear in public in their 
uniforms. 

At this moment of imminent danger to Sweden, the 
influence of two great Powers made itself felt on her 
behalf. 

Afler the accession of Frederick William to the 
throne of Prussia, and the appointment by him of Count 
Hertzberg to the post of First Minister, the Courts of 
Berlin and of St. James' had drawn together. 

The new King and his Minister were in policy and 
personal feelings as much opposed to France and Russia 
as Frederick the Great had been to England ; and Eng- 
land, Prussia, and Holland, had lately entered into an 
alliance, the object of which was the preservation of the 
balance of power against the encroachments of Catherine 
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If., and of the House of Bourbon. The English miuistiy 
bud, tbroughout the year, impressed on their Miuister 
at Copenhagen tlieir dctcmiination not to let Sweden be 
deatrojed by an; combination of powers against her. 
The Enghsh Mmister at Berlin, Mr. Ewart, nrote 
strongly, in the same sense, of the views entertained by 
the Prussian Government, and it was on the ui^nt 
representatious of Count Hertzberg, and of Mr, Ewart, 
and also with the full approbation of Count Bemstorff, 
who appears to have acted a very insincere part, that 
Mr. Elliot determined to set out for Stockholm, there 
being at the moment no representative of England there, 
for the purpose of obtaining a personal interview with 
the King, and of prevailing on him to accept the media- 
tion of England and Prussia, instead of seeking, as 
he had thrcatene<l to do, the good offices of Franco and 
Spain. 

" The pressing circumstances of His Swedish Ma- 
jesty" — wrote Mr. Elliot to Lord Carmarthen (Nov. 
1 708) — " and the immediate danger to which the 
balauce of the North was exposed, left me no time to 
wait for further instruetioDs than those contained in 
your lordship's despatches. Indeed, the verj- positive 
though general instructions given me, to prevent by 
eveiy means a change in the relative situation of the 
northern nations, invested me, as 1 conceived, with fiill 
power to act according to the exigency of circuni- 



Before leaving Denmark, Mr. EUhot received from 
Mr. Ewart an intimation of tlie decision of the Prussian 
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Cabinet for immediate action, and was informed that a 
dcclaratinn was on its way from Berlin to St Petersburg 
and Copenhagen, announcing that a bo<iy of 16,000 
troops would cuter Holstcin simultaneouHly with the 
advance of the Prince of KessiO in the dominions of 
Sweden. 

Mr. Elliot, on arriving at Stockholm, found that the 
King had departed for Dalecarlia, where, after the 
example of liis great prcdecesBor, he had descended to 
the bottom of the deepest mines, and, by his spirited 
appeals to their loyalty, had excited the rough Dalccap- 
liana into a fever of enthusiasm. Armed with their 
implemeutB of labour, and, in some uiHtances, with 
antique and ruBtj weapons preserved among them for 
centuries, they formed an uncouth and grotcBque ba6 
devoted bodj-guard to the King. 

" On my arrival m Sweden, after a search of eleven 
days I traced the King wandering from place to place, 
endeavouring to animate his unarmed peasants to hope- 
less rcsistanca His veiy couriers were ignorant of his 
abode. At lengtli, eshausted with fatigue and illness, I 
reached the King at Carhtadt, upon the 29th of Sep- 
tember. Here I found hia carriage ready to convey him 
to a place of greater security ; without generals, without 
troops, and with few attendants, he was devoid of evet; 
means of defence. The King's own words were, that ' I 
found him in the same situatiou with James the Second, 
whcQ he was obliged to fly his kingdom, and abandon 
his crown.' He was on the poiut of falling a victim to 
the ambition of Russia, the treachery of Denmark, and 
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the factintis treasoii of Lis nobility. In the sincerity of 
(listreHB the Iving iiko added, ' to the mistakes of hia own 
conduct' Backed as I presumed myself to be by the 
joint concert of the Kiiiga of Great Britain and Pruesia, 
I did not limit the expressiona dictated by the animating 
conviction of the reality of my powers, and replied with 
confidence — 'Sire, pr6tez-moi votre couronne, jo vous 
la rendraj avee lustre.' On further explanation, the 
King consented to adopt all those measures which I 
thought most suitable to his situation." 

In other words, tlie Ring, upon the assurances pvcn 
him by the English minister of the support of Prussia 
and England, resigned all idea of accepting the mediation 
of France, and placed himself unreservedly in the hands 
of Mr, Elliot. Ciothenburg, the most important fortress 
in the kingdom, was already threatened by the Danish 
forces. By Mr. Elliot's advice, the King of Sweden 
now resolved to throw himself at once into the place, 
and there to make a determined stand; while the 
English minister undertook to proceed to the head- 
quarters of the Danish army to oiien a negotiation 
with the Prince of Hesse, having for its object the aban- 
donment of his designs on Gothenburg, the arrangement 
of an armistice, and the final withdrawal of the Danish 
troops from Norway. Mr. Elliot had joined the Kin g, 
as we have seen, on the 29th of September, at which 
time no suspicion of the Prussian declaration had been 
entertained in Sweden. 

On the 2d of October the King, while on his way to 
Gotheubui^, received a courier from Berlin witli the infoi- 
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mation which Mr. Elliot had already derived from Mr. 
Ewart, of tlio Pnissian determiuation to come to bin assist- 
anco by marching troops into Holstcin, and the Kin g 
wrote the same day to Mr. Elliot, giving him an account 
uf the deepatchea, and continuing as follows :— " Rien 
ne ponvoit micus mc confirmer dona la pleine confiance 
que jc T0U8 ai marqiiiJe qu'iine d6claration aussi pr6ciB& 
Je Buis cependant bien aise qu'clle soil amviie aprte voub 
aToir donnd la marque la moins i5quiToquo de )a foi 
enti^re que j'ai mise & tos paroles. Le zMe que toub 
ra'avez montnj dans une occasion aussi importante ne 
pouToit dans ce moment @tre micux pay^ par moi que 
par mon enti^rc confiance. 



I 



" Vou8 ne pouvez douter combien de droit vous tou« 1 
acquerrez anpr&s de moi aux sentiments avec lesquels 
je pric Dieuj qu'il vous ait, M. d'Elliut, dana ea sunte I 
garde. — Votrc trts affectionu^ Gustave.* 

" Afariesla>l, u2 0cl. 1788." 

On the following day the King of Sweden arrived 

' [Ti 
"Nothmg conld confinn mc mare strotigly fn tlio full c 
which I have testified in yon thnii bo precise a ilpcliiratioii. 1 nn. I 
moreover, gl&d tlmt it arrived after the most nneguivociLl iniuk of tb* M 
perfect faith I hare in jour words hod btfeii given. The zeal jiou hftT* A 
ahown in my affairs od ao iiDportant no occaaion can at this timo oo^ 1 
be repaid by my eotire confidence. 

"You cannot doubt that you ire entitled to be regarded by mo 
with the feelings which make mo pray God may have you, Mr. Elliot, 
in his holy keeping. — Your very affectionate Qdbiavdb. 

" MariaUul, 2d Oclobrr 1788." 
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in Gotlienbui^g (Oct. 3), where lus preeeuce was wholly 
unlocked for ; with hie usual success, lie at ouce infused 
a spirit of determined resistance into the inhabitants of 
the place. The herald sent by Prince Charles of Hesse 
to summon the town was led blindfold into the presonec 
of the King, and informed that the place would be 
defended to the last extremity. 

On the 4th, GustavuB wrote from Gothenbni^ to 
Baron d'Arnfeldt.^ 

" Qothenhourg, ce 4 ttOclobre 1788. 

" Jo suls arriv^ ici hier au soir h onzc heurcs, mon 
cher ami, et apr^s aroir attendu une bonne heure au 
pont-levia par une tempfite affreuse, j'ai At& bien d^dom- 
magd par ma ri^ception. J'avois couru la poste depuis 
Alci^sab, et Buia entn5 i chev&l; d^s que j'avois pasad 
la demifcre poste, et que j'l^tois parvenu aus quais, une 
troupe do bourgeois me reconnut, et commen<;a k crier 
Vive le Roi ; k cea eria tout le monde vint aux fenfitrea, 
et Bortit des maisons, et accompagn^ d'une foule immenae, 
je suis arriv^ k la maison dc gouTememcnt • • • 
Oothcnbourg n'^toit pas tenable il j a huit joure ; aujour- 
d'hui il pent tenir quatre semaines, et dans quelques 
jours plua longtemps," etc. etc. etc 

" II faut que le courier d'EUiot ait fait imprcBsion, 
puisque Ton croit que lea ennemis se soient arrStda b, 
Uddevalla. • • • 

' Baron d'Amfeldt vna at the time comnumding the King's troD|is 
in DgJocarliB ; after the death of King GuslavDi the Baron sent to Mr. 
Elliot, in 1798, copies of the confidential corrcBpondenco which had 
puud hetween the King and himself during the autunm of 1739- 
From Ona uomspondence Uie above eitmcls are made. 
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On the 6th the King wrote again, " Mardi au plus 
tard, la ville sera investie. Lea Princes passeront de- 
main la riviijre ; nous no pouvons leur diaputer le passage 
n'ayant pas de troupes ; U faut les harceler et les inqm^ter 
pour retarder le passage. * " • Elliot arrive, il sera re^u, 
t»mme il le mi^rite, sous tons lea rapports intaginables." 

The representations which, in the meanwhile, Mr. 
Elliot had been employed in urging on the Danish 
leaders, had been by no mcanH Hucecasful. The apparent 
moderation of Count Bcmstorff previous to Mr. Elliot's 
departure for Sweden was repudiated by the conduct of 
the rojal princes at the head of the army ; and, having 
warned the princes that the consequences of an attack 
on the King of Sweden's dominions would be a rupture 
with England and Prussia, Mr. Elliot joined the King 

' [TllANaLATION.] 

"I arrived here jestpniny evening at rleren o'clock, my dear 
friend, utd attet having waited a whole hotir at the dmwbrid^ in ■ 
fearful tempest, I iras well repaid by my reteptinu. I travelled post 
fram Alengsab, fuid entured on horsehuek, Whpu 1 had pulsed UiB last 
])(ut, aud drew near the qnaye, a troop of townsfolk recognised me^ 
and begttu to cry 'Vive 1p Itoi.' At these sliouts everybody came to 
the windows and out of the honses, and, aecompaminl hy an isiinenM 
orowd, I arrived at the Goyemment-house. Eight days ago Gotheu- 
borg WBB not tenable ; now, it may hold out four weeks, and some 
days longer, eK, etc. 

" Elliot's Conner must hare made an impression, since it is bdiertd. 
that the enemy has stopped at Uddevalla. 

"On Tuesday, at lattst, the town will be invested. Tie PrincM 
will pass ths river to-morrow. We cannot dispute the posngi^ not 
having troops. They must be harassed imd disturbed to nXtzi tluic 
peasBge. Elliot arrives, lie wUl be rec^vnd,*a he 

dciservea, on every score." 
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in Gothenburg (Oct. 6), and prepared to await with Iiim 
the attack of the enemy. Three days later the town 
was saved. 

" I knew, my lord," wrote Mr. Elliot, in the narra- 
tive ho subsequently sent to his Government of these 
events, " how decisive the appearance of an Eng- 
lish minister, at that trying moment, would be at 
Gothenburg — it re-united the wcll-diflposed, and dis- 
heartened the disaffected. An early acquaintance with 
tlie art of war and science of engineering enabled me to 
point out the most important positions for defence ; and 
the voluntaiy offer of assistance from the gallant spirit 
of the English seamen, then in that harbour, ready to 
man the batteries under my command, would, I trust, 
have helped to render tho Danish attack of a rei? 
doubtful issue, had those very preparations not had the 
more desirable effect of inducing the Prince of Hesse to 
treat for an armistice of eight days,^ in which interval 
the Prussian declaration arrived, and I was confessed to 
have been no less the saviour of Holstein than of Goth- 
enburg, Sweden, and its sovereign. • • • 
" To so circumscribed a period had the distresses 
of the Kjng reduced the possibility of retrieving his 
affairs, that had I reached Carlstadt twentj-foor 
hours later than I did, or been less fortunate in con- 
cluding the first armistice before the expiration of 
' Tlie Prince of Hesse's Utt^r. proposiag to Mr. Elliot to join liim- 
»elf iind the Piiuce Roy ol at Bohiis to treat of nn annistjce, is dated 
7th October. That armistice, coQclnilod under Mr, EHiot'n mediation 
and guarantee, van prolonged for a month, and the finid cuDvcntion for 
the evacuation of Sweden vm aigned at Uddeviita in Novumber. 
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forty-eight hoare, Gotfaenbui^ must faave fallen ; and I 
have the authority of the King, seconded by the Yoi^^e of 
the whole country, to say, in that case there would have 
been no safety for the sovereign in hia oi*ti dominions, 
and that nothing less than a eucccssfol war, earned on 
by foreign powers, could have rescued Sweden from a 
diamembenuent by Ru^eia and Denmark."^ 

On the night of the 9th, eleven daj-a after the first 
meeting of the King and the English representative, the 
former was able to write to Baron d'Amfeldt that sn 
armistice was signed, and the finn and cautious measures 
of the minister had thus been crowned with success. 
" Gotkenbourg, ce 9 Octobre 1788, 
"d 10 Imires du soir. 

" Je me hfite, nion cher ami, de tour envoyer la con- 
vention ci jointe, qui i-ient d'etre sign^e en ce moment ; 
par les arrangements que nous avous ])riB, Gotbenhotug 
est hors d'insidte, ct j'e8]>tro que dans huit jours nouB 
pourrons jmrler d'un plus haut ton. Je ne puis e 
loner Elliot ; il vicnt de faire un grand coup qui Isit 
honneur tant A son jngement qu'ii son courage, et qui, 
en saurant la Sutde, conserve la balance de I'Europe et 
couvre I'Angleterre de gloire. " • • Adieu, mou bon 
ami, ne vous ddseHp<5rez pas, nous sortirons bicn de cette 
affaire-ci, et k noire houneur. Je vous embrasse de iout 
mon cceur. Gdbtave," 

1 NoTeinber 29, 1788. Ilngh Elliot to Lord Cnnnartlion. 

' [TlLAKBLATIOK.] 

" OoUumburg, S(i fktober 1788, 
" 10 o'eloek frening. 
" I luiBten, my dear friend, to send ymi the biuipxlxI couvantion, 
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On the 16tli October the King wrote that the 
armistice hail been prolonged, and that the Prussian 
enTOy, Baron de Borck, had arrived, "ausai chaud 
pour no8 int^rfits que le chevalier Elliot inCnie." On 
the 10th the King tells his correspondent that the 
Prince of Hesee had announced to Mr. Elliot hia 
intention of retiring into Norway, but, on the 2d of 
November, he saja that the negotiations have beeu 
checked by the pretensionB of the Prince of Hesse, that 
he, the King, has in consequence ordered the imme- 
diate occupation of two t«miB lately evacuated by the 
enemy, and he adds — "Je ne puis assez me louor du 
ministre de Prusee ; il serait ii souhaiter qu'EIliot u'eut 
point diminuii de z^Ie et d'activitd depuis que noa 
affaires ont commenc6cs & se remettre. H peut avoir 
raison, mais moi je n'ta pas tort de vouloir tiror parti 
des cons^quenccB." 

It was clearly not the duty of the English Minister 
to facilitate these views of the King. He represented 
a neutral power desirous to act fairly by all parties, 
with the object of maintaiuiug the balance of power in 
the North, not of allofting one potentate to overreach 
the other. The Annual Ilegiater for 1788 tells the 

which has jant been flignvd. By the nrrtuigeiiienta we hare made 
Gothenburg is safe from inault ; end I liopa that in eight days we may 
be able to take a higher toue. I caunot praiae Elliot sufficiently. Ho 
has BGComplished a muster stroke, which does aa much honour ta hia 
judguioiit »» to his aonrage, and which, by sariog Sweden, preserves 
the bnlance of Europe and covera England with glory. Adieu, my good 
friend ; do not despair, we shall come out of this business well anil 
with honour, I embraoo yon with all mj heart, Gustatub." 
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whole narrative of these n^otiatione at length, and 
with great accuracy, as may be seen by comparing it 
with the original and very voluminous papers preserved 
by Mr. Elliot, cont^ning his correspondence with 
the King of Sweden, Count Bemstorff, and Prince 
Charles of Hesse ; and no feature in the Btory is more 
creditable to the English minister than the perfect 
fairness of his dealing towards both parties, which was 
rewarded by the confidence of the Swedish King on the 
one hand, and of the Danish commander, Prince Charles 
of Hesse, on the other. 

The King of Sweden showed a greater amount of 
Bpirit in facing the unexpected storm which had burst 
upon his countiy than of judgment and forbearance 
when he found himself no less unexpectedly relieved 
from its dangers. 

Encouraged by the loyal and patriotic spirit which 
these dangers had raised throughout his people, ani- 
mated by hatred of the Daues, and by a desire to 
revenge on them, with the assistance of his two powerful 
allies, the humiliations they had wreaked on Mm, he 
was become less eager to advance the negotiations than 
to seek a pretext for a fresh rupture. This disposition 
showed itself in various ways, to the great embarrass- 
ment of the mediating ministers. It first appeared in 
the seizure (12th Oct.), during the armistice, of twenty 
Norwegian barks, laden with provisions, stores, and 
arms, for the invading army, which were carried into 
Gothenbiu^ " with all the triumph of a victory ; whilst 
the King supirarted this violence on the ground that 
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seas and watcre were not mentioned in the inatni- 
iiient." 

This act of violence and of bad faith produced a 
joint and Btrong remonstrance from the niinistere of 
England and Prussia. Mr. Elliot also wrote a separate 
appeal to the King's sentiments of honour and jiistice, 
pointing out the utter impossihility of his continuing to 
hold the honourable title bestowed on him by the King 
and the Prince of Hesae, of arbiter between them, should 
he become a consenting party to such a violation of the 
engagement drawn up by hia efforts. The King having 
before complimented the minister on the glorious situa- 
tion he was placed in, an " individual ia the depository 
of the Bolemn word of a great king, and of a prince com- 
manding an army" — -Mr. Elliot now repeated these 
words in hia letter, to recall them to the King's memory, 
and as introductory to liia subject, he then proceeds:^ — 
" It was on the acknowledged cluvracter of British ve- 
racity, stable as the foundation of their island, the under- 
written saw a sovereign and a prince rely, to stop the 
efinaion of blood, on the point of inundating the north 
of Europe. It was on the verbal assurance of a stranger, 
credited for the faith of his name and country, that two 
armies, ready to combat, have resigned their hatred, and 
renewed their ancient ties of amity and confraternity. 
It is, therefore, in the sacred name of honour and truth, 
that the underwritten is obliged to declare that, accord- 
ing to his weak insight, the objects contested must l^c 
restored to Prince Charles of Ucssc. Ue dispenses with 

1 Amiual KegUtar. 
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entering into a discuasion of time and place — ^he fulfils 
his task iu \irtue of his right as umpire." 

Tlie King's answer to this letter is among Mr. ElUot's 
papers, and is suffieiently quaint ; it was long in coming, 
since the date is 2d November : — 

"Gothenburg, id Nov. 1788. 

"Monsieur de Bork m'a rcniia la lettre que tous 
m'avez fait le plaisir de m'^crire, et il tous rendra eonte 
de ee qui a ^t^ rtSsolu entre nous. Je suis si ennuy^ 
d'cntendrc parier de ccs bateaux que vous ne trouverez 
pas Strange que je ne vous en parlc plus. Une chose 
plus intt^ressautc c'est d'avoir des nouvellea de voire 
Bant<i, qu'on m'a dit fetre bieu mauvaise, conime je cnuns 
que le mouvement que vous vous dtes donn^ pour mes 
affaires soit eu grande partie cause de son dt^rangemcDt, 
c'est une raisou de plus pour ni'j inttiresser. J'esp&re 
que Toua Toudrez bicn me donncr de tob nouvelles et si 
vous Bouhaitericz d'avoir mon miidecin et que je * * * 
[illegible] qu'il vous trouv&t, je vous I'enverraia. Je 
vous prie, etc. etc, Gustave. 

" Vous Toudrez bien vous charger do niea compti- 
mens les plus teudres pour lo Prince Royal, et bicn dea 
honuStet^B pour mon beau frferc."^ 

" GolArninirg, 2d Novemhtr 1788. 
" H. de BoTck has given me Uie latter which jon luiTe done loe the 
kindness to write to me, and be will give joii on account of >U that 
has been resolved on between na. I am so tired of hearing of tluse 
barks tlmt you will not tliink it etrango that I say no more about 
them. A moro interesting thing is to hear of jour health, which i uu 
told has been yexy bad ; it is the mare interesting to me, because I fclU' 
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A few (lays later, the King, to Bare lumsclf the 
mortification of a restitution to his enemies, tletermiiied 
to make over the barlta to Mr. Elliot, which he did in 
the following tcrme : — 

" 8 Nov. Oothenbow^g. 

" Note, par obdre du Roi. 

" Poor donncr une preuve de I'eatime et do la con- 
BJddration que la conduite do M. Elliot, etc. etc., a 
inepirtS au Rot, et marqucr ft ce miuistre combien Sa 
Majesty lui sait gr6 du z51e qu'il a t^moign^ pour Ic Roi 
et la couromic dc Su&de, Sa Majesty fait pn^seiit k ce 
miniatre, et k lui seid, des bateaux pria et de leure car- 
gaisoiiB,"^ etc etc. 

" (Sign^) OoMTB Sparre, 

" LieuL-OtniTal Commajulit'nt en GKtf 
foua la ordria du Jtoi. " 

About the same time that the seizure of the barka 
had taken place, the King had published a proclama^ 
tion, or manifcHto,^ " evidently intended to excite the 
greatest possible animosity against the Danes, by most 
injuriously and unjustly charging on the Norwegian 
army, and of course upon their general, the ruin of the 

that the ngitatioD my sffnirs havu caused you may be 10 a grent mMsure 
tbe caaae of its dcrangemoDt. I hope jou will let me hear from you, 
aod if yoa wish to havo my physician, and th^t 1 [illegihle] that he 
would find yon, I wiU socd him. 1 beg you," etc. Etc 

" Giro my most tender regards to the Prinue Koyal, and kjndeit 
iwinpliaientB to my brother-in-law. " 

* Tlie note goes on to viJue the cargoes, and to direct Umt tbe coat 
of stores ituured or dcMroyed should be paid in moQcy. 

I Annual Regiater, 
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SweiliBh prorineea in tlieir possession, bj the esorbi- 
taiices and depredations of which they were guilty."^ 
It was to the honour of tho English minister that he 
showed as much zeal in refuting these calumnies, in 
justifying the conduct and Tindicatiiig the honour of the 
Prince of Hesse, as he had constantly done in promoting 
and securing the interests of Sweden. This strangely- 
timed manifesto, which, like the affair of the barks, hap- 
pened during the first armistice, produced the following 
note from Prince Charles of Hesse to Mr. Elliot : — 

" Secrette. 

" Je voulais justement vous mari|uer, raon eher ami, 
que nous allions pcnaer k notre retraitc quand je re^us 
la lettre du Roi ;^ je ddsire fort de voua voir bientOt ici, 
conime vous me I'avez promi8,etrt%ler ddfinitivement avec 
vous plusieurs circonstances importantes. Je touIuh 
voua proposer de r^gler une armistice pour continuer 
jusqu'au ler Mai, mais je n'ose en ce moment, apr&s la 

' These calumnies appenr to have found their way into the English 
nevspapers, for somo mntiths Uter we find the Prince of Hesse writiilg 
to Ur. Elliot to complMn o( ui article in the ifomiT\g Chrmiele, in 
which, among othor mis-statements, it was reported that "tha Nor- 
wegiauB and the GtinoBn Prince ut thoir bead," hadciUTied. iiulfvmtHtM 
of torture with tliem into Sweden. The Prince b*gB Mr. Elliot to 
regain for him the esteem of his excelleut countrymeii, by convincing 
them thftt no other inBtraments than surgical ones had formed pari of 
his baggage. "J'oBe esp^rer de votre amitii^ Monsieur un reclt toot 
Htmple et muf dea faita, ot ([ae votre uom Hi glorienx pour votre nation 
(Utniira toutei lea abominatious que Ton se plait en Snide i i^pandn 
contre moL Je toos embnisse de toQt tuou cmur. God blcas jmu, my 
dear sir. Chicles. " 

' A bi>stile letter from the king. 



SWEniSlI COKRESPONnENCE. 



319 



L 



belle ddclaration de Sa Majesty Suddoiae, qui ne me 
parait gufere dispostS jmur cet effet. . . . Je voua 
embmaso do tout tnon cteur. Chables. 

"Bahua, Oct'"'." 

The prince wrote a more formal letter after hearing 
of Mr. Elliot's spirited vindication of Ids conduct. 

" Monaicur — Si I'incartade de Sa M^est^ SuMoise 
avut pu me donner un moment de mauTaiBe hmueur, 
j'ett ai 6t6 bien dddommagt^ par votre ch&re lettre qui m'a 
fut un pl&iair infini ; agrcdz, Monsiem', mes plus vife 
romerciments de la noblesse de vog prociid<5s h men 
^gard. Je suis p(^ui5tr6 de recoumussance. . . . Je 
Buia dana I'attentc du plainir de tous voir icL Son 
Altesse Rojale (Ic Prince Rojal) me cliai^ de vous 
fiiire sea complimena — nous r^glerons ensemble lea arti- 
clea d'ime annistice prolongi5e jusqu'au ler Mai, ct tout 
CO qui concerae la rcntn^e du corps ausiliare en Norwfege 
pour y prendre sea quarticrs dliivcr. D'avance j'oae 
?ouH donner plein pouvoir, ne pouvant rcmettre en dea 
meiUeures maina lea intdrCta dcs braves troupea que j'ai 
I'honncur de commander. Nous n'aurona alora qu'fi 
mettre ici la demifere main aux couditions que je ne 
balancerai pas d'acceptcr d^s que vous les trouvez 
juatea. 

" Je suia, avcc une consideration et une aniiti^ auasi 
diatinguiiea que siiic^rcB et pariaites — Monsieur, votre 
tr^a humble aervitcur, 

" Chari-es, Prince de Hesbe. 
" uddtKoiu, aoA owoAre i;as." 

On Mr. Eliiot'a appearance in the tomi of Udde- 
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valla, he received a quaint letter from the magis- 
trate, whd, in the name of his fellow-citizons, implored 
the English minister to make interest on their behalf 
with the Danish general, in order that they may be 
relieved of a contribution in specie wtiich he had 
threatened to levy on them. 

The letter, signed Anders Abcrg, and dated, Udde- 
walle, 6th November, saya — " Tis a glory for this town 
to receive your Excellence, and also for its magistrates 
to pay their humble attendance. The Swedes in general 
love and esteem the English nation, but we feel a 
special veneration and love for your Escellence'e high 
perfion, who, by the grace of God, is the true and 
effective man to restore peace and tranquillity to the 
North. We have the greatest reason to return our 
humble thanks to your Excellence, who already has 
mediated, and procured a stop to the cruels of the war, 
through this most desired and happy suBpcnsion of arms. 
■ " • I venture also to advance this my hiunble 
petition, that it might please your Excellence to re- 
commend this little town to fiirther gracious treatment, 
that no contribution may be asked from it. So wc will 
strive as much as in our power to accoininodute us to 
the will and commandment of tlieir Highnesses, as long 
as their troops live here, etc 

" The magistrates of this town beg leave to hare a 
share in the grace and benevolence of your Excellence, 
and henceforth to be in your gracious memory included." 

The final convention for the evacuation of Sweden, 
on the fith of November, was drawn up by Mr. Elliot at 
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Udtlevalla in the presence of the Prince of Hesse, 
while hia Swedish Majesty and the Prussian minister 
(both at Gothenbui^), ilisconraged by the refusals they 
had met with, had so completely lost hopes of success, 
that preparations were making for the recommencement 
of hostilities. 

" Having twice," says Mr. Elliot, in a despateh to 
his government, " prevented the King of Swetlen &om 
breaking the armistice, at Uddevalla I prevented the 
Princes from recommencing their operations, which they 
had determined to do in consequence of the ill-timed 
and violent declaration of hia Swedish Majesty," 

"The Prince Royal, in the presence of his officers, 
called mo 'J'ami commun du Nord.' 

" Six weeks after ray arrival in Sweden, a victorious 
army of 12,000 men, animated by the presence of the 
Prince, were checked in their progress by my single 
efforts, were induced to evacuate the Swedish territories, 
and consented to a truce of six months in order that the 
mediating powers might have time to establish the peace 
of the North on a solid basis. 

" The courier who is chained with these letters was 
witness to the marks of attention and respect conferred 
upon Elis Majesty's minister in thm singular scene. He 
saw those Priucca at the head of their troops, drawn up 
in order of battle, abandon the great object of their 
ambition, and, in my presence, give ordere to the army 
to begin their march back to Norway. 

" Perhaps in the annals of histoiy there is not to be 
found a more striking testimony of deference paid by a 
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foreign prince to a King of England, than that the 
Prince Royal of Denmark manifested on this trying 
occasion." 

On the veiy day of his departure fix)m Sweden, and 
immediately after his parting interview with the King, 
Mr. Elliot wrote to His Majesty and to the Prince Royal 
of Denmark to acknowledge the courtesy and kindness 
which he had experienced fix)m them, and to ask their 
pardon for the " vivacity '' into which he confesses that 
an excess of zeal had betrayed him during some of the 
discussions he had held in their presence. 

The copies of these letters have been preserved, and 
in both occur passages which cannot be passed over, 
since they are honourably characteristic of a man whose 
courage was no less conspicuous in the presence of 
powerful individuals than in the treatment of important 
transactions. They may also be taken in evidence of 
the imposing position filled by him as umpire between 
the two royal antagonists, which entitled him to feel 
what Mirabeau was wont to say : — " Ma tfete aussi est 
une Puissance."^ To the King he says — 

" Gothenbourg, lelO Nov. 1788. 

" Sire — Au moment de mon depart daignez agr^r ce 
pen de lignes dictiJes par un ca3ur rempli de respect, de 
reconnaissance et d'attachment. Pardonnez, Sire, les 
torts de Thumanit^; le souvenir des moments oh. j'ai 
pii par trop de zfele manquer h votre Majesty, couvre 
mon front de rongeur et remplit mon &me d'amertume. 

^ The saying attributed to Mirabeau is given in a private letter of 
Sir GUbert EUiofs. 
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Dugnez, Sire, oublier mes torts, et souffrir qu'en quittant 
Totre Royaume, j'oae encore Gtre vrai. 

" Je croia pnjvoir la coiisommatioii d'une alliance 
ddfenaive qui va assurer la tranquillity des ^tats de 
V, M. et cello des pays voisins. II ne faut qu'un aacri- 
fice, 0*631 cctui de cotto raalheureuBO gloire qn'un Prince 
ne pent obtenir quo par I'eflusion du sang. Prenez, 
Sire, pour guide votre coour noble, dleT<i ot sensible, et 
il ne vouB dictcra jamais la mort d'un homme ni la 
mine d'une famille. 

" La gloire d'un Prince conqu(!rant ne s'ferit qa'eo 
lettres de sang, et ne a'f^temiHe que par Ic souvenir des 
dt^Tastations des Provinces et la dt^solation des Peuples. 
Un roi guerricr depend pour Ba niputation de la 
cobue vulgaire et doit s'odrcsser aus pn^jugi^s et ii I'ig- 
norancG pour obteuir Ic suffrage d'un jour, que la plume 
du philosophe, la page de Ihistorien boulevcrsent quel- 
que fois mSme avant quo la mort ait enn^Toli toutes 
Ics facult^B mortelles dans le ni^aut d'ott elles sont 
sorties. 

" Consultez, Sire, les loix du Roi des Roix, et r6coii- 
noissez que Ic Dieu de i'univors est un Dieu de paix," 
etc. etc. etc.^ 

■ [TllANSLATIONl. 

'■ OotiKnlurg, 10(A Nofemher 1788. 
"Sire — At the moment of my ilepnrture doigu to «ccopt » few 
liura, dictated by tbo itrongest Teeliugs of resp(.i;t, gratitude, und >t- 
tachment. Forgive, Sire, the fulings of bamaoit}' ; the mcniory of 
those moments Id which, through u) exuess of zeal, 1 fnQed iu napect 
to your Majesty causes a flush to riae ou my brow aud Gils my soul 
with bitterupas. 
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To the yoanger Prince he writes more stronglj 
still:— 

" Gb<yrg. 10 Novbre. 1788. 

" Monseigneur — Au moment de quitter la Subde pour 
mo rentlre Jl Copenliague, pemiettcz, Monseigneur, que 
je me jctte i\ yob pieds, que je lui rcnouvcUe au nom da 
Roi men maitrc, au nom du Roi de Prusse, dcs remerci- 
mens pour la noblesse, la diguit^, la modiSration de tob 
procM^s, Je recount, M^ toute I'^tendue, toute I'lm- 
portance des conqufetea qui ne pouvaient ^happer ik la 
bravoure de vos troupes oil A ITiabilcti! de voa officiers. 
Je sens done vivement le pris du sacrifice fait k la 

" Deign, Sire, to forget mj cirora, and EuITer me, iu leaving your 
kingdom, onee mare to speak tlie trutli. 

" I think 1 foresee the cousnmmHtion of a ilcfi^navo alliance which 
would aecoTB the trajiquUlity of your Majes^'a states and that of thft 
nnghbonriog couotnes. But one sacriRce ia neeessary ; it ia that of this 
miBerable glory whiuh a Prince can only obtain by tlio Effusion of blooiL 
Follow, then. Sire, the guidance of your noble and elevated heart, and 
It will never decree the death of a nuui or the ruin of a family. 

" The glory of a warrior Prince can only be writteo in letter* of 
blood, and he con only be immortftlised by the remvoihrixnce of the 
devastation of provinces and the desolation of nations. A warrior king 
depends for his reputation on the vulgar crowd, and must address him- 
self to prejudice and ignorance to obtain the applause of a day, which 
the pen of the philosopher, the page of the hiatgriui, often annul eren 
before death comes to enshroud the mortal faculties in the nothingness 
from which they came. Consult, Sire, the laws of the King of Kings, 
and acknowledge that the Ood of the ITniverse is a Ood of Peace." 

Hr. Elliot's freedom of speech appeals to have hud no HI eflecta 
on bis interconrse with the King, for they continaed to correspond from 
time to time on a most friendly footing, uid did so even &fter Hr. 
Elliot left Copenhagen. 
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d^f^rence que Y. A. R. & daign^ me t^moigner pour le 
Roi Totre oncie et son trts auguate alliti. Que ma joie 
sera complete b! cette prcnii6re marque ilea dispoBitions 
de V. A. R. h leur dgard prepare ia grande confederation 
des Princes vcrtueux qui fcront consister toute leur 
gloire k maiutenir la paix de I'Europe et & consultier le 
bonheur de leurs sujete. ... 

" Accordez, Monaeigneur, votre pardon h im homme 
qui p^lie souvent par trop de ztle. J'ai quclquefois 
manqut^ ii V. A. Rojale en parlant mfimo du Roi de 
Sufede. En me rappcUant certaincs eKprcBsiona dict^ea, 
par la chalenr dn moment, je sens que j'^tais ingrat vis 
i^ TIB d'un Roi, qui m'a combl^ de Bes bout^s. J'oae 
assurer V, A. Rojalo quo le Roi de Suide ne desire que 
le renouvelleraent do votre amiti)^ ; j'ajoute Monseigueur, 
que le Roi vous ainie. J'ai quitt<i V. A. Royaie envi- 
ronni de Teclftt de vos triomphes ; j'ai trouv^ le Roi de 
Sutde quelques lieures plus tard, humili^ par un 
jeune Prince, son neven, chez qui il avoit ^t^ I'aun^ 
pass^e it la m6me (5poque, pour en rceliercher I'amitid, 
A pen prfea k votre age, Monseigneur, ce m6rae Roi n'avait 
devant lui que le perapectif du bonhcur, dea succfes et 
de la gloire. Toute I'Europe le flattait, et ^tait rempli 
de sea ei<^e8, 

" Excusez, Monaeigneur, que jo risque en honnfete 
homme de supplier V. A. R. de s'arr^tor un instant 
pour fiser h jamais dans votre souvenir que le sort des 
Princes di^pend autant de leur bonne conduitc que celle 
dea indindus. . . . 

"J'implorc la Providence de nc jamais inspirer k 
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V. A. R. que des sentimens de justice ei dliumanit^ qui 
Yous assureront la b^n^ction Divine. 

" Pardonnez, Monseigneur, au predicateur Elliot un 
sermon que la scfene dont je sors m'a dict^," etc. etc.^ 

* [Translation.] 

** Oothenlmrg, lOih November 1788. 

** Sir — ^At the moment of my departure from Sweden to return to 
Copenhagen, permit me, Sir, to throw m3r8elf at your feet, that I may 
renew, in the name of the King my master, in the name of the King 
of Prussia, acknowledgments for the nobleness, the dignity, the modera- 
tion of your proceedings. I acknowledge, Sir, all the extent, all the 
importance of the conquests which could not escape the valour of 
your troops or the skill of your officers. I feel, then, keenly, the value 
of the sacrifice made to the deference that your Koyal Highness has 
deigned to show me in regard to the King your uncle and his very 
august ally. How complete will be my satisfaction if this first token 
of the dispositions of your Royal Highness towards them paves the way 
for the great confederation of virtuous Mnces, who will make all their 
glory consist in maintaining the peace of Europe and in consulting the 
happiness of their subjects. . . . 

** Grant your pardon. Sir, to a man who often errs from an excess 
of zeaL I have been sometimes wanting in respect to your Royal High- 
ness in speaking of the King of Sweden. In recalling some expressions 
which escaped me in the heat of the moment, I feel that I was ungrate- 
ful to a king who has laden me with kindness. I venture to assure 
your Royal Highness that the King of Sweden only desires the renewal 
of your friendship. I add, sir, that the King loves you. I left your 
Royal Highness in all the glory of triumph — I found the King of Sweden, 
a few hours later, humbled before a young prince, his nephew, whom 
he had visited this time last year to seek his friendship. Wlien about 
your age, Sir, this same King had before him a perspective of happiness, 
of success, and of glory ; all Europe flattered him, and was filled with 
his praises. 

** Pardon me, Sir, if I venture, as an honest man, to intreat 
your Royal Highness to pause an instant, in order to fix in your 
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In different style from both these letters is the one 
he addressed to the Prince of Hesse, urging on him the 
duty of tempering the warlike dispositions of the young 
Prince of Denmark. After expatiating on the Prince's 
resemblance to his royal uncle the King of England, 
and on the latter's happy domestic life, he ends thus: — 

" Plftt k Dieu que tons les Princes de l*Europe trou- 
vassent autant de gloire k fedre des en&nts q\x*k detruire 
des hommes I " 

To which the Prince of Hesse replied : — " Je vous 
rends mille graces, Monsieur, au nom de tons les Princes 
de TEurope du bon souhait que vous fiEutes pour eux. 
La guerre et la gloire dont vous faites mention s'allient 
irks bien selon la mythologie ancienne.'' 

On his return to Copenhagen, Mr. Elliot found 
eight Russian ships of the line, which should have 
wintered at Gothenburg, lying at their anchorage in 
the Sound; and the reception given him by Count 
Bemstorff, and the Russian minister, prepared him, in 
some d^ree, for the intrigues which the discomfited 
partizans of the Russian and Danish alliance had in- 
sidiously conducted during his absence, with the hope 
of injuring him in the estimation of his own Court. 

A young prince checked in the hour of victory, an 

memory for ever the truth, that the fate of Princes depends as much 
on their good conduct as that of private persons. . . . 

'* I implore Providence ever to inspire your Royal Highness with 
those sentiments of justice and humanity which will secure to you the 
Divine blessing. 

'* Forgive, Sir, the preacher Elliot a sermon dictated by the scene 
which he has just quitted," etc etc. etc. 
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army turned back in sight of a great and easy prize, 
a powerful minister baffled and disappointed, furnished 
elements of mischief which could not fail to raise a 
storm. 

The accusation brought against Mr. Elliot by his 
enemies, was that of having out-stepped his instructions 
— of haying declared war against the allied powers of 
Russia and Denmark, without the authority of his 
goyemment. As soon as he became aware of the 
nature of the charges made against him, Mr. Elliot 
appealed, in a very spirited and manly despatch, to Lord 
Carmarthen. The letters which had passed between 
himself and the King of Sweden and the Prince of 
Hesse sufficiently attested the accuracy of his asser- 
tion, that he had neyer declared a state of war to exist 
between England and Denmark ; but that he had pro- 
nounced it to be the ineyitable consequence of persist- 
ence on the part of the Danish commanders in their 
meditated attack on the first commercial city of Sweden. 
The despatches which Mr. Elliot had received at various 
periods throughout the year from the English Govern- 
ment, and the letters from Mr. Ewart, together with the 
Prussian instructions of M. de Borck, fully justified 
Mr. Elliot, in his own opinion, in adopting the course 
which he had so successfully pursued ; and after stating 
this fully and explicitly, he closed his despatch by the 
avowal of the extreme disappointment and mortification 
with which he found himself under the necessity of 
disproving the injurious accusations of his enemies, at 
a moment when he had looked with confidence to re- 
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ceiring, in the augmented confidence of his own govern- 
ment, the due reward of his arduous services.^ 

To this spirited appeal the Duke of Lceda replied 
as follows : — 

" I have the satisfaction of acquainting jou, by Hts 
Majesty's command, that he highly approves the acal 
and ability which you have manifested in the very deli- 
cate and critical situation in which you were placed, 
and in which you came under the necessity of acting, 
from the pressure of the moment, without wiuting for 
Uis Majesty's particular orders. TTis Mi^esty considers 
the general tenor of the instructions which you have 
received, and the peculiar urgency of the situation, as 
having fully justified you in the measures whicli you 
adopted to prevent the mischievous consequences of the 
extension of hostilities," etc. etc. " You may show this 
dcspatcli to Count Bemstorff." 

Tlio Prussian Government was not less warm in its 
approval of Mr. Elliot's services to the cause of the 
Northern alliance. 

Mr, Ewart wrote from Berlin, October 31, 1788 — 
" Count Herzberg begs me to repeat to you the 
strongest assurances of liis esteem and admiratiun, 

' The dcspatchci from wliich the narrative given in the teit of Mr. 
Elliot's coadnct in Swvden has been taken, were all urittvu after bin 
return to Copenlingcti, and after he had loamed the efforts which hud 
been made in London by Coont Worouzow, Rusaiun Minieler. and M. 
de Schiinbom, Daniah Charge d'AfTain's, to obtain from the EogUsli 
Government a disavonol of his Swedish policy, llenve the tone of 
self-naaertion which may be remnTk«l in his share of the " fSwedlah 
Correspondence, " and which is foreign to liia muni Htyle. 
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adding that the extraordinary ability you had displayed 
not only justly entitled you to the appellation of an 
excellent minister, but to that of a distinguished states- 
man, since you had acted much more in the latter 
capacity than in the former, by having directed the 
whole of the operations entirely yourself. 

^^ His Prussian Majesty, in a long conversation I had 
with hun the other evening, paid the most flattering 
compliments to jou, and to the whole of your conduct 
on this critical and important occasion. I don't wonder 
that Count Bemstorff says he likes you much better as 
a man than as a mmister.'' 

The Annual Register tells us that, during the en- 
suing winter, Mr. Elliot, '^ whose ability and address 
had produced such essential and timely benefit in the 
foregoing year, still took the lead, on the part of the 
three allied courts, in all afiairs relative to the Northern 
kingdoms ; continuing to exert the utmost zeaJ in the 
pursuit of the object which was finally attained — namely, 
the neutrality of Denmark in the war between Sweden 
and Russia."^ 

^ A tribute to Mr. Elliot's merits, which will scarcely be suspected 
of partiality, may be seen in the following letter from the Ambassador 
of France at Stockholm, a man whose name is invariably mentioned in 
Mr. Elliot's correspondence with the highest respect 

**: Stockholm, 17th Nov. 1788. 

" Vous n'avez fait que paraitre en SuMe Monsieur, et votre presence 
y a retabli la paix et la tranquillity. Vous avez arrSt^ dfes son principe 
une guerre entre deux voisins que leur int^ret commun autant que les 
liasons de sang doivent toujours tenir en bonne intelligence ; et par le 
succ^ de vos negotiations vous avez prevenu des malheurs inevitables 
pour le Danemarc et pour la SuMe. Vous jouissez de cette douce satis- 
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The Btory of this curious bit of diplomatic service 
caanot be more aptly concluded, than by the insertion of 
the two following letters : — The first from the King of 
Sweden to George HI., and the second from the town 
of Gothenbui^ to Mr. Elliot. 

" Copie d'une lettre de Sa Majesty le Roi de Su&de Ji Sa 

Majesty Britannique — datde de Gothenbouig ud 

16 Oct. 1788. Confonne h la minute qui se trouve 

aus archives mioistcriclleH de SuMe. 

" Monsieur mon Frfere et Cousin 1 — J'ai dans tous 

les temps mis trop de prbt h I'amiti^ de votre Majesty 

pour ne pas dans le moment pn^sent, oil elle m'en donne 

des preuves si essentielles, lui en t^moigner ma recon- 

Daissancc. Votre Majest<5 a senti la n^cessiti^ de con- 

aerrcr la balance dans le Nord. EUe a rendu justice h 

mes sentiments pour clle. Elle a yu que la Su^de 

seulc pouvait arrSter I'explosion de I'ambition de la 

Russie, et former uue barrifcre pour I'Europe, ct Votre 

Majesty a jug^ que, pour efTcctuer une operation si 

essentielle pour le bicn et la libertiJ commune, il fallait 

Boutcnir la Sutde centre Ic uouvel ennenii, qui, en 

m^lant la &aude k I'inimitii^, mena^it la premiere ville 

commert^ante de mon Royaumc. Atcc nn ami aussi 

fnctiou. Elle est plm satiafaisanbi pour voiu qao tana les comptitiKiits 
i]u'on pourrait vona fnire el que miirita votre dexterity k manicr dvujt 
cnrocUres, qui dans le coura do cette n^gociatioD si j'en croU l« Kcita 
qn'on nona cd a fait, n'oot pas tonjoim eti facilea It accorder. 
' ' J'applsudla de tout mon cceur & vos snct^ " etc. etc. 

"Maiujdis PB FdNS, 
" AmbaaxuUw de Franrr H SCocJc/uilnt." 
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puisBtiut, je no pouvais qu'Stro sHr de rdussir, mais je 
dois k la \Mt& y ajouter que bodb la fermehS, I'ardeur, 
le courage, et I'liabilet^ du Miniatre de Votre Majesty h. 
la cour de Danemarck, le Sieur Elliot, vos bonnes in- 
tentious n'oussent point cu le succ^B d<^sir6. Je lui dois 
lajuatice qu'on n'a pu mettre plus d'activit<5 et de z^Ie 
daiiH wiB d-marches qu'il n'a fait pour retcnir rinjuste 
inTasioQ de nies eniteniis, et que, malgr^ ea Bant6 chaa- 
cellante et lea dangers do toute esp^ce qu'il a essuj&, il 
m'a servi conimc il aurait pu scrvir votre Majest»5 — c'est 
h dire, avec la loyautd et la femiet«S d'ua veritable 
Auglaiij, et conune je ne puis mieux m'acquittcr cuvers 
tui qu'cii rcndant uu fiddle compte de Ba conduite h 
votre MtyC8t<5, ct que sa conduite m'est une nourelle 
marque de vos sentiments pour inoi, jc nie hate par ces 
lignes de tous en t^moigner toutc uia Bensibiliti5, en 
vous assurant de tous les sentinients d'amiti^, de la 
liautc estime, et de la ])arfaite consideration avec 
lesquels je suls, Monsieur, mon Frfcre et Cousin, de votre 
Miyest^, le Frfere et Couaiii, Guhtave."^ 

' [Trasblatioh.] 
" Copy of a letter bom His M^estytlie King of Sweden to bis Britanitie 
M^'caty, dated Gottenburg, 16th October 17SS. According to 
thu minute in tlic Miniaterinl Archives of Sweden. 
"Sir, my Brother and Cousin I— 1 hare at all times loo higUy 
valued your Mi^eaty's tiendnhip tu withluild at the present moment, 
when I receive Budi eascntiftl tokens of it, the assurance of my gratitude. 
Your U^oB^ hita felt the necessity of preserving the balance of the Kort^ 
You have done justice to my feelings towards you. You have seen that 
Sweden alone can arrest the explosion of Kusaian ambition, and form a 
barrier for Europe, and your Majesty has judged that, to effect an opera- 
tion so essential for liberty and the common good, Sweden must be sUB' 
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" TKuluction d'unc Icttre 6crite en Latin et addressee au 
Sieur EUiot par le I" Magistrat de la Ville de Go- 
thenbourg, accompagnaut une mi^daille en or.^ 

" Monsieur 1 — La p08t6riU5 ne pourra sana duute se 
ressouvenir qu'arec admiration de la reddition merreil- 
leuse de Gothenbourg en Tannine 1788, loraque eette ville 
litait HI prta d'etre attaqu^ par des forces enneniiea, et 
de Rubir un joug (Stranger, et c'est en commiinionition de 
cet dvtnement que la ville a era dc son devoir et de son 
honneur, d'en ^tcmisor par une m^ulle sa profonde 
reconnaissance. 

" Vous, Monsieur, fQtes h cetto occasion un t^moin 
oculairc de rinSroismc et de la sagesse avec leequelles le 
Roi BQut ^carter des dangers anssi mena^ants, et c'est la 
juste eonsidiSration de Sa Majesty pour toute sorte de 

tained againat the new enemy, who, miiing franil with *amitr, mcnttewl 
the principal commercial town in my kingdom. With so powerful » 
frienil I was sure of success, bat 1 owe it to truth to add that without 
the liniracBg, ardour, courage, and talent o! your llajes^'s mlniatct at 
the Court of Denmurk, Mr. Elliot, jourgood intentions would not have 
had the de«red success. In justice to him, I must say that no one could 
have shown tnoro activity and zeal than ho did in the steps he took to 
stay the unjust invasion of my enemies ; and that, notwithstanding bis 
jreecarions health and the dangers of oreiy kind which he has undergone, 
he has served me as he might have served yom Uqjesty — that is to say, 
with the loyalty and firmness of a true Briton ; and as I cannot dis- 
charge my debt to him better than by giving your Majesty a faithful 
account of his conduct, and as his conduct is to me a new mark of jonr 
regard, I hasten by these lines to show my sense o[ it in assuring you 
of the feelings of fHeodship, highest esteem, and most exalted regard 
with which I am. Sir, my brother and cousin, the brother and cooaln 
of your M^'esty GcsTAVUa." 

' This medal is now in my possession, given me by my mother. 
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m^iite^ qui a ^lair^ la yille but ses deyoirs enyers yous. 
Monsieur, dont le z^le infatigable dans les n^ociations 
lea plus ^pineuses contribua si puissamment k leur suc- 
cfes. 

" La yille ne pouvant jamais oublier des services si 
essentiels, ni effa9er le souvenir de vos ^minentes quality 
personnelles, a cm pouvoir se permettre la liberty de vous 
offiir un exemplaire de la dite m^daille, comme un 
t^moignage des sentiments dont elle est p^n^tr^, et c'est 
de sa part aussi bien que de la mienne, que j'ai llionneur 
de me dire, bien respectueusement, Monsieur, votre trte 
humble et trfes ob^issant serviteur, 

*' Daniel Pbttersson,^ 

** Bourgemattre de Oothenbourg. 
" Chihenbowrg, le 9 FivrUr 1792." 

* [Translation.] 

** Sir — Posterity, without doubt, will only remember with admira- 
tion the wonderful deliverance of Gothenburg in the year 1788, when 
that town was on the point of being attacked by the forces of its 
enemies, and of being subjected to a foreign yoke ; and it is in com- 
memoration of the event that the town conceives it due to itself and its 
honour to immortalise by a medal its profound gratitude. 

** You, Sir, were on this occasion an ocular witness of the heroism 
and the wisdom by which the King averted these impending dangers, 
and the just consideration of His Majesty for every species of merit, has 
enlightened the town on its duty to you. Sir, whose indefatigable zeal 
in advancing these delicate and embarrassing negotiations contributed 
so powerfully to their success. 

** The town, which can never forget such essential services, nor 
lose its sense of your eminent personal qualities, desires to offer to you 
a copy of this same medal as a testimony to the sentiments retained for 
you by the town," etc. etc. 

"Daniel Pettebsson, 
* * Burgomaster of Gothenburg, * * 
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CHAPTER THE TWELFTH. 

1790 to 1799. 
PARIS — ^DRESDEN. 

In 1790 Mr. Elliot came home ou leave, and was sent 
by Mr. Pitt on a secret mission to Paris in 1790 and 
179L 

Beyond the bare fact that he was so sent, the cor- 
respondence tells nothing of this mission. In one letter 
only is there an illusion which throws a light upon its 
nature and success. A brother diplomatist, writing to 
him some years afterwards concemiag a delicate negotia- 
tion then pending, says : — " K you could have been sent 
to conduct it as successfully as you did your mission to 
Mirabeau," etc etc. 

In 1792 he was appointed minister at the court of 
Saxony, where he remained till 1802. His mission to 
Dresden was not apparently marked by events of any 
peculiar interest. 

The house of Bourbon, of which we have heard so 
much, had fallen, in its most important branch, before 
a power, of which we have heard nothing ! though for 
many a day to come it was found not ponderable by the 
statesmen whose scales and weights had been adapted 
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to the ^' balance of the North." Revolutionised France 
had started into life with a giant's strength, prepared to 
use it like a giant And during the ten years passed 
by Mr. Elliot in Saxony, his correspondence is occupied 
with details concerning the submissions of small powers, 
the struggles of great ones, the intrigues of French 
emigrants, and the insolence of French agents. A yoIu- 
minous correspondence with his brother, after the latter 
had become Lord Minto and Envoy to Vienna, contains 
very little matter of public interest at the present date. 
One short note, however, has a trait in which we see 
that time and circumstance had not entirely subdued 
early predilections in the diplomatist's breast. " Suwar- 
row," he said, "is at Prague; if it were not for my 
family ties, I should be strongly tempted to throw up 
my post and have a campaign with my old chief I "^ A 
quarter of a century before he had written from Munich, 
his first diplomatic post, " My greatest pleasure is to 
shut my eyes and fancy myself in Count Woronzow's 
tent on the Danube." 

Of his manifere d'etre at this time of his life Mrs. 

^ ** Mr. Elliot was attached to General Suwarrow's staff when the 
latter took and destroyed the town of Turticaya, took several cannon, 
and made a great number of prisoners. Mr. Elliot was the person 
despatched by Suwarrow with this news to Marshal Komanzow. The 
general gives the highest encomiums to this young gentleman." — 
Letter of Sir R. Gunning, Jime 15, 1773. 

With Romanzow Mr. Elliot corresponded from time to time till 
the close of the Marshal's life. In the summer of 1788, the Marshal 
acknowledges, in a little note, the pleasure Mr. Elliot had given him 
by introducing to him M. de BltLcher, an officer of whose qualities he 
formed a high opinion. 
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Trench givea a HtgIj ileacriptiun in her channing Jour- 
nal, on reading which his anrviving cMIdren declared it 
to be hlimelf. 

" Mr. Elliot," she says on one occasion, " woft 
wonderfully amusing. His wit, his humour, liis tMscon- 
tont, his spleen, his happy ehoicc of words, his rapid 
flow of idea^, and liis disposition to playful satire, make 
one always long to write shorthand and preserve his 
conversation."^ 

The pages in which Mrs. Trench describes the visit 
of Lord Nelson and of Sir William and Lady Hamilton 
to Dresden are among the most entertaining m her 
Journal. 

Lord and La<Iy Holland too are mentioned by her 
among the guests she met at the English legation, and 
it was probably dnring this visit tliat a circumstance 
occurred which gave rise to the following anecdote of 
my grandfather, told me by Lord Rnssell, who had 
heard it from Lord Holland. 

C'onyersing one day mth a Prussian gentleman, 
whose exaggerated praises of two Princes of that Royal 
House had somewhat wearied him, he watched his 
opportunity to get rid of his interlocutor. At last it 
came ; — " II faut avouer que ce sont deux grands 
princes r' said the Prussian, and waited for an answer. 
" Oui, et deux fort mauvais siijets I " quietly replied 
Mr. Elliot, to the great amusement of Lord Holland, a 
listener to the dialogue. 

While at Dresden he and my grandmother had the 
' Dresden, Oi'toWr 7, T80I. 
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happinesB of receiving his brother un<1 IjIuIj Minto under 
their roof when they jmsacil through Dresden on their 
way to Vienna, to which court Lord Minto was accre- 
dited as envoy extraordinary in 1799, Lord Minto'a 
visit to Dresden preceded hia wife's by some months ; 
\-ariou8 family reasons having prevented her from leaving 
England at the aanic time with liimself. To this cir- 
cumstance we arc indebted for a glimpse into my grand- 
father's home, preserved for us in the letters of hia 
brother and sister-in-law. 

Some years had passed since the brothers had met, 
and in the interval Hugh Elliot had married a beautiful 
girl of humble birth, but whose personal qualities 
justiticd his choice. 

Lord Minto, writing to his wife from Dresden, 1799, 
says : — " I have, since I have seen Hugh's wife and 
bcautiiid children, better hope of his happiness than 
I ever had before. She is very handsome — her face and 
head remarkably pretty, in so much that the celebrated 
Virgin of Raphael in the gallery, one of the finest 
pictures I ever saw, is her exact portrait ; while two of 
the cliildren are so like the cherubs looking up, that I 
told Hugh it was a family picture. I find her sensible 
and pleasant, and they are both generally liked, and on 
the best poRsible footing here. 

" Hugh's extreme good humour and temper, and hia 
affectionate and cordial manner to every creature that 
approaches him, in whatever shape, are captivating 
qualities." 

In May of the following year it became Lady Minto's 
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turn to write f« lier luisbaiiil of the houscliold at Dres- 
den, and her cxpresHions of pleasure at being again with 
Hugh and with his family, arc no less conlial than Lon! 
Minto'a. " I am delighted with Dresden," she wrote on 
the 2(1 May 1800, " with the gallerj- . . . with the 
country, in which there aecnia so much comfort and so 
many beautiful aceDCB. We take long airings every 
evening, and' I know you will be glad to hear that I ad- 
mire Mrs, Elliot and the children to the utmost." After 
a glowing tribute to " Mai^ret'a " uncommon beauty 
and natural pleasing maimer, she ends thus — " The child- 
ren are really charming, and the two groups are hugging 
and kissing, and intimate friends alrea<ly." 

" It is a happiness to mo," wrote Lord Miiito to 
Hugh after this visit, " that fur a moment our families 
have made one family." 
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CHAPTER THE THIRTEENTH. 

1803 to 1806. 
MISSION TO NAPLES. 

Mr. Elliot, being at the time on leave in England, 
was sent to Naples at twenty-four hours' notice/ in May 
1803, Lord Nelson giving him a passage to the Medi- 
terranean in the " Victory." 

War had been declared on the 20th of May be- 
tween Great Britain and France, and the First Consul 
had announced an intention of requiring all neutral 
nations to close their ports against British ships, while 
foreign courts suspected of leanings to British influences 
were threatened with an army of invasion. Bonaparte 
assumed that France was the head of the Southern 
Confederacy of Europe, and declared that he would not 
suffer either Spain, Portugal, or the States of Italy to 
deviate in any degree from the system of politics adopted 
by France. 

At the moment of Mr. Elliot's arrival at Naples 
(June 1803) a French army was approaching the 
frontier on its way to take possession of Tarentum and 
other ports on the Adriatic, which the First Consul 
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claimed a right to occupy no long an iiTcat Britaui 
should hold Malta. 

The greatest coneteniatiou prevailed at NaptuH. 
The King, Ferdinand IV., afraid of aduiittiDg tliu 
British niiniHter to his presence, had retired to Cascrta, 
leaving the hereditary Prince to reprenent him in 
Naples, and only coiti^cutcd with diiliculty to return 
there on the insistancc of Mr. Elliot that Ids cre- 
dentials shoidd be received by the Kiiig himself. *' It 
was riglit," he said, " to show that the presence of a 
Britiuh miuiater in the capital of Naples, a British 
man-of-war in tlie harlwjur, and of Lord Nelson's fleet 
in the Medilerraneau, were circumstances calculated to 
restore confidence to the King." 

The Queen, Caroline, daughter of Maria Theresa 
and sister of Made Antoinette, " the only spirited 
character there," pousCHHed great ability, activity, and 
enei^ ; but these qualities were so mixed with violence 
and indiscretion, that her conduct was at the mercy 
of those who knew how to take advantage of her 
wealmesses. At tlie mature age of fifty-two, she had 
formed an attachment for a French emigrant officer, 
le Marquis de St Clair, which had led to her being 
surrounded by a knot of his countrymen, among whom 
were some who cloaked dangerous objects of their own 
under the name of Froncji emigrants — " a title wluch," 
wrote Mr. Elliot to his Government, " no longer denotes 
any real d^ree of hostility towards the Government of 
Bonaparte. I must confess that the First Consul 
cannot make use of any better channel to forward his 
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own purposes than that of French emigrants at foreign 
courts." 

" The Queen herself," he wrote to Lord Nelson, 
"is well inelined towards us; yet she is continually 
drawn into scrapes and inconsistencies by these design- 
ing people, who are in their hearts equally hostile to 
Great Britain and to General Acton." 

General Acton, ^ highly trusted hy the King, and in 
Mr. Elliot's estimation the only man in the kingdom 
capable of forming and sustaining such a policy as would 
ensure its independence, liad by his constant assertion 
of the rights of his Huvd'eigns, and his resistance to the 
unjust and arrt^ant demands of the French Ambassador 
at the Court of Naples, become an object of peisecution 
to Bonaparte, who never failed to insist upon his removal 
irom tlie high situation he had held for more than twenty 
years. Unfortunately GJeneral Acton was old and infimi, 
and his opposition to the Queen's schemes for the ag- 
grandisement of her French favourites had rendered him 
obnoxious to her ; while " her exj>crienced management 
of every fcuiale wile and snare, of which the constant 
' Sir Joliu ActoD, Bart, of AlcliMjbani, bom in 1726, wai for many 
yean the Neupolitun prime minister nnd r.onimsDder-in-chiBf of the 
laud uid stm forc:ea of Najilea. Tbougb he had sncceeded to tlie 
liaronrtcy on the deatli of a conain in 17B1. he is invariably styled 
" General Acton " throughout the coiresiwailenire, both in official and 
private letleis. "General Acton," wrote Mr. Elliot in one ot hi* 
despatches, "bad in early life passed from the service of the Great 
Dake of Toacany into that of his Sicilian Majesty, for the purpose of 
rc'fanniDg and directing the Kespolitan naxni department. Uissnfaae- 
•|urnt rise took its origin as luncli from the Queen's known partiatity 
townrds him as from the King"" favour." , 
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pmcticc of a life spout in tlic pursuits of pleasure and 
ambition have made Iier so consunimatc a mistrcas, eu- 
abled her to aoothe, dccciye, and maat«r Mm whenever 
it suited her so tu do." 

The fiuanccs were verging on a state of bankruptcy, 
the army was ill paid, the nobilitj were disa&ccted, the 
people iudifiereiit, the mercantile classes in despair; and, 
iu hourly expectation of the closing of the ports, some of 
the English merchants had taken to flight before the 
British mmister arrived. Such waa the condition of 
tilings at Naples when Mr. Elliot entered on the task 
which hod been intrusted to him — namely, to sustain, if 
possible, the independence of the Two Sicilies, by en- 
couraging the Government to persevere in a system of 
strict neutrality, and by aiding them to moke military 
preparations for resistance in the event of an iuTasion of 
their dominions. 

The defence of Sicily waa an object of paramount 
importance with the British Government, and in case of 
danger in that quarter, Sicily waa to be defended " with 
or without the concurrence of His Sicilian Majesty."^ 

With these objects in tow, Mr. Elliot set liimself to 
gain the confidence of the Queen, to sitpjxrrt with all his 
* " Tbu kingdom of Nuples once lost, that of Sicily may lie prc- 
s«rvwl ; if Siuily were onco lost, tUe low of Naplai would infaUiWy 
loUow. The Grat, therefore, though a great evil, would still leave on 

Lusyium tor the royal family, und would enttue an iraporUnt seeurity 
to the interests of HU Migesty in the Hediterraneao. The last would 
lirovB the irretrievable ruin of their Sicilian Majesties, and would afford 
to the Freuch Government a domiuion in that sea, which they have 
lutherto endeavoured in vain to oht^." — thaiiiirh to Uwjk Elliol, 
No 
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influence that of General Acton, and to instigate the 
Government to yarious military preparations, such as 
arming the inhabitants of Calabria on the pretext of 
self-defence agamst Tunisian cruisers, and the restoration 
of the defences of Messina under the secret superintend- 
ence of English military officers, and by means of English 
money. 

The natural consequences of this vigorous conduct 
ensued. Acton and Elliot became equally obnoxious to 
France, and the drama enacting at Naples was thence- 
forth marked by a double plot : — ^the external struggle 
between Bonaparte and the sovereigns of the Two 
Sicilies, and the internal struggle between the Queen 
and Sir John Acton. 

It was Mr. Elliot's opinion that if the Queen had 
understood the true interests of Naples as thoroughly as 
she comprehended and hated the objects of Bonaparte, 
much might have been done to save her country ; but 
her passions were too strong for her judgment, or, Jis he 
wrote, " the judgment of the sovereign was warped by 
the frailties of the woman ;" and to procure the fall of 
Acton, she did not disdain to make use of Bonaparte. 

In August 1803, two months after Mr. Elliot's arrival, 
she desired him to wait upon her at seven o'clock in the 
morning, in her private apartments. " She was much 
agitated, and it was some time before she could speak 
on public affairs ; at length, however, she did so, with 
more than usual animation, and, having occasion to 
mention Bonaparte, his name was always accompanied 
with some appropriate epithet." 
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Mr. Elliot expreBBing some surprise that Her Majesty 
ahould be bo incensed (gainst him at a moment when he 
had gi-acioualy condescended to bear part of the es- 
pensea of his troops in the kingdom of Naples, tlie 
Queen replied with vivacity — " Mr. Elliot, I must make 
you the full contidence of what we have received from 
him, though we have not ventured to show his letters to 
General Acton." The Queen then led Mr. Elliot into 
her cabinet, and laid before him three letters, of which 
he was permitted to send home copies, " to be com- 
municated solely to the King's confidential servants." 
The first was from herself to Bonaparte, imploring, as 
the mother of her family and of her jwople, that he would 
relieve the kingdom of Naples from the burden of sup- 
porting his army ; the two other letters were from 
Bonaparte to the King and Queen. In the second, the 
most important of the two, he wrote to the Queen as 
follows : — 

"■ Brxtxelles, le 9 an. 11. 

" J'ai lu avec la plus grandc atteutiuu la lettre de 
votrc Majesty. 

" Je la prie de rester persnad^e qu'apr^s lui avoir 
fait beaucoup de inal j'ai aussi le besoin de lui Stre 
agnSable. 

" Dans1escot(jonctureBactueIles, il est do la politique 
inti5rieure dc la France de consolider la tranquillity 
cliez touB sea voisins ; il est de la politique ext^rieure 
d' aider un ^t&t plus faible, dont le bien dtro est utile au 
commerce de la France, mms je veux n^pondre par une 
conRance sans rdservc i^ celle dc votre Majesty. Com- 
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ment veut elle que je oonaidbre le royaume de Naples 
dans ses rapports g^ographiqnes et politiques^ lorsque je 
Yois k la i&te de toutes les administratioiis on homme 
Stranger au pays, et qui a centralist en Angleterre ses 
richesses et toutes ses afiections ? 

** Cependant le royaume de Naples ne se gouveme 
pas par la volenti et les principes du souverain^ mais 
par la volenti et les principes de ce ministre. J'ai done 
^t^ d^id^ par une sage pr^yoiance k consid^rer Naples 
Gomme nn pays gouvem^ par un ministre Anglais. 

** Repugnant beaucoup k me m61er des affaires in- 
t^rieures des autres ^tftts, oe n'est que pour dtre sincere 
euTcrs Yotre Majesty, que je lui donne la veritable 
raison, qui justifie toutes les mesures prises enyers 
Naples et dont elle pourrait avoir k se plaindre. 

^^Je desire que votre Majesty soit conyaincu du 
reste du grand prix que j 'attache k tout ce qui pent 
tranquilliser et ordonner le Continent et contribuer k son 
bonheur. 

^' Je prie Totre Majesty de croire aux sentiments dc 
la consideration la plus distingu^e. 

" (Sign^) Bonaparte."^ 

^ [Translation.] 

** Brussels, the 9 year, 11. 

" I have read your M^esty's letter with the utmost attention. 

**I entreat you to rest assured that, after having done you great 
injury, I am now desirous to be agreeable to you. 

*' At the present coi^juncture it is the internal policy of France to 
consolidate peace amongst all her neighbours ; it is her external policy 
to aid a feebler state, the well-being of which is of importance to 
French commerce ; but 1 wish to respond by a confidence without 
reserve to that your Majesty has shown to me. 
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Tlie Queen coniinented on the insolence, the per6dy, 
the ambition, etc., of Bonaparte, and tlien eou»ultcd 
Mr. Elliot as to what he thought of the plan to remove 
General Acton from the King's councils. " Who," con- 
tinued her Majesty, " should be put in his place ? For 
I am much afrtud that if General Acton were to ace tlic 
Firat Consul's letter, he would immediately ask for his 
dbimissioD." Mr. Elliot replied, " that ui>un an occa- 
sion, big with the most important consequences, he 
could not venture to give a hasty reply." Two days lator'' 
he sent her a letter in which he informed Her Majesty 
timt he would not consider the letter of Bonaiiarte as 
"de lui seul;" but rather as giving expression to the 
secret desire of many discontented Neapolitans and others 

" Whut must 1 tliiok of the kiugJom of Nu^iles iii ita gcugrai>hioa] 
anil ]iolJtiwl relatioDB, whilat 1 see at tbu lieiul of tlie admin iatrstioD 
unc who is a Btnuigur to the couutry, auil who bos Eratml in Englanil 
his weaitli aiid all las nfleotions 1 

" Nererthdlcss, the kingdom of Buples is not govci-ned by the will 
or the principles of its Hovrreigii, hut by the will snil sccardtug to the 
prinriples or this miniBler. I, therefore, was led by a wise foresight 
to decide on considering Naples as a country governed 1^ an English 
luiniiitvr. 

" Disliking macb to intericru in the internal affatni uf other utates, 
it U only in order tn be sinfieio towards your M^caty that I have given 
you the true reason which Justifies all the muaaures taken in regard to 
Naples uf whtuh you might complain, 

" Yet I wish your M^estj may be convinced of the great valuo 1 
.itlach to all that tends to tranriuillisa and amingo the Continent, and 
contribute Ui its linppincss. 

" I beg your Majesty to accept of my warmest expressions ol eateem, 

" (Signul) BoMATAATE." 

■ August 16, 1803. 
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to be rid of a man wlio had soned tlie royal family and 
country with f^tlifubicss, and whose poliuj Iiad gained 
the support and approval of England. After urging the 
Queen to acqu^nt General Acton with the nature of 
the First Consul's communicationB, Mr. Elliot went on : — 
*' Bonaparte se plaint que le G&ntral Acton soit 
Anglais, et moi je me flattc qu'il Teat, autant i»ar son 
caract^rc ferrae, loyal, et ealme, que par sa naissance, et 
dang ce cas je promete & Totrc IMaJeat<5, qu'il ne 
Becondera pas les vues sinistres du Consul par une 
ob^issance h ees ordres, et par une dissertion dc son 
poste, pour le ceder aux enueniis de son souvcrain."* 

The letter ended, after recalling the many encoura^ng 
circumstances in the position of the couutty which were 
attributable to General Acton's foresight and to British 
support, by the distinct statement that the moment was 
not one for reticence and mistrust, and that if a. dyke 
was to be constructed against the torrent which threat- 
ened to overflow Europe, the basis on which it should 
be raised must be solid, and that for himself, speaking 
as an honest man and a minister, he should refuse to 
take one more step in advance mitil he had received the 
most positive assurances that the insolence of Bonaparte 

"Bonap*rt« complains that General Acton ia an EnglifilunAn, aud 
I flatter myHlf thit lie is bo, aa much ho by the firmnraa, loyalty, 
and calmness of hia character, ad by bia birth ; and in this caae, I 
promise jour Majpsty that he will not second the sinister desigus of 
the CoDsnl by obedience to his orders, and hy deserting his poiit to 
yield it to tlie enemies of his Mvercign. " 
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should not affect any change in the position of the 
minister. 

Tlie Queen replied in terms of high admiration to 
what she was pleased to eall liis "parfaite lettre." Aa 
Mr. Elliot had advised, the Consul's letters were shown 
to General Acton; and the King protested that he 
would rather give up hia crown than sacrifice so faithful 
a ser\ant. " Had the Consul's letters been kept secret 
from General Acton, as was originally intended, the 
King would have been exposed to hear mysteriously and 
daily all the fears, alarms, and insinuations of the 
minister's enemies, without his having had an oppor- 
tunity of combating them."^ For tliat time the storm 
blew over, tho monitions of Bonaparte were met with 
explanations which were accepted, and Mr. Elliot pro- 
ceeded to write to Ills Government that he must can- 
didly onu he was by no means pei-auaded that Bonaparte 
thought the dismissal of General Acton would bo dis- 
agreeable to the Queen. " H. M. has so many irons in 
the fire that the natural eonsetjuences must inevitably 
ensue. There are, both in France and Germany, several 
individuals in habits of intimacy and correspondence 
with the Queen, who conceive that if General Acton was 
removed, and the French influence established here, they 
will be put in possession of the government." 

" I flatter myself," he wrote,^ " that the Queen has bo 
severely felt the mconvcniences she has been exposed to 
by listening with too much complacency to specious and 
artfiil iusinuatioiiB, that Her Majesty will not, for some 

■ Hngh Elliot to Lord Hawkeabory— Naples, August 2S, 1803. 
> AuguatSS, 1S03, 
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time at least, be indiieed to detiate from the direct line, 
which eaii alone encourage her real friends to exert tlieir 
energies in her defence. 

" I acknowledge in Her Sicilian Majesty many great 
and pre-eminent endowments : infinite ability and 
activity, a degree of courage above her sex, and every 
quality which may enable her to stni^le against diffi- 
culties, under wliose load weaker minds would sink ; 
and should these qualities be called into action, slic will, 
I am certain, act with a spirit and decision wortliy of 
her birth and situation. But in all cases that require 
discretion, self-command, and prudence. Her Sicilian 
Majesty needs to be guided and controlled." 

While taking this bold course in support of General 
Acton at the Neapolitan Court, Mr. Elliot did not 
hesitate to join with bim in representing to Lord Nelson 
and Sir A. Ball, Governor of Malta, who desired to pUce 
a British garrison in Messina, the inexpediency of com- 
mitting any overt act which would give the French a 
pretext for marching into Naples. 

He assured them that no grounds existed for any 
immediate alarms on the score of the French movements, 
and he warned them not to listen to "the misconcep- 
tions of misinformed people, and particularly of our 
merchants, who are excellent dealers in Newfoundland 
fish, but are bad newsmongers, and who will continually 
harass you with the same absurd stories with which ray 
table is also covered, until I get a proper opportunity of 
consigning the intelligence and alarms of those deep 
I>oliticians to their proper place."^ 

' Hugh Klliot to Lord Nelson, Scptrmlwr IS03. 
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To a proposal of Lord Nelson's for blockading the 
ports occupied by the French, he also "opposed his 
frank though considerate opinion." "The first con- 
sequence of such a measure would be that the French 
would complain of the impossibility of their getting 
supplies in the provinces they now occupy, and they 
would therefore extend their quarters to the districts 
adjoining the capital — if not upon the capital itself — in 
which last case, every port of the kingdom would be 
shut against us, and open to our enemies."^ 

The policy of the English Government at that time 
was not conducted on any large views ; and its agents 
abroad were sometimes puzzled by the multiplicity of 
objects pointed out to their attention, and were frequently 
left to act independently of any instructions at all. The 
precarious nature of all modes of communication between 
distant parts of Europe greatly contributing to the un- 
certainty of diplomatic correspondence. 

In the dearth of precise instructionp, the civil and 
military servants of the crown in the Mediterranean 
were desired to act in concert under various contin- 
gencies ; but they by no means invariably coincideil in 
their views of the policy to be pursued. In reading the 
letters of the generals and admirals, of the colonels, ma- 
jorsj and sea-captains, who were desired to correspond 
with Mr. Elliot, it strikes one forcibly that from Toulon 
to Turkey, purely British interests were the only ones 
which they thought it essential to serve. The statesman- 
like mind of the minister, on the other hand, perceived 

* To Lord Nelson, August 16, 1803. 
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the danger of adopting measures at once short-sighted 
and selfish, the mere suspicion of which did us infinite 
damage with our continental allies. 

Thus, as we have seen, in the first year of his arrival 
at the Neapolitan Court, Mr. Elliot had some trouble 
to prevent Lord Nelson and the Governor of Malta from 
disgusting Naples, increasing the already existing jealousy 
of Russia (" always a cold fiiend to us," said Mr. Elliot), 
and giving France a pretext for marching on Naples, by 
throwing a garrison of 1400 British soldiers into the fort 
of Messina, which was totally unprepared to receive 
them. 

That he took all the necessary steps for the restora- 
tion of the defences of Messina is proved by his corre- 
spondence, and by the condition in which the works 
were found by our troops in 1806 ; and until the deplor- 
able events of that winter, the neutrality of Naples was 
observed, and her ports remained open to English men- 
of-war and trading vessels, while English officers and 
English money were actively though secretly employed 
in military preparations against her hour of need. 

When the transactions of the year 1803 became 
known hi England, the Government approved highly of 
Mr. Elliot's share in them, as will be seen in the 
following despatch : — ^ 

Doivmng Street, July 3, 1804. 
" It gives me particular pleasure to be the channel 
of communicating to you his Majesty's gracious ap- 

* From I^rd Hariowhv to Ifugli Elliot. 
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probation of the prudence and discretion, as well as 
the zeal anil energy, which have distinguitihed jour 
conduct in a situation peculiarly difficult. The succcbh 
of jour efforta to induce the GoTcmment of Naplea to 
pursue a line of conduct which (without making aoy 
unworthy or unnecesaary conceHsion) has enabled it to 
avert the immediate danger by which it was menaced, 
and the meaaurcH which, in conformity to your sug- 
gestions, have been adopted for the defence of the 
Calaliriaa and of Sicily, have been highly satis&ctory 
to His Majesty's Govemnient. They have also excited 
the wannest sentiments of approbation on the part of 
His Sicilian Majesty, who has instructed his minister 
hero to esprcss the sense which His Majesty entertfuns 
of your meritorious exertions, and his anxiety that you 
should in future continue to act with the same caution 
as well as energy by which your past conduct baa been 
so eminently marked. In these sentiments of cor- 
diality and goodwill towards yonrself the Russian 
ambassador has entirely concurred." 

The First Consul was crowned Emperor of the French 
in 1804, and M. Alquier, his representative at Ifaples, 
was desired to present bis new credential lettera to the 
King and Queen. 

It was with the greatest difficult that the Queen 
prevailed on the King to grant M. Alquier an audience, 
which at last he oidy consented to do in the hope that 
this concession would, by gratifying the new Emperor, 
lead to the withdrawal of the French troops from Naples, 
Nothing, however, could exceed the dryness of the 
2a. 
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King^s maimer, and the only sentence he uttered was 
probably the most perfectly truthful to which he had 
ever given expression. " You will assure the Emperor,'' 
he said, ^^that my sentiments towards him will never 
undergo any alteration." It was observed that the 
Queen, in her reply to the ambassador's compliment, fre- 
quently repeated the expression ^^the Emperor, your 
master" which was meant tauntingly as being addressed 
to a person who had always professed the sentiments of 
a violent republican, and had voted the death of his 
former sovereign. 

Though Mr. Elliof s vigorous support of Gleneral 
Acton and his policy promised to bo successful as 
against external foes, it was not proof against the 
machinations of the Queen. In June 1804 a fresh 
plot exploded, which ended with Acton's fall. Having 
been drawn into a warm personal altercation with the 
French ambassador. General Acton felt himself so 
grossly insulted by the language addressed to him 
that he ordered M. Alquier out of his room. The 
result was an announcement from the ambassador that 
he should leave Naples if Acton were not dismissed. 
The particulars of the interview are not given in the 
official correspondence ; but in a private letter, marked 
"secret," from Mr. Elliot to General Acton, written 
apparently on receiving that minister's account of what 
had passed, the following passages occur : — ^ 

"Je suis sans inquietudes sur les suites de la 
bourrasque pr^m^ditde de Tambassadeur de France. 

1 Hugh Elliot to General Acton, May 7, 1804. 
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Votre Excellence me penuettra 
ccpendant de dire avec la franchise de mon caroct^re, 
et dc nia nation, qu'i. I'avcmr 11 ne devrait entrer par 
aucuiie Porte, par laquclle on n'aura pas le privilege 
de lui indiqucr la sortie, quand il lui aura plu de 
manquer k toutcs lea biens^anccs. 

Depuis que Ton reconnait entre les natjona 
ci villages les conTenanceB dues aux gouvemetnena 
^tablia, jamais, je crois, iiii ministre litranger ne s'eat 
ayied de pnSsenter une note officieUe au miiiistre du 
pays, portant I'dtrange proposition d'dloigner ce mfime 
ministre des eonseils do son maitre, et quolifiaat les 
corrdspondanccB d'une souver^ae du mot d'incendaires."^ 

The " bourrasque" produced graver results than 
Mr. Elliot anticipated, for the matter having been 
referred to Paris, dcspatehcB arrived in duo course 
from the Marquis de Gullo (Neapolitan minister at tlie 
French court, and, to borrow a phrase of Mr. Elliot's, 
"a conquest of Bonaparte's"), which represented in 

' [TRANt 

"I uu not imeaBf in regard t 
wnbasswlor's premeditated oatbnrst. 

" Your Eii^Uoncy, however, will permit me to say, with the fraok- 
neai of my character and of my nation, that in future ho should 
enter by no door by which one cannot take the privilege of 
showing him out, when it hu plisaaeil him to be wanting in 
common courteay. Since the recognition amongst civilised natiailB 
of tlie respect due to established govemmeuts, never, t believe, has a 
foreign minister thought proper to present an ofGciat note lo the 
minister of the country containing the strange proposition to remove 
this same minister from his master's counsels, and stigmatising tbv 
correspondence of a sovereign as incendiary langiinge," 
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strong tenns the deep resentment of the Emperor, 
and the grave apprehensions to which it must give rise; 
while private letters from the same source assured the 
Queen that within forty-eight hours a French messenger 
was to be despatched from Paris^ bearing a declaration 
of war in case General Acton should not have left the 
capital before his arrival. 

The Queen professed to be overcome with alarm on 
the perusal of these letters^ and, for the first and only 
time in her histoiy, she pleaded her personal fears to 
the King as the ground for the inmiediate departure 
of the minister ; and in spite of the remonstrances of 
Mr. Elliot, who urged at all events a less indecent 
flight, General Acton was persuaded to retire before a 
formal demand for his removal should arrive. He 
accordingly set sail for Palermo^ within the time speci- 
fied by Do Gallo — ^not, however, until the King, at the 
Queen's instigation, had settled on him and his heirs 
a pension of £6000 a-year, a measure which, under the 
circumstances of the case, looked much like a bribe to 
him to depart. 

Acton once out of her way, the Queen professed 
to regret him, and to have been carried away by her 
alarms, as Her Majesty was pleased to style her feelings 
upon this occasion. On the arrival, eight days later, 
of despatches from Paris, in a much more moderate 
tone than had been anticipated, she graciously said to 
Mr. Elliot, " Vraiment M. Elliot j'cn suis au repentir, 
et nous avons ^t^ tromp^s." But in those moments of 

' On the 25tli May. 
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violence and passion, " whon alone she was sincere," ulie 
aJmitted that it was the general's age and weakness, in- 
capacitating tiini for energetic and resolute measures, 
which had detenuined her to be rid of him. 

After General Acton's departure the councils of the 
court became more than ever distracted and perplexed. 
From the distance of Palermo, Acton professed to 
direct every department of the administration by the 
King's desire, while the Queen appointed her French 
friendtt to high places, and gave the command of the 
army to Count Roger de Danias, a French emigrant. 

In this strange state of disputed autliority between 
the Queen and the Minister, " who increase the diffi- 
culty of forming a decision respecting the veracity of the 
statements of either by continuing to correspond between 
themselves, and to load that correspondence with the 
strongest professions of mutual regard and esteem," 
Mr. Elliot conceived that " there was but one clue to 
guide him out of such a labyrinth of contradiction and 
inconsistency" — which was to prevml ujion the King 
himself to confide to him, from liis own mouth, his real 
sentiments and intentions. " I believe," he wrote, 
" there is no prior example in His Majesty's reign in 
which he ever consented to take a step so contrary to 
his usual habits, having always bad great aversion to 
treat personally even with his own ministent." Mr. 
Elliot subsequently described the conference granted 
Iiim by the King as the most remarkable in which 
he had had a share in the long period of hia diplo- 
matic serrices. Forced to speak for himself, the 
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King displayed talents and eloquence which took the 
English minister completely by surprise ; but the audi- 
ence, nevertheless, termmated by the King's desiring 
Mr. Elliot, on all matters of importance, to address 
himself solely to the Queen, as the only person in his 
dominions in whom His Majesty placed any confidence. 

'^ The Queen at present transacts business daily with 
the heads of all the departments, and acquits herself of 
so laborious a task with infinite ability. Her Majesty 
has permitted me to wait upon her every day between 
the hours of one and three, and communicates to me all 
the despatches received by the Court without reserve. 
Her professions of attachment to England are as strong 
as those of General Acton ; but I mistrust the impetuo- 
sity of Her Majesty's feelings, which will ever betray 
her into acts of imprudence.**^ 

The successful result of the machinations against 
Acton produced in due time a similar attack upon the 
British minister. The French ambassador spoke with 
the greatest acrimony concerning the apparent increase 
of favour shown to Mr. Elliot personally, since General 
Acton's departure for Sicily. 

" Among the extraordinary expressions used by M. 
Alquier, he said that he had been duped by the apparent 
concession made to France in General Acton's departure — 
the influence I had gained over the counsels of this country 
having been visibly augmented, since I had no longer to 
struggle against the weakness of the late minister."^ 

*Hugh Elliot to Lord Ilarrowby, 24th June 1804. 
* November 6, 1804, to Lord Harrowby. 
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The King of Naples was therefore admonished to 
abandon his connection with England, to dismiss his 
minister, and to trust unresenredly to the loyalty of 
Bonaparte. 

A few days later M. Alquier threatened an imme- 
diate advance of General St Cyf s army if the Nea- 
politan Government would not consent to dismiss Mr. 
Elliot and close their ports against British ships. The 
choice of evils presented to them was, however, gmve 
enough to divest even the Neapolitan ministry of some 
of the '' poltronnerie naturelle," of which the Queen 
accused them. 

Mr. Elliot ^' the likeness of a kingly crown had on." 
A British man-of-war was ever ready at his command 
to place King and Queen in security, which their capital 
might not always afford them. British fleets protected 
their coasting trade, British fishing-vessels were at the 
moment unloading at the Mole, British money paid 
their troops, and the undaunted character of the British 
minister had infused some of its own courage into the 
timid. 

The Neapolitan ministers replied to the demands of 
Alquier by the pertinent question — "Are we, when 
threatened by France, to quarrel with England too ? " 
The King stood firm ; the Queen's courage and resolu- 
tion were beyond all praise ; and on the appearance of 
a strange squadron in the offing, reported to be the 
French fleet, she sent for the minister of war, and in 
Mr. Elliot's presence, desired the batteries to be manned, 
and prepared to resist to the last. Alquier, who had 
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possibly exceeded his instructions, lowered his tone ; 
and Bonaparte's next despatches informed the Nea- 
politan Court that he had more important objects in 
yiew, and would not insist on violent measures. 

The successful resistance of the Neapolitan Gk)vem- 
ment on this occasion was mainly attributable to the 
firm and wise counsels of Mr. Elliot, and in due course 
of time Lord Mulgrave, Secretary of State for Foreign 
Afiairs, wrote to Mr. Elliot in terms of high approbation 
of the conduct pursued by him : — 

" Downing Street^ March 27 j 1805. 

^^ I have the greatest satisfaction in communicating 
to you His Majesty's fullest approbation of the indefati- 
gable zeal with which you have attended to the object 
of your mission, and of the talent and judgment ^-ith 
which you have acquired so considerable an influence in 
the councils of the Court of Naples. 

* ^ -J'c 4'r * 

" His Majesty relies on your experienced activity 
and talents to support the resolution and firmness of the 
King of Naples, and to assist his councils." 

Under the influence of her secret cabal the Queen 
now entered on a correspondence with Napoleon, in 
which she offered him an annual subsidy on condition 
of the withdrawal of the French troops from Naples. To 
these overtures, the wisdom of wliich Mr. Elliot had 
strongly contested, the new Emperor replied in language 
calculated to arouse the highest resentment of the 
Queen. 

"Madame — La lettre de Votre Majcstd m'a 6t6 
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remise par MonBleur le Marquis de Gallo. II m'cBt 
difficile de coucilier les sentimena qu'elle contient avec 
les projcts bostUcs, qu'on parait uourrir Ji Naples. J'ai 
dans ma main pluaieure iettrea de Votro Majestii, qui ne 
laisscDt aucun doutc Bur scs reritablcB intentioiis eecr^tes. 
Quelque soit la haine, que Votre Majesty paroit porter h 
la France, comment apr^s I'exp^rieuce qu'EUe a faitc, 
raniour de Bon Epoux, de sea enfansj de ea famille, dc 
ses Bujets ne lui couBcille-t-U poa uii peu plus de 
retenue, et uue direction politique plus conforme k ses 
interfits ? Votro Miycsti5 qui a un esprit si <li8tingu(? 
entre lea feromes, n'a-t'ElIo done pas pu se dt^taclier dea 
prerentiona de aon Bexe, et pcut-Elle traiter lea afTairca 
d'dtat commc Ics affaires de cccur ? £lle a dcjfl perdu 
une foia son royaumc. EUc a 6t6 deux foia la cause 
d'une guerre qui a foilli miner de fond en coniblc sa 
maison patcmclle. Veut-Elle done fitro la cause d'une 
tioisiemc ? Dijii k la solUcitation de sou ambassadevr 
k St. Peteraboui^ dix mille Ruasea out 6t6 envoy^s h 
Corfou. Quoi ! aa haine est elle tellement jeune, et sou 
amour pour rAngleterre tellement exaltt^, qu'Ello vcuiUe, 
quoiqu' assur^ d'en 6tre la rictimc premiere, cmbraser 
le Continent et op(5rer cette heureuse diversion pour 
rAngleterre ? J'avouo que des pa.<4aion8 si fortes auroi- 
ent quelque part i\ mon cstime, si lea plus simples idiJes 
de raison n'en faisoient scntir la &ivolit^ et rimpuissance. 
Son ueveu I'Empereur d'Autriche^ ne partage point ses 
acntimens, et ne veut point recommencer la guerre qui 
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n'auroit pour son Empire que des rdsultats peu saias- 
fiusans. La Russie mdme que les sollicitations du 
ministre de Yotre Majesty ont port^ k euToyer dix mille 
hommes k Corfou sent tr^ bien, que ce n'est point par Ik 
qu'elle pent faire la guerre k la France; et les dispositions 
d'Alexandre Premier ne sont point guerrieres. Mais en 
supposant que la catastrophe de Yotre Famille et le 
renversement de Yotre TrOne annassent la Russie et 
rAutriche^ comment Yotre Majesty pent EUe penser^ Elle 
qui a si bonne opinion de moi, que je sois rest^ assez 
inactif pour 6tre tomb^ dans la dependence de mes 
Yoisins. Que Yotre Majesty ^coute cette prophetie, 
qu'Elle r^ute sans impatience : k la premiere guerre 
dont Elle seroit cause, Elle et sa posterity auroient 
cess^ de r^er, ses enfans errans mandieroient dans les 
difflSrentes contr^s derEuropedes secoursde leurs parens. 
Par une conduite inexplicable, Yotre Majesty auroit 
caus^ la mine de sa famille, tandis que la Proyidence 
et ma moderation lui avoient tout conserve. Renonce 
f on ainsi k un des plus beaux royaumes dc runivers I 
Je serois fUche cependant que Yotre Majeste prit cette 
franchise de ma part poiu* des menaces. Non, s*il etoit 
entre dans mes projets de faire la guerre au Roi de 
Naples, je Taurais faite k Tentree du premier Russe k 
Corfou, ainsi que Tauroit voulu une politique circonspecte. 
Mais je veux la paix avec Naples, avec FEurope entifere, 
avec I'Angleterre m6me, et je ne crains la guerre avec 
personne. Je suis en etat de la faire k quiconque voudra 
me provoquer, et de punir la Cour dc Naples, sans 
craindre dc ressentimens de qui que ce soit. Que votre 
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MajeBt^ recoive ce conseil d'uu bon frfere; qu'EUe rappelle 
les chefs dee niilices ; qu'Ello ne proToque auctui esp^ce 
(Vannemeiit ; qu'EUe renvoye lea Fraiicais qui Texcitent 
centre leur patrio; qu'EUe rappcUe de St. Petcrsbouig 
un niiiiiHtrc, dont toutes tes dtlinarchcB out pour but de 
gfkter lee affaireB de Naples et do la mettre dans des 
dangers iuiminenB ; qu'EUe renvoye I^IonBicur Elliot, qui 
ne trame que dea complots d' assaaainata et excite tons 
lea mouvemens de Naples; qu'EUe doune ea confianco 
au chef de aa maison, et j'ose, Ic dire h mot, et qu'EUe 
ne soit paa assez enncmie d'EUe m6me pour pcrdre un 
royaume qu'EUe a gnrdi5 au mUieu d'un ai grand boul- 
verseoient oh tant d't^'tats ont peri. Je ne fais poa ma 
cour k Totre Majesty par cette lettre. EUc sera deaagr^- 
able pour elle. Cepentlant qu'EUe y voye uiie preuve de 
mon eatinie. Ce n'cst qu'fi ime personne d'un caracttre 
fort, et au dcsaus du commun que je me donnerois la 
[)eine d'^crire avec cctto verity. Sur ce je prie Dieu, 
Madame ma Susur et Cousine qu'il ait Totre Majesty en 
sa sainto garde. (SigntS) Napoleon.* 

" Parii, a A'iwjsp, oik 13. — Janvier 1805." 

' [TKASSU.TION.] 

" Madun — Your Hnjesty's IttttT wm tranamitttd to me by th« 
Marquis ile Gatlo. It is dilEcnlt for mt^ to reconcile the suDtiiaents 
it coDUing witb the hostile prajvcta which seem to be nourislied at 
Naples. I huTe in my hand several of your &Iaj<^Bty'a letters, which 
leave do doubt as to four real secret intentions. However great the 
hatred tbst yon seem to hear to France, liow is it that, aha the ei]>eri- 
ence you have Imd, the lore of your husband, of your children, of jonr 
bjnily, of your subjects, doei not oonnsel a little more prudence and 
n policy more in coDforouty with your intcrtata ? Your Mi^^^y ''^ * 
mind distinguished amongst wotu<^o, can you not theu throw US' the 
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The Queen was so moyed on reading this letter, 
that she described herself; in a note with which she for- 
warded it to Mr. Elliot; as unable to witness his perusal 
of it; and she b^ged him to make himself acquainted 
with it before they met to consider it The opening 
lines of his answer are highly characteristic : — ^' The 
first feeling of a gentleman on reading such a letter, 
addressed to a princesS; wife of a sovereign, daughter 

prejudices of yonr sex, and can yon treat affairs of state as yon would 
affairs of the heart ? You have already lost your kingdom once . Twice 
you have caused a war in which your father's house has narrowly 
eflcai>ed complete ruin. Do you then wish to cause a third ? At the re- 
quest of your ambassador at St Petersbui^, 10,000 Russians have already 
been sent to Corfu. What ! is your hatr^ so fresh, and your love for 
England so exalted, that you wish, though assured of being yourself the 
first victim, to embroil the Continent and procure thus a diversion in favour 
of England ? I confess that passions so powerful would command some 
portion of my esteem, if plain reason did not show their frivolity and 
impotence. Your nephew, the Emperor of Austria, does not share your 
sentiments, and does not wish to renew the war, which would produce 
results very unsatisfactory for his Empire. Even Russia — though at the 
solicitation of your Majesty's minister she has been induced to send 
10,000 men to Corfu — knows very well that it is not thus that she can 
make war on France, and the temperament of Alexander I. is not war- 
like. But supposing that the calamities of your family and the over- 
throw of your throne armed Russia and Austria, as your Majesty expects, 
how can your Majesty, since you have so good an opinion of me, think 
that I should be so inactive as to fall into a state of dependence on my 
neighbours ? May your Majesty listen to this prophecy ; may you listen 
to it without impatience ! At the first war of wliich you are the cause, 
you and your family will cease to reign ; your children, wanderers, will 
beg, in the different countries of Eiu*opc, assistance from their relations. 
By conduct so inexplicable, your Majesty will have ruined your family, 
while Providence and my moderation would have preserved you every- 
thing. Will you thus renounce one of the finest kingdoms in the imiverse ? 
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of Maria Theresa, must be a strong ilcBiro to infiict 
personal chnstisenient on the writer. The ami oiid not 
the tien would give the fittest answer." 

In the interview which ensued, the Queen, with 
bitter tears of grief and anger, lamented to Mr. Elliot 
the precipitation with which Bhc had acted ia humi- 
liating horaelf b; making ovcrturcB to Bonaparte. " In 
justice to Her Majesty, I must say that I have seen, 

I should be sorty, however, if your M^estj mistook this frajiknesi of mine 
fur a threat. No ; if it had anited my pluiia to maka war [>u the King 
of Naples, 1 should have done BO an the fiist appearance of the RussiuiB 
in Corfu, aa a cautious policy would have required. But I dtnire peace 
with Naples, with all Europe, with England even, and I fear war with no 
one. 1 am in a condition to make war on whoever provokes me, and to 
puniah the Court of Naples, without fear of the resentment of any ono. 
Let your Majesty receive this advice from a kind brother, let her recall 
the leaders of the militia ;' let her not provoke uty species of armament ; 
let her dismias the French who ezoitc her Bgainst their country, recall 
from St Petersburg a minister, nil whoso movements tend to injure the 
nlTnirs of Naples, and to put her in imminent danger ; let her i1i«iiiiiw 
hir. EUiot, who only frames plots for ossossinatiODS, and excites all the 
mono^nvres of Naples ; lut her give her confideace to the head of her 
home, and I vonturc to say, to myself; and let her not bo so much her 
own enemy as to ruin a kingdom which she has rctoiDCil amidst so great 
on overtnm, in which so many states have perished. 1 do not pay court 
to your M^csty by this letter. It will bo disngrceoblB to yon. Never- 
thcless, yon may see in it a proof of my esteem. It is only to a person 
of a strong and anporior mind that I should toko the trouble to write 
with BO much A^nkneBS. Ecst assured that I pray God, Madam, my 
HUlet and cotuin, that He may luvo yon in his holy keeping, 

"(Signed) NAiVLBOit. 

" Paria, tAu ICmnK, year 13. — January 1S0G. " 

^ Chela dcB milices : Napoleon probably intended chefs de nuiue, aa 
the leaders of the armed population of the Calabrias were styleii 
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under General Acton's own handwriting, in a letter to 
the Queen, his approbation of the offer made to France 
of an annual subsidy of six millions of French liyres. 
(Sorry I am to add, that from many other parts of 
this minister's priyate correspondence with Her Majesty, 
I have but too much reason to obserre that both his 
temper and his judgment are impaired, from the mortifi- 
cation attending the decline of his influence at this 
Court, a circumstance which he ought to have foreseen 
as the natural consequence of his ill-advised retreat from 
the capital.") ^ 

Mr. Elliot's influence with the Queen increased, as 
she had occasion to observe the soundness and inde- 
pendence of the advice he gave her. He spent hours 
in conference with her and her ministers, and not a day 
passed without her writing to him. 

Numbers of her letters lie before me, some written 
in moments of intense agitation, others on the most 
trivial occasions; but, in almost all there are some 
characteristic traits which account for the influence the 
Queen obtained over those whom she could not dupe. 
She carried into her intercourse with the persons in her 
confidence the charm of a kindly bonhommie, of a high 
spirit, and of the indiscretion which looks so like, but is 
not, trust Love of children was a marked feature in her 

^ In another despatch he says : — ** The weakness of General Acton 
towards the Queen is such, that I am certain of his laying before her, 
in his confidential letters, the substance of whatever I might con\jnuiii- 
CAte to him, with any colouring which he might think the most agree- 
able to her feelings at the moment," 
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character, and there arc not, among some hundred 
letters, half-a-<lozen without a kindly mention of Mr. 
EUiot's youthful family — " Comment vont Ics chera les 
int^r^Bsans enfants?" "Que les chers cufants pricnt 
pour moi." " Mea amitii^s k roxcellente Madame Elliot 
et k la cbarmante petite colonic." " Je suis touch^e de 
I'amitid des enfantH." These and similar phrases recur 
perpetually in letters containmg the most important in- 
formation, and often half illegible from the emotion of 
the writer. 

Almost as numerous are the words of prdse and 
affection lavished on Lord Nelson : — " Quo fait il, od est 
il, mon hi^roe — le brave et digne Kelson V The sight 
of aa English sloop, a vessel of war, carrj-ing despatches 
to Nelson, and heating out of ]>ort in a high sea, and in 
the teeth of a heavy gale, brought an admiring note 
from the Queen : — " Je I'ai suiri avec mes lunettes, 
et mcs voeux accompagnatent le vaisaeau et les matelota 
Anglais, Courage, enthusiasmc, sentiments de devoir 
aout dcB qualities qui font un grand peuple." 

Queen Caroline attached great importance to per- 
sonal inter\icws with all those who, however remotely, 
were engaged in her senice. Not content with letters 
from Lord Nelson, or with tlio information conveyed in 
his despatches to Mr. Elliot, she frequently chose to sec 
the officers in command of the vessels despatched by 
' She wu the mother of 9GVeiit«eDcluldrei], soil their birthdays and 
(ete-ilaj'a are always meutiODed. " Ni) business to-morrov, because it 
is the birthday of mj dear litUa Leopold." "J miUer in body and 
spirit, but I must lake the cluldrco lo CasDrla, aa tlicy expert it," 
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him to cany his conespondence to Naples. On one 
occasion Mr. Elliot informed her the captain would 
not be able to wait upon her^ having no suitable dreBs 
in which to appear before Her Majesty. Her answer 
was short : — " Que me fait lliabit ? Je veux Toir Hiommey 
prdscntez le." In one of the Queen's notes she b^s 
Mr. Elliot to come to her^ to hear from herself the 
expression of her admiration for the humane action he 
had so gloriously performed. 

A graphic^ and I believe a perfectly correct account 
of the adventure referred to, is to be found in Madame 
de StaePs novel of Carinne, where the hero sees a man 
struggling in the waves of a stormy sea, and after 
vain attempts to induce any of the lazzaroni to go to 
his assistance, plunges into the sea himself, and finally 
succeeds in swimming ashore with the man whose life 
he had saved; but not until his own strength was so 
nearly spent that the bystanders at first believed it 
could not be restored. 

A note to Carinne tells us that the action attributed 
to Oswald had been actually perfonned by Mr. Elliot, 
British minister at Naples, and his family possess a 
record of the fact in the shape of a small volume of 
sonnets, in four languages, composed in honour of what 
is termed his heroic conduct. 

For a short period there ensued a respite in the 
system of bullying by which Bonaparte sought to in- 
timidate Naples, but early in the spring of 1805 it was 
intimated to their Sicilian Majesties that the appoint- 
ment of the Count de Damas to the command of the 




1805] 



mo 



Neapolitiiii army was vieweii with grave displeasiirc at 
Paris. The excitement wbich this announcement created 
at Naples was shortly afterwaiilH intTcatwd to the hi^fheut 
pitch by the arriTal of on luiic-ile-camp from General St. 
Cyr, demanding the diHannament of tlie levies in 
Calabria, tlie cessation of further recruiting for the 
Neapolitan army, the removal of Mr. Elliot, and the 
dismissal of Count Damas. 

For Bonie weeks ministers consulted, messengerH 
went to and fro ; Be Gallo was ORlere<l to remonstrate 
at Paris, Prince Cardito was sent to treat with General 
St. Cyr, and the Queen's agitated feelings found vent in 
daily notes to, and inteniews with, Mr. Elliot. 



"2(iJiimur 1805. 
" Nou8 sommes uue autre fois dans lea horreurs 
meuaciieH des troupes Bonapartiennes. St Cyr nous 
a dccoch(5 son adjutant, avec I'ordre pn^cis en trois jours, 
qui Hccoulcnt (Icniain, d'avoir une rL'[ion8c, ajant onlre do 
prendre des mesures fortes, les points sont : dt'samiemenB, 
nk'nitation, i^ioignez M. Elliot, exilez Damas. Cardito 
part cc fioir pour la Pouille Ji rabatti-e les [loints impos- 
sibles, et sa n^ponse d<^cidera la chose que dans mou cceur 
et ftme je crois ddcid(!e. Jc vous prie brulez mes lettres 
car je crains les gentilleescs imptirialcs de ces vils esclaves, 
qui no d(5sircnt que de me compromettre, et so vcnger 
sur nioi, niais je suis d^cid^e ii les braver, et h risquer 
d'augmcnter le nombrc de leurs crimes. Je pn5(ire la 
mort an malhcur d'etre I'cBclavc d'un tcl Ctrc. Mcscora- 
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pliments k Mad^* Elliot et aux chers enfants, et croyez 
moi pour la vie votre sincere amie,^ Charlotte." 

"21 Fevrier 1805. 

" La r^ponse de Cardito est aniv<5e. St. Cyr a sus- 
pendu toute dcSmarehe jusqu'Ji la r^ponse du Grand 
Bonaparte qui ne peut tarder. J'avoue que je suis 
revolt(5e de ces manifcres de barbare que Ton se permet 
vera nous, et que je ferois volontiers de tout pour nous 
en soiLstraire. 

" Enfin nous attendrons encore cette crise que j espfere 
s'eventera comme les pnJccJdentes ; il est affreux 
d'etre si fort abaiss6 que de devoir souflrir la loi d'un tel 
homme, mais c'est Touvrage de ses amis, et encore plus 
de ses demis ennemis, et cela me rend la vie et lex- 
istenec odicuse dcpuia longtcmps. Si je n'avais pas 
des enfants, et imc famille (et je parle h un bon Pere 
qui nic comprend) j'aurais quitt(5 tout, et un trone avili 
par celui qui y est mont6, mais il faut songer ii nos 

^ [Translation.] 

"2GM Jmutnrij IS05. 

** Wo aro again in all tlin horror of being menaced ]»y tlie Honu- 

])artist troops. St. Cyr lias sent his adjutant, with strict orders in tlii-ee 

days, which expire to-nion»w, to have a reply, ordering strong measures ; 

the ]>oints are — disarniament, eease recruiting, remove ^Ir. Klliot, o\'ih> 

Damas. Cardito sets out this evening for Apulia, to heat down the ini- 

})ossible points, and his reply will deeidt; what in my heart and son] 1 

think decided. 1 entreat you to burn niy letters, for I fear the imiKiial 

tricks of these vile slaves, who only desire to comi)roinis(* me and to be 

revenged on me ; but I am resolvi'd to brave them and to risk augmentini' 

the jiumber of their crimes. 1 prefer <leath to the unhap])iness of bi'in<T 

the slave of such a being. My compliments to Mrs. Klliot iind to tlif 

dear children, and believe me, your .sincere friend, ('iiAui.nrTi:." 
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ciifaiitH^ et comiuc nous n'avoBS jatnaiH th(5sauria!fl, iii 
ainas»^ des reasoun^es, il faut souffrir, muurir dc peine, 
pour leur laisscr uno cxiBtcuce. Pardon, niaia la con- 
fiance et la pliJtiitude du cocur m'ont fait ocrire cet 
epiBOflc," etc. otc^ " C." 

" Je crois que lo rd-gicido Altpiicr vent nous intiniidcr. 
Je n'aime paa la vie du tout, jo ne men eoucic pas dii 
tout; ils mo I'ont fait Iiair."^ 

"Je vous aroue que je suis revolt^e de vivre ainsi sous 
Ic couteaii de telJes gcQs et je ferois de tout volontiers 
pour en sortir. 

"Ne croyez anciine nouveUe, aucuu propos, on les 
di^nature. VencK t\ moi toujoura avec confianee. Vouh 

' [TnANSI.ATION.J 

" 21iii FfAniart). 

"The reply of Cardito h*a MiivBtL St. Cyr hu iRi9pi-ii<I«l all 
iK'tinii till the answer of the Qmit Banspnrte, which csniiot lie delayed. 
I i^unfus that I am disgnated hj these barbannu mnnnen, whiith they 
IHTmit theniselvfs towards un, mid which J would willingly dn nay- 
thing tn twnpn. In Hliorl, wp yet nwait tliiN rrisis, which 1 hope may 
l-e ttvpiteJ Hke its jir«l«'<Hsore. It is drenilftil to be so nlmaed, tii be in 
the pon-pT aC Etueh a man ; hut it is the work of hiH fricnihi, and utill 
riHirn of his half enBrnii'-s, and tliat has long since rendered life wid rx- 
iat«nce odioui to mo. If I Iiad not children and a family (and I apeuk 
to a kind father who unilerstuidH me) 1 would baTe quitted all, and > 
throne iliahonmired liy him who has ascended it ) b«t we mnxt think of 
our children, and as we have never hoardol nor amassBd resources, it is 
nucessnry for as to suffer, to die of misery, to leave them an existence. 
Forgive mc ; conSdenco and the fulnew ot my heart have mode me 
write this episode," etc etc. "C." 

> " I think that the regicide Alqnier mshos to intimidate us. I da 
not love lif'' at all. I do not care for it at all ; it liaslieen mode hstcriil 
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saurez toujours Texacte yerit^ ; ma loyaui^ est inchange- 
able, autant que mes sentimcns mnt pour la rie."^ 

In one of these letters a remarkable phrase occurs : 
— " Dieu pn58er\'e le royaume dans les mams de notre 
tyran. On serai t dtonn^ avec la bouche h^antty hara mot, 
des ressources quil en tirerait''^ 

The French Government at last yielded on three out 
of tlie four points originally insisted on, but they accom- 
panied the concession with a positive command for the im- 
mediate dismissal of Count Damas, which even the Queen 
could not disregard. The shell has burst — " La bombe 
est crev<5e," she wrote to Mr. Elliot. " Le coquin Alquier 
donnera une note officielle si Damas h midi n'est point 
parti. L'ordre est venu h St. Cyr pour qu'il prcnne d'aboni 
la position d'lVriano ct traitc le pays en pays conquis. 
Ainsi il faut bien donner un cong6 i\ Damas. Je suis 
au (1^8(58poir, humiliec, ennig6e, constem(5e. Nous re- 
tarderons niais n'(5\itcrons point nos malhcurs. Adieu. — 
Votrc aniie pour la \ic, Charlotte.*''^ 

^ [Translation.] 

*'I confess to you tliat 1 revolt at living under the knife of such 
peopl«», and I would willingly do anything to escajx* it. 

" Do not helieve any tidings, any reports, they are falsified. Come 
to me always with confidence. You shall always know the exact truth ; 
my loyalty is unchangeable, as my sentiments are/(/r li/e.*' 

^ *' May God preserve the kingdom in the hands of our tynmt. T/ic 
resources which he would draw from it would Jill any one hut inysclj 
laifh (imaztinrnt/* 

® " The shell has burst . . . The rascal Ahpiier will give an 
official note if Damas has not set olf at noon. St. Cyr has received 
oniei's to tike the position of Ariano at once, and to treat the country 
as con(piered. Thus it is necessary to dismiss Damas. 1 am in des]>air. 
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Prince C'ardito was iufurmetl by (icnerol St. Cjr that 
lie Iiaii orders to seize Count Dftnins' iremon wbeneyer 
this could be effected bj a detachment from the French 
nniiy, vithoiit paying any respect to the rights of sove- 
reignty of the King of Xnples. The alleged offence of 
Count Damos was his having used indiscreet Unguage 
i^inst Bonaparte ; hut " it ia only just to say," wrote 
Mr. Elliot to his govcmnient, " that considerable activity 
and energy have been di8]>lnyed in the mihtaiy depart- 
ment since he was placed at its head." 

The representative of Naples at tho Court of St. 
James' was desired to express his sovereign's sense of 
the wisdom and discretion of Mr. Elliot's adi-ico daring 
the crisis, and for some time the Queen signed her notes 
to himKcIf, "Votre rcconnaissantc amio, "^ 

hiitnlilrd, euMkgpd, alHriiiixl. 'W(> maj retard, but wu i^aiinot aroid, our 
misfiirtiints. Adieu. — Yotir friend for life, CnARWiTTB." 

' During the criais a iiiesseiiger waa deapntch^ to Luiidmi "apia- 
rently " to aak for Ur. Elljut'a rei^BlI — an application wliicli produced 
tlie followiug replj from Lord Mulgrave to Prince Cutelcirda :— 
'•Damtiiig Slrtel. Sd April 180S. 

" The uiider^gned ba« the honoar to U'icnuwledgo the leraipt of the 
(iflii'inl Doto of His Sicilinn M^uty's Envaf Extraordinary and Uintitn' 
I'li'iiipotentiarr of the 2d instant, which ha» Iwen laiil brfore the King. 

" Xu s|>i>ciGeil i»usu of compUint agHiiut any pert of die conduct 
of Mr. KUiot liaving bei-n itiitiKl in the alHire-inentian«d note. His 
M^jiKitr would bav« bei^n at n loss to conceive the ground »u wliicli n 
requcat could have been nuwie by His Sioilinn Mi^enty for the rrcsll of a 
minister wbune zeal, diligence, and diatinguished talenla in the 
dischnrge of t)ie duties of his luisBiDa had merited nnil aei'Ured the 
expresaioii of His Majesty's fullest approbutioii, and whose rusjiectfiil 
Httaihuiciit to the peraons of their Sicilinn Mq«tii>a had so fdly 
nimwiTi'il tlte views itnd expectations with which His Miyjcstj had 
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The T<^ glig>i minister did not heatate to adnae con- 
cession when concessions were inevitable or immaterial^ 
but he was compelled still more finequentlj to counsel a 
more courageous and straightforward policy than the 
Neapolitan Court was prepared to adopt Their oonn- 
dls fluctuated between rashness and servility, and pro- 
voked the indignities which were heaped upon them. 

" Les gens timides/' he wrote to the Queen, '' qui 
se croiont prudents par excellence, continueront de 
crier, C6dez, oidez, tout ce que la perfidie pent demander 
commc gage de sa tranquility. J'avoue que je suis 
dW sentiment diffi^rent, et que je crois que Ton risque 
moins de voir avan^er les fran9ais en refusant d'aocorder 
des concessions disgracieuses et fSEitales, qu'en faisant 
des sacrifices joumaliers qui ne font qu'augmenter Ic 
diSslr d'cn exiger d'autres." ^ 

coiifciTod on Mr. Elliot the mission to the Coiirt of Naples. The 
recent iufonnation, however, which has been trunsniitted to his 
Majesty by Mr. Elliot has apprised His Miyesty of the source from 
whence the demand has aiisen.'* 

The despatch goes on to state that while the King would always 
comply cheerfully with the genuine wishes of His Sicilian Majesty iu 
regard to the withdrawal of a minister who might have renderwl 
himself personally objectionable to the King of Naples, he could 
not, consistently with a proper regard to his own dignity, with a just 
attention to the rights of neutral and independent sovereigns, or an 
ade(|uate consideiution of the established laws of nations, consent to with- 
draw his minister from a neutral and friendly court at the imperious 
mandate of an enemy, etc. 

* [Translation.] 

** Timid people, who think themselves superlatively prudent, 
will continue to cry, Yield, yield — all that perfidy can demand as u 
jdedge of tramiuillity. I confess that I am of u different way of 
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On another occasion^ when Boiiaimrtc had shoivn 
un iiieliimtion tu try the eifcct of fajolcry upon the 
recalcitraut court of Naplea, the Queen wrote — 
" Hourouse Angleterre, prot^tk; par la iiier ile ce fl&u 
du Contuient."^ Mr. Elliot replied, "Ne croyez pas, 
niiulnme, que I'Angteterrc doit sou bouheur h. viugt ct 
uu miileH de mcr qui st^pareut notrc isle de la France. 

" Nous dcvoiia notre bonheur h nos sentiments 
d'honneur et do probite, ft, notre courage, A notrc 
industric, ct notre nationality ; et surtout A notre 
profunde connaissance <le la France et de scs babitan». 
Nous savuus que Ton risque muiits fl @tre scs euneniis 
ouverta et avouiJs qu'ft Ctrc exposes aus dangers de 
receroir de leur part dc eea baiserB fratemels dans 
lesquels ils nc manqucut jamais d'emportcr la pitce."^ 

The coronation of Bonaparte as King of Italy took 
place in the suniiner; and the dcteniii nation of the 
Neapolitan Court not to acknowledge the new title 

tltiokiu); ; uud I tliink thai thi^re Ea l^ss risk of seciog tlic French 
tulTHDi'e wbuD disgraceful oud fatal uancessiuiu tire refused Uian wlinn 
daily Bacrilii-e» ua mndu, whiuli only ■mfment the desire to cioct 

Otlltl'S. " 

[TiuiNaLiTtQS.] 
' " Happy England, protiH;ti.-d by the ten from this scourgu of thu 

' " Do not think, nuditni, that EngUnd owes her happiness to 
the twoiitj^ne miloa o( ion wliiuh wiMnte uor iaie from France. 

" We owe our huppiness to our seiitimvnta of honour anil probity, 
to oar vuurage, to our indiutry, ami t» our uatiouality, and, nliovu oil, 
to our profound kuowledga uf Fraiit-e and h»r inhabitant*. Wo know 
tliat IhiTu is less risk in being her open and avowed L-ui-raiea than in 
being exposnl to tho danger of rocsiving those fmttniul kiasea, whilat 
bestowing which sht! uevi-r failn to cany off the priie." 
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except in concert with the Court of Vienna, brought a 
torrent of invectives on their heads. The Emperor 
spoke publicly of the Queen of Naples, who was 
known to have counselled the policy adopted by the 
King in opposition to the advice of his ministers, in 
the most violent language, of which she wrote as 
follows : — 

" 9 Juin 1805. 
"En publique, au cercle, TEmpereur-Roi a tenu 
des propos ind6cens sur nous, et moi en particulier, k 
nos ministres, au point que Cardito dit ne le vouloir 
revoir de la vie, ni s y exposer plus ; il a formellemcnt 
declares que si pour le 16 de Juin il ne re9oit la Recon- 
naissance j\ Bologne oh il se trouvera, il cessera toutc 
couinmnication avec ce pays et nous traitera comme pays 
ennemi. 

" Nous tenons fermc nialgr6 ces menaces 
de no point rcconnaitre avant que I'Enipereur nc 
reconnaissc. Commc nous sonmics Ics deux seules 
Puissances en Italic point encore iu>scrvics, je m'attends 
de ce Corse cnrag6 et hcureux, toutcs les folies et 
(l(5nience8, traliisons ct violences. Mais que pouvons 
nous y faire ? Si ne point pravoquer, commc sans 
discoiitinuer, la Russic, Vienne, et rAnglcterre nous 
prechent, signifie plieVj il faudra le rcconnaitre, sauf, 
malgre cet avilisscment, avoir le sort de Panne, Genes, 
et Lucques. — Croyez moi pour la vie et jusqu'au 
tombeau votre sinctre amie, Charlotte.^ 

^ [Translation]. ,, 

-■ ^^ June Wi 1805. 

** In public, at the levee, the Emperor- King has made indecent 
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" On ne parle que des horrours, dee menaces qiiu 
lo fori^niS Corse a eri6 eu publique contre moi ; niais il 
nc aivit pas quo c'est rdellement nio diScorer dc la. 
LcgioH d'Honncur, que de nc me pas compter parmi Ic 
noinbre de ses baa et vils adulateura."^ In Bpite of 
which brave words, the Queen fell ill of rage and 
mortification ; and, wliile unable to mlmit Mr. Elliot to 
her presence, she wrote to bim " that slie would fly to 
America witli her family if any one would only give her 
two millionH sterling to go there ; that she would 
even prefer to spend her life on the nioiuitnina of 
Scotland than to throne it in Naples as Bonaparte's 
slave — " eselave de ce niaudit Corse — de ce Corse rustS." 

rpmarka on us, and purticulu'ly ou lue, tu our minUtpn, to surh 
IL degree that Cnrdito s«id he wonU never willingly see hiui agniti, 
noc expose himself to a repetitinu of it. Ho hu [onnally deeUrcd 
that if, by the ISth of Juue, he does not reueivc the reeognitjan at 
liologiia, whore be will be, »11 eoiomuiiieation with this country will 
cease, Bud he wiU trent UB like enemies. 

. . . "We rciiuiin firm, in spite of the™ threats, in not re- 
coguislug him before tbe Emperor" has done so. As we are the only two 
Powprs in Italy tliat sjb not yet roslaved, I eipeot fruni this fnrious 
and fortunate Corsican all sorts of follies and falsehoods, treasons and 
riolencea. But what can vt: dof U not to provoke, as Russia, Vicuna, 
Hiul Englund preocb to us without ceasing, sigiiiflcs to how, it wQl l>e 
neenssnry to acknowledge him, lest, notwithstaniUng this cnution, vr 
incur the fate af Parma, Genoa, and Lncca. — Believe me to be for life, 
nnil to the grave, your sincere friend, Charlotte." 

' " Nothing is tnlkvd of but the horrors — the threats that tho furious 
Corsii^an llM blustertHl forth in public agiun«t me ; but he dons not 
know that not to count tnc amongst his low and rili> flattereis is troly 
to decorate mo with the Legion of Hononr." 
* Of Austria. 




Mt^MoiH OF iii:un Ki.i.nn'. [isi-;. 

The institution of the onier of tlie Iron Crown tlrew 
from her some sarcastic rcnitirks : — " Josephine aassi 
cr(Se mi ordre — line dtoile qui se porte sur la ]>oitriiic. 
Moi jo lui douiie la devise, Houni soi qui mal n'en 
peiiae."^ 

The return of Prince Cardito with verbal accounts of 
Ilia reception by the Emperor gare tlie Queen a second 
atta^'k of fever, and she thua dcsenbes her anibassiulor ; — 
" Cardito est rcvenu exactement comme avec tant d'esprit 
vouB ravicK pnidit — cbloui de la foree, dc la grandeur 
dc Buouaparte, Ic trouvaut detestable; niaia n'y trou- 
Tant aueun remtde — aucim moyen de le vaincre. £!nfiD, 
il est revenu plus Napolitain qu'il n'cat parti. Lee 
pauvrea gens ! — il faut les sauvcr mulgrtS eiix."^ 

All the vials of the destroying angel seemed to be 
outpoured on Naples in the year 1805. In July an 
earthquake destroyed more than 4000 of the inhabitants 
of the kingdom. " Had the oscillations of the earth 
lasted anotiier second, it is the opinion of persons quali- 
fied to form one, that all tliis great capital would have 
been dcstniycd." 

The earthquake was felt at ten o'clock at night, caus- 



'[Ti 
" JoBiifiliidf hns also ortated a: 
the brcoat. 1 givQ Ler tlila itiotta 
not tbiuk evil u! it.' " 

' " Curdito has returned exaitly 
dazzled by tite ati'eiiKtli, the gr«atnc 
ablis, Imt Anding no remedy, no me 
ku has returned luuru Netipolitiiii tbau ho 
must htt BBVt'd in B|iil* of tlu'liiSPlvcH." 



'. of inind you predicted — 

ipnrte. flndiug hiiu det««t- 

of cmiiiuoriiig him. In short. 

Poor puojilB J th^ 



181)51 NAl'l-KS. :(7SI 

it^ tlie itiliabitunts uf Naples U) piuts what the (Juecu 
calldl " W71C viluine nmf." She wrote the next morning 
to Mr. Elliot that the shock had found her at hur 
writing-table, in the act of fixing an hour on the follow- 
ing day for an inter\-iew with hini. TliC King was at 
Portici, the Hereditary Prince and hia wife at Caserta ; 
it became her duty, she wrote, to think, as far as the 
powers of thouglit left her allowed her to do, how best 
to Heenre tlic safety of lier beloved children and grand- 
children. Calling them aromid her, they spent the 
night together in an open court of the palace, every 
moment expecting to be overwhcinied with ruins. At 
the British Legation an evening party liad been going 
on, when floors bcgiui to tremble, walla to rock, lights 
went out ; and in a moment card-tables were deserted, 
guests fled, children rushed from their beds, a crii>plc 
found hia legs, the instinct of every one leading hiin 
to seek safety in the open street. The thouglits of 
many turned to the ships at anchor in the harbour, and 
Mr, Elliot lost uu time in placing the English man-of- 
war at tlie Queen's disposal, but the sight of the agitated 
sea Vius less re-assuring even than the earth when the 
momentary disturbance was past. 

In August followed a violent eruiition of Mount 
Vesuvius, when a stream of lava reaelie<i the sen at Torre 
del Greco, while two other branches came even nearer to 
the town of Naples ; and through all the miseries and 
alarms of the time the tjueeu sighed for vengeance, till 
at last it seemed within her grasp. 

She had ever chafed under tlio [tolicy of tlie ncutndity, 
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" ()iic iinim prtchent I'Aiigleterre, la Uiissie, et rAutricLe. 
Uuuuaparte a im plan fixe, !c suit avec apiiitStrcte, fer- 
niet6, aveu ruse, profitant ties faiblesHca, ilea aottises des 
nutres, et lea pctits en seront Ics victiiuea. Nous, les 
premiers; tout cela me met la niort ilans le occur." 

Russia and England haying formed an alliance ag^nst 
France iu the spring of 1005, had proposed to tlieiuselrcB, 
among other objects, the entire evacuation of Italy by 
the French, and with thiw view both Powers despatched 
troops ta tlio Mediterranean, with onlers to act iu con- 
cert. A Rueaian minister, M, de TatitechefF, to whom 
large [wwcrs Iiad been given by the Court of St. Peters- 
burg, an-ived in Naples iu the month of July Itt05. 
From tliat time Mr. Klllot's influence waned. The 
Queen's hopes turned to Russia, as to tlie I'ower most 
able and ready to strike the blow wliicli Bbe so longed 
to inflict. 

A long scries of intrigues between certain individuiUa 
of her sjKcial society, and certain other individuals con- 
nected with the Russian nobility, threw tlie new iiiiuiKtor 
from Russia into her toils ; and it is probable that the 
desire of committing Russia to more extensive uieasuiva 
of hostility towards Bona[>arte than were constBtent 
with the policy of England, led her to foment an amount 
of mistrust between the niiiiibters of the two great Powers 
sufficient to prevent them from coinciding in a policj 
which uiight thwart her own.^ In the beginning of the 
year the Queen had placed in the hands of the English 
representative, " considering him not so much as a niini- 
' Sec Ai^ndix, So, IV 
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Bter as a fnend," a secret correspondence with her agents 
in Russia^ representing that government as full of jealousy 
and mistrust of the objects of England in the Mediter- 
ranean.^ At the very time when she was concocting 
with M. de Tatitscheff a convention for the employment 
of an Anglo-Russian force, her French adherents were 
busily employed in suggesting causes of jealousy and 
mistrust of England and her representative to General 
Lacy, the commander of the Russian force, by whom 
these underhand dealings were exposed to Mr. Elliot*^ 

To the Russian Convention ^ Mr. Elliot refused to be 
a party, on the ground that its objects went beyond 
those which his Government had instructed him to 
pursue. Mr. Elliot's eflTorts, since his first coming to 
Naples, where " he had stood alone and unsupported by 
the minister of any other foreign power," had been cal- 
culated solely to maintain the security of the Two 
Sicilies, by yielding as much as possible in every in- 

^ This is a very remarkable transaction. The Queen, early in 1805, 
placed in Mr. Elliot's hands confideutial letters to herself from the 
Duke of Serra-Capriola, minister of Naples at St. Petersburg, in which 
it was stated that the Court of St. Petersburg thoroughly mistrusted 
British objects in the Mediterranean, and warned Naples especially of 
England's designs on Sicily. The Queen permitted Mr. Elliot to send 
home copies to his Government, on the positive assurance that such a step 
would be kept from the knowledge of her own representative in England, 
and would be confided simply to the King and his confidential servants. 
This information, when received in England, seems to have taken Lord 
Mulgrave, Foreign Secretary, completely by surprise. 

* General I.Acy, a straightforward old soldier, of Irish extraction, 
and, at the time he reached Naples, of the advanced age of eighty. 

3 September 21, 1805. 
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stance which might have committed its neutrality^ and 
by encouraging^ on the other hand, the adoption of every 
secret measure for profiting of the internal resources of 
the provinces with a view to their own defence." The 
objects of the Russo-Neapolitan Convention seemed to 
him to be widely different, while it was apparent to him 
that the very small proportion of English forces to be 
employed in any combined movements would necessitate 
their implication in undertakings, possibly in disasters^ 
over which they would exercise no control CJoalitions 
and contingents were not to his taste ; he considered 
that England, by her fleets, her subsidies, and hec 
counsels which, at all events up to the summer of 1805, 
had been crowned with success, had done her part 
towards maintaining the independence of the kingdom 
of the Two Sicilies ; that if military operations on the 
Continent, and on a great scale, were deemed advisable, 
Russia, a great military power, bound to Naples by 
earlier treaties, should take the lead and the respon- 
sibility. Unhappily, an Anglo-Russian armament, to be 
placed imder the supreme command of General Lacy, was 
decided on. 

The Russian Convention was signed in September, 
and, in Mr. Elliot's opinion, it led to all the fatal con- 
sequences which afterwards ensued. The King of Naples, 
who, though in secret, was a party to it, was shortly after- 
wards forced by the menaces of France to ratify a treaty 
of neutrality with France, on the faith of which the army 
of General St. Cyr vacated the Neapolitan dominions ; 
and on the day following that of the ratification of the 
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French treaty, the King was prevailed on to give M. de 
Tatistcheff a declaration under his sign-manual, which 
annulled the validity of his prior signature with France, 
and by which he called for the disembarkation of the 
foreign troops in the kingdom of Naples for the pro- 
tection of his dominions. 

These disgraceful acts of perfidy were kept as far as 
possible from the knowledge of Mr. Elliot, who, when 
retailing them at a later period^ to his own Government, 
terms them "as disgusting as they were disgraceful. 
I have cautiously avoided taking any part in transactions 
equally contrary to sound policy and good faith. My 
situation has been indeed peculiarly embarrassing, as 
there was a manifest inclination in the Russian mission 
to ascribe my unwillingness to second these proceedings 
to a jealousy of their growing influence, and above all to 
a secret view of not opposing the conquest of Naples, in 
order to afford a plausible pretext for seizing on Sicily. 
Unfortunately, the Queen, who had been goaded by 
every species of invective and ill-treatment from Bona- 
parte, and who was surrounded by individuals either of 
mean abilities, or, perhaps, even treacherous incli- 
nations, stimidated the Russian minister to pre- 
cipitate every warlike measure, and carried, by her 
influence, the consent of the King, of the hereditary 
prince, and the council." 

The transactions which to the English minister ap- 
peared as foolish as they were unprincipled, were viewed 
in a very different light by the Queen, the chief actor in 

> June 3, 1806. 




them. Writing to Mr, Elliot on the day of the dis- 
Giiibarknttoii of the British tniops under Genera) Sir 
JaineB Craig, she describes herself as jirepared, with alt 
the self-sacntice of a martyr, to immulute ^ood faith aiu] 
honour on the altars of patriotism. 

" 20 Nov. 1 a05. 

" Lii^e h. jivmais et ouvertenicnt dans ce moment k la 
bonne cause, je sens tout Ic (Ktids diionne d'unc resiion- 
aabilit^ k travcra taut de difWrentcs circonstances, mais 
sure du priiicipo pur et hoiiu^te comme di5siiit<;ress(^ ((ui 
guide nos actions je mo laisse biftmer, (ii5ehiper, critiquer 
poumi que j'ai le bonheur dc sauver k moii epoux ct ft 
nos cnfants par I'aide et secours dc nos braves allii^s Icur 
patrinioine. Jc tous pric d'avoir en moi une confiancc 
entitre. Mon caractire la meritera tonjours," etc. etc,' 

The first news whicli greeted the English general on 
his landing at Xaplea was that of the capitulation of 
Ulni, which had \kcu Itnown there, though carefully con- 
cealed from the people, since the beginning of the 
month. 

On the 4th of November the Queen ha*l written to 

' [Tbakslatios.] 

"20(ft Notrmhcr 1806, 
" Bound erer anil openly at tliii moment to the good CHuae, I fricl 
all theononnDusweigbt orarrHpotttiibilitymaoDiiiiiy vari«l ilifDL'uItics - 
but certain of Uic priuciplcs, pure imd honouralilo aa iliaiiit«rc«te<l, 
which guide m; actions, I allow mysHlrtobelilarnvd, to be torn in pjpccs. 
to l>c critieised, [irovidwl i luivti tlip hapjunea at saving their patrtmoiij 
to my huabnnd and our cliildnn by niiNinG of the Kssistantw of our l>niv« 
■lli«i. 1 futn-at you W plucr entire coufidunra iu m*. By iliAnurUrr 
will HlwHyK dcscrrr it." 
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Mr. Elliot that news of a terrible disaster had readied 
them from all quarters ; incredible as it appeared, the 
Austrian army had suceumbed without Btrilciiig a blow. 
She adds — " Le coutre eoup pour uous eera terrible." 

And on the 11th she wrote ogam :— 

" J'ai re^u voire obligcantc lettre que jetais fi diner 
uvce mes enfants, en famille, pour la fGte de St. Martin, 
tenant k ces aneieim usages du bon vieux temps en 
famille, mais man flme et nion cceur en etaient bicn 
(^loign(5s. J'arais re^u un eourier de Paris, qui noun 
eonfirme toutes les mauraises uouvelles, et iiouh annonee 
I'annt!© Autrichienne dtftruitc. De Vcnise on luuia dit 
qu'il ne passe pas un quart d'beure sans arrivcr b&teaus 
de tiiutes espbces renqjlix d'offieiers, de soldats qui 
dvaeuent le Venitien. Nous avous sculemcnt le doute si 
c'est h la suite d'une bataille perdue oil par la crninte 
d'etre toitmt!e. 

" Mosst^na est done libre de se promener oil bon lui 
semble. Tout ceei nie tient tr^a i)eui(5e. Quelconqiie 
sera men sort, et ceini de ma ch6ro malheureuse famille 
je remplirai mcB devoirs."^ 



•[Tiu 

" 1 rufcired ynnr welcome letter when I nas liiuing with iiij 
children, en famille, on St. Usrtin'B fEU', ndhering to the rwnily 
amffx of the good old times, but my heart anc! my soul were very fnr 
ntray. I had received a mesBenger from Paris, who eonlirmed all the 
Ind news uid annnuDced to ua the destnictioQ of the Anatriiin ■rmy. 
From Venire we leam tliat a quarter of on hour does nnt pOBB without 
the arriTiil of bonts of every description, filled by altlrers and soidipra 
who cvnenate the Venetian territory. Wo are only in doubt whether 
It is thir ri'HuU of a lost bnttle or for fear of beiug turned. 

" Miiflscna m then free to inan'h where he jilewiw. AU this is very 
2c 
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As is well knowiiy on the news of the capitulation of 
Ulm, the army of the Archduke Charies evacuated 
Yenetiay in order to share in a combined movement witii 
other portions of the Austrian forces for the purpose of 
defending Vienna. Consequently, when the An^o- 
Russian troops assembled at Naples, they and the army 
of His Sicilian Majesty were the only forces in the 
Peninsula opposed to the victorious armies of France. 

The only cheering news which reached the Nea- 
politan Court during the moutli of November, was the 
reported victory of Trafalgar; but no details of it 
were received till the beginning of December, when the 
iatal intelligence of the death of Nelson produced a note 
from the Queen, which bears the evidence of genuine 
feeling (2d December) : — 

" J'ai rc^u la triste lettre que vous m'avez envoycSe. 
Je uY'tais point capable dans le premier Haississemeiit de 
la douleiir de la grande irreparable perte que nous 
venons de faire, de vous r<5pondre. Donnez^moi tons les 
ddtails do8 6v6ncmcnt8 qui nous privent du heros que je 
regretterai toutc ma vie. 20 vaisseaux augmentent sa 
gloire, mais rien no pent consoler de sa perte. Tant de 
courage, vcrtus et niodestie, tout cela r^uni nc se retrouve 
plus. Pour lui c'est iin bonheui*, pour nous un sensible 
malheur. Adieu. Croyez moi jusqu'au tombeaii votre 
Hincfcre amie, Charlotte.'*^ 

painful to me. Whatever may be my fate, and that of my dear un- 
fortunate family, 1 shall fulfil my dutii's." 

* [Translation.] 
*• I HM'civfd the sail letter which you srnt me. 1 was not raimhlc. 
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On Christmas day ainie, along with the news of the 
battle of Aiistcrlitz anil the amiistico witti Austria, a 
nimour of the bulletin fulmiuateil by Napoleon from 
Moravia agaiust the NeapuUtOD dynasty (*25th Decem- 
ber 1005). 

"Ces bulletiiia m'ont attcmie," wrote the Queen. " Je 
vcux encore mo flatter qne ces fatals bulletinn n'litaient 
pas si^t^s — nc i^oicnt point authentiqucB ; mtuu uue 
vuix interne me Ic dit, ct nie fait rcconnaitre la manitre 
<le s'exprimer, et me fait trembler de la veritti du reete. 
8i ce debaudage (sic) a cu lieu, si tout cela a it6, nous 
Bonimes perdus sans retour ! . . . A votre digne 
dpouse et & rainiahle petite coluniu bien dea complirneus 
pour la CSte de Noel."^ 

The immediate consequence of this disastrous newH 
was the retreat of the Anglo-Russian force from the 
fpontiera to the neighbourhood of Naples, the com- 
ntnndera of both anuieH uniting in a declaration to the 



in the first shock of fpief for the irrtparablc loss we had »ust«ne<), of 
repljini; to it. Give div all the detBi{R of the events that hure deprived uh 
of n hero whom I Hhall regret all my life. Twenty vessels any augment 
his glory, but nothing ciui console for his loss. So much eonra^ 
virtu?, and uiodes^ — all this uuited in one iudjviilual, is not to be funnd 
again. For him it is hnppinuss, for as a hesvy misfortune. Adieu. 
Believe mo even to thv grave your iiiuci^ri: friend, Cuahlotte." 

' " Tliese bnlUtins have overwliolmed me. I wish atill to flatter 
myself that tliese fatal bollctins were not signed — ^ire not authentic ; 
but an internal voioe tells me they ara so, and makes me recogniKi th)^ 
mude of expression, and makes me tremble that they are true. If this 
disaster ha^ taken place, if all this has bean, we ore Inst beyond redemp- 
tion ! ... To your respected wife, and to the amiable little 
L'olony, the campUmeutt of the Cliristmas season." 
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King tbat such was the only course they could pnisue 
under circumstances which they stated in detaiL 

The utter want of any information, beyond that 
which reached them through French sources, added 
greatly to the difficulties with which the commanders 
had to contend. 

" I would give £5000 for reliable information/' wrote 
Sir J. Craig to Mr. Elliot, on the 30th December. " My 
despatches from Lord Castlercagh come no lower than 
the 16th October, and for anything I can extract from 
them, either useful or agreeable, they might just as well 
have remained in his lordship's secretaire to this moment. 
I cannot comprehend what they are about.*' 

The retreat of the allied force greatly exasperated 
the Court, and the following note from Sir James Craig 
to Mr. Elliot, written inimediately after the generals bail 
held a council of war, at which it had been resolved that 
the allied annica should continue for the present to 
cover the to^n of Naples, shows what were the feeling8 
of the Queen towards her English .allies, and shows too 
that, under her violent abuse of his countrymen, the 
spirit of the English minister began to chafe. 

" Monday y 6th January, Naples. 

" I lose not a moment in acquainting you with the 
result of an interesting conversation which I have this 
instant finished with General Opperman. . . . For 
the present we shall remain where we are, and it is pro- 
bable that, if the French advance, we may gratify 

with the sight of a battle, but that may still depend on 
a future circumstance. For Cod's sake do not give up 
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your connection and iitflticnec in that ijuurter, and take 
an iijjiwrtuiiity of saying liow niutjh injustice ia done t<> 
nic," etc. etc. 

Two days later an aide-dc-cumit of the Emi>eror Alex- 
ander reached Naples, with positive orders for the imme- 
diate embarkation of the Russian troops, and their return 
to Corfu. 

As soon as Sir J. Craig leamctl that the Russians 
had irrevocably decided on withdrawing from Naples, 
ho pi-occeded to embark his own troops, justly eonsidcr- 
ing that the presence of 7000 British troops, unsup- 
ported by any reliable force, in the niidat of a population 
indifferent if not unfriendly, could be no effectual check 
to the advance of the French amues. But he offered to 
put his force at the disposal of the Neai>olitan King for 
the defence, in conjunction with our fleets, of the island 
of Sicily — a proposal which was received by the Govern- 
ment of Naples n-ith the most violent indignation, while 
M. de Tatistcheff distinctly informed Mr. Elliot that the 
Russian force wouI<l, under no contingency, co-operate 
with Great Britain in the defence of Sicily. 

Some difference of opinion existed at this time 
Ijctwecn Mr. Elliot and General Cnug as to the course 
to be pursued by the latter imder the existing circum- 
stances. The Government of Naples was endeavouring 
to obtain fi'om Massena an armistice of forty days, for 
the purjtose of entering into negotiations with Bonaparte, 
on the basis of an abdication by the King, Ferdinard IV., 
in favour of the hereditary prince ; and it was believed 
that such pnipositions would be supported by nussia and 
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Spain* The Court believed, or professed to believe, that 
the presence of their allies in the neighbouifaood ol 
Naples would have greatly aided the probability of ^ 
suecessful termin^on to their negotiations ; and when 
that hope was withdrawn, they strenuously uiged on the 
English minister and general the importance of abstain- 
ing from any action in the direction of Sicily which, could 
furnish a pretext to the French for seizing on the 
Neapolitan dominions. Mr. Elliot appears to have 
thought the negotiations at one time promised success ; 
to Sir James Craig th^y from the first appeared utterly 
futile; and bearing in mind the instructions he had 
received from his own Government to prevent, with or 
without the concurrence of His Sicilian Majesty, the 
French from efiecting a landing in Sicily, he determined 
to steer his course for the Straits of Messina, there to 
await the progress of events. Tlie feelings of the Court 
on the occasion are fully described in the following 
letters from the Queen to Mr. Elliot : — 

" 10 Janvier 1806. 
" Dans cc moment arrive un courier de Moravie. 
Je m'empresse de vous Fenvoycr et dc mlnfomier de 
votre saut^. Je souhaite un bon voyage au G6u6ral Craig, 
et qu'aiicune temi)€te en mer n'augmente ses craintes, et 
je n'oublierai de ma vie sa visitc. — Adieu."^ 

* [Translation. J 

*'lOUi January ISOG. 
** A courier has just arrivtHl from Mora\'ia. I hasten to send him 
to you and to bring nie news of your health. I wish General Craig a 
good voyage, and that no t4>mpcst may augment his fears, and I shall 
not, while I live, forget his visit — Adieu !" 
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" \9th January. 

" Voiis serez le iimitre ile venir qiwnd voii» vniuireK 
les inouvemens sont de trop d'importance, pour lie vouloir 
vous voir. Jo vois I'cBcadro h la voile— j'espfcre qu'i toute 
la conduite e^iiScrable tenue cnver<i nou8,elle n'esR^era paa 
d'eiitrer de violence au Sicile — pour eiiiiificher tout acco- 
modeiiicut, nous perdre et notre fauitUo mnn reHtuiurcc. 
Je viens de recevoir lea lettres de Rome du IH, Nouh 
devons nous attcudre k touted Iob infamies avauicn pour 
prix de la eouteuse et courtc risite Anglo-Ruase. (Jertes 
que iKiH cecum sont r^voltes; jamais on n'a it6 si loyal, 
et si digne que nous I'avons 6t6. Combjon je plains 
ceux qui peiisent honteiisement ; ot jo suis, avec bieti 
de I'eBtime, votre sincfere Charlotte. "^ 

In a denpatch of Mr. Elliot's to Sir J. Craig, of the 
the same date, 1 0th January, be wrote that he was 
inHtnicted by the NcajKilitan OoTemment to assure Sir 
James that an attempt to take possession of any part 
of Sicily without the King's concurrence would l>e con- 

••lOthJaniiaril. 

"You are iil liUTty toeoiuo wbi-njou choone. Tho moveioeuls am 
or too macli impurtiinci^ for me uot to nuh to Be« yoii. I smi tlif 
i«quiu)roii nndrr rail. I hope tLst to nil the irxicrable conduct pxhibttal 
towards ua tbeiv is not to bo added aii attempt to enter Sicilj lij torrn 
—to nrnke all iirrangement impoaaililr, to ruin us nnd dot faiailj 
Itfj-ond redemptioD. 1 llav^^ just repeivrd lett*™ from Home of thi' 
lath. We must expwrt every Infamous insult as thp price of thf poMly 
Bud brief Anglo-Bassfan visit. 

" Certainly our hMrta are reTolted ; never has any oni- hwu wj 
loyal and so honourable as ne hnve been. How t pity those nho think 
Bhomprully ; and I niii, «ith niHi^b esteem, your siiiterp 
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eidored an act of open liostilit^v, tcntling ineritably to tbtt 
conqneHt of N^aplcs hy the Frcuch. Tlmt the tone 
atloptcd 1)^ tbc Court van hj do means palatable ta 
tlic Miiiititcr, may be gathered from a letter addreaaed 
U' Mm by the Queen on tlie 26th January. 

" 26th Janvier. 
" L'afflig^ont silence ct absence, (juc tant comme 
luinistie d'Aiigleteirc, que comnie ehivalier Elliot, voua 
garden avcc moi, dana des moments auB»i alFreiix, et od 
toutc notre comluitc nc nicritait point d'etre entrainue, 
ec uiomc silence, je le romps pour tous deniaiidcr quelle 
nouvelle voua avez de reseadre de Collingwood. Le ciei 
dans sa colore nous a privi^ du respectable aDii Lord 
Nelson, pour &trc en but h tou» les malhcurs. Lea 
miens sont fi leur comble; mwB jc remplirai mes pdtiibles 
<lcroir8 jusiju'il la tombe. Vous saurez toutes lea non- 
velles (le Rome mieux que moi. Je me bonic h t 
demnnder quelle nouvelle vous avez de I'cHcuclre de Brest 
et de Collingwood ; et croye^ moi, avec bicn de I'cstime, 
votre affectionncSe. C." * 



' [Ti 

"26(n J^itnaartf. 

"Tlit^ dUtrcssing Eilntcc and absence, whii'h. 1-oth aa EnKtUb 
luiiiUUr and as Mr. Elliot, yon muotuiu towards mv in tliu divadfoL 
condition, into whirli wi- did not dc»erye to fall, tbi£ gloomy rilouce I' 
now bnsk to usk wliat tidings you Lure of Collingwnud's aqusdnia. 
HoBvenin its auger hasdopiivedusofonrreBpiMtoi Frii'ad. l.ord NelsaOt 
U> IcaTB UB a mark for evory misfortune. My troubleaareut their heiriiC, 
Uut 1 will ruini Diy painful ilutj- till death. . 

" You know all the Ruuisn iivws better tbaii 1 do. I confine 
to anking yrm what usus you havi' of the squadron of Brest uul of 
I 'cillingwood. Believe mp, with luuih rsti'i'ni, Jour idbotionate 
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A few (luys later, tlic return of the Duke of San 
Tcodoro with the news of the failure of the iiegotiatioDH 
showed that all wa« over. 

" 3(1 Janvier. 

" La jotimde d'hior," wrote tlie Qut-eii, " a M iwur 
iiK)i 81 orageiise ct douteurcuse que je u'ai 6l6 capable dc 
rieu. Le retour de San Tcodoro, les infames noiircllcM 
qu'il apporte decideut de notre sort et de ce niiilheureuN 
ct beau pays." ^ 

f)n the 4th of February the French crosKcd the fron- 
tier, and on the 1 Itli the Queen llc<l to I'alenno — where 
the King had already preceded licr — and Sir JamoM 
Craig and his amiy were put in possession of the fortress 
of Messina. " Sir James Craig," wrote Mr. Elliot, " with 
a degree of patience and forl>earance which docs equal 
credit to himaclf and to his amiy, confunncd to the 
wishes of His Sicilian Majesty, and not a soldier landeil 
in Sicily liefore the French hat] pawtod the frontiers of 
the kingdom of Naples. One material object was gained 
by this deference to the right of sovereignty of His 
Sicilian Majesty, that when the British tntops took pos- 
seaaioD of Messina, it van not only with the concurrence, 
but at the requisition of the King, and neither malevo- 
lence nor prejudice can cost an aspersion on the good faith 
of the British nation." 
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" 30(A Jaimarff, 

" Yesterd»y *as to me ao slonny nnJ bo pninriil tlmt I h»VB iiol 
Ih^u fit for tinytliing. The return oT Srii Teuloro, the infninnuii 0''W« 
which he brings (liH;iile uur futv, «uil tlint nf this iiiihap]<y Hiid ln'suti- 



fill ^1 



iitry." 



i 



MEUOIK OP HLTUll ELUtVT. [1M» 

Mr. Elliot accompanied the Queen to I'aluruiu, niid 
how altered were ttie relations of the Queen and the 
EngiiHh representative, may be gathered fr«in a note 
Bhe addrcHiied tu him immediately after her arrival : — 

" Je desire stivoir de votre aantii et de votre intt^rea- 
sante famille, dann Ic p<^nible voyage que rous vcnez de 
feiro. U m'est trts seiiHiblo de ne vous avoir ni vu, ni 
niSnic re<;u une ligue de votre part aprfes y avoir ^t6 si 
accoutunii^, et cela dane me» afireuHOs et cruellca cir- 
Constances, oil jc Buis navrfe, attend par tout ce qui est 
fait pour mo rendre inalheureuBe. Ce n'eat pas dans ce 
niumont que jc m'attendaia du Chevalier Elliot, du 
ministre Britanniquc uu tel nublt. 8i la politique ou de 
fauBHes id(5eH dont lo tenii>s prouvera la fausscttS en soit 
le motif, j'attend» dc ce ni^nie tempa qu'il vous furce k 
reconnattre le caractire dc eelle qui sera toujour^ rotre 
affection<^ et sincfcrc amic, Charlottk."' 

The meeting of the Queen and of Acton wus a scviic 
of violent recrimination and tcarn, and the struggle for 
power Wtwecn them was as keen as in their better 
days; but the flight of the Xeapolitan army under 

" I desire to know of your hentth nndof tint of your intpreating family, 
in thn trying royagc that you bars just mnde. 1 ferl very mudi, 
iirithrr having seen you, nor even receivHiI a line from you, after iMruu 
lieen so lued to do both ; anil this in my dreadful and eruel (^rcniD> 
Htnncea, whrn t am overwhclm-ed, atnick down by all that ia done to 
render me miupralile. It ia not at a time like this that I expecttd mictl 
forgKtfulneHa from Ur. Elliot, from the Hritiah miditer. IT paUrj or 
faiae iilvai, of which time wilt prove the falsity, are the onusc, t rxnecl 
that thia same time wiU fbrce jiou to know the character of faer who 
will always be your aflectioaate and sim^ere friend, ('HAitLOTrB. ** 
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Daintm fn>iii Oalabriii was for u tiiuo ilecitiive against 
tho iiiBuence of the Queen ; it naa ignominious tm 
well aa disastrous, and as the defence of the proTiDccs 
hatl, like all other warlike measures, beeu warmly 
ajlvucat«d by her, lier influenec over the King's tnimi 
was for a moment profouadiy shaken. Taking 
advantage of this state of feeling to withdraw him 
from the Queen's cabal, General Acton and Mr. 
KUiot persuaded the King to go with them to IVIesKina, 
in order there to tUscuss with the English genemls the 
best mode of defence of the island.' "The King," 
wrote Mr. Elliot from Messina to hif* wife on tho 5th 
April, " was receiTcd hero to-day by the people with 
tho greatest eutliusiasm, and if one may be allowed to 
form any conjecture from the vociferous eipressions of 
loyalty of the populace, Sicily will make a better stand 
against the French than the oiiposito kuigdoni did 
The French must sooner or later attempt this narrow 
pasH^^, which in some places is certainly not three 
miles in breadth. T have passed the whole of this 
momiug looking throi^h my glass at an attack made 
by Cleoi^e Elliot" in his frigate upon a French Imttery 
within pistol-shot. As for as 1 could judge, he silenced 
it in about three-quarters of an hour ; bnt as he is 



' Sir Jiime» Cmig, «■ 
tumpcr, WDB nbout to nsi)^ Llic (.omnioDd 01 



iliUitiPfl, (lilt ff a liifficitl 
It «C ill-1]»lUi, lo 
Sir John Stiutrt. 

> Hon. Geoi^ Klliot, •rcond son of tlie fint Eu-I of Minto, ofter- 
wnnU AdtDtrul uid K.C.B. The notorious Fra Diavolo, rscsping rrom 
thi> Pntich. took rcfnge aboutlljis tint? ou board (.'uplniii Elliot's ship, 
■ad vat hj him ciniod to 11 plKe at aafet.v. 
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Biiiuc driven out of the etmits by a contrary wind, wc 
have no particulars. Last evening Heveral |>co|)lc were 
wounded in niakinij; n ainiihtr attempt witli gunboats. 
Ko wretched are the arraiigeinenttt as jet tiikcti here, 
tliat although the coast of Calabria does not appear to 
be twice more distant from Messina than Prince Vcnti- 
niilia's house is from your Terrace, yet nobody seciuH 
to know anything of what is passing ou the other side 
of the water." The letter ends by saying : " I returned 
from my dinner on boarti the ' Excellent' at ton o'clock 
at night. Tliiu iu already the third time that I have 
Hpent four or five hours at a round table, with bottles, 
glasses, and wine in some cases, dulncss in others, and 
now and then interesting conversation. I cannot but 
regret so great a loss of precious time at this con- 
juncture." The king is described as immensely enjoy- 
ing this episode in his life, giving the parole, " London 
and St George," to the Britieh garrison of Messina, 
pluming himself on his right to be considered as 
commander-in-chief of the army (7000 Britisli troops), 
and above all, rejoicing with strange gesticulations and 
stranger words when fn>m some siifc place be watched 
tiie artillery practice from tlic opitosite shores ; claitptng 
his hands with glee when a shot struck some miserable 
vessel hugging the coast, and apparently perfectly un- 
inindfid of the fact that such boats on either side of the 
strait were manned by his own subjects and countrymen. 
We leani from the Queen's letters that slie had only 
been informed of the King's intended departure from 
Palermo on the day before it took place, and she bitterly 
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rcpriiachcil Mr. Elliot for having coQnired at keeping 
licr in the dark. The King liad to each party the value 
of his Bign-munual, and uo other ; thoi^h the Queen, to 
do her justice, had alwaja affected the utnioet deference 
to his will, and in her almost daily letters to Mr. Elliot 
during the heat part of two years, she invariably re- 
presented herself as a mere suhoniiuato agent Mr. 
Elliot, on the other hand, in the despatches he wrote 
during the same period, diapensctl witli any nieutlon 
whatsoever of His Majesty's name. Times were strangely 
changed since the previous aumnier, when the Queen had 
insisted that General Lacy, in spite of his remonstraQccs, 
should open his commisHion solely to herself, and when 
Mr. Elliot for the first time incurred her serious dis- 
pleasure, by uniting with the Russian general in a repre- 
sentation to the Xing of the inconvenience arising from 
the absence of any responsible minister with whom they 
might confer.^ 

While smarting under the mortification of feeling 
herself set aside, an event occurred which euablctl the 
Queen to checkmate her iwlvcrsaries by tlie j»re(>amtiou 
of a counter-plot. During the al>8enee of the King, 
Admiral Sir Sidney Smith arrived in the bay of Palenno 
with a small squadron, and the Queen at once profited 
of the occasion to " work on the peculiarities of his dis- 
position," and, according to her own phrase, de tai 
monter la lite. Despising Sicily and impatient to 

' It buJ been, uince General Acton's fall, the iimeticL' of tliu <)iiei-ii 
Lo tiiuist lliut iill iiiiporlaiit aBiUs sboiiUI he triaiU.il wilb birisilf i«'r- 
...all,. 
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regain Naples, she was incapable of calculating cooUy 
the means in her power for accomplishing so great an 
event '' D*entamer la chase, de /aire une eaeplasian 
ginirale^ was what she aimed at, and Providence 
seemed to have &voured her designs by the arrival of 
Sir Sidney Smith, who was folly as ready to undertake 
anything or everything without forther consideration aa 
she could desire.'' 

This officer, who was the fanfaron of virtues which 
ho really possessed — ^for he was brave, chivalrous, and 
enterprising, though under the influence of exorbitant 
vanity he enlaiged upon his own merits till modest men 
felt inclined to doubt them — was now invested by the 
Queen's influence with supreme authority over all the 
King*8 forces on land and sea. A proclamation stating 
his powers was clandestinely drawn up, without the 
slightest communication with Sir J. Stuart, and Sir 
Sidney formally accepted the powers conferred, pro- 
mising the Queen that he would now " dare to do more 
than Bonaparte would venture to imagine !"^ 

Five days before this letter was written the battle 
of Maida had been fought and won, and in a letter 
written a few days later to Mr. Elliot by Sir J. Stuart, 
he mentions the fact of his pursuit of the enemy having 
been impeded by the action of armed bodies of men 
acting under the authority of Sir S. Smith — King 
Ferdinand's generalisshno ! 



» Private letter to the Right Hon. C\ J. Fox, August 1806. 
* ** Cehii," ho says in a letter to the Queen, dated ** Pompee, devant 
Soil la, 9 Juillet 1806, **(>lui qui pent jiarler en chef 8upri>me pent 
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Tliftt tlik extmonliiiary commiBsioD given to the 
EngUuIi atlmiml produced nothing worse than tem- 
porary inconvcnienci', and that a decided rupture be- 
tween hiin and the general was avoide<l, in creditable to 
the good eense and good feeling of both parties, and 
also to Mr. Elliot, who never ceased his endeavours to 
bring about a good understanding between them, 

Wlute at Messina Mr. Elliot exehange<l some letters 
with tlie Queen. In one of these she informed him of a 
report of Bonaparte's death, which had rcacheti her in a 
somewhat coarsely- worded note from the Prince of Ilesso- 
Phili|)sthal, the brave defender of Oactu, tlio only general 
in the Neapolitan army worthy of the name, but whose 
rough inauners had made him disn^rreeable to the Queen 
and her cortege. To Her Mtuesty'a communication Mr. 
Elliot replied in the following temis : — 

" Je me sens profonddmcnt humilii5 de devoir me 
rejouir avec I'Eurojje entifcre sur le bruit encore v^ue de 
la niort dun individu, atroce il est vrai, mais dont les 
succ^s, leg craintes qu'il a su inspirer, font t'opprobrc du 
rtitcle dans Icquel nous avons ^t^ condamnt^s i flik;hir 
sous les tyrannies d"im aventurier vonqut^rant. 

" Je ne bia,me point le style du Prince de Hesse. 
Pai'tout oh je jette les yeux aujourd'hui je ne vois rien 
iiiuiuB noble que la soi-disant noblesse. . On ne rt^ussira 
plus que par le peuple ; et an peuple il faut parler son 

ruin.- dea cunps lie uudtre, ct vi'tte aniU ijue BuoDBpuic uimservc ilana 
srs {iroJFta ct ■uD Bctiau, i^ui le (kit i^iuair, DiHiiitenHnt je VtX nioi vette 
iiiiitB de poHvoir, 'ju'oii me tii c^oiwervo, r\ j'ow foire plus i[ii'il ii'owj 
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langage. On n'ost plus g^n^ral sans 6ire soldat Et je 
crois que les mani^res de Suwarrow et du P. de HoBse, 
feiont fortune auprte du peuple et du soldat \k ou Tesprit^ 
la mesure, et raddresse qui oonyiennent au oouitiaaa 
yiennent ^houer complfetement."^ 

This letter was probably intended for Count Roger 
Damas as much as for the Queen. 

Mr. Elliot continued to correspond with the Home 
Government throughout the summer, the chief subject 
of his despatches being the commission given to Sir 
S. Smith, and the invasion of Calabria by Sir J. 
Stuart He did not the less heartily rejoice over the 
victory of Maida, because he had always uiged on 
the British commanders the futility of all such partial 
attempts on the French power in Naples. Having, as 
he Raid, so lately seen an Anglo-Russian and Neapolitan 
army retire from that kingdom before an enemy had 
entered it, he refused to believe that a handful of 

* [Translation.] 

** 1 f(Rel deeply hiimhlcd in being forced to unite, with all Europe, 
in rejoicing over the still vague rei>ort of the death of an individual, 
atrcKuous it is tnie, but whose success, and the fears ho has been able 
to inspire, form the disgrace of the age in which w<» have been condemned 
to bow under the tyranny of a conquering adventurer. 

" I do not blame the style of the Prince of Hesse. Wherever I cast 
my eyes now, I see nothing less noble than the soi-disarU nobility. 
One will only succeed now by m^ana of the juioph ; and the people must 
l>e addressed in their own language. One can no longer be a general 
without l)eing a soldier. And I think that the manners of Suwarrow 
and of the Prince of Hesse will make their fortune with the ])eopl(> 
and with the soldiers, ^ith whom the talent, the suavity, and the tact, 
which suit the courtiiT, completely fail." 
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Brittah troops would now recon(|ucr it out of the liaud:; 
of tbe French. Sir J. Stuart, writing to him from the 
" Camp near Maida," says : — " I did not confide my in- 
tentions to you, knowiDg how strongly you would diw- 
approvo them," etc. — iind Mr. Elliot probably did not 
lind in the friiitless though brilliant battle of Maida 
any reason to change his opinions. 

Mr. Elliot was recalled from Sicily in 1800, when 
Mr, Fox cflining into office appointed his brother, General 
Fox, to the command of the forces in Sicily, and to the 
post of representative of the Govemracnt at the Court 
of Palermo — conceiving it for the public iuterest that 
one person should at that critical conjuncture fill both 
offices. 

When the moment for Mr, Elliot's <leparturo came, 
he could not but feel that so strange aud full of 
anomalies was the condition of things at Palermo, that 
he could hardly have remained there with credit or 
satisfaction to himself. The King and General Acton 
had been quietly laid aside ; the Queen, indefatigable in 
weaving nets which held no fish, at one moment egged 
on the English commEmders to attempt the re-conquest 
of Naples ; the next, poured invectives upon them be- 
cause they resolved to expend all the means at their 
command in the defence of Sicily. While the Russian 
Government waa daily drawing nearer to her great 
enemy, she bestowed her fullest confidence on the 
Russian minister, whose fatal advice had been the imme- 
diate cause of the distress which had overwhelmed her 
family. Living in a state of penury, in 
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d4labr4e, always without complaint, and seemingly 
without consciousness of personal discomforts, she, in 
the King's name, issued edicts and proclamations to 
imaginary forces for impossible exploits ; and while pre- 
pared for any step which might tend to overthrow the 
power of Bonaparte, she was already conceiving the 
possibility of opening an amicable arrangement with him 
for the barter of Sicily for Naples, and the betrayal of 
her English allies.^ 

Mr. Elliot, in writing to his Government, and summing 
up the history of his experiences of the Neapolitan Court, 
givcH it as his distinct opinion that the independence of 
the Two Sicilies had fallen not so much before the suc- 
cessful ambition of Bonaparte, as by the intrigues of the 
Court; "with an essential part of government in the 
hands of a French emigrant, the Neapolitan Court be- 
came the centre of the intrigues of a designing set of 
persons, who were careless of the interests of Naples, 
and inimical to those of Great Britain." 

^ Iq little more than threo years after Mr. Elliot's departure from 
Palermo, the Queen of Naples sjiw, without disapprobation, the mar- 
riage of her grand-daughter Maria Tiouisa to the *' Modern Enij>eror " 
as she fref|uently <'alled him. 




LERWAKII ISI^NUS. 



CHAPTER THE FOURTEENTH. 



LRKWAK1) IHIiANDS MADRAK. 

On the terniinatiou of liis niunion to Naplen, Mr. Elliot 
returned to London, and in 1809 he was appointwl 
GoTcmor of the Leeward Islands. The condition of the 
Continent — from which the success of Bonaparte's armies 
had all but banished diplomacy — aod the risks and 
expenses consequent on the rcmoral fi^>m place to place 
of a numerous family, decided Mr. Elliot to abandon a 
diplomatic for a less brilliant, but also a less precarions, 
career. It wa«, howeTer, at a great sacrifice of personal 
happiness that ho accepted of a post to which he felt it 
impossible that his family should accompany him ; and 
the five years that he spent at a distuice from them 
form, perhaps, the most unhappy period of his life. 

The numerous letters which he addressed to his 
wife and elder children from the banishment of Antigua 
contrast curiously with the family letters written by and 
to him in his youth. The anxieties which others had 
felt for him, it was now his turn to experience; and 
the gay, elastic buoyancy of spirit which had distin- 
guished him in early life, had given way to a sore sense 



404 MEMOIR OF HUOH ELLIOT. [1810 

of the "slings and arrows of outrageous fortune." 
Returning to England after years of active and often 
of brilliant service to his country, he found that such 
service rendered at a distance met with far less acknow- 
ledgment than would have been readily bestowed on 
political support at home. To save an ally of England 
was no doubt good ; but to save a vote to Government 
was better. Shrewd observer as he was, and versed in 
the politics of Europe, Mr. Elliot was struck by the 
narrow views and unskilful policy of statesmen whose 
mental gaze was contracted to the arena of parlia- 
mentary strife ; while to their imperfect knowledge of, 
and limited interest in, continental politics, he ascribed 
the curious selection of their diplomatic agents, and 
also some anomalies in the system of procedure towards 
them. His general impressions of England are given 
in a letter to a friend, written shortly before leaving it 
for the Leeward Islands, after a residence of three years 
in London. 

" The coimtry," he says, " surpasses all my recol- 
lections by its beauty, cultivation, and appearance of 
prosperity ; but my long residence abroad has made me 
averse to the general manners of English society, in which 
there is less of nature and of good breeding than I have 
met with among the same classes of society in any other 
country of Europe. The women are sensible, intelligent, 
and well-informed; but with the exception of a few 
who have had a cosmopolite training, they want the 
charm of courteous grace which distinguishes their 
semblables in other aristocratic societies. . . . There 



I 



1810] LEEWARD ISLANDS. 403 

is a, certain trafficking spirit in English society, aiiJ 
people seek in it for pleasure leas than for advantage ; 
a prudential consideration for sf// is highly claaaed 
ainong English virtues, and is conscientiously practised." 

Whatever the drawbacks to liis enjoyment of English 
life, Mr. Elliot's thoughts turned longingly homewards 
from the tropical climate and the csccptional condition 
of manners and society in which he now found himself. 
The cruelties practised upon the slave population revolted 
his nature, and in the first year of his government con- 
siderable unpopularity vas brought upon him by the 
publication of some of his despatches to Loni Liverpool, 
which treated of the oppressive conduct of the planters, 
and the insufiicicncy of the civil institutions oa then 
existing to restrain them. Mr, ElUot had been desired 
to inquire into certain facts connected with atrocious acts 
of cruelty iwrpetratcd by a planter of the name of 
Huggina in the island of Nevis— acts committed in the 
public market-place, without interference from the 
magistracy, and yet so exceptionally ferocious as to have 
become the subject of indignant resolutions passed in 
the House of Assembly at Nevis— acta for which, when 
brought to trial, the perpetrator had been acquitted by 
a jury composed of Ida own friends. In writing to Lord 
Liverpool of these horrors, and of the remissness or cul- 
pability of those whose duty it was t<) punish them, Mr. 
Elliot gave it as his opinion that the root of the evil lay 
much deeper than the conduct of a few indiviiliuils. 

" It must be accounted for by the defects of a con- 
stitution little adapted to the present state <if decreased 
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and decreasing white population of this island^ which no 
longer fiimishes a sufficient choice of men fit to fill any 
public department. The fact is, the goveniments of the 
smaller islands were formed in times when many of the 
proprietors lived upon their estates, and the white popu- 
lation was in some instances, perhaps, ten times as 
numerous as it now is. Of the few white inhabitants 
who remain, managers, overseers, self-created lawyers, 
self-educated physicians, and adventurous merchants, 
with little real capital or credit, compose the greater 
part. The acquirements of education among many of 
this description of persons are very unequal to the task 
of taking a share in the government. The prevalence of 
principle, cither moral or religious, is also, I fear, not to 
be calculated from the repetition of the hackneyed ex- 
pressions of which an ostentatious use is frequently made 
in addresses, and on all occasions meant to meet the 
public eye at home. 

" To collect from such a state of society men fit to be 
legislators, judges, or jurymen, is perfectly impracticable. 
Individual interest, personal influence, animosity of party- 
feuds, weigh down the scale of justice and direct the 
course of legislative authority into acts of arbitrary and 
unjustifiable power, cloaked under the semblance and 
dignified with the name of constitutional acts. How 
such defects arc to be remedied is a question which 
requires much minute investigation and serious and 
dispassionate consideration," etc., etc.^ 

This letter having been read before the House of 

' November 21, IMlo. 
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CommonB, found its way iu tlie iiewspaperB tu the West 
Indies, and a letter from Mr. Elliot's private secretary, 
Mr. Ueydinger, describes the indignation wliicli it had 
excited : — 

" St. Kilt's, September IHll. 

" I am told that had the Governor gone to town thut 
evening he would have been pelted. However that may 
have been, he went soon after, and goes frequently, with- 
out experiencing any difference in his reception. . . . 
A handbill has been circulated calling on all the 
managciB, lawyers, physicians, and merchants of this 
island, and of N^evis and Montserrat, to meet aud con- 
sider the contents of the letter. . . . The CJovemor 
takes no notice of them, and leaves them to talk till 
they are tired, when he supposes they will give over." 

In the following year, 1811, the trial aud execution 
of a planter named Arthur Hodge created a. great sensa- 
tion in the Islands, as, owing to the position aud con- 
nections of the accused, it was believed that the Governor's 
Teto would intervene to prevent the sentence of execution 
from being carried out. 

Mr. Elliot, writing to his wife, thus describes him : — 
" A considerable planter in the island of Tortola, named 
Arthur Hodge, Esquire, a member of Council, and a 
gentleman well known in England, and connected by 
marriage with families of distinction there, has been 
thrown into prison upon the accusation of having mur- 
dered man;/ of kia slnves by severe punishments and 
various kinds of torture. Biatrial is to take place on 
the 2.")th, aiul Mr. Horsfonl. the Solicitor-General in this 
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GoTemmenty goes with me in the ' Cygnet ' as the prin- 
cipal lawyer, to conduct the prosecution. The eyes, of 
all the West Indies are turned towards this cause, and it 
will create a no less general sensation in Great Britain. 
My business is to see justice impartially distributed, and 
that the proceedings shall meet with no interruption on 
either side. The enormities laid to the charge of this 
Mr. Hodge are more dreadftil than any I ever heard of 
within the limits of the British Empire. On the other 
hand, his defendants assert that the accusation is found- 
ed in a fool conspiracy to deprive the prisoner of his life 
and his honour. In the meantime, the state of party at 
Tortola is said to be violent and inflamed, and the Island 
is in fact without any regular force whatever, which can 
act upon an emergency for the support of the civil power 
or of tranquillity. The law nuist take its course in this 
disagreeable business, and God grant that it may be 
directed to its proper object, that the guilty may suflFer 
and the innocent escape." 

His next letter to his wife tells her the result of the 
trial. 

'' Tortola, May 9, 1811. 

"My dearest Margaret — In my letter from St. 
Christopher, by the * Duke of Kent ' packet, I told 
you I was to j)roceed to Tortola upon a business of 
the most disagreeable nature. I accordingly arrived 
here upon the morning of the 2Gth April, and am lodged 
in a tolerable house situated on an eminence about a 
mile and a half from the town. The trial of Arthur 
Hodge, Esq., one of the members of the (Vmncil of 
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Turtola, fur the raurder of Beveral of his alaveB, was put 
off till the 29th ult. He was indicted in the firet 
instance for the murder, bj severe treatment, flogging, 
etc., of only one slave named Prosper. After a trial 
which lasted from ten o'clock of the forenoon of the 
2!)th April till five o'clock in the morning of the 30th, 
Arthur Uodge was found guilty, and was condemned to 
be hanged on the 8th of May. By a majority of the juiy 
he was recommended to mercy, and that mercy it was in 
my power to have granted by eimpcnding the execution 
of his sentence till the King's pleasure should be known. 
But alas I there were no grounds which could jnstiiy me 
iu acceding to the strange recommendation of the 
majority of the jury. Neither could any of the ju(^s 
second it. The unfortunate man would have been tried 
upon Ave other indictments, some of them still more 
atrocious than the one upon which he was found guilty, 
and his general character for barbarity was so notorious 
that no room was left for me even to deliberate. His 
victims have been numerous ; some of them were even 
buried in their chains, and there have been found ujioa 
the bones taken from the grave chains and iron rings of 
near forty pounds weiglit. Judge of the distress I have 
been exposed to the whole of this lost week by the 
petitions of the prisoner and the personal applications 
of his relatives. Yesterday the fatal sentence of the 
law was carried into eflect, and thus perished a man 
bom to affluence, connected with families of distinction 
in England. He had been three times married, has left 
several children ; he had been in the array, had a 
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liberal education, and lived in what is called the great 
World. His manners and address were those of a gen- 
tleman. Cruelty appears in him to have been the effect 
of violence of temper, and habit had made him r^ard- 
less of the death and suffering of a slave. God grant 
that this severe example may teach others in the West 
Indies to dread a similar fate, should they forget that 
slaves are their fellow-creatures, and that their lives are 
protected by the laws both of England and the colonies. 
The state of confusion in which I found this part of the 
government has made it necessary for me to take several 
strong measures to maintain public tranquillity, and to 
prevent any interruption being given to the course of 
justice. Thank God, I consider everything now as 
finished, and have the satisfaction to say without the 
appeamnce of tumult or disorder. The militia are dis- 
charged from duty, and the country is in its ordinary 
state, so that I hope the rest of the time I have to re- 
main here will be quietly passed. Never were my 
feelings more harassed than during these last eight days, 
not even, I may say, when I lost sight of you and my 
children. Think of a young family deprived in one fatal 
moment of their only surviving parent, and think of the 
struggle it must have cost me to do my duty upon so 
trying an occasion. my dear Margaret, shall I ever 
again forget among you all the pangs I have endured for 
all your sakes in the West Indies? whose climate, 
manners, and principles, war with my body and mind. 
May God s goodness one day reward me and mine for a 
period of much uncomfort to myself!" 




In a (IcHpatch to Lunl Liverpool describing these 
evenlfi, lie meutions that the majority who recommended 
Hodge to mercy were seven in number. After strongly 
recommending the Tigoroua conduct and noble elo(|uencfl 
of Mr. Horsford to the attention of Government, he goes 
on to say that " until a British legislature shall think it 
expedient to define with precision and benevolence the 
extent of the rights which one individual can exercise over 
another, the con<ligD punishment of Arthur Hodge will 
serve to warn many that death ensuing to a slave from 
severity of punishment will be considered in the eye of 
the law as heinous and atrocious murder." 

The sufferings of the slave population by no means 
absorbed the whole of his attention, aa is proved by the 
energy with which he urged the claims of the free coloured 
people of Antigua to more liberal treatment than they 
received under the existing system of colonial law and 
usage ; pointing out the mischiefs of granting civil rights 
with one hand, and of neutralising them with the other 
(for example, though enrolled in the militia, they could 
never bo promoted) ; and showing himself, in every 
word he wrote, just and humane in his feeling towards 
the people of colour, and profoundly conscious of the 
truth, that to concede popidar rights and despise popular 
atfections is a ruinous policy for those who govern. 

His conduct on many oocaaions was warmly approved 
at home, and in ItiH he was recalled from the Leeward 
Islands to receive the appointment of Govemor of 
Madras. 

After ;i stay of biircly fnui- months' duration in 
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London, he left it again at a moment of almost unex- 
ampled interest in the annals of his country. England 
was about to receive the sovereigns and warriors who 
had at last won the cause which she alone had never 
deserted; and it is not to be wondered at that the 
younger members of the family shrank with dismay 
from the dire necessity of departure. Their father, 
however, had learned, in the solitude of his West Indian 
life, to regret nothing while left in the enjoyment of his 
family circle. To use his own expression : — " At his 
age his heart required rest, which was alone to be had 
in the society of those his eyes doated upon — his 
children and their mother." 

On the 14th of May 1814, he, having first beeu 
swoni a member of His Majesty's Privy Council, saileil 
for India, accompanied by all his family, Mith the ex- 
ception of two boys left at school. His departure from 
Plymouth had been delayed from day to day, in the 
hope that the ship bringing home his brother. Lord 
Minto, late governor-general of India, would arrive at 
that port, where she was already due, before he should 
have left it. In this expectation he was unfortunately 
disappointed, and the brothers, who had not seen each 
other for years, never met again. Lord Minto died a 
few weeks after his arrival in England from the conse- 
quences of a chill caught at the funeral of Lord Auck- 
land. Lady Auckland also died during her brother's 
absence in India, and these repeated losses in his family 
account for the meagreness of his private correspond- 
ence during his Indian career. 



His govenimeiit at Madma was uimiarkcd by aiiy 
events of conspicuous iutcrest, or at least by any in 
whicii he individually bore a part ; for the period of his 
government was that of the close of the Mahratta war.' 
Ilis private life was, however, brightened by the acquisi- 
tion of many valued friends, some of whom bore names 
which, as those of Mmiro and Malcolm, will live in the 
history of India. 

The Inst year of his residence at Madras was ren- 
dered one of gloom by the death of his wife. " No 
words can describe," wrote one of his family, " the loss 
of her who was the centre of all our affectiouB and of all 
our pleasures." 

Mr. Elliot returned to England in 1820, with his 
family. On their way home they were detained for 
some time by stress of weather at St. Helena, where, 
He who had " dropt from the zenith like a falling 
star," was wearing out the term of his existence. Liv- 
ing at the Governor's house, they had daily oppor- 
tunities of witnessing the agitated existence of Sir 
Hudson Lowe, constantly haunted &s he was by fear of 
his iUustnous captive's escape ; while the satisfaction 
with which these alarms were viewed, and the skill with 
which they were heightened by the French society at 
Longwood, were no secret to Sir Hudson's visitors ; — 



' Thtr HoJirntU irar ww finally tf nniiutod at tbo battle of Hkliid- 
pore, 2Ist Decemlier ISIT, wben the armj of Holksr «a« funted hy 
the srniy of tba Deci*ii, widvt the penon&l commind of my father, 
GeiM^ml l^ir Tliomui Hulop, fur which victory he received the thanka 
iif bntli HouiMa of Parltoment. 
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" Hardly ever did we get through dinner without his 
starting up to inquire if all wan safe." The agreeable 
qualities of the guests were by no means unappreciated 
by the French residents in attendance on Napoleon, and 
many efforts were made to induce Mr. Elliot to ask for 
an interview with him ; but this he persistently refiised, 
saying that he considered Bonaparte to have been the 
greatest enemy his country had ever had, and a curse to 
Europe ; and for his own part he had no desire to see 
him. 

The spectacle of fallen greatness affected him less 
than the contemplation of the Nemesis which had 
worked the fall — bringing to a far Atlantic Isle the 
man whose unrivalled career the united nations of 
Europe had barely sufficed to check, the noise of 
whose armies had banished peace from the quiet gardens 
of Dresden, and thoughts of peace from the lovely terrace 
of Palermo. 

For the remainder of his life Mr. Elliot resided 
chiefly in London, where some still survive who remem- 
ber the charai of his society. One who knew him well 
described his conversation as " a shower of pearls and 
diamonds," so sparkling and so spontaneous ; but what- 
ever the felicity of his talk, or the grace of his manner, 
by his descendants he is best remembered for the gifts of 
heart and mind which made him beloved by a large and 
devoted familv. 

He died on the 2(1 of December 1830, and was buried 
by the side of his brother in Westminster Abbey. A 
few weeks before his death he visited my mother at 
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Boulogne, where lie, who had seen the Revolution of 
'89, had an opportunity of witnessing a review of the 
Notional Guard of 1830. The earliest public event he 
ia said to have remembered was the funeral of George II. 
He lived to see the accesaion of William IV. 



His Burvivmg children at tlie time of his deiith wire five soiia mid 
three daughters, Henry, Lieutemmt-Culonel in tli^ Ann;, died 191S. 
EdwMil, for nuwy yraw Police MagiBtrata at Miidrui, died 1888. Gil- 
bert, Dean of Driatol. Charles, Admiral and K.C.I).. GoveniDr of St. 
Helens, Frederick, AssiataDt Under-Seuretary of State for the Colonial 
Dt-partment. Enima, died 1868. Hiutiet Agnes, died 1815. Cuuli]ii>, 
god-dauglitcr of the Quwn of TJiplea. 

Mr. Elliot's daughter by his first marriagp, laabella, nuuried at 
Dreadcn, in ISO], to George Payne, Esq., died in ISaS. And n son 
by his second marriage, Muitntlian, died in tndtu in the sanie 
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LETTER FROM MR. STANLEY, SECOND SON OF LORD 
DERBY, DESORIBINa THE BATTLE OF BUNKER's 
HILL (p. 92, note)* 

" Camp at BostoUy Aug. 7, 1775. 

" My dear Friend — I know it will give you pleasure to 
hear that I arriyed safe here in good health last Sunday, 
after a very tedious passage of near eight weeks ; in short, 
we had not four-and-twenty hours of fisur wind from the 
time we left England till we got here* 

^^ I shall now attempt to give you some little descrip- 
tion of our present situation ; I can't say that our afiisdrs 
wear the best face possible, but there is an old saying, 
that when things are as bad as they can be they must 
mend. We are in a town almost deserted by its inhabit- 
ants, situated upon a peninsula with a very narrow neck 
of land that runs into the country ; this neck we have very 
strongly fortified ; on all other sides of us are small arms 
of the sea, where our men-of-war and transports, for they 
are all armed, lie at anchor. Opposite our lines, upon 
the heights, and indeed all round us, the Americans are 

2 E 
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encamped to about the number of 30,000, and have flung 
up some of the strongest works 1 8upix)8e ever seen, so that 
we are totally blockaded by these rebellious scoundrels. 
We every now and then make little excursions and attack 
them, and bum a few of their houses, but not having suflB- 
cient force, never venture out into the comitry. There 
was a very serious afiair happened the I7th of June, which 
I suppose you have heard of; but in case you should not, 
here it is. Opposite this town, on the other side the 
smallest arm of the sea, lay Charlestown, a very pretty 
well-built town. One morning eariy the * Lively ' 
frigate, which is stationed there, discovered a work 
that the rebels were working very hard at, and had 
neariy finished, upon the heights of Charlestown. They 
had then mounted four pieces of cannon, and meant 
the next day to have battered Boston about our ears. 
The vessel gave the alarm, and the troops were ordered 
to land and attack them. The ships covered our 
landing, and by all accounts there never was so severe 
a fire kept up for about an hour and a half as 
that day. We had a very high hill to march up, 
upon the top of which was this strong redoubt, where 
the enemy were covered up to the chin. All the 
way as the troops came up the hill were large rails, 
so that the men were obliged to ground their arms 
to get over them, and exposed all this while to the 
enemy's fire, and to the fire from Charlestown, which was 
lined by them, and which lay upon our left flank. Our 
men behaved remarkably well, and everyone says there 
never was a more glorious day for the officers known. 
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After three hours our troops made themselves maetere 
of the redoubt and cannon, and General Howe, who com- 
manded, now remains master of the ground, where he is 
encamped, and has fortified himself ver; strongly. We 
had about 1100 killed and wounded, of which uumber 
93 were officers. The rebels lost an amazing number. 
They talk of attacking us every day, but I don't think 
tbey dare. I wish they may, for we are well prepared. 
I foi^t to say that we burned the town of Charlestown 
to the ground. Our wounded men recover very slowly, 
as we have nothing to eat but salt pork and peas, and 
now and then fish. I have tasted fresh meat twice since 
I came here. Adieu. Write to me soon, etc etc. — Ever 
yours, Thos. Stamley." 
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LETTER FROH HIRABEAIT. — ^P. 286. 

" Par Aix en Provence, 14 aty&t 1783. 

" Mon ftme a dfes longtenipe devin^ la Totre, mon cher 
Elliot, et je bo sais quel instinct me prdst^eoit voa Tertus 
(tTant que I'fige les cut d(^Telopp<^B et m'eut mis & Di@me 
dc les appnJcier. Mais lorsque vous m'innpiriez les pre- 
iniicrs sentiniciis vifa et profondsque j'aje counus, loisc|u'aii 
printeni]>a do notre jcunesse je vous cli^rissoiB d'uiic 
atiiitid Hi tciidre, qui m'eut dit que je vous devrois uu 
jour toute ma reconnoiBaancc, tout mon ddvouenient pour 
lc8 Tccux et IcB efforts que d'un bout de I'Eutoimj & 
Tautrc, apr5s tant d'anndea de silence et d'absence, reus 
fcricz pour mon saint ct mon bonheur ? 

" Je re^ois une lettre de Londros; celui qui me I'iScrit 
est un fnm^ois estimable, ami du chef des repn^ntans 
gencvois (ClaTifere), mon iutime ami, qui eat Tenu rc- 
cueillir en Irlande lea fruits de la giinirosit^ de votre 
nation. Voici lea proprea mota du Francois dont je vous 
parle : — 

" ' Un de mea amis qui voyage par toute I'Europe 
(M. Brae), ami dc la V(5rit(5, adniiratcur dc voa ouvrages, 
a vu en pasaant fi Copenhague M. Elliot, miiiistre plt^ni- 
potenti^re du Roi d'Angleterre ; je copic ce qu'il me 
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uiarque pour vouh. Je mU charge par M. EUiol de 
aavmr ce qu'est detvnu M. de Mirabeau le fils, auteur 
des letlres de cachet. Vtrdiaux ma assu/r4 qu'il 4loit 
vatre conitoiasance, voire ami — (j'espfere I'gtro un jour 
qiiand lea dirconatancea noua auroiit rapprochtSa) — U la 
4t4 jadis de toate lafamille de cet hotinete Anglotn dont 
je voas park qui voadroU le fixer en A ngleterre pour k 
aomtraire aux horreura qu'il a suhiea depuis. J'avois 
uvecmoi Bonouvrage; U vtmloit le tire; ilyreconimt 
la chaleur el le stile de son «w», it m'a pri4 de lui qffrir, 
UH cas qa'il f6,t libre, un asite en Angleterre, et de» 
moffeiw de courir avec lui la carrHre de I'Ambaaaade n 
ce metier lui plait, ilcrixe^ lui son adresae, et des 
details aur son ematence. En conaeqnence fai 4crit d 
M. Elliot,' etc. 

" Lc fmn^oiB qui m'^crit aiiud a'appolle Brissot de 
Warrille. II vous sera fort taai de croire, mon cher ami, 
que cettc lettre m'atouch^ jusqu'aux larmcs. Jc n'auroia 
pas ^to at malheureux ai jo n'^tois pas n^ tr^ senaible ; 
voUi CO que prouve ma vieentitre, ot jusqu'Jl mea fautea. 
Je voua ai reconnu ; et je me sius dit h moi niSme qu'il 
cat doux de chf^rir un and dans ud bicidaiteur ; il n'est, 
comme je le maude au fran^ois k qui je dois cctte pr6- 
cieuse nouvoUe, que votra nation qui uffre de tela traita 
d'ainiti^ et de g^n^ro8it<5 ; maia, dans cette nation nigme, 
il doit fitre trts rare qu'un jeune hoinme, jett^ dans la 
carri^rc de rambitiori, s'atteudriase k I'tdcc <Ies maux 
qua souffert un anii do Colli5go qu'U n'a point revu ct 
qui ne lui a point 6cnt depiua I? ou 18 ana; et veuiUc 
orracher an deapotisme une victime ^traugbro & aa patiiej 
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jc ne serois pas Tobjet d'un sentiment si noble, d'une 
pensde si haute que jc scrois enthousiaste do rhomme 
qui Ta con9u ; jugez ce que vous m'Stes, mon cher et 
digne ami ; jugcz si je me sens prcss^ du d^sir de tous 
serrer dans mes bras. Mais mon ami^ Yoici ma position, 
jugez la, ct eonseillez moi. 

'^ Je ne vous ferai pas mon histoire. Le detail en 
seroit immense ; et les details constituent seuls la vdritiS 
des faits. Qu'il vous sufBse de savoir aujourd*hui quo 
ma dcstin6e a ^t^ un orage continucl, et ma vie un 
nmian ; qu'a^^scm sous Ic <ioublc despotismc de mon p^rc 
ct du gouvemcmcnt provoqu6 par lui, j'ai foit de grandes 
fautes ct 6prouv6 de grands maux ; que ces fautes out 
tous Iaiss6 mon honneur intact, ct que quclques unos 
nienic out bcaucoup relev(5 mon caract^rc moral; que 
ccs malhcurs ont abr6g6 mcs forces ct ma vie, niais 
n out fl6tri ni mon amc ni mon Anergic naturcllc. Croycz 
enfin, hommc noble ct gcn6rcux, que jc ne prendrois 
pas encore Ic nom sacrcS dc votre ami, si j'cn 6tois 
indignc. 

" A Tftgc dc 22 ans jc fis un trfes grand manage en 
perspective, nul au moment pour Ics rcssourccs pc^cu- 
niaircs. Mon p^re, arm6 de sa durct<5 onlinaire, ny 
suppl6a pjus. J cus la folic de mc dcranger considc^mblc- 
mcnt, et dc resscrrer ainsi ma d(5pcndance que j avois 
ddjJt trfes aggrav^c par mon mariagc. Unc aventure 
lionorable ct d'(5clat, mais qui hcurtoit le gouvemcmcnt 
dans son operation favorite, la revolution parlemcntaire, 
mc fit tombcr sous le glaive le plus terrible dc notrc 
gouvemcmcnt. Une Icttrc dc cachet me frappa. Ellc 
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servoit trop bien mon y^K qui toi^jours m'a voiUu penlre. 
Ou diroit eu vain que la uaturc n'ost point aiiiai faite — 
mon histoirc a trop prouvd qu'uri ptre eiivieux, et une 
courtisaao adroite tkihappcnt k toutca les combindsona 
dans la niarchc de leurs hainea et de leura complots. 
Sept annt^os cutitrca m'ont vu balot^ d'onlrea arbitnures 
en ordrea arbitnurea ; de cliilteaux en uhflteaux. Un tel 
r(%inie n'l^tait paa fait pour asaouplir mon anie indiipend- 
ante et ti6re. EUc s'est aigrie ; deux foia j'ai brisi inea 
ctiataea et ^graT(5 mon crime (Te^clave r4volt4. Deux 
fois j'ai (5t^ repris en pays Stranger. La Hollaude a eu 
la lltcliet^ de nio rcndre au moment de In guerre ; j'aTois 
&t& par raille obataiilcs arrfit^ daua le projet de passer en 
Angleterre ; j'ai cruolleraent expi6 la faute d'avoir m^- 
couuu le soul aailo de la libcrtii ; le Donjon do Vincennes 
tel que je I'ai point m'a senri do tonil>cau {>endant 3 ana 
^ et 10 jours. Mais 1& m6me j'ai prouvd que les osclaves 
voloutairea font plus de tyraua que lea tyrana ne font 
d'esclavea foroiJs. Le gouTemeraeut a fini par forcer raon 
[)bre h. brisor moa ohaJncB. II est vrai qu'alors je n'avoia 
point iJcrit contre les httres de cachet et les prisons iT^tat. 
" Voua TouB demandcz aaui! doute ce quo faisoit Ma- 
dame de Mirabcau pendant ce temjis Ih. Elle jouoit la 
comt^dio, elle donnoit doa fetes ; ello faiaoit le mistier dliia- 
trioue sur la eendro do niun tila, J'ai tout diaaimul^, et 
ania revenu en Provence redenmndcr ma femmc, bien 
iiiuins pour la ravoir, que pour faire tomber par son acqui- 
caccmcnt, ou pur une diacuasion judioiaire, lea borriblea 
calomuies que lea collatoniux do ma fonmio, iutcreHsiis 
& ce que nous n'ayiona point d'cnfans, u'avoient cca^ dc 
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Yomir contre moi, pour mienx conaolider ma peite, et 
m'emp6cher toute i^unioTi. 

** J'ai demand^ Madune de Mirabeau. EUe a plaid^ 
en separation, elle a plaid6 avec atrocity ; j'ai plaid^ «vec 
noblesse. Trois dc yob compatriotes, tons trois mea 
amis, Lord Peterborough, Sir Bisset, et le Major Bagga, 
ont 6t& t^moins de eet odieux procfes, et peuvent 
rendre t^moinage k la v^rit^ ; non que leur deposition 
comme celle de mes amis ne soit suspecte; maia ils 
peuvent dire s'il y a deux opinions dans le public sur ce 
procfes. 

'^ Ccrtainemcnt s'il e^t ^t^ en mon pouYoir de r^aliser 
la plus petite partic do la fortune que je dois avoir un 
jour, je n'aurois pas soutcnu cc procfes; et la vuc et le 
contact d*une terre esclave nc m'auroit pas souill^ plus 
longtemps; mais li6 par la double tyrannic du plus Strange 
de tons Ics pfcres et de la plus imp<5ricu8c dcs n^cessites ; 
cntrav6 par le ddrangemcnt dc ma prcmifcre jeunesse, il 
m'a fallu viser h Tinddpendancc par la scule route^qui 
put my conduire ; et dont Ics bourbicrs infects qui la 
paraemoicnt m'auroient cependant dearth sur le champ, 
si mes advcrsaircs n*avoicnt pas eu Tinsigne maladressc 
do compromcttre h chaque pas mon honneur dans la 
discussion de ce procijs. 

" Je Tai perdu ; mais je Tai perdu comme on n'en 
pcrd point en France. Surcharge de chaines de toute 
esptjce ; dcrasd dc dcttcs qu'on auroit pu arranger par le 
seul emploi dc mes revcnus, cc dont on s'est bien gard^, 
tout en Otant le pouvoir de le faire moi mSme ; investi 
des preventions qui dans le pays le plus mdcbant de la 
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tcrre ont nJsuIttS du DiitD^ge et dcs relations o&icieiiscs 
dee int^rcsB^ k ma pcrte ; entomb d'cimenus, mal servi 
par mon ptre, d^B^r^able au goiivemement, je suia 
arriy^ dans une province oti il mc restoit pen de parens, 
pen d'amis eccrctB, ct presque pas un avou^, pour lutter 
contre la famillc la plus i^tcnduc, la plus accr^dit^ ; 
centre le particulicr de la Tillc d'Aix, qui en fait Icb 
honncure, et qui passe pour avoir la soci^t^ la plus aim- 
able, lea pluB puiaaana aniia, le meilleur cuisinter. Quand 
je auia arriv(5 tout le monde me fiiyoit; j'^tois I'ante- 
chriat Jc me suis conduit irreprochablement et j'ai 
iSt<5 aesez heuroux pour concilicr beaucoup de fcr- 
met<! et de aagcaae. J'aa parli5 en public quatre fois ; 
man amc a dlcv6 mun g<imo, ct j'ai cu le plua grand 
Buccfti. C'est avec raiaon quo lea ancicns du talent de 
la parole avoient fait un dicu. Ix i>ublie toujours 
cstrCme fi'eat rang)? de mon c6te jnsqn'& I'idolatrio. Lew 
battemcns de main m'ont poursuivi au palaia, aux pro- 
mcnadcH, an spectacle. Un arrOt m'a condamn^ par un 
complot abominable. L'anit a iti )iu^. Le pariemcut 
m^mc a't^lfevc contre les cinq jugea qui Tout d^shonori, 
dit-il, car aur neiif j'eu avoia quatre pour moi, et lea Beula 
d'entre ccs neuf qui aoient CKtimiiB. La faveur du public 
a augment^. La sc6nG scat enaanglantt^'c. J'ai ^t^ 
obligf^ do rcgenter un insolent colonel. Le iieuple a iti 
pr6t il le lapider ; enfin, je suia devenu comme le d^mo- 
gi^ue de la Provence, et le vainqnciir du i»roctB est cii 
fiiite, tandia que le vaincu est hautemcnt proclamc;, 
tillastTe infortund. 

" Je n'avois aseur^mcnt mdrit^ ni taut de sd^ini/t, 
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ni tont d'indulgence ; et vous croyez bien que ces tristes 
Buccfes ne me toument pas la tdte^ d'autant qu'une insur- 
rection n'est jamais ricn en France^ et que je n'en serai 
qu'un pen plus odieux k toutes les autorit^s. Mais ils 
m'imposent une sorte d'obligation de faire casser Tarret 
qui est un y^ritable attentat aux moDurs et k Tordre 
public^ et qui d'ailleurs, selon notre mode fran9oise^ 
n'^tant point motiv^, peut laisser croire au loin qu'aulieu 
d'etre fond^ sur un ridicule eigotage de palais^ il Test 
BUT les imputations atroces dont on avoit youlu m'^craser. 
Mon honneur est done intdrcss^ h la radiation de cet 
arr6t aprt^s laquelle je suis bien 61oign6 du ddsir de 
raviser le procfes comme je Ic pourrois — premifere entrave 
qui s'oppose k ce moment k mon expatriation ! Et c'est 
en T^rit^ la moindre ; car que me sont tous ccs motifs 
sccondaircs pourvu que jc sois bien avec ma conscience, 
et que jc puisse vivre avcc des hommes courageux et 
libres ? Ccs motifs d'aillcurs ne sont point sans objec- 
tions, car mon scjour h Paris est loin d'etre sans dangers 
ext^ricurs et sans inconv6nicns domestiques; on nie 
menace que le ministre s'opposera h mon voyage dans la 
capitale — ce me scroit assurdment une raison de plus d'y 
aller, si j 'a vols d'apr6s cela le moindre espoir de succts 
dans la rdvision de I'arret ; attendu que j'en regarde la 
poursuite comme une e8p5cc de devoir de citoyen. Mais 
en est-il de ces devoirs oh il n'y a point de patrie ? et ne 
rendrai-je un plus mauvais service k la v6rit^ et k la 
justice en la faisant ucbouer une scconde fois, qu'en liu 
laissant purement et simplcmcnt la vengeance de I'opinion 
publique ? 
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" MiLis, mon cher Elliot, voici des considtSrations 
d'uno touto autre nature ; je vous I'ai dit, bien IoId 
d'airanger mea affuires, mon ptre a cu I'fxlieux inachia- 
v^liatnc de les laisscr dans un trts gratid diJsordre. Son 
coiQpte de tutelle bien appurt^, il se troure me devoir 
40,000'''' ; 7»,000 ou 80,000 au plus payeroient tout«9 
Dies dettes. II m'aToit doun6 par contrat de manage 
8G00''^' do pension aimuelle. II lea toui^hc maintcnant, 
eons pr^ste de payer mea dettea ; n'eu paye aucun 
CT^ncier, et pr^lfevc aculcuieut unc pcntaou alimcntaire 
do 2400''"- qu'il m'abandoniie trtsen rcchignant. Je u'ai 
pOB pu parvenir encore h changer cet ^titt de choaea. Jo 
n'ai paa pu oLtcnir qu'il me permit d'enipmnter pour 
6tcindre en bloc tout«H mea dcttes, ct m'assurer ainai un 
reveuu indtipcndant. Mon oncic, ijui lui prodigue aon 
bien et sea 6pargiica, n'a pna cu plus de cn^lit que moi 
ni6me h cet dgard. H a aubvenu h toua lea fraia de 
I'afTaire actuelle; mais grandbailli de ISfaltlic, riclic 
seulemcnt en viager, ^pui8<i jmr son fr6re, \i6 par dcs 
dcToira dc reconnoiaaance envers dca entours austjncls 
il ne pcut laJEser que de I'aigent — cet honndtc bomme 
qiii n'a tlo di^faut que sou invincible Fuiblcsse pour aon 
friTc, no pent paa beauconp, ct ea volontii cat diicoiungi^v 
par Imutilit^ dc scs efforts, 

" Vou3 aentez, mon cber ami, qu'il ne me convieut jms 
d'etre Jl chaige h personnc. II me paroit impossible quo 
j'abtienno aucuu emploi dans mi paya auaai t^traiiger que 
Ic votre h tout fran^oia. Itappcllez vous que dts I'ago 
de Ifl ansje vouloia n'avoir d'autre imtrie quo co noble 
pays de la llbcrt,^, ct que votre honnOtc Liaton men 



d^touma par ce motif. D'ailleurs je ne preudmis cet- 
taincnient paa de place indigoe dc moi, ni d'luic certaine 
subaltemdit^. Je Buis cajmble (et j'ai (Jt^ mis k cette 
^preuvc) du courage neceesaire pour gagner ma vie, mm 
je D'aurois pas cclui d'etre le stipendie d'uii graud seig- 
neur quelconque. Ajoutcz que je DC Iai»se pa» ijnv 
d'etre counu en Angleterre (le nom de mon i>trr \ i '. 
la c^l^brit^) que je le seroiB bientOt davantago [ 
uaturc dc8 amis de voire nation que je me suitt l\iv.' i ^i 
France, et quej'y fierai m^ceaeairemcnt un bonuue dc coa- 
vention ; il uc me sera point permia d'j Strc lliotume de 
la nature, et c'est un graiid malbeur pour quiconque ae 
seat mi peu audessue des r£vc8 de la Tanit^ humainc. 

" Voilii bien des inconvdniens, mon cher EUk>L II 
y en auroit bcaucoup de suuti^, jo I'aToue, ei roiis anei 
ftssez dc credit k la coiir de Copeubague, ou chea td 
autre prince du nord que cc puisse Stre pour me Coin 
obtenir quelquc emploi. La carribrc est muins brillante 
qu'en Angletcrrc sans dout« ; mais elle est moina exclu- 
eive. En Angleterre il &ut ctre Anglois ; dims le Nord 
il ue faut souvent qu'€tre fraD9oi& 

" Au restc, je conyicndru nalveiuent avcc tods, mon 
cher ami, que toutes ccs objections me p^eent peu en 
companuson dc la liberty ganuitie, et de la possibUitiS de 
me lirrer h mon Anergic naturelle ; deux sTaDtages que 
je ne puis gutre trouvcr que loin de mon d6ploral>lv 
pays. Mais la neccseitc I la n^cesait^ I qui gait Taiocic 
cet cnuGDii i )>eu dliommes en ont le courage, et il ne 
me manque |>a& Mais la possibility f je ne la to« paa. 
Le bonheur ! je suis pay^ pour oe pas coni||||0ir le n 
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" Parlez iiioi done deaormais, mon cher Elliot, en 
conseil et en guide, apr&a m'aToir appell^ en ami et en 
bienfaiteur. Que me couseillez-Tous ? quelles avances 
me seroient m^ceasairee ? quelle marebo dois-je tenir ? je 
puis esptJrer de mon onclc une somme d'argent qui 
m'aideroit k une expatriation ; quelle doit-ellc 3tre ? 
Mais je ne croie pas pouvoir raisonnablement compter 
Bur une amelioration de fortune du vivant de mon p^rc. 
II eat ai diir et si di^raug^, que ce seroit pr^aumer que 
de a'en flatter. II aime beaueoup niieiix ganier lea 
SlOtf"'- qu'il retient aur mon reveuu que do me payer lea 
40,000*"'' qu'il me doit, et au moyen des quels n'ayaut 
plus quo 2000''"- d'int(Sr6ts h supporter aur mon revenu 
pour me mettre en regie vis il via de roes erianciera, 
j'auroia floOU'"'- annuellcH, et avec eela Ton Tit dana tons 
lea pays du monde, surtout quand on a plus de OO.OOO'''- 
de rente aubatituif^es aur be tdtc. Comment rem^dier h 
cela ? En plaidant centre mon p{;rc ? c'cst one extn^- 
mit^ bien diiplorable, et tr^a loin d'Stre sans danger, 11 
faut done se nSsigiier, et combien cette r^ignation mo 
Hcroit payi5e ai j'achetois la liberty ii ce prix 1 

"Ecrivez moi surtout ceci, mou cher ami, et par- 
donnez de bien longs et fatttidicux details et uu futigant 
grifFonage. Vous n'auriez pas pu me conseiller si voua 
n'eussiez pas exactement connu mon 6tat de situation ; 
et Bur cotto dbaucbe mpide, h peine, et bien ii peine, 
pourrez vous en juger, Parlez moi nettement, et ditea 
moi quellea ressources Tous pr^voyez pouvoir me ma- 
nager dana le pays quelconciue oil vous m'appellerez. 
Si Tuus me conaeillez de partir, je partirai ; ce Hera am 
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manifere de vous remercier, et c'est la plus i^loquente du 
moins pour mon coeur. Le votre est dfes longtemps h 
Funison, et vous n'aurez pas de peine k croire que celui, 
qui Yous a taut aime quand il n*^toit que votre polisson 
de camarade, sent doubler son d<5vouement pour vous, 
quand vous enchainez toute son estime et toute sa re- 
connaissance. Yale et me ama 

"MlRABEAU^fe. 

"Donnez moi des nouvelles de votre respectal^le 
pfere, de votre aimable frfere, et du bon Liston ; si il vit, 
il ne vous est sdrement pas Stranger. Prenez la voie la 
plus courte pour me rdpondre, et adressez moi par 
duplicata^ 1^'™ enveloppe k M. Boyer, receveur des droits 
du greffe k Aix en Provence, et dessous, pour le Comte 
de Mirabeau ; ct au Due de Mansfield, votre atnbas- 
sadeur k Paris, avec imkvc de m\adresser le paquet h 
Aix en Provence, si je ne suis point k Paris, rue de Seine 
k riiotcl de Mirabeau. Donnez moi votre adresse direct. 

" Si vous me faites partir, prescrivez moi ma route, 
et dites moi quelle sorte de lettres de recommandation 
il me faut pour Copenhague, on pour Loncb^s." 

In the commencement of the foregoing letter the 
circumstances are related which caused it to be written. 
Mr. Elliot, however, appears to have understood from 
its contents that the writer had believed himself to be 
addressing Sir Gilbert, for in his reply, dated Copen- 
hagen, Ist October 17B3, he says : — 

" J'ai rc9u, mon cher Mirabeau, votre lettre en date 
du 14 Aout. 

J'y responds avec la franchise de notre premifcrc 
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jeimeaac. Vous tivez cru dcriro i nion fitre, h Yain^ des 
ileus qui dtaieiit voh camuradcH b, \a Barii6re ^t. Dotui- 
niqiio. Vous laimiez iiiieiu que moi, et vuus avicz raison. 
II ctoit ilan» ce tempH'lii le meilleur ilea eafante, il eet 
aujourd'bui le plus estimable ilea homnics/' etc Mr. 
Elliot then goes on to explaiu to his friend how infinitely 
more liniitod were his own poweni of helping another 
man to a poUtiuil career than Mtrabeau had been led to 
suppose them ; that the nature of the English constitu- 
tion did not admit of the bestowal of political appoint- 
ments on foreigners ; and that he hod itimply proiK>Bed 
to ofl'cr his friend a refuge under an BugUsh roof, though 
ill a distant comer of Euroi>c, from the perBecutions to 
which he had been bo long a victim. 



The first result of M. Brae's visit to Copenhagen, 
and subse<iucnt communications with Brissot de War- 
ville, himself destined to become a conspicuous figure 
in the revolutionaiy drama, was a letter from Brissot to 
Mr. Elhot. In this letter, dated No. 1 Bromptoii Row, 
l/th July 1783, he says— 

" Je ne puis vous dire rien de poaitif sur le sort de 
cc jeune honiuie jilus connu par ses longs molheurs que 
par ses iScrits. ' • • Je di^aircrois bicn qu'il ac- 
cept&t I'asile en Augleterre ; e'est la aculo contr6e oh il 
puisse donner I'essor k son flino. M'y fixant moi mSme 
j'aurais I'agn^ment d'y jonir de sa conversation," etc. 
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EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF THE KING OF 8WED£N 
TO MR. ELLIOT, PARTLY GIVEN AT P. 308. 

*' J'ai envoy^ des ordres si s^y^res an Gouyemeur de 
(}othenbourg qu*il n'osera pas se rendre ; aprbs demain 
le lament des Gardes arriyera et le 8^^™® de Jeutland. 
La gamison sera alors de trois milles hommes. Je pars 
pour m*y rendre, et pour auimer par ma presence la 
Bourji^eoisie. Je n*y resterai qu'un jour, et j'irois m*^ta- 
blir h Skara oh k Alingsas oti je yais faire assembler les 
troupes que j'ai. Je crois avoir dans trois ou quatre 
jours deux mille hommes de cavalerie," etc 

The King must have drawn a somewhat flattereil 
picture of his military resources in this letter to the 
English minister, for on the same day, the 2d of October, 
he wrote to Baron d'Armfelt, that "in about a week 
from that time ho hoped to collect a garrison of 3000 
men in Gothenbourg. On the 4th he wrote to the same 
correspondent from Gothenboui^ that the Guards and 
other troops ex|)ected were still to come. On the 6th 
he described himself as having no troops at all, but 
added, that in eight or ten days he hoped to assemble 
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some 2000 men. Mr. Elliot, however, joined the King 
on that Bame day at Gothenburg, and the letter of 
the Princes, consenting to treat, is dated the 7th. 

Baron d'Armfelt caused the original letters of the 
King to be copied hj hia daughter, Marie Auguste Ann- 
felt, and Bent them in 1798 to Mr. Elliot, accompanying 
them with a letter, in which he says that these were all 
he had been able to find (the; are eight in number) 
among the mass of papers which formed the only relics 
left him of bis " lost friend and master." He adds, that 
be believefi there were two or three others, in which 
mention was made of Mr. Elliot, " the man who had 
BBved both King and country." 
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IV. 

RUSSIA AT NAPLES. — P. 380. 

The Queen's policy in endeavouring to foment jealousies 
between England and Russia is incomprehensible^ as the 
existence of her throne appeared to depend on their 
mutual good understanding. In July 1803 she informed 
Mr. Elliot that Count Woronzow, the Russian minister 
in London, had desired Count Rosomowsky (Russian 
minister at Naples) to put the Queen and Court on 
tlieir guard against Mr. Elliot, as being a trh mauvaise 
Ute, very dangerous, and likely to bring them into some 
serious scrape if he were listened to. The same language, 
Mr. Elliot was told, was held to General Acton, accom- 
panied with warnings against the ambitious views of 
England with respect to Sicily. 

That headlong impulse as often as state-crafl 
governed Her Majesty's conduct is curiously shown in 
some transactions wliich occurred in the month of May 
1805. By her orders, a Russian traveller, Prince 
Schcrbatow, was suddenly arrested in his bedroom at 
night, and conveyed under an escort across the frontier. 
No notification of so extraordinary a circumstance was 
made to the Russian Charg6 d'Aflaires for twenty-four 
hours after the arrest had taken place, when the head 
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of the police wititctl upun him mth the iiifurnmtioii that 
Priuce Schcrbatow haviug formerly killeJ, in a duel on 
the froiiticrs of Bohemia, the Chevalier de Saxe, a re- 
lative of the King, it was thought expedient to cxiwl 
him from the kingdom. The King and the Minister for 
Foreign AfFaira were Bubactjuently proved to have known 
nothing of the event until aomo time after it bud taken 
place. 

The Russians in Naples were n^kturally extremely 
indignant at the unceremonions treatment their countrj- 
mon had received ; and before the unfavourable impres- 
sion produced by this incident had passed off, another, 
Btranger still, occurred. Tlic English man-of-war, tlie 
' Excellent,' which waa stationed at Naples, having sailed 
from that bay to the Bay of Baja for the pnriKwe of 
cscrcising the crew, the Qnecn became suddenly pos- 
sessed by the i»rej>osterous notion that tho departure of 
the British ship had been contrived to give the Russian 
sliip of the line at anchor off Naples an opportunity of 
seizing the Neapolitan frigate, the 'Archimedes,' as an act 
of retaliation for the insult to Prince Scherbatow, She 
sent orders to all the Neapolitan frigates in the roa*!, 
or within the mole, to be upon their guard, and the 
' Archimedes ' was actually prepared for action, the men 
kept through the night at their quarters, and another 
frigate was ordered into the road for the purpose of sup- 
porting the ' Archimedes.' Fortunately, Mr. Elliot, on 
hearing of these extraordinary proceedings, was able at 
once to SCO the Queen, and lie easily succeeded in unde- 
ceiving her, but not till much ill-fccling bad been pro- 
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duced. In the despatch which relates this strange stoiy, 
Mr. ElKot says — '^ Your Lordship will be able to judge 
from this statement of the great inoonyeniences which 
daily occur from the Queen's unhappy susceptibility, and 
from the mischievous suggestions made to her by design- 
ing persons." ^ The despatch closes by the information 
that Her Majesty had suddenly been laid up with a 
violent attack of fever ; and Mr. Elliot was persuaded, 
from the events of the last fortnight, that the Queen had 
been in a state of unnatural excitement and agitation. 

1 May 21, 1805. 
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EERATA. 

Page 29, 8th line from top. — Fcr "rentrez," read "entrez." 

Page 40, Sd line from foot, and afterwaids where the name occurs. — 

For " Lord Lindsay," read " Lord Lindsey." 
Page 49, 11th line from top.— -Por " On, " rtad " On." 
Page 64, 11th line from top.— For "Guards," read *'Aimy" 
Page 107, 2d line» page 109, 13th line, and page 213, 18th line from 

top.— For «* Wrech," read " Wreich." 
Page 201, Note 2, last line. — *' D'Aigenson " should be preceded by 

" Voyer." The Marquis Voyer d'Argenson is the person 

intended. 
Page 217, Ist line. — M. dement was not minister of Saxony ; he was 

sent to Vienna by the Elector of Saxony on a secret mis- 
sion, and had no diplomatic rank. 
Page 263, last line.— For "serais," read "serai" 
Page 267, 8d line, 2d paragraph.— ^br "writing," read "waiting." 
Pages 284 and 285.— Date at top should be " 1784," nU " 1783." 
Page 291, 4th and 10th lines frt)m foot, and page 292, 11th line from 

foot— Ifbr "Schach-Rathlow," read " Schack-Rathlow. " 
Page 801, 6th line from top. — For "possessing," read "professing." 
Page 808. — For remainder of King of Sweden's letter, see Appendix III., 

page 432. 
Page 809, 9th line, and page 812, 10th line from top — For " d*Amfeldt, 

r«Me"d'Armfelt." 
Page 824, 8d lino fr6m top.— For " Ohorg." read " CMhenbowrg:' 
Page 836, 6th line from top.— For " illusion," read "allusion." 
Pago 846, 16th lino from top. — For "convaincu," read " convaincue. " 

Do., 12th line from foot— /br " la," read " ma." 
Page 362, 16th line from top. — For "mandieroient," read "mcndi- 

eroient" 
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